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The WWMJ News Department covers a variety of topics and issues through its news coverage Monday 

through Friday, with additional focus on issues and community concerns covered during weekend 

programming with the Sunday morning show, Maine Concerns. Our News Director is in regular contact 

with local, county, state and federal officials, community leaders and nonprofit organizations.  

The WWMJ newscasts air Monday-Friday at 6:54 and 7:54 a.m. It’s also important to note many of our 

news stories are also posted on line on our website at i95rocks.com 

Stories covered generally fall into the following categories: 

Crime- WWMJ covers stories we think are important to Maine residents from drug trafficking to scams 

and security related issues. When necessary, we support efforts of law enforcement by releasing names 

and information pertaining to missing person’s cases or searches. We’re in regular contact with the 

Maine Public Safety spokesman, Maine Emergency Management Agency, and Maine Drug Enforcement 

Agency. We also cover marine crime related stories with information provided by U.S. Coast Guard and 

Marine Patrol. 

Health- WWMJ covers a wide variety of health related stories and work with regional hospitals, the 

Maine CDC, and other organizations to get the word out about conferences, medical developments, 

viruses, and seasonal concerns like Lyme Disease or flu. Many of our stories dealing with public safety 

can be considered health related as well, citing our warnings about CO poisoning during power outages 

as one example. Additionally, we’ve provided coverage on changes as a result of the Affordable 

Healthcare Act. 

Economy-The economic struggles faced by Maine and the nation continue to dominate our news 

coverage. We continue to report on laws and initiatives affecting the economy as it relates to municipal, 

state, and federal programs and services. We report on training and development opportunities in the 

state as well as job fair activities. 

Environment-Our environmental coverage spans a wide variety of stories to promoting public hearings 

such as the DEP hearings for the Juniper Landfill in Old Town, or the public hearings on the DCP 

Midstream proposed liquid propane tank in Searsport, to stories about necropsies on whales. Stories 

that report on environmental damages as a result of train derailments or other such accidents are also 

reported. 

Education-WWMJ covers stories in Maine from school budgets to school safety initiatives. Stories about 

innovative college studies and research are also covered. 

Community-WWMJ recognizes the work of community non-profit groups who utilize volunteers to 

promote the general welfare of Maine citizens. From food drives to help feed those struggling seniors 



Downeast, to matching grant challenges to serve single mothers, to charity runs and concerts, WWMJ 

provides a lot of coverage for these kinds of events. 

Public Safety-WWMJ covers stories that impact the public safety of community which can run the gamut 

from natural disasters to police emergencies like shootings or standoffs. 

If the situation warrants, the News Director will include stories of national significance and those 

stories might include anything from National Security, Natural Disasters, Congressional activities or 

Presidential declarations. 

The following is an extensive sampling of our newscast content during the third quarter of 2019: 

7-8-19 

The U.S. Marshal Service is warning Maine residents of a phone scam, with the crooks spoofing their 

phone numbers. They say Marshals will never ask for debit or credit information on the phone, or 

demand immediate payment of fines over the phone. Anyone who thinks they have fallen victim is asked 

to report it to their local FBI office. (:10 Crime, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

Downtown Bucksport is once again inviting kids to enjoy a weekly story time event with its Kids on Main 

program. Children 9 and under can eat ice cream and listen while volunteers read stories aloud in the 

courtyard next to Wahl's Dairy Port. Find more information on the Kids on Main Facebook page. (:10 

Education, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

7-9-19 

The federal government is providing more than 700 thousand dollars to the state of Maine to help 

prevent youth suicide, including in the Native American populations. The money will be divided between 

Wabanaki Health and the Maine Department of Health and Human Services, and will help support 

suicide prevention programs in the state.  (:10 Health, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

A showing of the documentary 'Lost in Woonsocket' will be held on Thursday, beginning at 5:30 at the 

BARN in Brewer.  The screening will include a special guest who was involved in the creation of the 

documentary, in which the filmmakers help two homeless alcoholics put their lives back together. Find 

more information on the Facebook page for Young People in Recovery Brewer. (:10 Health, Community 

6:54, 7:54) 

 

7-10-19 

 

Ellsworth’s Open Door Recovery Center has been shut down, after failing to address multiple deficiencies 

cited by state regulators. Maine health officials say the drug treatment center’s operators failed to 

conduct employee background checks and had incomplete patient records. Residents have been moved 

to other programs. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Secretary of State Matt Dunlap is reassuring Mainers that his office will not allow federal agents to have 

access to their information with the new Real ID's. Residents can now buy a driver's license or ID card 



that's federally compliant to allow them to board airplanes for domestic flights. (:10 Public Safety 6:54, 

7:54) 

 

7-11-19 

 

Health providers, law enforcement officials, and families impacted by the drug crisis will gather in 

Augusta on Monday for a summit meeting about the opioid crisis. Maine has seen a decline in the 

number of opioid-related deaths in recent years, along with a 41 percent drop in opioid prescribed since 

2013, partly attributed to expanded access to naloxone. (:10 Health, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

American Red Cross officials say there’s an urgent need for blood in Maine, with less than a three-day 

supply of most blood types on hand. Without school blood drives, and with Mainers away on vacation, 

it’s a tough time to find people willing to donate. Find more information about how to donate at Red 

Cross blood dot org. (:10 Health, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

7-16-19 

 

Drivers are reminded to keep their eyes moving this time of year, as the warmer weather brings wildlife 

out of the woods. The Maine DOT says, motorists should pay special attention in any area with deer or 

moose crossing signs. The best defense is to slow down in those areas and scan the sides of the road for 

any sign of movement. (:10 Environment, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Orrington residents voted to approve a plan yesterday that will build a new public safety building on 

Center Drive. The vote represents a compromise after voters denied a three-point-five million dollar 

proposal in December. It’s expected that construction will begin next month. (:10 Public Safety, 

Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

7-17-19 

 

Fairfield Police say they were mistaken when they called a mailing from the U.S. Census Bureau a scam. 

Census representatives say the mailing that asks about the names and ages of children in the home is 

actually part of the National Survey of Children's Health. Police say residents can feel safe filling it out 

and mailing it back in. (:10 Crime 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Penobscot Community Health Care has announced that some of its patients may have been affected by a 

security breach. Data, including names, dates of birth, and other medical information may have been 

exposed through the American Medical Collection Agency, which has a contract with PCHC. The breach is 

believed to have occurred between August 1st of last year and March 30th of this year. (:15 Crime, 

Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

7-18-19 

Early voting is open for the SAD 49 School budget, through each municipality’s town office. Voting day 

for SAD 49, which serves residents of Albion, Benton, Clinton, and Fairfield, is set for July 23rd. (:07 

Education, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 



With extremely high temperatures expected this weekend, health officials are urging residents to drink 

water, use caution, and watch for signs of heat stroke, including a body temperature of at least 104 

degrees, headaches, or having trouble thinking. Children’s time outside should be limited and folks are 

urged to check on any elderly neighbors who live alone. (:10 Public Safety, Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

7-19-19 

Governor Janet Mills is expanding assistance to the influx of prospective asylum seekers by allowing 

them to qualify for general assistance vouchers, if they can prove they’re taking good faith steps toward 

applying for immigration relief. She says the measure will help them prepare to enter the workforce. Her 

administration says the new regulations will cost several hundred thousand dollars. (:15 Economy 6:54, 

7:54) 

The Bucksport Bay Festival starts today and will last all weekend, with parades, pageants, and lots of 

family fun. This is the largest fundraiser for the Bucksport By Area Chamber of Commerce. Find a 

complete schedule of events at bucksport bay chamber dot com.  (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

7-22-19 

 

A new lobster processing facility in Bucksport celebrated its grand opening last week, and hopes to be 

operational within the month. The Greenhead Lobster Processing facility will kill the lobsters in a 

humane way and remove all the pathogens from the meat, allowing it to stay fresh for much longer. 

Once its at full staff, the center will employ about 50 people. (:10 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Senator Angus King is backing a proposal that would continue funding wildlife conservation through 

money generated by hunting and sport shooting. The push would modernize the Pittman-Robertson 

Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937. King says the bill would protect the outdoors, for the enjoyment of 

hunters and recreationists alike. (:10 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

7-23-19 

The Bangor Humane Society is asking for help feeding their many homeless cats. The shelves are nearly 

bare, so staff members say they'll take just about anything, but they prefer Friskies pate style wet food. 

Donations can be dropped off at the Humane Society on Mount Hope Avenue. (:10 Community 6:54, 

7:54) 

The Ellsworth public library will now waive late fees for children's materials, including books and DVD's, 

as well as books from the young adult section. The hope is that it will encourage families to make use of 

the library, since they won't have to worry about paying any fines. The fines contribute about $3,000 

annually to the library's budget, so a donation dinosaur has been set up at the circulation desk. (:10 

Education 6:54, 7:54) 

 

7-24-19 

 

Bangor Savings Bank is warning its customers to check their bank statements for fraudulent transactions. 

Bangor officials say there's been non breach, but they've seen a large number of customer calls who 

noticed the transactions through a national retailer that they did not make. The customers will not be 



held responsible for those transactions and should contact the help center if they think they've fallen 

victim. (:10 Crime 6:54, 7:54) 

 

It was another record year for the Maine Lottery, with this year’s totals exceeding those of last year. 

Fiscal year 2019 ended on June 30th, with nearly 300 million dollars in lottery sales, with 62 million going 

into the state’s general fund, which supports a variety of programs. Players took home almost 197 

million dollars in winnings before taxes and retailers were paid close to 20 million dollars. (:10 Economy 

6:54, 7:54) 

7-25-19 

The Maine CDC has confirmed its first case of Powassan Virus since 2017. The tick-borne illness can 

cause headache, weakness, confusion and even seizures, and can be fatal, although many people 

experience no symptoms at all. Find more information on the Maine CDC website. (:07 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

Helping sick kids in Maine is as easy as buying a blizzard today during Miracle Treat Day. Dairy Queens 

across the state will donate at least a dollar from every blizzard sold today to children’s health programs, 

including at Northern Light Eastern Maine Medical Center. Find more information at children’s miracle 

network hospitals dot org. (:10 Community, Health 6:54, 7:54) 

7-26-19 

Parents can stop by Quirk Chevrolet on Hogan Road between 10 and 1 on Saturday to have their child 

safety seats checked. Northern Light Eastern Maine Medical center is teaming up with Safe Kids Maine to 

make sure all car seats are the right size and properly installed, while checking for any recalls. 

Appointments can be made at Maine seat check dot org.  (:10 Public Safety, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Twelve students have spent this week learning about public safety at the Brewer Police Department's 

Junior Police Academy. The kids in grades 5 through 12 have been learning about police and fire through 

hands on activities. The student cadets will graduate today with a barbeque. (:07 Public Safety, Education 

6:54, 7:54) 

 

7-29-19 

 

Hancock County Sheriff Scott Kane is among a group of people working to reopen the Open Door 

Recovery Center. DHHS officials cited regulatory deficiencies when they shut down the operation that 

provided outpatient substance abuse counseling and treatment, as well as a residential treatment center 

for pregnant women and mothers. A planning board is being formed and looking for new members who 

can help. (:15 Public Safety, Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

It’s been a slow lobster season so far in Maine, but fishermen are still hopeful things will turn around. 

The lobster harvest is usually in full swing by now, but this season has been slow to start. Still, it hasn’t 

affected the prices, which are still on par with last year. (:06 Environment, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

7-30-19 

 



Mainers are encouraged to take it easy and stay in the air-conditioning as much as possible today, after 

the Maine DEP issued an air quality alert. Ground-level ozone concentrations will reach unhealthy levels 

today, which can cause symptoms like shortness of breath, coughing, or throat irritation. Residents 

should avoid strenuous activity, especially this afternoon. (:10 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

The Maine CDC will start next month distributing oral rabies vaccines in wooded areas of northeastern 

Maine, in an effort to control the contagious disease. Officials ask that anyone who comes across the 

small baits, which are coated in brown fishmeal, to leave them alone so they can be picked up by 

animals. (:08 Environment, Health 6:54, 7:54) 

7-31-19 

Maine has finished the fiscal year with a budget surplus of nearly 168 million dollars. The Maine 

Department of Administrative and Financial Services says it transferred 18-point-one million dollars to 

the state's budget stabilization fund,  and four-point-five million dollars to the property tax relief fund, 

which will give at least 100 dollars to the property tax payer of each Maine homestead. (:10 Economy 

6:54, 7:54) 

 

A new database through the Maine Audubon Society will track roadkill, in an effort to keep Maine’s 

wildlife safe. Residents will be able to report sightings of roadkill online, allowing wildlife officials to 

identify hotspots that are especially dangerous for animals. (:08 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

8-1-19 

Starting September 2nd, Bangor residents will no long have to sort their recyclables, to keep them 

separate from the trash. It’s called a one-bin-all-in process, where the combined cargo is taken to 

Hampden’s Coastal Resources Fiberight facility and sorted there; a move that will hopefully increase the 

amount recycled from 10 percent to about 50 percent of people’s trash. (:10 Environment, Community 

6:54, 7:54) 

 

State officials are asking for contributions to animal shelters around the region that are helping care for 

nearly 100 dogs, 6 cats, 3 chickens, and 2 horses that were seized from a home in Solon recently. 

Residents are encouraged to reach out to their local shelter  or donate through Maine dot gov. (:07 

Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

8-2-19 

 

A school in Augusta is training high school students in the basics of firefighting, in hopes of solving 

Maine’s firefighter shortage. The Capital Area Technical Center is offering Firefighter 1 and 2, which are 

required certifications for anyone in the field. (:07 Public Safety, Education 6:54, 7:54) 

 

8-5-19 

 

Penquis is collecting school supplies, including backpacks, for students in Penobscot, Piscataquis, and 

Knox Counties. Organizers hope to collect a total of twelve hundred backpacks, which will be available 

for pickup during the third week in August. Find more information at Penquis dot org. (:10 Education, 

Community 6:54, 7:54) 



 

Cancer patients can now access a peer-to-peer support group without leaving their homes. The Purple 

Iris Foundation has started the Standing Strong Cancer support group, which holds its meetings on the 

first Wednesday of every month, using the video conferencing platform, ZOOM. Find more information 

on the Facebook page for Standing Strong, Cancer Survivor/Patient support. (:10 Health, Community 

6:54, 7:54) 

 

8-6-19 

Belfast Police are warning residents of a social media scam that took 26 thousand dollars from a local 

woman who thought she was communicating with an old friend. The scammer, posing as the woman’s 

friend, told her of a grant program, but soon started asking for the woman to pay taxes and other fees 

ahead of time, using gift cards. (:10 Crime 6:54, 7:54) 

It’s a successful year for Maine’s Puffin population. The popular birds are well on their way to setting a 

record for the number of breeding pairs. The National Audubon Society says this year is on track to beat 

last year’s record 750 pairs of nesting Puffins on Seal Island and Eastern Egg Rock. (:10 Environment 6:54, 

7:54) 

8-7-19 

Today’s expected rain will be good news to firefighters who say the ground is dry this time of year, which 

helps wildfires to spread easily. Crews fought a brush fire in Bucksport yesterday that covered about an 

acre of land that Forest Rangers say was caused by a failure to fully extinguish burning debris. (:10 

Environment, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

A Bangor couple is using their experiences with addiction and sobriety to help others with their Second 

Chance Lifestyle Change program, which encourages a shift to a healthier lifestyle. It worked for founder 

John Paradis who lost 135 pounds. Find more information on the Second Chance Lifestyle Change 

Facebook page. (:10 Health, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

8-8-19 

 

Acadia National Park officials are cautioning visitors about illegal campfires after one turned into a brush 

fire on Tuesday. Several fire departments had to haul water to the site at Schoodic Woods Campground 

that's only accessible by a hiking trail. Find more information on the Acadia National Park Facebook 

page. (:08 Environment, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Kenduskeag Fire and Rescue is holding a family-friendly open house this Sunday, with face painting, live 

music, and a bounce house. Kids can sit in a firetruck and parents can try their luck at a number of raffle 

items. It’s all happening Sunday from 10 to 2 at the fire station on Broadway. (:08 Public Safety, 

Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

8-9-19 



 

The Ellsworth Police Department is holding sobriety checkpoints this weekend, with officers set up 

between 9:00 at night and 2:00 in the morning, at various locations around the city. Officials say they 

publicize their intent ahead of time so, if folks choose not to avoid the checkpoint, they have consented 

to the minimal intrusion of the procedure. (:10 Public Safety, Crime 6:54, 7:54) 

A business with stores in two communities is collecting new and gently used tents and sleeping bags that 

will be given to the Knox County Homeless Coalition, serving Knox, Waldo, and northern Lincoln 

counties. Donations can be dropped off at the Maine Sport Outfitters stores in Rockport and 

Camden. (:08 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

8-12-19 

 

A new survey by the Maine Office of Tourism indicates that cruise ships are beneficial to Maine tourism 

in the long run, rather than the short term. While cruise ship passengers don’t make a big economic 

impact during their brief visits, one in three will return to the area in the near future. (:10 Economy 6:54, 

7:54) 

Seniors are invited to attend one of several seminars focused on Medicare Open Enrollment. The 

sessions that are being held at libraries in Brewer, Old Town, and Orono will educate seniors in advance 

of open enrollment, which runs from October 15th to December 7th. Find more information at EAAA dot 

org. (:10 Health, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

8-13-19 

A new scam is sending checks to Maine residents, asking them to deposit them in their bank accounts, 

and then buy gift cards from select stores, evaluating the service as a mystery shopper. Potential victims 

are told to keep some of the money for themselves while sending the gift cards to a designated address. 

Once that’s done, they learn the checks are fakes. (:10 Crime, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

An organization in Bangor is working to stem the spread of disease by offering clean needles, in 

exchange for used ones, and handing out the overdose antidote drug, Narcan, along with information on 

a free recovery program. Needlepoint Sanctuary is set up from 1 to 4 every Friday afternoon in Pickering 

Square. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

8-14-19 

 

The Old Town paper mill is back up and running after sitting idle for nearly 3 years. Nine Dragons Paper 

spent 46 million dollars in renovations and has reopened the mill, which means 130 new jobs. As a thank 

you to the city of Old Town, the China-based company presented a gift of 100 trees to be planted in the 

region.  (:08 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

The State Of Maine will distribute about 3 million dollars as part of a Volkswagon environmental 

settlement over a diesel emissions scandal. Maine DOT officials say government agencies and private 

businesses still operating a diesel vehicle from 2009 or earlier might be eligible for some of the money, 

but must submit applications for settlement funding by November 15th. (:10 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 



 

8-15-19 

 

Winslow police are warning of counterfeit 100 dollar bills currently being circulated in the area. Officials 

say the paper feels strange, and Chinese characters can be seen on the front or on the back that 

translate to the word prop. (:07 Crime 6:54, 7:54) 

Once again, Mainers are reminded to make sure their pets’ rabies vaccinations are up to date after two 

dogs in Bath were exposed to a rabid skunk. The dogs had been vaccinated and so were given booster 

shots and put in temporary quarantine at home. (:08 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

8-16-19 

Maine saw its first tornado on Monday, when one touched down in Washington County. The EF 1 

traveled about a quarter mile on the ground in Kossuth Township around 5:30 Monday night, with wind 

speeds of 90 miles per hour. The National Weather Service says 120 trees were taken down. (:08 

Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Maine's police departments are facing an officer shortage, with a long list of agencies with current 

openings. Many of the departments are offering sign-on bonuses for new hires. Job seekers who are 

looking for jobs in law enforcement can find the list at Maine dot gov slash dps. (:07 Public Safety, 

Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

8-19-19 

 

Maine will invest almost 6 million dollars in community health centers to try and fight the state's opioid 

crisis. According to Senators Susan Collins and Angus King, the money will come from the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services, with funds going to clinics and hospitals around the state, 

including Penobscot Community Health Center in Bangor, and U-Maine to fund a variety of programs. 

(:10 Health, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

U-Maine is looking for butterfly hunters, who can help them research their migratory patterns. Nature 

lovers can use a mobile app to provide details about areas where the butterflies are likely to be found. 

The data will help researchers predict the location of monarch butterfly nesting sites. (:07 Environment, 

Community 6:54, 7:54) 

8-20-19 

Governor Janet Mills is calling lawmakers back to Augusta to consider a borrowing package for the 

November ballot. The 163 million dollar proposal would include money for the DOT’s highway repair 

program, economic development, and other projects. The special session will start on Monday. (:07 

Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

A free seminar on conflict resolution will be held in Ellsworth next month, and local business owners are 

encouraged to sign up. The event on September 12th aims to help employers improve relationship 

building in their workplace. Find more information on the Facebook page for the Union River Center for 

Innovation. (:07 Education 6:54, 7:54) 



8-21-19 

A new program that aims to put a book in the hands of every Maine first grader, each month during the 

school year by 2025 will launch today in Brewer. Dirigo Reads will start out by helping students from six 

different counties, with the goal of covering the entire state. (:07 Education 6:54, 7:54) 

 

After hearing that teenagers in Dexter didn't have anything to do in their spare time, a local music store 

decided to offer free guitar lessons. Anyone between the ages of 13 and 17, who's interested in the 

lessons, can stop by the store on Wednesday nights from 6 to 7:30, to learn some basic guitar skills. Find 

more information on the Facebook page for Story Teller Guitars. (:10 Community, Education 6:54, 7:54) 

 

8-22-19 

 

Summer camps in Smithfield and Oakland are helping children who have lost a loved one deal with their 

grief. Experience camps use bereavement activities and creative endeavors to help kids get in touch with 

and talk about their feelings. Find more information at experience dot camp. (:07 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

A free child safety seat clinic will be held this Saturday at Quirk Chevrolet on Hogan Road in Bangor. 

Between 10 and 1 on Saturday, representatives from Safe Kids Maine and Northern Light Eastern Maine 

Medical Center will evaluate the installation and size of car seats, and will check for any recalls. 

Appointments are recommended and can be made at Maine Seat Check dot org. (:10 Health, 

Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

8-23-19 

 

An incident in Litchfield earlier this week, in which a woman was kidnapped by her boyfriend, is 

shedding light on Maine's texting 911 system. Calling 911 is preferred because the dispatcher can get 

more information about the incident but, in a case like the one in Litchfield, residents can text 911 in the 

instance that calling might endanger their safety. (:08 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Augusta Police are warning of a spoofing scam, with someone calling from a number that appears to be 

from their department, claiming to be an officer. The scammer demands that the person who answers 

the phone purchase pre-paid debit cards, or they'll be arrested, something police say they never do. (:07 

Crime, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

9-3-19 

 

Folks are invited to bring their canine family members to the Greater Bangor Bark for Life this Friday at 

the Hollywood Casino raceway. The evening will include carnival-type fun, dog-friendly contests, and 

craft beer, all to benefit the American Cancer Society. Find more information and get registered on the 

Facebook page for Greater Bangor Bark for Life. (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

Utility crews, as well as members of the Red Cross disaster relief team, are headed south to help in the 

recovery efforts of Hurricane Dorian. The now-class 3 hurricane continues to pummel the Bahamas 

before heading on a path toward the southeastern U.S. So far, at least 5 people have died in the 

hurricane that was a class 5 when it reached the islands. (:10 Community, Environment 6:54, 7:54) 



 

9-4-19 

 

As we head into cooler weather, the Maine Emergency Management Agency says it’s a perfect time to 

get an insurance check-up. Experts say residents should consider coverage for things like high winds, 

wind-driven rain, and flooding that may not automatically be included in their policies. (:07 Environment 

6:54, 7:54) 

Northern Light Eastern Maine Medical Center is holding an informational session later this month for 

anyone interested in having a lung cancer screening, which can detect problems early, giving patients a 

better chance at a positive outcome. Find more information about the September 25th meeting at 

Northern Light dot org slash EMMC Lung. (:08 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

9-5-19 

Administrators at Ellsworth High School invite residents to a presentation about Rachel’s Challenge, a 

nationally recognized program that promotes safer, more connected schools. The program is named for 

Rachel Scott, who was the first victim of the Columbine High School tragedy. The presentation will be 

held at Ellsworth High School on September 17th at 6:30. (:10 Education, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

Volunteers are needed at Bangor’s Ronald McDonald House, which provides housing for families of 

pediatric patients. People can volunteer as guest chefs, or to help with cleaning, hospitality, or doing 

maintenance. Find more information about how to get involved at RMHC Maine dot org. (:07 

Community, Health 6:54, 7:54) 

9-6-19 

An organization that works to help seniors stay in their homes longer and feel safe is holding an auction 

next weekend, to support their efforts. Furniture, jewelry, art, firewood, gift certificates and more will be 

up for bid on Friday, September 13th in Belfast. Find more information on the Facebook page for the 

Waldo County Triad. (:08 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

Maine DHHS officials say a rule change proposed by the White House could cause 44,000 Mainers to lose 

their SNAP food assistance benefits. Governor Janet Mills is opposing the plan that would cancel benefits 

for people near the eligibility line who get a small pay increase and older people on fixed incomes who 

accumulate modest savings. (:08 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

9-9-18 

 

Drivers are reminded to slow down, stay alert, and obey the directions of first responders after a close 

call at an accident scene over the weekend. Saturday, a vehicle drove through the middle of the scene of 

a two-car crash in Orland, endangering the lives of the emergency workers. (:07 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Challenger Learning Center in Bangor will hold an e-waste event on Saturday that's open to residents of 

all communities. Between 8 and noon, folks can recycle their computer monitors, cell phones, fax 



machines, and other unwanted electronics, with the school accepting donations to help support its 

STEM programs. Find more information at astronaut dot org. (:10 Environment, Education 6:54, 7:54) 

 

 

9-10-19 

 

A new culinary facility in Augusta will live stream cooking classes in hopes of inspiring healthy meals for 

students. The Maine Department of Education is holding an open house today in Augusta of the 

classroom that replicates the kitchens found in Maine’s public schools. (:07 Education 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Bangor Greendrinks will hold their monthly party beginning at 5 this evening at Tea and Tarts in 

Downtown Bangor. The family-friendly party will offer beer, food, and live music by Charlie Butera, 

along with information about their latest projects to help make Bangor greener. Find more information 

on the Greendrinks has Tea for Two Facebook page. (:10 Environment, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

 

9-11-19 

 

A public information session in Brewer on Saturday aims to educate the public about Lyme Disease. A 

group of experts will address how to deal with the disease, especially in children. Doors open at 7:30 

Saturday morning at Brewer Community School, with the conference running until 3:30. (:08 Education, 

Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

 

A program at the Dedham School will use riding bicycles as a way to help kids with ADHD focus in the 

classrooms. The only school in the state to receive a grant from the Specialized Foundation Riding for 

Focus, the school received 27 mountain bikes with helmets. The theory is that long term physical activity 

will help the kids do better academically. (:10 Education, Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

 

9-12-19 

 

The second annual Champion the Cure Challenge Paddle to benefit the Lafayette Family Cancer Institute 

will be held Saturday on the Brewer waterfront. Participants in kayaks, canoes, or on paddleboards can 

choose between a one or seven mile course. Find more information at CTC challenge dot org. (:07 

Community, Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

 

9-13-19 

 

Penobscot Job Corps is currently looking for new students. The center in Bangor provides training to 

people ages 16 to 24 for careers including, healthcare, welding, carpentry, and other fields of study. 

They have 200 people enrolled, with openings for 60 more. (:07 Education 6:54, 7:54) 

 

 

Non-profits working in the areas of healthcare, hospice, mental health, and wellness are encouraged to 

apply for donations that will be given away on May 1st at the Cross Insurance Center Gala. Applications 



need to be submitted before the 27th of this month. Find more information at cross center gala dot 

com. (:08 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

9-16-19 

 

A mobile display unit is traveling the state, working to highlight the warning signs of opioid misuse 

through a model that looks like a typical teenager's bedroom. Government officials, lawmakers, and 

community members in Southern Maine have toured the trailer and tried to identify the signs that the 

occupant is misusing drugs. (:08 Health, Education 6:54, 7:54) 

The Gulf of Maine has an unusually large number of lion’s mane jellyfish this summer, which are believed 

to be the world’s largest, and experts are trying to figure out why they’re here. A lion’s mane jellyfish can 

grow to five or more feet across, with tentacles more than 100 feet long. (:07 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

9-17-19 

Starting on Thursday, it will be illegal in Maine to use a handheld phone while driving, a violation that 

carries a fine of no less than 50 dollars for the first offense and not less than 250 dollars for any 

subsequent offense. Drivers will still be allowed to make calls by using a Bluetooth headset or by using 

the speaker on a phone mounted to the dash. (:10 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

A workshop at Ellsworth High School later this month will help parents and high school students learn 

how to fill out the Free Application for Student Aid, or FAFSA, in order to apply for financial aid for 

college. The event will be held at 6:30 on September 25th in the high school cafeteria. (:07 Education, 

Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

9-18-19 

 

The University of Maine system is taking steps to switch to a single accreditation system for its seven 

schools. Previously, each university was individually granted approval. While the move to a statewide 

system will allow schools to pool resources, there’s no word on how it will affect faculty positions and 

tuition. (:08 Education 6:54, 7:54) 

Kids of all ages are invited to get up close and personal with all kinds of transportation machines this 

Saturday during Camp Capella’s Touch a Truck fair. It will operate from 11 and 2 this Saturday at 

Speedway 95 in Hermon. Proceeds will benefit the Dedham summer camp for kids with disabilities. (:07 

Community 6:54, 7:54) 

9-19-19 

Organizers of an effort in Maine to restore religious and philosophical exemptions for vaccines have 

turned in petitions aimed at putting it to a statewide vote. Other petition efforts hope to undo the Death 

with Dignity Act and stop taxpayer funding for abortions. The votes would take place either in March or 

June. (:08 Health 6:54, 7:54) 



The Finance Authority of Maine is advising next year’s college students that the FAFSA financial aid form 

will be available online on October 1st. Many loans and grants operate on a first-come, first-served basis, 

so applying as early as possible will likely mean a better chance at more money. Find more information 

at FAME Maine dot com. (:07 Economy, Education 6:54, 7:54) 

9-20-19 

The director of the Baxter State Park Authority has requested a change to the name of Mount Katahdin 

to simply 'Katahdin.' Eben Sypitkowski says Katahdin is taken from Native American words for Greatest 

Mountain', so he says Mount Katahdin is redundent. However, critics don't feel it's necessary, especially 

given the cost of changing maps and signs. (:07 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

An occupational health organization is traveling the state, handing out specially made life jackets to 

lobster fishermen, who have the highest percentage of overboard fatalities in New England. Northeast 

Center for Occupational Health and Safety designed the life jackets to have a slimmer cut and come up 

higher on a person’s chest. They say the devices are comfortable and won’t get in the way while the 

lobstermen work. (:10 Public Safety, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

9-23-19 

Ambiguous wording of a new hands-free driving law allowed judges to use their discretion about levying 

fines, which could range from 50 to 230 dollars. Court officials now say that, for the next six months, the 

fine amount will be 50 dollars with a 35 dollar surcharge. If the legislature takes no action, the fine will 

go back to 230 dollars on April 6th. (:08 Crime, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

It’s been a good month for the Orrington Fire and Rescue Association, which has been chosen to receive 

a nearly 90 thousand dollar grant, money that will be used to replace Self-contained Breathing 

Apparatus. In addition, the department recently broke ground for their new building, that’s expected to 

be completed next summer. (:08 Public Safety, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

9-24-19 

A new facility in Ellsworth will help individuals addicted to opioids with medication-assisted treatment. 

The program is open to everyone, regardless of whether they have insurance. Find more information 

through the AMHC Access Center or the Ellsworth Police Department’s Project Hope. (:07 Health 6:54, 

7:54) 

Residents can walk, run, or cycle this weekend in Lewiston’s 11th annual Dempsey Challenge, which 

raises money for the Dempsey Center. Started by the family of actor Patrick Dempsey, the center 

provides free quality of life care to anyone impacted by cancer. Find more information at Dempsey 

challenge dot org. (:10 Health, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

9-25-19 

 

Winslow High School students were introduced this week to a special app that would allow them to 

anonymously report safety concerns. They learned about the warning signs of potentially dangerous 



situations and how the ‘Say Something’ app can allow them to share information about bullying or 

students threatening to harm themselves or others.  (:08 Education, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

 

The removal of the Grand Lake Stream Dam in Ellsworth is underway. The Downeast Salmon Federation 

raised enough money to fund the project that will allow fish free access from the Union River to the 

Branch Lake Stream. The work is expected to be finished later this week. (:07 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

 

9-26-19 

 

The largest private employer in Maine plans to add paid parental leave t its list of benefits for 

employees. Maine Health will make the change on October 1st, which will include four weeks of full-pay 

leave for mothers who give birth, parents who do not give birth, and parents who adopt. (:07 Health 

6:54, 7:54) 

 

Old Town's Riverfest will go on, as usual, this Friday and Saturday, despite two fires in the last week. The 

parade will travel downtown, past the site of a fire on Saturday that destroyed one building and heavily 

damaged several others and Old Town cheering will be selling 'Old Town Strong' t-shirts to help those 

displaced by the blaze. (:08 Public Safety, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

9-27-19 

A meeting in Old Town today aims to help businesses and employees affected by last weekend’s fire on 

Main Street. The Maine Department of Labor and the Eastern Maine Development Corporation will host 

the meeting at city hall, beginning at 1 today. The fire forced several businesses to close and their 

buildings to be condemned.  (:08 Economy, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

Fruit Street school in Bangor is one of three Maine schools named National Blue Ribbon schools, a 

distinction that’s based on a school’s overall academic performance or progress in closing achievement 

gaps among student subgroups. The other two schools to receive the distinction are high schools in Cape 

Elizabeth and Yarmouth.  (:07 Education 6:54, 7:54) 

 

9-30-19 

The start of October signals the launching of several hunting seasons, including gray squirrel and 

snowshoe hares, with began on Saturday. The bear hunt is in full swing, and the main archery season is 

set to start on Saturday. Maine Wardens encourage residents to dress themselves and their pets in bright 

orange whenever they’re near the woods. (:08 Environment, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

 

A charity walk and family fun day in Ellsworth later this month aims to raise awareness of Huntington's 

disease, a fatal genetic disorder that causes a breakdown of cells in the brain. The event on October 

13th will include the walk, live music, face painting, and refreshments at Ellsworth High School. Find 

more information on the Maine Team Hope Walk Facebook page. (:08 Health, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 



 

3
rd

 QUARTER MAINE CONCERNS TOPICS 2019 

 

July 1 – September 30, 2019 

 

"Townsquare Media Maine Concerns" is a long-form interview segment running every Sunday 

morning at 6:20 A.M. (WWMJ), 11:10 A.M. (WDEA), 6:00am (WQCB), 6:00 am (WBZN), and 6:12AM 

(WEZQ) 

 

Each of the Maine Concerns reports is between 24 and 25 minutes in length. The following reports 

aired during the 2
nd

 quarter of 2019. 

 

7-7-19 

 

Health, Community, Economy, Public Safety (Length: 24:32) 

 

Blood Donors – Mary Brandt with the American Red Cross talks about the urgent need for blood in 

the state. She explains how hard it is to get people to donate in the summer and directs listeners to 

the website, or the Red Cross app to find blood drives in their area.  

 

The BARN – Jim Lapierre of the Bangor Area Recovery Network gives an update on some of the things 

going on at the facility, including the many services they provide to those dealing with substance 

abuse disorder. The facility that’s also home to the Young People in Recovery Group is hosting a 

community lobster dinner later this month. All the money raised will support the BARN’s many 

programs, that are not subsidized by state or federal funding. 

 

Bark for Life – Organizer Sarah Smith talks about changes that have been made to this dog-friendly 

fundraiser for the American Cancer Society. She explains how the money raised is used in Maine, to 

help cancer patients get to their appointments, among other ways. The fundraiser was postponed 

from May, so she stresses that there’s still plenty of time to sign up.  

 

Boating Safety – Corporal John MacDonald with the Maine Warden Service offers safe boating tips, 

including the importance of wearing a life jacket, rather than just having it in the boat. In addition, he 

discusses trip plans, and putting your contact information on your boat, in case it floats off.  

 

7-21-19 

 

Health, Public Safety, Education, Community (Length: 24:54) 

 

Military and Public Safety – Cindy Campbell chats with comedian Ron White about his upcoming 

show in Bangor, including the fact that active military members, veterans, and public safety personnel 

are all invited to attend for free. Ron talks about his military career and the many performances and 

public appearances that he’s done for members of the military.  

 

Whiffle Ball – Organizer Ken Clark talks with Cindy about the upcoming Orrington whiffle ball 

tournament. As well as giving information about the event, that’s a fundraiser for Orrington Rec, he 



also discusses the importance of sports for children, to teach them teamwork and help give them 

confidence.  

 

211 Maine – After Bangor and Brewer’s Mayors advised that homeless veterans call 211 for help 

finding housing, we shared this interview Cindy did with Program Manager Nikki Busman. Nikki 

explains the many uses for 211, including finding services and resources in your area, and learning 

ways to volunteer.  

 

Red Cross Blood – Mary Brandt with the American Red Cross talks about the urgent need for blood in 

the state. She explains how hard it is to get people to donate in the summer and directs listeners to 

the website, or the Red Cross app to find blood drives in their area.  

 

7-28-19 Education, Health, Public Safety, Community (Length: 24:35) 

 

Salvation Army – Cindy Campbell talks with Captain Rebecca Kirk, of the Salvation Army about an 

upcoming school supply drive. She discusses the need for supplies, not only for the parents to give to 

their children, but also for the teachers to provide to students. In addition to attending the drive, she 

provides a website where folks can purchase supplies online.  

 

Powassan Virus – Maine just had its first confirmed case of Powassan virus in 2 years, so we shared an 

interview Cindy did with Dr. Jonathan Busko about this tick-borne illness. He explains how its 

transmitted, what they possible symptoms are, and any long-term effects. In addition, he outlines 

preventative measures, like repellants and doing regular tick checks.  

 

Lyme Disease – Since we’re talking ticks, Cindy chatted with Dr. Siiri Bennett of the Maine CDC about 

Lyme Disease. She explains what symptoms to watch out for and what a person should do if they 

think they’ve been exposed. Like Dr. Busko, she also discusses long-term effects and how to prevent 

contracting the disease.  

 

Boating Safety - Corporal John MacDonald with the Maine Warden Service offers safe boating tips, 

including the importance of wearing a life jacket, rather than just having it in the boat. In addition, he 

discusses trip plans, and putting your contact information on your boat, in case it floats off. 

 

8-4-19 Community, Economy, Education, Environment (Length: 24:27) 

 

Welcome To Housing – Cindy Campbell talks with founder Chris Olsen about Welcome to Housing, an 

organization that collects donations of household items and gives them to people making big 

transitions. The items that range from furniture to cookware and toiletries are used to help people in 

shelters who are moving into permanent housing or domestic violence victims who are starting over. 

The organization needs volunteers who can help move the items. Olsen also talks about an 

educational program he hopes to start that will inform these folks about paying bills, making a 

budget, and paying taxes.  

 

211 Maine – Since few people know about Welcome to Housing, we’re sharing an interview with 211 

Maine Program Coordinator Nikki Busman about how folks can locate the resources they need. She 

explains how to access the database and the wealth of information that’s available there.  

 



Katahdin Woods and Waters – A group of Girl Scouts from East Millinocket sent us a public service 

announcement about the Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument, and the importance of 

keeping it safe. They talk about campfire safety and the importance of leaving the environment the 

way people found it.  

 

8-11-19 Education, Health, Community, Economy (Length: 24:45) 

 

Owls Head Transportation Museum – Cindy Campbell chats with Toby Stinson, Event Coordinator with 

the museum about an upcoming car auction. It’s the biggest fundraiser of the year for this non-profit, 

educational organization that works to educate people about the history of transportation.  

 

Rodeo for the Cure – Larry Frost of Apple Hill Stables LLC talks with Cindy about the international 

rodeo planned for September, to benefit Northern Light Eastern Maine Medical Center’s Champion 

the Cure Challenge. Proceeds from the event will benefit cancer patients in Maine, with things like 

rides to their treatments.  

 

American Red Cross - Mary Brandt with the American Red Cross talks about the urgent need for blood 

in the state. She explains how hard it is to get people to donate in the summer and directs listeners to 

the website, or the Red Cross app to find blood drives in their area. 

 

Summer CO Poisoning – Cindy chats with Dr. Christopher Pezzullo about how to prevent Carbon 

Monoxide Poisoning in the summer. His tips include keeping grills and generators outside, never 

working on motors in a building, and not swimming behind a boat. In addition, he details the 

symptoms of CO poisoning and what to do if you think you’ve been exposed.  

 

8-18-19 Public Safety, Environment, Health, Community, Economy (24:53) 

 

Fire Safety – Cindy Campbell chats with Jake Johnson of the Bangor Fire Department about fire safety. 

He offers tips on everything from heating systems, disposing of hot ashes, and holiday safety. In 

addition, he stresses the importance of smoke detectors and escape plans.  

 

Rodeo for the Cure – Larry Frost of Apple Hill Stables LLC talks with Cindy about the international 

rodeo planned for September, to benefit Northern Light Eastern Maine Medical Center’s Champion 

the Cure Challenge. Proceeds from the event will benefit cancer patients in Maine, with things like 

rides to their treatments.  

 

Salvation Army – Captain Rebecca Kirk talks with Cindy about the many services provided to the 

community by the Salvation Army. She explains how the Red Kettle money is used, including funding 

the food pantry and soup kitchen, as well as sending kids to summer camp. In addition, Kirk explains 

the process for residents in need to apply for heating assistance.  

 

Bangor Greendrinks – Cindy chats with Bangor Greendrinks Chair Greg Edwards about the 

organization that helps to fund environmental projects around the greater Bangor area. From trail 

maps to environmental grants, the group uses different methods to not only improve the local 

environment, but encourage people to get out and enjoy it. And they do all of it through a monthly 

series of parties.  

 



Katahdin Woods and Waters – A group of Girl Scouts from East Millinocket sent us a public service 

announcement about the Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument, and the importance of 

keeping it safe. They talk about campfire safety and the importance of leaving the environment the 

way people found it.  

 

8-26-19 Education, Health, Community, Economy (Length: 24:18) 

 

Dirigo Reads – Co-founder Dan Cashman talks with Cindy Campbell about a pilot program that will 

provide a free book a month to 1st graders in 6 Maine schools. The goal of the organization is to do 

the same for every 1st grader in the state. Cashman talks about the literacy levels in Maine and the 

dwindling attention spans of children as the catalyst for the program. He says the hope is to provide 

kids with books to everyone, including those who might not otherwise be able to get them. 

 

Bark for Life – Stacy Duran chats with Cindy about the dog-friendly Relay for Life coming up in less 

than two weeks that will benefit the American Cancer Society. She talks about changes to the event, 

but also details how the money benefits Maine, including providing rides to treatments for cancer 

patients and giving them a free place to stay when they travel to Boston for treatment. 

 

211 Maine – Cindy talks with 211 Maine Program Coordinator Nikki Busman about how folks can 

locate the services and resources they need. She explains how to access the database and the wealth 

of information that’s available there and how it acts sort of like the Yellow Pages, with volunteers to 

guide the caller to the possible help in their communities.  

 

9-8-19 Health, Education, Community, Public Safety (Length: 24:14) 

 

Suicide Prevention – September is National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month, so Cindy talks with 

Mary Gagne of Health Affiliates Maine about potential warning signs. Gagne explained some of the 

behaviors that can signal trouble, and what to do if someone thinks a friend or loved one is 

contemplating taking their own life. Cindy followed up with some local hotline and information 

numbers and websites.  

 

Dirigo Reads – Co-founder Dan Cashman talks with Cindy Campbell about a pilot program that will 

provide a free book a month to 1st graders in 6 Maine schools. The goal of the organization is to do 

the same for every 1st grader in the state. Cashman talks about the literacy levels in Maine and the 

dwindling attention spans of children as the catalyst for the program. He says the hope is to provide 

kids with books to everyone, including those who might not otherwise be able to get them. 

 

Back to School Safety – Cindy offers some reminders about back to school safety, including watching 

out for school buses and slowing down in school zones, even during the after-school hours.  

 

9-15-19 Health, Environment, Community, Economy (Length: 24:32) 

 

Carbon Monoxide Poisoning – Cindy Campbell chats with State Toxicologist Andrew Smith about the 

symptoms of CO Poisoning. He also outlines several ways that residents can be exposed to CO gas, 

including not properly venting generators, working on engines in garages, and using gas-powered 

appliances inside. In addition, he explains the importance of having CO detectors in the house. 

 



Welcome To Housing – Cindy Campbell talks with founder Chris Olsen about Welcome to Housing, an 

organization that collects donations of household items and gives them to people making big 

transitions. The items that range from furniture to cookware and toiletries are used to help people in 

shelters who are moving into permanent housing or domestic violence victims who are starting over. 

The organization needs volunteers who can help move the items. Olsen also talks about an 

educational program  he hopes to start that will inform these folks about paying bills, making a 

budget, and paying taxes.  

 

9-22-19 Health, Community, Public Safety (Length: 24:15) 

 

ALS Foundation – Cindy Campbell talks with Karla Weaton of the Northern New England ALS 

Foundation, about the organization. Wheaton explains what ALS, or Lou Gehrig’s disease is, and 

about new treatment options that are available, including a clinic in Southern Maine and an 

equipment lending facility that can help with things like wheelchairs and lifts. Wheaton talks about 

the ‘we challenge you,’ fundraiser that asks individuals and organizations to create their own 

challenges, i.e. golf tournaments or pie throwing contests, to raise money.  

 

Bangor Area Recovery Network – In recognition of Recovery Awareness Month, Cindy talks with Jim 

LaPierre, Director of the Bangor Area Recovery Network, or BARN. He explains the many services 

offered to people who are ready to enter recovery, including that it’s available to everyone, free of 

charge. There’s no waitlist to get help at the BARN. The organization has a family day planned this 

month that will include a display of stories from people in recovery.  

 

YPR – Cindy chats with Kayla Kalel, one of the organizers of Young People in Recovery, an organization 

that uses peer support to help young people through the recovery journey. Kayla talks about her own 

battle with addiction and how YPR has helped to change her life.  

 

9-29-19 Health, Community, Education, Economy (Length: 24:58) 

 

Hospice Volunteers – Cindy Campbell talks with Northern Light Homecare and Hospice Volunteer, 

Wayne Melanson, about what it takes to be a volunteer and how people apply. He explains that 

hospice volunteers are not there for medical functions, but rather to be a friend to a terminally ill 

patient and give respite to primary caregivers.  

 

Financial Aid – Cindy chats with Mila Tappan of the Finance Authority of Maine about applying for 

financial aid for higher education. Tappan discusses the types of aid available to students, the 

importance of filling out the Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA), and the benefits of filing as 

early as possible. Filing early means more money for students.  

 


