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The WWMJ News Department covers a variety of topics and issues through its news coverage Monday 

through Friday, with additional focus on issues and community concerns covered during weekend 

programming with the Sunday morning show, Maine Concerns. Our News Director is in regular contact 

with local, county, state and federal officials, community leaders and nonprofit organizations.  

The WWMJ newscasts air Monday-Friday at 6:54 and 7:54 a.m. It’s also important to note many of our 

news stories are also posted on line on our website at i95rocks.com 

Stories covered generally fall into the following categories: 

Crime- WWMJ covers stories we think are important to Maine residents from drug trafficking to scams 

and security related issues. When necessary, we support efforts of law enforcement by releasing names 

and information pertaining to missing person’s cases or searches. We’re in regular contact with the 

Maine Public Safety spokesman, Maine Emergency Management Agency, and Maine Drug Enforcement 

Agency. We also cover marine crime related stories with information provided by U.S. Coast Guard and 

Marine Patrol. 

Health- WWMJ covers a wide variety of health related stories and work with regional hospitals, the 

Maine CDC, and other organizations to get the word out about conferences, medical developments, 

viruses, and seasonal concerns like Lyme Disease or flu. Many of our stories dealing with public safety 

can be considered health related as well, citing our warnings about CO poisoning during power outages 

as one example. Additionally, we’ve provided coverage on changes as a result of the Affordable 

Healthcare Act. 

Economy-The economic struggles faced by Maine and the nation continue to dominate our news 

coverage. We continue to report on laws and initiatives affecting the economy as it relates to municipal, 

state, and federal programs and services. We report on training and development opportunities in the 

state as well as job fair activities. 

Environment-Our environmental coverage spans a wide variety of stories to promoting public hearings 

such as the DEP hearings for the Juniper Landfill in Old Town, or the public hearings on the DCP 

Midstream proposed liquid propane tank in Searsport, to stories about necropsies on whales. Stories 

that report on environmental damages as a result of train derailments or other such accidents are also 

reported. 

Education-WWMJ covers stories in Maine from school budgets to school safety initiatives. Stories about 

innovative college studies and research are also covered. 

Community-WWMJ recognizes the work of community non-profit groups who utilize volunteers to 

promote the general welfare of Maine citizens. From food drives to help feed those struggling seniors 



Downeast, to matching grant challenges to serve single mothers, to charity runs and concerts, WWMJ 

provides a lot of coverage for these kinds of events. 

Public Safety-WWMJ covers stories that impact the public safety of community which can run the gamut 

from natural disasters to police emergencies like shootings or standoffs. 

If the situation warrants, the News Director will include stories of national significance and those 

stories might include anything from National Security, Natural Disasters, Congressional activities or 

Presidential declarations. 

The following is an extensive sampling of our newscast content during the second quarter of 2019: 

4-1-19 

Acadia National Park officials have closed several trails in order to protect nesting peregrine falcons, and 

to shield visitors from their attempts to defend that nest. Trails have been temporarily closed near the 

Precipice, Jordan, and Valley Cove cliffs until further notice. (:10 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

Residents will take to the streets of Bangor this Saturday in support of ending homelessness. The annual 

Hike for the Homeless supports the efforts of the Bangor Area Homeless Shelter that served more than 

two thousand people last year with a clean, safe place to stay, a hot meal, and other services. Find more 

information at Bangor area shelter dot org. (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

4-8-19 

Anah Shriners will hold free pre-screening clinics for children to determine whether they're eligible to 

become a patient at Shriners Hospitals. No appointments are necessary for the screenings that will be 

held around the state this Saturday morning, including at the Anah Shrine in Bangor, Northern Light 

walk-in care in Ellsworth, and several other locations. Find more information on the Anah Shrine 

Facebook page. (:15 Health, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

A bill before lawmakers would make it a crime for police officers to have sexual contact with individuals 

under arrest or in custody. A public hearing will be held on the matter today that would also deem it a 

misdemeanor crime to have intimate contact with people who are temporarily detained. (:10 Crime, 

Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

4-9-19 

 

People attending the funeral of Maine State Police Detective Ben Campbell in Portland today should park 

in the Maine Mall parking lot, in the area sectioned off by law enforcement vehicles. Shuttles will be 

carrying passengers from the lot to the Cross Insurance Arena, where the services will start at 11 a.m. 

Doors open at 10. (:10 Public Safety, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Hollywood Casino will hold a ‘Game of Thrones’ themed blood drive this Friday. Donors will each receive 

a Game of Thrones ‘Bleed for the Throne' poster and will be entered to win a full-size iron throne from 

the series. The blood drive will run from 11 to 4 Friday in the Lancaster Room of the Casino. (:10 

Community, Health 6:54, 7:54) 



 

4-10-19 

 

Donations of art supplies are being collected to help outfit kids summer programs in the greater Bangor 

area. Katahdin Trust Company has partnered with the United Way for the drive, and donations can be 

dropped off at bank branches in Hampden, and on Springer Drive and Broadway in Bangor. (:10 

Community, Education 6:54, 7:54) 

The Maine DOT says the favorite bridge in Maine is named after fallen Somerset County Sheriff’s 

Corporal Eugene Cole. A poll on the MDOT social media pages determined tha the Norridgewock bridge 

was preferred over the Penobscot Narrows Bridge. Corporal Cole’s bridge spans the Kennebec River on 

Route 201A, near where the Cole family lives. (:10 Community, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

4-11-19 

Lawmakers are considering a bill that supporters say would allow terminally ill patients to die with 

dignity. The bill would allow adults with six months left to live to ask for a fatal dose of prescription 

drugs. The bill’s process includes two waiting periods, a second opinion, and written and oral requests. 

(:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

The former Madison paper mill has a new owner, and will be used to produce wood fiber insulation. Go 

Lab Inc. officials say the mill will employ more than 100 people once it’s up and running. They hope to be 

ready to move in by August or September. (:10 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

4-12-19 

A sure sign of Spring – approximately 2-and-a-half million bees have arrived in Hampden and have 

settled into new homes with area beekeepers. WVII-TV reports the bees spend the winters in Florida and 

then come back to Maine as warmer weather approaches. (:10 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

We wanted to remind you the Anah Shriners will hold pre-screening clinics from 9 to noon on Saturday 

for Shriners children’s Hospitals. No appointments are necessary for the clinics that will be held at 

various locations around the state, including at the Anah Shrine building on Broadway in Bangor and 

Northern Light walk-in care in Ellsworth. Find more information on the Anah Shrine Facebook page. (:15 

Health, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

4-15-19 

The City of Bangor is offering low-interest loans to residents interested in home ownership or making 

improvements to their current homes, through the Homebuyer Assistance and Residential Rehabilitation 

Loan Programs. Find more information and download loan application forms at Bangor Maine dot gov 

slash housing. (:15 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Literacy Volunteers of Bangor is looking for people willing to give their time to help prepare mailings, for 

their annual fundraising campaign. The mailings will be compiled between 9 am and 4 pm, over four 

days at the end of the month. Find more information and sign up to help at LV Bangor dot org. (:10 

Community, Education 6:54, 7:54) 

 

4-16-19 

 



Bangor Police say they've received reports of counterfeit 50 and 100 dollar bills being circulated in the 

area. They warn residents that fake bills are often slightly smaller than real bills and lighter in color, plus 

they usually all have the same serial number. Anyone with information about the bills is asked to contact 

the police department. (:15 Crime, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

 

An Ellsworth facility that helps families transition out of homelessness is benefitting from a block grant 

that was originally only intended for single family units or municipal properties. City Councilors this week 

voted to allow the CDBG grant to help pay for a sprinkler system at the Families First Community Center, 

because it follows the guidelines of helping low to moderate income people. (:15 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

4-17-19 

 

Governor Janet Mills is working on a program that would stock all of Maine's high school and middle 

schools with the overdose antidote drug, Naloxone. The administration also wants to improve and 

expand prevention education to younger grades. Mills says she would back legislation that would make 

staff training mandatory if needed, but she hopes schools will voluntarily participate. (:15 Education, 

Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Teaching children basic life skills was discussed at a public hearing in Augusta on Tuesday. The bill would 

require that students in elementary through high school learn a variety of skills, like cooking, sewing, and 

budgeting. Supporters think it would prepare kids for the real world while opponents say the curriculum 

is already too full and Maine doesn’t have enough trained teachers. (:15 Education 6:54, 7:54) 

 

4-18-19 

 

The University of Maine Alumni Association is once again holding a raffle that will provide one lucky 

student with free tuition for a year. Family and friends can enter, on behalf of a student for the drawing 

that will be held on May 7
th

. Find more information at U Maine Alumni dot com. (:10 Economy, 

Education 6:54, 7:54) 

The Jackson Laboratory plans to hire 300 more workers over the next year, including 40 new employees 

at the company’s Ellsworth mouse-breeding facility, nearly doubling its staff. Company officials also 

announced this week that its entry-level wage has increased to 15.75 per hour, following the completion 

of training.  (:10 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

4-19-19 

Emera Maine is warning customers of scam phone calls. April is the month that residents with 

outstanding bills can have their electricity shut off, so scammers are calling people and threatening to 

cut the power. Emera advises customers who receive a call to hang up and call the company, using the 

number that’s printed on their bill. (:15 Crime, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

Canoes and kayaks will take to the water tomorrow for the Kenduskeag Stream Canoe race, but 

organizers have made some changes, due to high water conditions. The finish line will now be 

immediately after ‘Shopping Cart’ since the water’s too high for boats to go safely under the last two 

bridges near Downtown Bangor. Find more information at Kenduskeag Stream Canoe Race dot com. (:15 

Public Safety, Community 6:54, 7:54) 



4-22-19 

The arrival of warmer temperatures is causing bears to wake from hibernation, so residents are 

reminded to take some precautions to avoid having one wander into their yard. Take in bird feeders at 

night, keep trash stored inside if possible, and clean barbecue grills thoroughly after using. Find more 

tips at ME Fish Wildlife dot com (:15 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

Folks will be walking for a great cause this Saturday morning, starting at the Brewer Auditorium, as they 

walk to fight multiple sclerosis. Participants can choose a 1 mile or 3 mile route in the walk that has 

raised more than a billion dollars since its inception in 1988. Find more information at Walk MS dot 

org. (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

4-23-19 

 

Ellsworth police will be collecting expired and unwanted medications during a Drug Take Back event on 

Saturday, in order to ensure they are safely disposed of. Officers will collect the drugs 9 to 1 on Saturday 

at the Ellsworth Chamber of Commerce on High Street. (:10 Health, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

Folks can recycle their unwanted electronics this Saturday during the Challenger Learning Center’s e-

waste event. Helpers will be on hand to unload the electronics which will   be recycled for free, although 

donations will be accepted. Find more information about the event at astronaut dot org. (:10 

Environment, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

4-24-19 

Ellsworth Police are inviting anyone addicted to opioids, heroin, or other prescription drugs to stop by 

the police station and connect with a volunteer angel. Downeast Project Hope volunteers will work to 

help find needed treatment and services for recovery, with the promise that the person will not be 

arrested. (:10 Health, Community, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

Residents of Caribou are celebrating the fact that their community is mostly snow-free, after setting a 

record for the most consecutive days with snow on the ground. The National Weather Service reports 

there was at least an inch of snow on the ground for 163 consecutive days, from November 10th through 

April 21st. That shattered the previous record of 155 days sixteen years ago.  (:15 Environment 6:54, 

7:54) 

 

4-25-19 

 

A new report has named Bangor one of the cleanest cities in the nation. The American Lung Association 

released a report this week that tracks Americans' exposure to unhealthy levels of ozone or particle 

pollution, both of which can be deadly. The report states that Bangor's overall air quality worsened last 

year, but is still one of only six Cleanest Cities nationwide. (:15 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Residents are invited to tour the Hose 5 Fire Museum in Bangor this afternoon. Bangor firefighters will 

be giving guided tours between 4:30 and 6:30 at the museum on State Street, and will have wine and 

other beverages available, along with snacks. Find more information at Bangor Historical Society dot 

org. (:10 Public Safety, Community 6:54, 7:54) 



4-26-19 

A recent increase in the number of measles outbreaks has health officials advising anyone born before 

1989 to get a vaccination. The current vaccine is given in two doses, but before 1989, only one shot was 

administered. There have been nearly 700 reported cases of measles this year, which is the highest since 

1994. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

The Maine Legislature has approved a bill that would require all students are fed a meal at school, 

whether or not they are able to pay. The proposal would require all communication about payment for 

meals involve only the school administration and the child’s parents or guardians. It aims to put a halt to 

openly stigmatizing students whose parents can’t pay or how have payments due. (:15 Education, 

Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

4-29-19 

 

An Orrington man is offering a 500 dollar reward for information that leads to the person responsible for 

dumping trash, including a broken toilet, on his property. Jerry Perkins has always allowed people to use 

his private Perkins Point Road for recreation, and is hoping someone saw some suspicious activity. A 

local couple surprised Perkins by cleaning up the mess, but he'd still like to know who left it there. (:15 

Environment, Crime 6:54, 7:54) 

 

We wanted to remind you of an auction being held on Wednesday at the Hilton Garden Inn, to benefit 

Ronald McDonald House charities. Up for auction, starting at 11:30 a.m., will be purses, jewelry, 

vacation getaways, and more. Find more information on the Purses with a Purpose Facebook page. (:10 

Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

4-30-19 

 

Forest Rangers are warning residents that, despite all the rain lately, it’s a dangerous time for wildfires. 

The sun is at an extreme angle with the earth right now and will dry out the topsoil very quickly, so on 

dry, warm days, the vegetation can ignite easily and the fire will spread quickly. Officials say it will be that 

way until everything really starts to green up. (:15 Environment, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

 

University of Maine students are preparing for the annual Maine Day Meal Pack-out, in which at least 65 

thousand boxed up meals are donated to food banks and community organizations that feed the hungry. 

Find information on how to donate on the Facebook page for the Maine Day Meal Pack-out 2019. (:10 

Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

5-1-19 

 

Maine DOT officials say several road construction projects have been set aside, in an effort to stay within 

their budget. A recent hike in bid prices has forced them to set aside paving work on South Main Street 

in Brewer, Stillwater Avenue in Old Town, and Route 15 in Orrington. A longer list of specific projects is 

expected in a few weeks. (:15 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

The Brewer High school robotics team will host an unusual fundraiser this Saturday at the high school. 

Along with a yard sale, the group is hosting a track meet for robots and encouraging students from 3
rd

 to 



8
th

 grade to take part. Find more information about getting signed up on the Brewer High school 

Robotics Orange Chaos Facebook page. (:15 Community, Education 6:54, 7:54) 

5-2-19 

Governor Mills made history this week when she signed into law a bill that makes Maine the first to ban 

Styrofoam food containers statewide. Styrofoam is not biodegradable and releases toxins as it breaks 

down, that can get consumed by wildlife and end up in the food supply. The ban won't go into effect 

until 2021, giving businesses time to make adjustments. (:15 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

 

There was a large turnout in Augusta on Wednesday to discuss a bill that would expand access to 

abortions in the state of Maine. The bill would expand access in rural areas by allowing physicians' 

assistants, midwives, and most nurse practitioners to perform the procedure. Opponents to the bill say 

they're concerned it would jeopardize women's health. (:15 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

5-3-19 

 

Members of United Bikers of Maine had tea with the Governor yesterday, in recognition of Motorcycle 

Safety Awareness month. They remind everyone to be safe around bikes by looking twice before pulling 

out into intersections, never driving too close behind them, and never trying to drive into the middle of a 

group of motorcyclists. In addition, motorcyclists are reminded to make sure drivers can see them. (:15 

Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

Governor Janet Mills has reinstated the Children’s Cabinet, an initiative that was originally started by 

then-Governor Angus King. It brings together commissioners from numerous departments, like the 

Department of Education and the DHHS. Some of the topics they’ll address include child poverty, child 

abuse, and accessing a quality education. (:10 Education, Health, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

5-6-19 

Governor Janet Mills has agreed to build a new pre-release center on the grounds of the former 

Downeast Correctional Facility that was closed by the former governor last year. The new facility will 

house 50 minimum-security prisoners, and employ 15 staff members.  (:10 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

Winslow High school students have been working with a program that uses video chat to create a virtual 

job fair. On Tuesday, job seekers from around the state, including the Winslow students, will be able to 

interview for job postings, as long as they have an internet connection. Get more information at Central 

Maine dot org. (:10 Education, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

5-7-19 

 

Experts say there may be a large number of ticks this year, so residents should take precautions, 

including doing regular tick checks. Wearing long pants, tucked into socks and long sleeved shirts when 

spending any time in wooded areas, keeping lawns mowed, and wearing repellent can all help avoid 

picking up ticks. (:10 Health, Environment 6:54, 7:54) 



The start of tourist season has health officials urging residents to make sure they’re up to date on their 

vaccinations. Maine hasn’t had a single confirmed case of measles, but with people from other states 

coming to Maine, and Mainers traveling to other destinations, they say it’s only a matter of time. (:10 

Health 6:54, 7:54) 

5-8-19 

Penobscot job corps in Bangor is inviting the public in for an open house from 10 to 2 on Thursday. There 

will be tours of the campus and information about the program that provides housing for students taking 

career technical and academic training, through the department of labor. Anyone planning to attend the 

event on Union Street in Bangor should bring a photo ID. (:15 Education 6:54, 7:54) 

 

There's a new twist on robocalls that could end up costing its victims a lot of money. It starts with your 

phone ringing once, usually late at night so it could be perceived as an urgent call. FCC officials say, if you 

call the number back, you may actually be connected to a number outside the U.S., with those additional 

call fees showing up on your bill. (Crime 6:54, 7:54) 

 

5-9-19 

 

The combination of grilling and campfire season and all the dry leaves and underbrush has fire officials 

cautioning about practicing fire safety. Grills should be kept at least three feet away from the house and 

deck, campfires and fire pits should be monitored at all times and fully extinguished before leaving. 

Learn the latest fire danger conditions at Maine Fire Weather dot org. (:15 Public Safety, Environment 

6:54, 7:54) 

Postal Workers will be collecting donations of non-perishable food items this Saturday, for the annual 

Stamp Out Hunger food drive. Residents are encouraged to leave their donations next to their mailboxes, 

to be picked up and distributed to local food pantries. (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

5-10-19 

Volunteers are needed to help clean up the lower end of the Kenduskeag Stream in Bangor on Saturday. 

Anyone interested in helping out should meet behind Penquis on Harlow Street at 9:30 Saturday 

morning. Find more information on the Facebook page for the Friends of Lower Kenduskeag. (:10 

Community, Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

 

When people think of tick-borne illnesses, they usually think of Lyme Disease, but another illness spread 

by ticks is the Powassan Virus, which can be spread much quicker after being bit and causes flu-like 

symptoms, in rare cases, encephalitis. Learn more about the Powassan Virus on our Sunday morning 

program, Maine Concerns. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

5-13-19 

Marine officials are warning of the dangers of extremely cold water after three teens had to be rescued 

when they ventured too far from shore in a small rowboat on Wednesday. Authorities had to work 

against the wind to tow them back into Falmouth. Officials say the cold water will disable a person very 

quickly, so it's best to wait a little longer in the season before venturing out. (:15 Public Safety, 

Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

 



A bill that would increase Maine's minimum teacher salary from 30 to 40 thousand dollars a year, 

starting in 2020, is making its way through the legislature. The bill would also call for more mentoring for 

teachers and says a teacher's salary can't stay at the minimum for more than two years. (:10 Economy, 

Education 6:54, 7:54) 

 

5-14-19 

Washington County residents now have a new way to provide tips of suspicious behavior or criminal 

activity. The Washington County Sheriff’s Office is working with Healthy Acadia and Tip411 to provide an 

anonymous tip line, including through a free app, that’s available on the department’s website. In 

addition, folks can text the keyword WCSO and the information to Tip411. (:15 Public Safety, Community 

6:54, 7:54) 

A gun range in Bucksport will hold a Children’s Fun Field Day at the range this Saturday, with activities to 

include archery, gun safety and shooting, map and compass skills, and crafts. One person under the age 

of 16 will win a free lifetime hunting and fishing license. Find more information on the event that runs 

from 10 to 2 on the Bucks Mills Rod and Gun Club Facebook page. (:15 Community, Education 6:54, 7:54) 

5-15-19 

Governor Janet Mills has released her budget proposal, which includes 20 million dollars being directed 

to the state’s rainy day fund, 15 million toward Riverview Psychiatric Center’s federal debt, 20 million in 

school repairs, and 5 point 5 million for opioid programs. Republicans are criticizing the proposal, saying 

it’s too high a starting point. (:10 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

May is national bike month, so a free bike repair clinic is planned this week at the Maine Discovery 

Museum. Rose Bicycle will host the clinic that’s planned from noon to 1 on the first floor of the museum, 

when the public can bring in their bikes and have any issues fixed while they wait. (:10 Community 6:54, 

7:54) 

5-16-19 

It will be a day of caring on the Bangor Waterfront, from 11 to 2 on Tuesday, May 21
st

, when non-profit 

Community Care offers bagged lunches and bags of hygiene items to anyone who can use them. In 

addition, there will be live music and representatives from Community Care and other local agencies to 

offer information about available resources.  (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

5-17-19 

Two expos are going on in Maine this weekend, including the Northeast Livestock Expo which kicked off 

with children's day yesterday in Windsor, with more than 50 agricultural exhibits at the fairgrounds. And 

in Bangor, it's the 2019 Loggers Expo at the Cross Insurance Center today and tomorrow, with more than 

200 companies from the U.S. and Canada taking part, with everything from personal use chainsaws to 

commercial logging equipment. (:15 Environment, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

It’s not too late to register for the 20
th

 Annual Relay for Life of Hancock County, coming up June 1
st
 at the 

Ellsworth Elementary/Middle School. From 11 a.m. to 11 p.m., teams will take part in walking on the 



track, survivor and luminaria ceremonies, and even a fun run. Get more information on the Relay for Life 

Hancock County Facebook page. (:10 Health, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

5-20-19 

Anyone who's traveled to Caribou recently and dined at Burger Boy may want to contact their doctor 

after one of the food service workers was diagnosed with hepatitis. Officials say anyone who ate at the 

restaurant between May 3rd and 13th should check with their doctor to make sure their vaccinations are 

up to date. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

A community forum in Ellsworth on Tuesday will provide the public with information about the 

effectiveness of vaccines in preventing the spread of disease. In addition, health officials will offer free 

vaccinations for children under the age of 18, who are with a parent or guardian. The forum will start at 

5:30 tomorrow at Maine Coast Memorial Hospital. (:10 Health, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

5-21-19 

 

Forest Rangers are investigating an illegal fire made up mostly of tires that was discovered at Dead Man's 

Landing in Princeton. The property is privately owned but public recreational access is allowed for 

swimming and fishing. Dale McArthur, a local resident who appreciates having access to the lake, helped 

fire rangers clean up the mess left behind. (:10 Public Safety, Crime 6:54, 7:54) 

 

The unemployment rate in Maine continues to hold steady at a little more than 3 percent, amid a record-

setting stretch of low joblessness. The state says the unemployment rate has been less than 4 percent 

for 40 consecutive months, which is the longest such stretch on record. (:10 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

5-22-19 

 

 

Maine health officials say a child in Somerset County has been diagnosed with the state's first case of 

measles since 2017, and has recovered from the illness. It's not known where the child came in contact 

with the disease, but health officials encourage residents to check their vaccination records and make 

sure their MMR vaccine is up to date. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

The American Red Cross is offering tips on how to stay safe in the water, in advance of Memorial 

Weekend, like always swimming with a buddy, and in water that's monitored by a lifeguard. Always stay 

within arm’s reach of children when they're swimming, and wear your life jacket when in a boat. Find 

more safety tips and kid-friendly games and activities on the Red Cross Swim App. (:10 Community 6:54, 

7:54) 

 

5-23-19 

 

Kids in kindergarten through sixth grade can apply for a scholarship to spend a week at the Bangor Y's 

Camp G. Pierce Webber for free, thanks to a former camper who will pick up the tab. The scholarships 

are named for Alexandra Johnston, who said she wants other kids to experience the benefits of a Y 

camp. Find more information at Bangor Y dot org or on our Sunday morning program, Maine 

Concerns. (:15 Education, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 



The public is invited to attend the annual Team Mimi Softball tournament, coming up next weekend. 

Along with just cheering on the teams, there will be concessions and raffles, all to support the Champion 

the Cure Challenge. The games will be played from 8 to 6, June 1
st

 at the Union Street Athletic Field. (:10 

Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

5-24-19 

 

Highway officials say there will be nearly a million cars on Maine highways this weekend. Drivers are 

encouraged to pay attention, especially in the Portland area where road construction has the speed limit 

lowered to 45 and there are several lane shifts. The turnpike authority says there's been an increase in 

traffic accidents in that area since the construction began. (:10 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Plans are in the works to construct an anaerobic digester in Clinton, which would convert cow manure 

into natural gas,that would then be used to heat homes in Maine. Summit Utilities plans to spend about 

20 million dollars on the renewable natural gas project, calling it an innovative technology that will help 

mitigate climate change. (:10 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

 

5-28-19 

 

Drivers are reminded to watch for motorcycles, after an accident on Route 1 in Hancock on Saturday 

afternoon. A husband and wife were both injured when they were unable to avoid a car that pulled out 

in front of them. Neither rider was wearing a helmet. (:10 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

 

A commercial waste-processing facility in Hampden will start its commercial operations on July 1st, 

although it’s currently receiving some solid waste shipments. The facility, built by Fiberight, will serve 

115 communities.  (:06 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

 

5-29-19 

 

Bangor Greendrinks will unveil its 2
nd

 ediction Bangor area Trails Map and Guide on Tuesday, June 11
th

, 

during a family-friendly event on the rooftop of the new Bangor Savings Bank. The guide features over 

150 miles of trails and trail networks throughout the Bangor area that are open to the public. Find more 

information on the Greendrinks Map Party Facebook page. (:15 Community, Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

 

The Maine Emergency Management agency advises residents to keep their vaccination records and 

prescribed medication information on their cellphone or in the cloud. In case of an evacuation or an 

emergency, all those vital records would be available, without having to carry a paper copy. (:10 Health 

6:54, 7:54) 

 

5-30-19 

 

Mainers are urged to check their credit statements after men from out of state were arrested in 

southern Maine, accused of stealing credit cards. Kennebunkport Police say they’re suspected of taking 

credit card offers from residents’ mailboxes, applying for the cards, and then returning to collect the new 

cards before the residents noticed. (:10 Crime, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 



Two Bangor High school students won big at the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair in 

Arizona. Tyler Delargy placed third in physical sciences, winning fifteen hundred dollars for a wearable 

camera that would help the visually impaired. And Amara Ifeji won a total of eight thousand dollars for a 

plant filter that would help remove metal contaminates from drinking water. (:15 Education 6:54, 7:54) 

5-31-19 

Spectators are invited to watch the games at the Team Mimi Softball Tournament tomorrow at the Union 

Street Athletic Fields in Bangor, and take part in raffles, all to raise money for the Champion the Cure 

challenge. Founder Tom Hosmer named the tournament after his grandmother, who died of ovarian 

cancer. Find more information on the Team Mimi Softball Tournament Facebook page. (:10 Community 

6:54, 7:54) 

6-3-19 

The Seacoast Mission in Northeast Harbor has found a temporary replacement, while its own boat is out 

of commission. The organization that delivers food, medicine, worship facilities, and health care to island 

residents, has taken over a 34-foot Downeast Cruiser that’s been christened the Moonbeam, until the 

regular boat, called the Sunbeam, can be fixed. (:10 Community, Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

6-4-19 

 

A bill that would allow doctors to prescribe terminally ill people a fatal dose of medication passed in the 

Maine House by 1 vote yesterday, and now faces final legislative action in the senate. Supporters say it 

would give dying patients the right to go peacefully, while critics worry that doctors could make 

mistakes. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Thursday is the 75
th

 anniversary of D-Day, so Honor Flight Maine is holding a special ceremony at the 

Maine National Guard Joint Force Headquarters in Augusta. Starting at 1, the hour-long event will honor 

all World War 2 Vets. Find more information at Honor Flight Maine dot org. (:06 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

6-5-19 

 

The Maine Department of Corrections is kicking off a pilot program next month that will offer medication 

and counseling to as many as 150 inmates with opioid addictions before their release. Inmates who 

agree to participate in the program will start getting Suboxone on July 1
st

, and will stay on it until their 

release dates, in about 90 days. (:10 Public Safety, Health 6:54, 7:54) 

A launch party at Dysart’s on Broadway in Bangor this Thursday evening will offer information about the 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s, coming up in October. The open-house style event starts at 5 p.m. and will 

feature door prizes, and a ‘brain-health-themed’ trivia night. Find more information on the Facebook 

event page for the Eastern Maine Walk Kickoff Party. (:10 Health, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

6-6-19 

The Bangor Police Department’s annual bike auction will take place this Saturday at the Bangor Parks and 

Rec building on Main Street. Officials say over 80 bikes will be auctioned off with the proceeds to benefit 



the department’s community service fund. Bidder registration and the auction preview starts at 9, while 

the auction begins at 10. (:10 Public Safety, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

A bill before lawmakers would ban the use of tanning beds for kids under the age of 18. Supporters say 

research shows overexposure to ultraviolet light at a young age can increase the chances for skin cancer 

late in life. Critics say the bill will harm the tanning business. (Health 6:54, 7:54) 

6-7-19 

Maine may become the third state to ban single-use plastic bags, starting in April of 2020. The bill, which 

supporters say targets hard-to-recycle plastic bags, has passed its final vote in the Senate and is now 

awaiting Governor’s Mills signature or veto. (:10 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Funding is the only obstacle to a new bill that would boost needle exchange programs in Maine. The 

proposal sailed through the House and Senate but is now awaiting funding as lawmakers hash out the 

state’s two-year budget. The goal of the 1-point-seven million dollar program would be to decrease the 

rising number of Hepatitis C cases in the state. (:10 Health, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

6-11-19 

 

Nominations are being accepted for the Department of Inland fisheries and Wildlife’s Lifetime Outdoor 

Achievement Award. Too be eligible, nominees must have hunted, trapped, and fished in Maine for a 

combined total of 40 years. Find more information at ME Fish Wildlife dot com. (:10 Community, 

Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

 

It was a good year for elver fishing, which wrapped up its season earlier this month. Officials say the 

elvers sold for nearly 21-hundred dollars a pound this year, for a total take of around 20 million dollars at 

the docks. That’s the third highest figure on record. (:10 Environment, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

6-12-19 

 

Folks are invited to celebrate Maine's farm to table industry this weekend at the first-ever AgriCulture 

food tour and downtown festival in Skowhegan. The tour will include making pasta, touring the Somerset 

grist mill, grinding corn, and sampling craft beer. Find a schedule of events at agriculture Maine dot 

org. (:10 Environment, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Brewer students, entering grades six through nine, can learn more about working in the police and fire 

departments by enrolling in the Junior Public Safety Academy. The free hands-on program will explore 

topics like traffic enforcement, criminal investigation, fire safety, CPR, and first aid. Applications are being 

accepted until June 21st. (:10 Education, Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

 

6-13-19 

 

Governor Janet Mills signed legislation this week, making Maine the 8th state to legalize medically 

assisted suicide, despite her own uncertainty about the measure. The bill would allow doctors to 

prescribe a fatal dose of medication to terminally ill patients. Supporters say those patients should be 

able to choose a peaceful end while opponents say it puts them in grave danger. (:15 Health 6:54, 7:54) 



 

The American Red Cross has launched its Missing Types Campaign to raise awareness that there's often 

not enough type A, B, and O blood to meet all the need. In addition, summer always sees a drop in 

donations. Find more information about local blood drives at Red Cross Blood dot org. (:10 Health 6:54, 

7:54) 

 

6-14-19 

 

Voters approved a 44-million dollar project that will build a new school for RSU 24. The combination high 

school and middle school will be built on the same property where Sumner Memorial High school is 

located. Construction is expected to begin in 2020. (:10 Education, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

6-17-19 

A bill awaiting Governor Mills’s approval would give the state until March of next year to adopt water 

quality rules that ensure sustenance fishing rights and protect against toxic pollutants. The bill would 

designate certain water bodies for sustenance fishing, if there may be increased fish consumption by 

tribes or other citizens.  (:10 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

 

6-18-19 

 

Governor Janet Mills has signed a 7-point-eight billion dollar two-year budget. Included in the plan is 75 

million dollars in property tax relief as well as increased funding for education and health care. In 

addition, 18 million dollars will be placed into the rainy day fund. (:10 Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

Maine passed legislation this week that will ban single-use plastic bags at grocery stores by April of 2020. 

In addition, the law states that retailers can charge at least 5 cents for recycled paper or reusable plastic 

bags, in an effort to encourage patrons to bring their own, reusable bags. Heavier plastic bags that can 

withstand 75 repeated uses will be allowed. (:10 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

6-19-19 

The Maine Department of Transportation is warning drivers about the construction on Route 1A, near 

Ellsworth, and that it’s important to slow down. The milled surface and recent rains mean that it’s often 

necessary to stay below the posted 55 miles per hour speed to be safe. Paving is expected to start this 

week, so the project should be done by midsummer. (:15 Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Registration is open for the Bangor Chamber Challenge Golf tournament, coming up on Friday, 

September 6
th

. The 27-hole challenge will include breakfast and a barbeque lunch at the Bangor 

Municipal Golf Course. Find more information at Bangor Region dot com. (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

6-20-19 

 

Game Wardens are reminding residents of the importance of leaving young animals alone, even if they 

appear to have been abandoned. Mothers often leave their babies alone while they hunt for food, but 

will return to take care of them. Anyone who has concerns about an animal’s who’s been alone for a 

while should contact the warden’s service to check it out. (:15 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

Literacy Volunteers is celebrating its 50th year with a book drive on June 25th at the Briar Patch on 

Central Street in Bangor. From 11 to 3 on that day, people can either drop off new or gently used books, 



or they can buy books at the Briar Patch and donate them. Find more information on the Literacy 

Volunteers of Bangor Facebook page. (:15 Education, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

6-21-19 

A bill to protect the victims of financial abuse was signed into law this week. Economic abuse can be a 

big piece of domestic violence, destroying a person's credit, and making it impossible for them to find 

housing or get a job. This bill will help victims obtain protection orders and repair their credit. (:10 Crime, 

Public Safety 6:54, 7:54) 

 

6-24-19 

 

A new law signed by Governor Janet Mills will allow over-the-counter drugs to be sold in vending 

machines. Under the law, the available medications would include emergency contraception pills. 

Lawmakers amended the bill to prevent the machines from being located in schools and child care 

facilities.  (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

A blood drive is being held today at the American Red Cross blood donor center on Hammond Street in 

Bangor. Red Cross officials say the need is great this time of year, when schools are closed and donations 

go down. All donors will receive a Game of Thrones poster from 9 to 2 today. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

6-25-19 

Governor Janet Mills signed into law this week a bill package for prescription drug reform, in hopes of 

lowering prices. One bill would allow the importation of prescription drugs from Canada, where they are 

much cheaper, and another focuses on stopping pharmacy benefit managers from increasing the cost to 

the consumer. (:10 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

Law enforcement agencies from around the state will compete this Saturday in the 2nd annual softball 

tournament named for Somerset County Sheriff's Corporal Eugene Cole. Proceeds from this year's event 

at Skowhegan Middle school will benefit the family of State Police Detective Ben Campbell who died in 

the line of duty. Find more information on the Facebook event page for the Corporal Cole Softball 

tournament. (:15 Public Safety, Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

6-26-19 

 

It’s an especially bad year for Mainers who are dealing with a species of moth that causes an itchy rash in 

humans. The browntail moth can also cause widespread tree defoliation. Anyone with questions about 

the moths and how to get rid of them should call 211 for more information.  (:10 Environment 6:54, 

7:54) 

Eastern Maine Community College is answering the call for more medical assistants in the greater 

Bangor area by offering a one-year course for free to 40 students. The program would include tuition, 

fees, textbooks, and scrubs. Find more information on how to enroll in the program at EMCC dot edu. 

(:10 Education 6:54, 7:54) 

6-27-19 



Governor Janet Mills signed three bills this week aimed at fighting climate change by ushering in 

renewable energy. One bill will reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the state by 80%, over the next 30 

years, while another would create new incentives for energy efficient heating and develop solar 

incentive programs. (:10 Environment 6:54, 7:54) 

 

The public is invited to remember a Lincoln native and Congressional Medal of Honor recipient during 

Master Sgt Gary Gordon Day, this Saturday. A full day of activities is planned, as well as a dedication 

ceremony when the Lincoln/Chester Bridge will be renamed in his honor. Find a full schedule of activities 

on the Facebook page for MSG Gary Gordon Day. (:10 Community 6:54, 7:54) 

 

6-28-19 

Patients of Blue Hill Memorial Hospital will now have to go to Maine Coast Hospital in Ellsworth for 

surgical procedures. Northern Light officials say it's a way to better serve their patients, while also 

keeping the healthcare system's financial concerns in mind. Surgical workers in Blue Hill are being 

offered other employment opportunities in the company. (:15 Health 6:54, 7:54) 

 

Husson University is now offering financial assistance for National Guard members. It's the first private 

college in Maine to meet the requirements and take part in the National Guard Tuition Assistance 

program. Find more information at Husson dot edu. (:10 Education, Economy 6:54, 7:54) 

 

 

2
nd

 QUARTER MAINE CONCERNS TOPICS 2019 

 

April 1 – June 30, 2019 

 

"Townsquare Media Maine Concerns" is a long-form interview segment running every Sunday 

morning at 6:20 A.M. (WWMJ), 11:10 A.M. (WDEA), 6:00am (WQCB), 6:00 am (WBZN), and 6:12AM 

(WEZQ) 

 

Each of the Maine Concerns reports is between 24 and 25 minutes in length. The following reports 

aired during the 1
st

 quarter of 2019. 

 

4-14-19 Environment-Health-Community (Length - 24:18) 

 

Ticks – Cindy Campbell talks with Jim Dill of the University of Maine Cooperative Extension Tick Lab 

about the tiny insects that have just started showing up for Spring. He discusses the different kinds of 

ticks, and the various diseases that they carry. Dill offers tips on how to avoid being bitten and 

explains that ticks that people have removed can be sent to the tick lab. The experts will identify the 

type of tick it is, and the diseases that it may carry.  

 

Lyme Disease – Cindy chats with Dr. Siiri Bennett of the Maine Center for Disease Control about the 

symptoms of Lyme Disease. Dr. Bennett discusses ways to avoid getting bit, and what signs to watch 

for, after a person does remove an embedded tick. She also explains the long-term effects of Lyme 

Disease and discusses the treatment options.  



 

Bears – It’s the season for bears to be waking up from hibernation, so Cindy talks with bear biologist 

Jen Vachon about how to avoid attracting them to the yard. She talks about taking in bird feeders, 

keeping grills clean, and storing trash inside, among other suggestions. Vachon also offers tips on 

what to do if a bear does find its way into the yard.  

 

211 Maine – 211 Maine Program Administrator Nikki Busman explains to Cindy the many service 

listings that can be found on the free phone number/website. Folks can find everything from the 

location of the nearest food pantry, to crisis hotline numbers, to recycling centers to help them 

unload all their old stuff during Spring cleaning.  

 

4-21-19 Health-Economy-Community (Length – 24:18) 

 

Relay for Life – Cindy Campbell chats with Stacy Durant of the American Cancer Society about this 

annual event that’s coming up in May. Stacy talks about changes in the event, including the venue 

and time, and about how even spectators can help to raise money. She explains how the money is 

used, including providing rides to cancer patients in Maine. 

 

Bark for Life – Cindy talks with Organizer Sarah Smith about an event that’s similar to Relay for Life, 

expect folks are encouraged to bring their dogs. Like Relay, all the money raised by the event goes to 

support the American Cancer Society and cancer patients in Maine. 

 

Ronald McDonald House Charities – RMHC has a fundraiser coming up in May, to help fund the 

organization’s many programs. Stacy Weidner of Ronald McDonald House Charities explains the many 

functions of the group, including the houses that offer a family-type living arrangement for people 

with children in the hospital, a family room in the hospital in Portland, and the grants that they offer. 

She also explains the Purses with a Purpose fundraiser in May. 

 

Fresh Air Fund - Cindy talks with Jennifer Leavitt, who is an administrator and host mother for the 

Fresh Air Fund, which gives inner-city kids from New York City a chance to come to Maine for a week 

or more during the summer. She discusses the advantages to the kids, the requirements for the host 

families, and especially the rewards experienced by all. 

 

4-28-18 Community, Public Safety, Education, Environment, Health (Length: 24:54) 

Beal College Fundraiser – Cindy Campbell talks with Beal College student Jessica Murry about 

fundraisers she’s organizing, that will benefit the family of fallen Maine State Police Trooper Benjamin 

Campbell. She talks about her own connection to law enforcement and how the tragedy hit close to 

home. All of the fundraisers are being held at, and with the cooperation of, the school administration. 

Bears – With videos popping up on social media of bear sightings around the state, Cindy shares an 

interview she did with Maine Warden Service Bear Biologist Jen Vachon about how to avoid attracting 

bears to your own property. She advises taking in any food stuffs, covering trash cans and cleaning 

grills (and taking them all inside), and taking bird feeders in at night.  



Suicide – A group of students gathered this weekend in honor of Suicide Awareness, so Cindy shares 

an interview she did with Mary Gagne of Health Affiliates Maine. Gagne discusses how someone gets 

to that point, the warning signs that may indicate someone is considering suicide, and what to do if 

you suspect someone of considering it. She offers websites and phone numbers, along with local 

resources that could help. 

Color Bangor – Organizers of the American Folk Festival announced this week that their biggest 

fundraiser, Color Bangor, is going away next year. So Cindy chats with Executive Director Heather 

McCarthy about what’s involved in the 5K fun run/walk and how people can get signed up. Heather 

also explains that all the money raised by the event helps to support the festival’s lack of an 

admission fee.  

5-5-19 Health, Community, Environment, Public Safety (Length: 24:32) 

Stroke Awareness – May is National Stroke Awareness Month, so Cindy Campbell talks with Dr. Gillian 

Gordon-Perue of Northern Light Eastern Maine Medical Center about the topic. Dr. Gordon-Perue 

explains what causes a stroke, its effects on the body, and details warning signs to watch out for. In 

addition, she emphasizes the importance of getting help as quickly as possible to minimize the 

damage.  

Cancer Fundraiser- The Greater Bangor Bark for Life dog-friendly event is less than a week away, so 

Cindy, who co-hosts the event, talks with organizer Sarah Smith about some new changes this year. 

Smith also talks about how people can get involved and the many ways that the funds raised work to 

help cancer patients in Maine, including providing rides to their treatments. 

Ticks – Tick season is just getting started and it looks like it’s going to be a bad one. So Cindy talks 

with Pest Specialist Jim Dill, of the University of Maine Tick Lab, about the many different varieties of 

ticks. He explains which ones are dangerous and how to tell them apart. And Dill gives tips on how to 

avoid getting bit.  

Beal College Fundraiser – Cindy talks with Beal College student Jessica Murry about fundraisers that 

she’s helping plan, with all the proceeds to be donated to the family of Maine State Police Detective 

Ben Campbell, who died in the line of duty. Murry is the daughter and sister of law enforcement 

officers, and so says her heart goes out to the Campbell family.  

5-12-19 Health, Environment, Public Safety, Economy (Length: 24:48) 

Powassan Virus – Dr. Jonathan Busko of St Joseph’s Hospital talks with Cindy Campbell about the 

Powassan Virus, a tick-borne illness that can have devastating effects. He explains how quickly the 

virus can be transmitted, symptoms to watch out for, and the best prevention from getting infected.  

Lyme Disease – Since the last segment has everyone thinking about Lyme, Cindy talks with Dr. Siiri 

Bennett of the Maine Centers for Disease Control about symptoms of Lyme, long-term effects of the 

disease, and what types of treatments are available.  



Boating Safety – Boating season has started and so Cindy talks with Corporal John MacDonald of the 

Maine Warden Service about basic safe boating tips. He discusses the importance of wearing life 

vests, doing safety checks on the boat before heading out, and letting someone know where you plan 

to travel, and when you expect to get back home.  

211 Maine - 211 Maine Program Administrator Nikki Busman explains to Cindy the many service 

listings that can be found on the free phone number/website. Folks can find everything from the 

location of the nearest food pantry, to crisis hotline numbers, to recycling centers to help them 

unload all their old stuff during spring cleaning. 

5-19-19 Health, Community, Economy, Education, Environment (Length: 24:58) 

Community Care – Cindy Campbell talks with Sean Scovil and Amy Pierce of Community Care about 

an upcoming Day of Caring. The waterfront event will feature bagged lunches and bags of hygiene 

products given out to those in need, as well as tables with information with resources available to the 

needy on a variety of topics.  

Camp Capella – Harvey Chesley of Camp Capella gives the details about two upcoming events that 

will raise funds for the camp that serves children and adults with a wide variety of disabilities. He also 

talks about the challenges of operating a camp that needs specialized medical professionals on staff, 

at all times.  

Relay for Life of Hancock County – Cindy talks with organizer Brandy Marchetti about the upcoming 

Relay for Life Event in Ellsworth. She gives specifics about the schedule of events on June 1
st

, and also 

details about how the money is used. Some of the funds raised for the American Cancer Society help 

provide rides to Maine cancer patients, and fund Hope Lodges that give families of patients a free 

place to stay.   

Brewer High School – Cynthia McLaughlin chats with Cindy about Brewer High School’s Outdoor 

Education program, that offers an out-in-nature alternative to basic physical education. Students 

learn about surviving in the outdoors, and skills like hiking, kayaking, and canoeing. The group is 

holding a flower sale to help fund their many projects.  

5-26-19 Health, Education, Community, Economy, Environment (Length: 24:06) 

Bangor Y Scholarships – Cindy Campbell talks with the Bangor Y’s Executive Director, Diane Dickerson, 

and Camp G. Pierce Webber’s Nature Director, Aliexandria Johnston, about the summer camp 

programs’ scholarships, including one being offered by Johnston. She’s going to cover the cost of 

tuition, for a week, for two campers, as way to ‘pay it forward’ after spending her youth going to Y 

camps. Dickerson also talks about the educational programs at the camps, from basic survival to 

leadership skills.  

Purple Iris Foundation – Cindy chats with Purple Iris Foundation founder, Christina Parrish, about the 

organization that works to raise awareness of pancreatic cancer. An 11-year survivor of stage 4 

pancreatic cancer, Parrish talks about what it meant to her to start the organization that now offers 



support programs to cancer patients and about a charity hike in honor of one man who recently 

passed away from the disease. Both of these segments emphasize the importance of being outside 

and appreciating life at its most basic form...in nature. 

6-2-19 Public Safety, Health, Education, Community, Economy (Length: 24:54) 

Boating Safety – Cindy Campbell talks with Corporal John MacDonald of the Maine Warden Service 

about boating safety tips. He stresses the importance of wearing a life vest, rather than just keeping it 

in the boat, and letting someone know when you’re leaving, where you’re going, and when you 

expect to return, so searchers know where to look, in case something happens. In addition, he 

discusses putting info on the boat, so rescuers know who to call, if the boat is found in trouble.  

Bangor Y Camps – Cindy talks with Bangor Y CEO Diane Dickerson about the Bangor Y camp programs, 

and the difference between Camp G. Pierce Webber and Camp Jordan. She explains the many 

educational programs they offer, including leadership skills. Also in the discussion is Aliexandria 

Johnston, who’s still taking applications for two week-long scholarships to one of the camps.  

Camp Capella – The first of Camp Capella’s fundraisers is less than a week away, so Cindy talks with 

fundraising coordinator Harvey Chesley about the day of go-karts and miniature golf in Holden that 

will help pay for expansions at the camp. Chesley also talks about the challenges of operating a camp 

for children with a variety of disabilities, including the need for medical staff.  

6-9-19 Environment, Economy, Health, Community (Length: 24:33) 

Bangor Greendrinks – Cindy Campbell chats with Bangor Greendrinks Chair Greg Edwards about this 

organization that works to improve the environmental sustainability of the Greater Bangor area. 

Through monthly social gatherings, sponsored by environmentally conscious organizations, the group 

raises consciousness but also funds that are used for things like grant programs, trails maps, and 

improving current green spaces.  

Salvation Army – Captain Rebecca Kirk talks with Cindy about the organization’s many efforts to feed 

the hungry, including its food pantry/soup kitchen, and youth feeding program. She invites everyone 

to the ‘Need Knows No Season’ breakfast coming up this week, which is a fundraiser for the many 

food sustainability programs.  

211 Maine - 211 Maine Program Administrator Nikki Busman explains to Cindy the many service 

listings that can be found on the free phone number/website. Folks can find everything from the 

location of the nearest food pantry, to crisis hotline numbers, to recycling centers to help them 

unload all their old stuff during spring cleaning. 

6-16-19 Health, Economy, Community, Public Safety (Length: 24:48) 

Summer CO Poisoning – Cindy Campbell talks with Dr. Christopher Pezzullo about the ways people 

can be exposed to carbon monoxide in the summer. He discusses power outages and the use of 

generators, but also the dangers of swimming behind a boat, and operating engines inside. Dr. 



Pezzullo also talks about when people open up their camps for the summer, and cautions them to 

check gas lines for any possible leaks that happened during the winter.  

Camp Capella – With Camp Capella’s spaghetti dinner fundraiser less than a week away, Cindy chats 

with Fundraising Coordinator, Harvey Chesley, about the camp that serves children and adults with 

disabilities. Chesley also talks about the challenges of operating a camp for children with a variety of 

disabilities, including the need for medical staff. 

Islesboro Crossing – Cindy Chats with Cindy Beaton and Melissa Arndt of LifeFlight of Maine about 

the organization that flies the state’s most critically injured patients to medical facilities both in and 

out of Maine. They discuss the need for a new helicopter and a fundraising event coming up in 

August that will help them earn the money to purchase one. The Islesboro Crossing is a 5k, in which 

participants swim the distance, rather than run.  

6-22-19 

Fireworks Safety – Cindy Campbell talks with Jake Johnson of the Bangor Fire Department about 

some basic fireworks safety tips, including never modifying fireworks. He discusses the importance of 

keeping kids and pets away from the fireworks and having a bucket of water and/or a fire 

extinguisher nearby. In addition, he advises checking with the local fire department to learn the 

specific ordinance in their community.  

Suicide – Mary Gagne of Health Affiliates Maine talks with Cindy about the warning signs that 

someone may be contemplating suicide, and the person’s state of mind when they get to that point. 

She offers information about resources, not only for the person who’s thinking about taking their life, 

but also to the people left behind after a loved one dies.  

U-Maine Tick Lab – Jim Dill of the University of Maine’s Tick Lab talks about the many varieties of ticks 

in Maine (there are 14), and which ones are considered dangerous because they carry disease. He 

explains how residents can send the ticks they find to the lab to be identified, so they know whether 

to be concerned.  

Lyme Disease – Since everyone’s already itching from the last interview, Cindy chats with Dr. Siiri 

Bennett about the symptoms of Lyme Disease and when it’s time to call the doctor. She explains that 

it can be treated, but that there’s a window during which people need to seek medical help.  

6-30-19 Health, Environment, Public Safety, Economy (Length: 24:48) 

Powassan Virus – Dr. Jonathan Busko of St Joseph’s Hospital talks with Cindy Campbell about the 

Powassan Virus, a tick-borne illness that can have devastating effects. He explains how quickly the 

virus can be transmitted, symptoms to watch out for, and the best prevention from getting infected.  

Lyme Disease – Since the last segment has everyone thinking about Lyme, Cindy talks with Dr. Siiri 

Bennett of the Maine Centers for Disease Control about symptoms of Lyme, long-term effects of the 

disease, and what types of treatments are available.  



Boating Safety – Boating season has started and so Cindy talks with Corporal John MacDonald of the 

Maine Warden Service about basic safe boating tips. He discusses the importance of wearing life 

vests, doing safety checks on the boat before heading out, and letting someone know where you plan 

to travel, and when you expect to get back home.  

211 Maine - 211 Maine Program Administrator Nikki Busman explains to Cindy the many service 

listings that can be found on the free phone number/website. Folks can find everything from the 

location of the nearest food pantry, to crisis hotline numbers, to recycling centers to help them 

unload all their old stuff during spring cleaning. 

 


