
1st Quarter 2014 Report: 
Issue-Responsive Programming: Station Outreach Activities 

 
 

Viewer Responses 
KSTW regularly responds to viewer letters, e-mails and phone messages 
regarding programming.  We strive to answer questions and concerns in a 
timely fashion, thus demonstrating our commitment to our viewers.   
 
 
Program Specials 
None. 
 
 
Events 
None. 
 
 
Other 
Elise Cantini, Program Coordinator for KSTW, attended the Ascertainment 
meetings in January, February and March of 2014. All in attendance 
collected information from public and non-profit organizations addressing 
the concerns of the public in our community. 
 
 
Various In-kind Donations 
KSTW donated $300 to SAIEF’s bowling fundraising tournament. 
 
 
Job Fairs 
None. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1st Quarter 2014 Report: 
Issue/Program List:  Issue-Responsive Programming 

 
 

 
KSTW-TV regularly broadcasts programs and informational messages 
dealing with issues that affect its viewers and the communities in which 
they live.  A format description of the programming follows: 
 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS (PSAs) 
(Various) 
Informational messages in lengths of (:60), (:30), (:20), (:15) and (:10) that 
air throughout the broadcast day and night which serve the community’s 
needs and interests by promoting messages and services of not-for-profit 
organizations and charitable causes. Many of these public service 
announcements have local impact. 
 
 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING: “The Impact” 
Hosted by Anita Kissée, this show explores the issues, people, and events 
impacting the citizens of Washington State. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1st Quarter 2014 Report: 
Issue-Responsive Programming: Public Affairs Programming 

 
 

Title:    The Impact - #517 
Broadcast Day/Date: Sunday, January 12, 2014 
Time:    10:00 AM 
Duration:   30:00 
Type/Organization: Public Affairs/TVW 
Description: With lawmakers headed back to Olympia, The 

Impact checks in with some of the newest members 
of the House. Discussion centers on what it's like to 
be the new legislators on campus, and what's 
ahead for the next session. 

 

 
 
Title:    The Impact - #518 
Broadcast Day/Date: Sunday, January 19, 2014 
Time:    10:00 AM 
Duration:   30:00 
Type/Organization: Public Affairs/TVW 
Description: This episode recaps the start to the 2014 Legislative 

Session, and takes a look at the critical and 
controversial key issues lawmakers will tackle. 

 

 
 
Title:    The Impact - #519 
Broadcast Day/Date: Sunday, January 26, 2014 
Time:    10:00 AM 
Duration:   30:00 
Type/Organization: Public Affairs/TVW 
Description: The Impact questions how rule changes could 

impact patients who rely on medical marijuana. 
Plus, they examine the push to defelonize drug 
possession, and a bill that could ban smoking in 
cars with kids. 

 



 
 
Title:    The Impact - #520 
Broadcast Day/Date: Sunday, February 2, 2014 
Time:    10:00 AM 
Duration:   30:00 
Type/Organization: Public Affairs/TVW 
Description: This episode takes a look at the most controversial 

issue headed to the ballot: dueling initiatives on 
background checks for all gun sales. Plus, they 
focus on privacy concerns over the growing 
popularity of drones, and bills aiming to limit their 
use. 

 
 
 
Title:    The Impact - #521 
Broadcast Day/Date: Sunday, February 9, 2014 
Time:    10:00 AM 
Duration:   30:00 
Type/Organization: Public Affairs/TVW 
Description: The Impact focuses on the showdown over 

increasing Washington's minimum wage. Also, now 
that marijuana is legal, The Impact’s correspondent 
discusses what crop Washington looks at cashing in 
on: hemp. 

 
 
 
Title:    The Impact - #522 
Broadcast Day/Date: Sunday, February 16, 2014 
Time:    10:00 AM 
Duration:   30:00 
Type/Organization: Public Affairs/TVW 
Description: This episode looks back at the historic "Fish Wars" 

in the Northwest on the 40th anniversary of a critical 
ruling asserting Native American fishing rights, and 
the new law that could clear their criminal records. 

 
 



 
Title:    The Impact - #523 
Broadcast Day/Date: Sunday, February 23, 2014 
Time:    10:00 AM 
Duration:   30:00 
Type/Organization: Public Affairs/TVW 
Description: The Impact questions why lawmakers are 

considering an end to the ban on commercial 
advertising at Washington State Parks. Plus, they 
compare and contrast the difference between what 
Republicans and Democrats want to see when it 
comes to transportation funding. 

 
 
 
Title:    The Impact - #524 
Broadcast Day/Date: Sunday, March 2, 2014 
Time:    10:00 AM 
Duration:   30:00 
Type/Organization: Public Affairs/TVW 
Description: This episode looks at lawmakers who are hitting the 

shooting range for friendly competition and 
discusses dueling gun control initiatives. Plus, they 
converse the gun safety bill that aims to protect 
domestic violence victims. 

 
 
 
Title:    The Impact - #525 
Broadcast Day/Date: Sunday, March 9, 2014 
Time:    10:00 AM 
Duration:   30:00 
Type/Organization: Public Affairs/TVW 
Description: The Impact invites viewers to meet a family working 

to change Washington law to better protect mentally 
ill family members who refuse treatment. Plus, they 
take a look at bills aimed at reducing suicide and 
improving mental health treatment for kids. 

 
 



 
Title:    The Impact - #526 
Broadcast Day/Date: Sunday, March 16, 2014 
Time:    10:00 AM 
Duration:   30:00 
Type/Organization: Public Affairs/TVW 
Description: This episode focuses on the last-minute push to 

preserve Washington's "No Child Left Behind" 
funds. Plus, they take a look at the fight to save an 
expiring law that is helping to end homelessness. 

 
 
 
Title:    The Impact - #527 
Broadcast Day/Date: Sunday, March 23, 2014 
Time:    10:00 AM 
Duration:   30:00 
Type/Organization: Public Affairs/TVW 
Description: The Impact explores concerns over oil trains rolling 

through Washington.  Plus, lawmakers approve a 
bill to seal most juvenile records.  

 
 
 
Title:    The Impact - #528 
Broadcast Day/Date: Sunday, March 30, 2014 
Time:    10:00 AM 
Duration:   30:00 
Type/Organization: Public Affairs/TVW 
Description: With the deadline near to sign-up for health 

insurance through the new state exchange, The 
Impact examines who has signed up so far and how 
the system is working. Plus, retiring State Supreme 
Court Justice James Johnson looks back at his time 
on Washington's highest court. 

 

 

 

 



Ascertainment Issues 
1st Quarter 2014 

 

 

The following is a description of what KSTW Television has determined to 
be the most significant issues facing our local communities.  This list 
reflects ongoing topics, as well as a brief list of other issues presented by 
citizens and community leaders: 

 

Violence and Crime 

Teen violence, gun violence, juvenile crime and domestic violence are 
areas of increasing concern.  There is a need to establish safer 
communities through education, advocacy and youth leadership programs.  
Policy makers need to identify a long-term, dedicated funding source for 
human services programs.  Communities need to improve access to 
information and services for teens and provide safe places for children and 
youth during out-of-school hours.  Media needs to promote programs 
designed to train children how to handle violence. 

 

Child Abuse and Neglect 

Child abuse and child neglect are areas of increasing concern.  Social 
isolation is the number one factor of child abuse.  Parental support and 
group parent interaction are key issues.  Communities need to provide 
programs that enable parents of infants and young children to meet the 
challenges of parenting through mutual support and shared information.  
New moms need access to parenting resources and tools.  Teen 
pregnancy is a growing concern.  66% of teen parents in Washington have 
been sexually abused and 60% of homeless youth have experienced 
physical or sexual abuse.  Programs that help abused, neglected or 
poverty-stricken children attain self-esteem and confidence (i.e. Treehouse) 
need media attention and awareness. 

 

Homelessness and Housing 

There is a critical need for emergency, transitional and low-income housing 
in our community.  Every family needs a safe, stable home base to achieve 
success; it is especially important for children.  Homeless and runaway 



youth need tools for self-sufficiency, access to basic survival skills, HIV 
education, referrals to shelters and access to public transportation and 
health clinics.  Programs helping families move from temporary housing to 
permanent housing need media attention.  Due to illness, aging, inflation, 
or any number of uncontrollable causes, many older homeowners are not 
able to provide repair work, resulting in unsafe living conditions.  Volunteers 
and media sponsors are needed to staff housing project campaigns such 
as Habitat for Humanity. 

 

Education 

Quality education, early education and after-school tutoring programs are 
areas of growing concerns.  There is a need for parent involvement in 
schools.  Media needs to promote the academic success of children and 
youth through mentoring and tutoring programs.  Media needs to promote 
the academic success of at-risk and low-achieving students, particularly in 
the area of literacy.  After-school community programs that help kids 
succeed in school and prepare for life need community awareness.  There 
is a critical need for one-to-one mentors for students in elementary and 
middle schools.  Schools need to develop new resources and community 
leadership programs to help children achieve at a higher level and assure 
the achievement of every child. 

 

Health Care 

Issues surrounding quality and affordable health care are an increasing 
concern.  Seniors (over 65 years of age) need reasonable, reliable and 
affordable health care services.  Persons with disabilities need assistance 
with medical limitations, restrictions and boundaries.  Funding long-term 
health care problems need media attention.  Non-profit agencies providing 
basic health care need fundraising and community support.  Long-term 
care resources need to be made accessible to persons with limitations and 
disabilities. 

 

Traffic 

There is a need for better traffic flow, timed lights in the city and improved 
general efficiency on highways.  Ongoing construction projects need media 
support.  Traffic is the number one delay factor in emergency response 



times.  Media need to educate drivers to move to the right for emergency 
vehicles, sirens and lights. 

 

 

1st Quarter 2014 Puget Sound Broadcaster’s Ascertainment Meetings 

Topics: 

 
1/9/14 Hosted by KING 5 Television in Seattle, the following speakers 

addressed the Media regarding the topics noted: 
 Brenda Lee M. Vanderloop, PR & Communications 

Director, Robin Crowder, Marketing/Development Director 
and Liesel McWhorter, Market Retail Staff and Blogger of 
21 Acres discussed their nonprofit agricultural and 
environmental learning center and living laboratory for green 
and sustainable building. 21 Acres seeks to accelerate social 
change toward more sustainable ways of growing, eating, and 
living that protect the environment while supporting a better 
quality of life. They provide a variety of school and education 
programs as well as provide chemical-free food for local 
restaurants.  

 Janet St. Clair, ACRS Deputy Director, Candace Inagi, 
ACRS Development Director, and Owen Lei, ACRS 
Communications Manager of Asian Counseling and 
Referral Service (ACRS) spoke about their organization which 
offers a broad array of human services and behavioral health 
programs to Asian Pacific Americans in King County. Their 
hope is to promote social justice and the well-being and 
empowerment of Asian Pacific American individuals, families 
and communities by developing, providing and advocating for 
innovative community-based multilingual and multicultural 
services. ACRS provides a wide array of services including, but 
not limited to citizenship services, a food bank, a legal clinic, 
information and referral services, and more. 



Peter Retzlaff, Executive Director of  Community for Youth 
shared  the Community for Youth’s direction in providing a life-
skills curriculum and community supported, one-on-one 
mentoring program. They pair students from South Seattle high 
schools with adult mentors. In this structure, they build a family-
like community of students and mentors who support each 
other academically, socially and emotionally. Constructively, 
Community for Youth tracks the academics of their students as 
well as their social and emotional development.  
Helen Cherullo, Executive Director of Braided River spoke 
about their affiliation with Mountaineers Books which helps 
them partner with talented wildlife photographers and writers to 
create large format books that celebrate unique wild places in 
Western North America and the Arctic. Their imprint largely 
focuses on conservation issues and also provides their photos 
to support other conversation organizations’ campaigns. In all 
they inspire conservation and provide accessibility to new 
places. 
 

2/13/14 Hosted by KSTW-TV, Ion Television and Daystar in Seattle, the 
following speakers addressed the Media regarding the topics 
noted: 
Marquez Taylor, Outreach and Admissions Coordinator of 
Year Up Puget Sound introduced the organization’s intent to 
provide a one-year program that combines hands-on skill 
development, college credits, and internships at some of 
America’s top companies, preparing students for success in 
careers in IT, and in higher education. The goal of the program 
is to provide every Year Up student with the experience they 
need to launch their professional careers, open access to 
career pathways and higher education, and to promote 
economic self-sufficiency.   
Megan Wegner, Program Director of Tavon Center summed 
up the mission of the Tavon Center: to provide meaningful daily 
experiences for young adults with disabilities in a caring, 
productive environment. At Tavon Center, they strive to connect 
their clients to the community, to nature and to their peers. A lot 
of their daily activities include gardening, working with animals 
and community involvement, which helps young adults with 
disabilities to develop to their full potential.   



Heidi Wells, Police Officer in Training and Explorer Advisor 
of Federal Way Police Explorers shared how the group, 
comprised of volunteer young adults ages 15-21 that are 
interested in law enforcement and serving the community of 
Federal Way, Washington, has the opportunity to learn the 
functions of a police department including fingerprinting, traffic 
control, evidence searches and more. Explorers can shadow on 
ride-alongs to learn more about law enforcement as well as 
compete against other station explorers in training exercises in 
an annual one-week long camp. 
Denise Costanten, Founder/Executive of Brigadoon Service 
Dogs, Inc. shared her nonprofit organization’s purpose of 
changing the lives of people with disabilities one dog at a time. 
The organization works with veterans, children and adults, 
providing each with a trained dog. They also have a prison 
program where the dogs live with the inmates being trained 
seven days a week, an at-risk youth program, a therapy 
program for seniors in assisted living homes, many community 
programs for mentally challenged adults, and other community 
projects.  
 

3/12/14 Hosted by KING-FM in Seattle, the following speakers 
addressed the Media regarding the topics noted: 

 Sue Elliott, Senior Director of the Seattle Opera, and 
Gabriella Zazuko Nomura, Media Relations Manager of the 
Seattle Opera discussed many of the programs designed by 
their opera company some of which include youth and 
educational programs. In addition to functioning as a 
performance-based company, the Seattle opera offers year-
round opera camps and workshops, opera and film nights 
through their Skyline program, as well as community festivals. 
Currently they are revamping their community outreach 
performances. 

 Ruth Blaw, Director of the Orion Center, for Youthcare 
talked in length about the local Seattle-based nonprofit that 
seeks to serve youth including runaway and homeless youth by 
offering a variety of care. They provide transitional living 
programs, prevention services, basic needs including but not 
limited to counseling, as well as a safe place program. Ruth 
also addressed the increasing issue of human trafficking in the 



Seattle area and how Youthcare strives to be a driving force in 
reducing this problem.  

 Anita Montgomery, Literary Manager and Education 
Director of ACT Theatre spoke primarily about the Young 
Playwrights Program that ACT Theatre develops each year. 
They select eight plays to perform in an annual festival that are 
written by kids. The education program sends professional 
playwright teaching artists into area schools for ten weeks to 
teach the basics of playwriting to Puget Sound-area students. 
They also offer partial scholarships to students in arts 
programs.  

 Eldridge Recasner, Founder of Upward Bound Foundation 
introduced his foundation which equips opportunities for inner-
city kids to participate in sports. The program also encourages 
kids to play sports in order to learn team work, to be positive, 
and to stay physically active and fit. Financial services are 
provided to kids who can’t afford to participate on their own.   

 


