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KEYC-TV 

TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT PERIOD APRIL 1 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2015 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE STATION’S MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY 

ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2015 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2015. 

PROGRAM INDEX: 

 PROGRAM:    DAY:    TIME: 

• KEYC News 12 Morning   Monday-Friday   7:25; 7:55; 8:25AM 

• Regional Spotlight   Monday-Friday   8:55AM 

• KEYC News 12 Midday   Monday-Friday   12:00-12:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 5   Monday-Friday   5:00-5:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 6   Monday-Saturday  6:00-6:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 9   Monday-Friday   9:00-9:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 10   Monday-Sunday  10:00-10:30PM 

• Face the Nation    Sunday (Jan.1-Feb. 8)  10:00-10:30AM 

• Face the Nation    Sunday (After Feb. 15)  9:30-10:30AM 

• 60 Minutes    Sunday    6:00-7:00PM 

• 48 Hours    Saturday   9:00-10:00PM 

“KEYC News 12” is a regularly scheduled half-hour newscast that is locally produced.  It has a mix of 

news, weather, sports, and community issue-related feature reports.  Duration of stories listed in this 

report range from 1 to 5 minutes. 

• CBS Evening News   Monday-Friday   5:30-6:00PM 

This is a CBS produced news program featuring news, information and perspectives on the daily events 

of the nation and the world.  The program also features special features on issues and concerns of the 

nation.  These special issue oriented reports are approximately three minutes long. 

• CBS Morning News   Monday-Friday   6:30-7:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Monday-Friday   7:00-9:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Saturday   6:00-8:00AM 

This CBS produced news program features news, interviews, weather and information segments and 

feature reports on issues and concerns of the American Public.  The community issue segments usually 

are three to four minutes long. 

• CBS Sunday Morning   Sunday    8:00-9:30AM 



This CBS produced news magazine program focuses on three to four issues or entertainment oriented 

reports in each week’s program.  Many of these reports are interviews.  Each report averages ten to 

twelve minutes long. 

 

Issues/Programs List 

KEYC-TV, Mankato, Minnesota 

2015 – Q2 

 

Community Issues: 

1. Local/State Government 

2. Weather and Its Effects 

3. Local Economy and Growth 

4. Crime 

5. Agriculture 

 

LOCAL/STATE GOVERNMENT: 

The 2015 Legislative Session began for lawmakers having a $2 billion surplus, which was 

supposed to make the job easier for legislators as they pieced together the budget for the 

upcoming biennium.  However, the DFL and Republican lawmakers found it hard to find middle 

ground and wound up needing to settle things behind closed doors before bringing a resolution 

with a Special Session on June 12th, as reported that day by KEYC News 12. 

The ongoing negotiations among legislative leaders was in need of frequent updates, which 

KEYC News 12 viewers saw on May 13, 14, 26, 29, as well as on June 1, 5, and 6, before news of 

the June 12th special session broke the night before on June 11th.   

Other topics out of the state legislature of interest included Governor Mark Dayton’s public 

works construction project list released on April 7, the Legislature’s list of road construction 

projects detailed on April 21, and the updates and eventual demise of extending Mankato and 

North Mankato’s local option sales tax, with updates on May 6 and May 29.   



On April 14th, KEYC News 12 viewers learned just who would be the general contractor for the 

Civic Center expansion project in Mankato when the contract was awarded by the Mankato City 

Council. 

   

WEATHER AND ITS EFFECTS: 

Southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa’s economy is very much based upon agriculture; and 

agriculture is very weather-dependent. 

Coming in to the 2015 growing season, the area was still in a drought.  However, timely rains 

helped eradicate the drought by early June.  KEYC News 12 viewers saw weekly  drought 

updates from the three on-staff meteorologists.   

On April 4th, KEYC News 12 viewers learned that the drought caused water levels on area lakes 

to fall well below normal levels.  Furthermore, area farmers and agricultural experts expressed 

their concern about low moisture levels in the soil on April 6th. However, the rains came and 

eroded the drought’s hold.  KEYC News 12 viewers learned that 35% of the state was 

considered to be in a drought on May 24th.  The rains kept coming, and eventually saturated the 

area – in fact causing crop damage that KEYC News 12 viewers witnessed on both June 16th and 

June 23rd. 

KEYC News 12 Meteorologists also kept area residents safe, warning them about impending 

severe weather conditions.  On June 17th, viewers saw damage caused by straight-line winds 

that raked Waseca County.  Severe storms also hit on June 22nd, and viewers saw the damage in 

Vernon Center, Mankato, Sherburn, Nicollet, and Ceylon. 

  

LOCAL ECONOMY AND GROWTH:   

The Greater Mankato economy continues to thrive and the unemployment rate continues to 

reflect that, as KEYC News 12 reported on April 16, May 21, and June 18th.  While the numbers 

indicate a robust economy, on May 21st, the President and CEO of Greater Mankato Growth 

indicated that some of the local businesses may start to have difficulty finding skilled workers.  

This was a theme viewers also heard from state business leaders who said there is a statewide 

challenge in finding skilled workers when they stopped in Mankato during their “State of 

Manufacturing” tour in the area on May 18th. 

Another way KEYC News 12 addressed the state of the local economy was showing viewers the 

opening of retailer Mills Fleet Farm in Mankato on April 1st, bringing with it several hundred 



jobs.  One more sizeable event of note that KEYC News 12 addressed was the purchase of a 

major employer in Mankato.  KEYC News 12 viewers saw that animal nutrition company Ridley 

was purchased by Alltech, although the merging companies stated to viewers that there would 

be no jobs shed.  

Also important to the local economy:  High School Girls Softball.  The Minnesota State High 

School League state softball tournament has been held at North Mankato’s Caswell Park for 

more than 20 years, bringing more than five thousand visitors over its two-day run, as KEYC 

News 12 reported on June 4th. 

Consumers continued to enjoy lower gas prices.  KEYC News 12 reported on April 6th that gas 

prices were $1.22 per gallon cheaper than the average the year before.  And on June 9th, 

television viewers learned the good news that prices had actually peaked at $2.70 per gallon, 

and that prices would begin to inch down, which was good news for local consumers. 

CRIME:   

With the Greater Mankato area’s growth comes a higher crime rate. KEYC News 12 viewers 

learned on April 3rd about a Mankato teen arrested for trespassing and possessing a knife on 

school grounds.  On April 14th, KEYC News 12 reported that a stabbing occurred in Waseca – 

however the conditions of the suspect’s release drew criticism from the victim’s family, leading 

KEYC News 12 to examine bail conditions.  Furthermore, the Blue Earth County Attorney told 

viewers on June 9th that its caseload continues to rise at a rapid rate, and that it’s becoming 

increasingly difficult to prosecute cases given the staff size. 

A pair of unsolved crimes was examined by KEYC News 12.  On April 16th, viewers got a look at 

the unsolved murder of Matthew Albrecht, who was killed 5 years ago.  And on April 20th, KEYC 

News 12 addressed the issue of an unsolved murder – one year after the death of Poth 

Accouth.  A pair of murders in the viewing area also happened – a double murder in rural 

Balaton, Minnesota on May 4th, and one in Estherville, Iowa, on June 8th. 

On May 1st, KEYC News 12 viewers learned about a large underage drinking bust at a Mankato 

bowling alley.  More than 60 minors were cited, as well as the bar owner.   The bar owner faced 

a major sanction, forced to be closed down for ten days, as reported on May 26th – highlighting 

the problem of underage drinking. 

KEYC News 12 also reported a large prostitution sting on June 15th, and announced a number of 

arrests on June 17th.  On that same day, law enforcement officials discussed the problem of 

human trafficking with KEYC News 12. 

 



 

   

 

AGRICULTURE: 

Southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa’s economy is dependent upon Agriculture.  Most of ag-

related news was dominated by stories about the Avian flu.  On April 2nd, viewers learned how 

the bird flu had devastated Minnesota flocks, with news of turkey and chicken producers 

reducing the size of their flocks on April 4th.  Bird flu dominated the news with updates on its 

spread nearly every day through the months of April and May. Minnesota’s governor declared a 

State of Emergency on April 23rd, and Iowa followed suit on May 1st, which KEYC News 12 

reported on those respective dates.  On May 1st, viewers learned losses topped at 20 million 

turkeys for the industry.  On May 4th, KEYC News 12 reported that the largest farm was hit with 

the flu, which was in Nicollet County, and on May 8th, we reported that 4 million chickens had 

been euthanized in Iowa, affecting 40% of all egg-laying chickens.  That affected egg prices, and 

it also affected the price of corn, as reported on June 3rd. 

Additionally, KEYC News 12 gave regular updates on corn and soybean crops from the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture outlook every Monday, giving local context from local ag experts.  

KEYC News 12 also gives regular corn, soybean, and livestock updates on KEYC News 12 Midday, 

5, and 6. 

 

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES: 

A diverse set of health issues was addressed by KEYC News 12 in the second quarter of 2015.  

Local college students and veterans came together to address the issue of mental health and 

veterans’ suicide.  On April 1st, KEYC News 12 viewers saw the group bring attention to suicide 

and mental health by doing pushups.  KEYC News 12 revisited the issue of mental health again 

on May 7th with a conversation with Minnesota U.S. Senator Al Franken on the need to get 

mental health services in to the school and serve children. 

Healthy eating and healthy lifestyles continues to be a challenge across the nation, and 

southern Minnesota and Northern Iowa is no exception.  KEYC News 12 publicized a healthy 

eating workshop on April 21st so viewers could learn new ways to make their diets healthier.  

KEYC News 12 also highlighted the importance of exercise on May 21st by bringing viewers the 

story of how a local employer helped an employee lose 100 pounds by making exercise more 

accessible.  On June 4th, viewers learned how to make children healthier by introducing a 



healthier diet and working in exercise.  On June 15th, viewers learned that the “Heart of New 

Ulm” project, dedicated to reducing the number of heart attacks in the city, had earned the city 

of recognition by encouraging safer bicycling, and earning it recognition as “bicycle-friendly,” in 

order to encourage more forms of exercise.  And on June 23rd, Mankato’s Vetter Stone 

Amphitheater hosted an outdoor workout, highlighted by the 50 people training with free 

weights in the outdoors. 

The underserved and indigent populations continue to have health care needs.  On April 7th, 

KEYC News 12 viewers watched as U.S. Senator Al Franken of Minnesota addressed the 

accessibility of affordable health care in rural Minnesota when he toured the Open Door Health 

Center.  That center serves patients on a sliding scale fee.  The center went through a $10 

Million renovation, which KEYC News 12 addressed on June 25th.  On that same day, an online 

poll ranked Mankato as having some of the most affordable health care in the country, which 

this news department addressed. 

The quality of rural health care is an ongoing issue in this area, which KEYC News 12 addressed 

on April 7th by speaking with U.S. Senator Al Franken on the need for quality care in the area.  

On May 27th, the Mayo Clinic Health System-Mankato announced it received recognition for 

health care quality improvement – good news brought forth to KEYC News 12 viewers.  Another 

important development to rural health care occurred on June 26th when viewers learned about 

a $5 Million expansion to the Emergency Department at Mayo Clinic Health System-Fairmont. 

Additionally, on May 19th,  KEYC News 12 took a look back on a meningitis death that occurred 

20 years ago, examining what changed in terms of health care and its treatment, and how that 

death impacted the community.  

KEYC News 12 runs health-based segments weekdays on KEYC News 12 Midday, 5pm, 9pm, and 

10pm, which can include health tips to breaking medical news. 

 

 


