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Public Issues identified by community leaders and the general public important to Wisconsin 

Rapids and surrounding communities are: Economy including jobs and unemployment; 

Government including national, state and local; Environment including wildlife and 

management; Education including opportunities and costs; Health including safety, insurance 

coverage and sickness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Economy:  Date Aired: October 5, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length : 16  Wisconsin 

has 12 fewer banks than it did one year ago, but customers still deposited two-percent more in 

savings during that period. The F-D-I-C's annual bank survey shows that Wisconsin had 257 

banks during the middle of this summer, with total deposits of 143-billion dollars during the past 

year.  

 

Date Aired: October 14, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :26  The U-S Energy 

Department says folks in the Midwest can expect a 30-percent rise in natural gas bills, due to 

higher fuel costs and a colder winter than last year's mild season. But Wisconsin utilities say the 

increase won't be that high. W-P-S expects about a ten-percent increase. Propane and heating oil 

customers can also expect price hikes, but officials say they'll be smaller than the average for the 

past five years. 

 

Date Aired: October 24, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  The average price of 

gasoline in the U.S. has dropped four cents over the past two weeks to $2.25 for regular grade. 

Industry analyst Trilby Lundberg said it's the first time the price dropped in 11 weeks. Part of the 

reason is seasonally lower gasoline demand. The highest average price for regular gas in the U.S. 

was $2.78 in San Francisco. The lowest was $1.95 in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

 

Date Aired: October 26, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :16  Gas prices are dropping 

again. Wisconsin Triple "A" reports a statewide average of two dollars and 14 cents a gallon, 

four cents cheaper than one week ago, and 24 cents cheaper than last year at this time. Oil 

industry analyst Jim Ritterbusch expects pump prices to be stable at least through next winter  

 

Date Aired: November 2, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  Wisconsin's largest 

natural gas supplier now says the average homeowner will pay 16-percent more to keep warm 

this winter. We Energies says customers can expect to pay about 70 dollars more than last 

winter, when mild weather and low wholesale prices resulted in the lowest consumer rates for 

natural gas in 15 years.  

 

Date Aired: November 18, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :14  Wisconsin's 

unemployment rate for October is unchanged from the previous month at four-point-one-percent, 

still the lowest since February of 2001. The state is below the national seasonally adjusted 



jobless rate for the month of four-point-nine-percent. 

 

Date Aired: November 30, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  Wisconsin bank 

profits fell by an average of eleven percent from January through September, compared to the 

same period the year before.  Still, the state Bankers Association says the health of the banking 

industry remains strong, and lending is up among community banks. 

 

Date Aired: December 8, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  The number of 

Wisconsinites losing their jobs to mass layoffs is expected to be down this year from 2015. The 

state Department of Workforce Development says almost ten-thousand people were the victims 

of mass layoffs last year, the highest in the state since 2009 when the Great Recession was at its 

peak. This year, Wis Business Dot Com says only seven thousand such layoffs have been 

reported so far. 

 

Date Aired: December 12, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  Manufacturers say 

they have the good-paying jobs available, but they can't find skilled workers.   The problem is a 

lack of educators qualified to teach.  Schools say experienced technical education teachers are 

retiring and colleges aren't producing enough to fill the high school openings.  Some companies 

are apparently considering moves out of Wisconsin to areas where they can get the workers they 

need.  

 

Date Aired: December 15, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :23  The Wisconsin 

Bankers Association says credit users should not have to worry about a large hike in their interest 

payments. That's after the Federal Reserve increased the rate that banks pay for overnight loans 

by one-quarter-of-one-percent -- only the second such rise in ten years, with three more increases 

to come in 2017. Banking experts say the increase will not make a "huge" difference for 

consumers, but it does reflect a healthy economy. 

 

Date Aired: December 20, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  Wisconsin Realtors 

have sold a record number of existing houses during November. The Realtors Association said 

yesterday its members sold almost 58 hundred homes last month, a 19-percent increase from last 

year's total for the month. The Realtors' Association says the state remains on pace for its 

strongest housing year since 2005.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Government:  Date Aired: October 5, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length : 26  Two 

groups who sued against Wisconsin's voter I-D law have asked a judge to either drop the 

requirement for November, or make sure votes are counted for those who have trouble getting I-

Ds. That's after the Vote Riders group found that D-M-V employees gave the wrong information 

to those applying for I-Ds. Yesterday D-M-V Administrator Kristina Boardman said about 400 

of her workers statewide would get extensive training this week to handle the I-D requests.  

 

Date Aired: October 5, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length : 19  Marathon County 

residents will have another year before many must ready for a new address. In February, the 

county board approved a plan to change the current addressing system in 2017 to create a 

uniform system that would eliminate duplicate road names and addresses. Officials say 

budgetary issues have caused the start date to be pushed back to sometime in 2018. 

 

Date Aired: October 6, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  Federal Judge James 

Peterson will hold a hearing next Wednesday on a request to suspend Wisconsin's voter I-D law 

for November eighth. The One Wisconsin Institute and Citizen Action told Peterson the state has 

not followed the judge's order to make sure every eligible person can vote, amid reports that D-

M-V employees are giving conflicting information to I-D applicants.  

 

Date Aired: October 10, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  The Wisconsin 



Department of Justice acknowledges that D-M-V employees gave some people inaccurate 

information as they tried to obtain alternative credentials so they can vote next month.   The state 

says it has corrected the issues and re-trained some employees. Federal Judge James Peterson 

will consider the information during a hearing in Madison this week. 

 

Date Aired: October 12, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :25  Federal Judge James 

Peterson of Madison will hear testimony this morning on a request to throw out Wisconsin's 

photo I-D law for voting. Two groups made the request, after reports surfaced that motor vehicle 

personnel around the state have given the wrong information to some who recently applied for I-

Ds. And they did not receive their cards within six days after applying, which the state had 

promised the court it was doing.  

 

Date Aired: October 13, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  A $78.5 million 

advisory referendum will appear on Portage County ballots in November. The money would 

fund a new merged courthouse and jail to increase space, efficiency, and safety. The increased 

cost to taxpayers is estimated to be 39 cents for every $1,000 paid in property taxes.  

 

Date Aired: October 14, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :14  The state Justice 

Department says it will not challenge a federal judge's order that the state be clearer in telling 

people how to receive voter I-Ds.  District Judge James Peterson told state officials yesterday to 

print cards people can carry that more clearly explains the process to obtain I-Ds for those 

without birth certificates or other documents.  

 

Date Aired: October 18, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :14  A federal judge has 

given the O-K for the distribution of new handouts explaining how people who lack photo 

identification can get alternative voting credentials. U-S District Judge James Peterson ordered 

the D-O-T last week to clarify the process for obtaining the credentials.  

 

Date Aired: October 19, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  The state D-M-V now 

has information on its website for those who want to get photo I-Ds to vote next month. 

Applicants can go to Wisconsin D-M-V-Dot-Gov to see a "palm card" which lists the proof of 

identity and residency that people need to bring to a D-M-V office. Federal Judge James 

Peterson ordered clearer information last week, after reports that some applicants received 



conflicting information. 

 

Date Aired: October 27, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  Nearly 328,000 voters 

have cast absentee ballots in Wisconsin so far. The state Elections Commission say that's about 

half of the ballots cast by Election Day in 2012. Many cities continue to expand locations where 

voters can cast absentee ballots in person. About 71 percent of the ballots returned so far were 

cast in person. 

 

Date Aired: November 2, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  The Wisconsin 

Election Commission is reporting almost 564,000 people have already cast their ballot ahead of 

Tuesday's Election, and city clerks throughout the state are expecting record breaking numbers 

for absentee voting this year. 

 

Date Aired: November 4, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length : 17  The Wisconsin 

Elections Commission is predicting that 3.1 million people will cast ballots Tuesday. The highest 

voter turnout percentage in a November presidential election in the last 50 years was 72.9 

percent in 2004. The highest number of voters to participate in a presidential election was over 3 

million in 2012. 

 

Date Aired: November 8, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :23  Almost seven of every 

ten Wisconsin adults will have voted in today's elections, including the nearly 800-thousand who 

voted early. Republicans will try to win the state's ten presidential electoral votes for the first 

time since Ronald Reagan in 1984. State officials expect a record three-point-one million 

Wisconsinites to vote and the polls opened at seven and close at eight tonight. 

 

Date Aired: November 9, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :23  Donald Trump pulled 

off an upset by winning the presidency and becoming the first Republican since 1984 to carry 

Wisconsin. The businessman got 49-percent of the state's popular vote to 46 for Democrat 

Hillary Clinton. Republicans will keep control of both houses in Congress as Wisconsin 

Republican Ron Johnson beat Democrat Russ Feingold 50 to 47-percent. 

  

Date Aired: November 9, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :28  Wisconsin voters gave 



Republicans their largest majorities in decades in the state Legislature. Stevens Point Democrat 

Julie Lassa lost the Senate seat she held since 2003 to Republican Patrick Testin In the 

Assembly, Wausau Democrat Mandy Wright failed to win back a seat she lost two years ago,  

and the G-O-P could have as many as 65 of the 99 seats in the lower house, the Republicans' 

largest majority since 1967. 

 

Date Aired: November 10, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :28  Turnout for the 

presidential election in Wisconsin appears to be a 20-year low. Based on unofficial result, 

turnout in Tuesday's election was about 66 percent of the voting age population. The Wisconsin 

Elections Commission said it will be the lowest since 1996 when turnout was 58 percent. More 

than two-point-nine million people voted in Wisconsin's Senate race, about three-thousand more 

than did in the presidential.  

 

Date Aired: November 11, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  Wisconsin Senate 

Republicans have elected Roger Roth of Appleton as the chamber's new president. He replaces 

Mary Lazich of New Berlin, who did not to run for reelection. Roth will start his third year in the 

Senate after being in the Assembly from 2006 to '08. As expected, Scott Fitzgerald of Juneau 

was reelected as majority leader  

 

Date Aired: November 14, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  Senator Scott 

Fitzgerald will remain at the helm of the state Senate. Republicans have expanded their majority 

in the chamber. Fitzgerald called on Congress to not take "rash" action to abolish the Affordable 

Care Act, noting more than 20-million people have their health insurance as a result of the 

legislation. 

 

Date Aired: November 22, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  Republican attorney 

general Brad Schimmel says he will appeal a federal court ruling that strikes down the Assembly 

and Senate district lines the G-O-P drew in 2011. A panel of three federal judges yesterday found 

the G-O-P maps are unconstitutional. The ruling was the result of a lawsuit from Democrats, as 

part of an effort to seek a new national standard for redistricting. 

 

Date Aired: November 23, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :27  The State Justice 

Department scored a legal victory, after a judge blocked new overtime pay requirements for 

salaried workers. Texas Federal Judge Amos Mazzant issued a preliminary injunction yesterday 



that delays the mandate until he can fully review it. Wisconsin was among 21 states that filed suit 

against President Obama's rule that both public and private employers pay overtime to those 

making less than 47-thousand dollars a year. 

 

Date Aired: November 30, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  A statewide recount 

is set to begin tomorrow for the Wisconsin presidential contest -- and counties will not be 

required to count the ballots by hand. Dane County Circuit Judge Valerie Bailey Rihn heard both 

sides of that issue on last evening, and she ruled there was not evidence to show that a hand 

recount would uncover clear and convincing evidence of fraud. 

 

Date Aired: December 1, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :27  The state Republican 

Party will file a federal complaint against those behind the recount of the Wisconsin presidential 

vote that's due to start today. The draft complaint to the Federal Elections Commission accuses 

Green Party candidate Jill Stein of improperly raising almost four-million dollars to pay for the 

recount, because the only person who could benefit is Democrat Hillary Clinton. Stein has 

repeatedly said she's most concerned about the integrity of the voting process after reports that 

electronic ballots were hacked.  

 

Date Aired: December 6, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :26  With a week to go in 

the Wisconsin presidential recount -- and there's been virtually no net change so far. The state 

Elections Commission says all 72 counties are on track to complete their recounts by the 

deadline of eight p-m next Monday -- unless Federal Judge James Peterson halts the tally on 

Friday at a court hearing sought by Donald Trump supporters. Meanwhile, a federal judge in 

Michigan ordered that state's recount to begin yesterday despite objections from Trump and 

Michigan's attorney general. 

 

Date Aired: December 7, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :23 Wisconsin's 

transportation chief defended his boss' demand for no new road taxes or fees -- but he warns that 

Governor Walker's stance could lead to more crumbling roads and more debt later on. Mark 

Gottlieb told an Assembly panel yesterday that in eleven years, 42-percent of Wisconsin's 

federal, state, and Interstate highways will be in poor shape if new revenues or other solutions 

are not found. 

 

Date Aired: December 7, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :14 Wisconsin is running 



out of number and letter combinations for its license plates. And starting next year, a seventh 

character will be added to the standard three numbers and three letters the D-O-T has been using 

since 1986.  

 

Date Aired: December 13, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :13  The chairman of the 

state Elections Commission says it's "amazing" how close the Wisconsin presidential recount 

was to the original results. The state completed its 12 day recount Monday  and it added a net of 

131 votes to Donald Trump's margin of victory. 

 

Date Aired: December 13, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  Governor Walker still 

opposes any increase in Wisconsin's gas tax, even if it's combined with  the ending of the states 

minimum markup law for gasoline. Walker has long said he would oppose any increases in road 

related taxes or fees unless corresponding cuts are made elsewhere in the state budget.  

 

Date Aired: December 22, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length : 15  The state Justice 

Department says Wisconsin should not be forced to redraw its Assembly and Senate districts 

until the U-S Supreme Court rules on the matter. A panel of three federal judges ruled in 

November that the maps drawn by G-O-P lawmakers in 2011 were unconstitutional. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environment:  Date Aired: October 3, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Length :26  Marshfield 

Police have been continuing their search for at least one cougar spotted on the west side of the 

city. Police say the first sighting came Thursday morning, close to a wooded area near the U-W 



campus, and the second sighting was on Thursday night near Columbus High. A third sighting 

came early Friday near Hillside Cemetery. The state D-N-R has encouraged residents to keep 

their distance and report their sightings to police. 

 

Date Aired: October 4, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  Adams County has been 

added to the list of places getting state assistance due to the September floods. Fourteen counties 

are now eligible for state cleanup and repair funds to fix roads and other public infrastructure, 

after more than ten inches of rain caused floods and mudslides that killed two people and 

destroyed 50 homes. 

 

Date Aired: October 12, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :16  Governor Walker has 

asked President Obama to declare 12 west and southwest Wisconsin counties as disaster areas for 

the torrential rains and floods September 21st and 22nd. If approved, the counties would get 75-

percent federal aid to repair roads, bridges, trails, and other public facilities damaged in the 

floods. 

 

Date Aired: October 27, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  Wisconsin state park 

use this year is on track to be higher than average, despite fee increases that were imposed to 

offset the withdrawal of tax support. The Wisconsin State Journal reports that the number of 

camping registrations and nights camped in 2016 so far was greater than in any year since 2008 

except for last year's record. 

 

Date Aired: October 28, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  A new report shows D-

N-R staffing levels have dropped 18 percent over the last 20 years. The Legislative Fiscal Bureau 

examined staffing levels dating back to 1979. During that period the number of positions peaked 

at just over 31-hundred in 1995. That compares with nearly 26-hundred positions in the current 

fiscal year. The lowest staffing level during the 38-year period was 25-hundred positions in 

1981. 

 

Date Aired: November 16, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  The gun deer season 

starts Saturday and the Wisconsin D-N-R is asking hunters in Adams, Juneau, Portage and 

Marathon counties to help them with chronic wasting disease surveillance.  Hunters are being 

asked to bring their deer to locations in Adams, Juneau and Portage counties where lymph node 



samples will be taken. More information is available on the D-N-R's website.   

 

Date Aired: November 17, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  The DNR says more 

than 379,000 licenses were sold Tuesday. It’s a drop of nearly 13,000 from a year ago.  But DNR 

officials say they expect to sell just as many licenses this year as last year. New this year, back 

tags will no longer be used. They’re being replaced with a paper carcass tag. The nine day gun 

hunt begins Saturday. 

 

Date Aired: November 18, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :12  This time of year 

deer-related vehicle crashes are high. Last year there were about 450 deer hits reported in 

Marathon County alone. As the hunters head into the woods for the opening of gun deer season, 

more deer will be on the move. 

 

Date Aired: November 28, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length : 21  U-S Senate 

Democrat Tammy Baldwin says she has no problem supporting the removal of grey wolves from 

the federal endangered species list. Republican state lawmakers are urging Congress to let the 

state regain the management of its 900 wolves. Baldwin says wolves are straying closer to 

livestock herds, killing both farm animals and family pets. 

 

Date Aired: November 28, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length : 17  The nine-day gun 

deer season came to a close Sunday. DNR conservation warden Randy Dunkel said it was a 

pretty safe season overall. Only five hunting-related incidents were reported this gun deer 

season, and there were no deaths. That compares to eight incidents last year including three 

fatalities. 

 

Date Aired: November 30, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :23  Wisconsin hunters 

shot their fewest number of deer since 1982, and the number of hunters who bought gun licenses 

was the lowest since 1976. The D-N-R issued preliminary numbers from this years hunt that 

show the number of deer taken was down six-tenths-of-one-percent from last year, while the 

number of people who bought gun licenses was down about two-percent.  

 

Date Aired: December 1, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :17 The 



state Department of Natural Resources is ready to begin its long awaited reorganization which 

will have direct effects on how water, air, and wildlife are protected. The agency unveiled its 

plans Wednesday, vowing to keep personnel changes to a minimum, while making "significant 

changes" for five percent of the agency's 25-hundred full time employees.  

 

Date Aired: December 22, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length : 19  Once again, a state 

lawmaker proposes splitting the D-N-R into separate agencies for hunting and fishing and for 

environmental enforcement. Governor Walker said it's an "interesting idea" that might have 

merit. Lawmakers of both parties have called for splitting the D-N-R from time to time but none 

have gone anywhere. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education: Date Aired: October 4, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  

Transgender students in the Wausau School District will be able to use the restrooms and locker 

rooms that match their gender identity, That's after a vote Monday following a special meeting  

discussing the topic. School Board President Lance Trollop said the policies can be up for review 

at any time, and there may be changes in the future. 

 



Date Aired: October 25, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :23  The backlog of needed 

repairs in the University of Wisconsin System has grown to an estimated cost of two billion 

dollars. The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel reports the system is asking for over 713 million dollars 

in the next two-year state budget. It’s also asking the state to give the Board of Regents authority 

to manage projects that are funded by program revenues.  

 

Date Aired: November 11, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :16  The final numbers 

are in from this week's public school referendums in Wisconsin, as voters approved 55 of 67 

proposals to borrow for new buildings, and raise taxes beyond state limits to keep programs 

going. All told, voters approved 980-million dollars in bonding and local tax hikes. 

 

Date Aired: November 15, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  After nine months of 

planning and public comment, the elementary schools in Wausau have officially been re-

districted. The Wausau School District estimates the re-districting will impact around 600 

elementary students in the area, but some students may be able to file for waivers if they want to 

attend a certain school. The changes will officially take effect beginning next school year. 

 

Date Aired: November 29,2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :28  The University of 

Stevens Point is sending out an email reminder today to students and staff of the Universities 

Comprehensive Emergency Management in case of an active shooter. The reminder highlights 

the same procedures used during the active shooter situation that occurred at Ohio State 

University Monday. Corinna Neeb is the Emergency Management Specialist at UWSP, she said 

her department is confident that staff and students are prepared in case of an emergency and said 

it's important to report suspicious activity on campus.  

 

Date Aired: December 6, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  The U-W Board of 

Regents will seek a two-percent pay raise for all university employees in each of the next two 

years. System officials say employee pay has dropped eleven-point-six-percent behind similar 

workers at other public universities during the past six years -- and the other schools raised their 

pay each year at the rate of inflation or higher.  

 

Date Aired: December 9, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :26  Out of state U-W 

students will pay some hefty tuition increases next fall at a number of campuses, along with 

degree candidates in the university's professional schools. The Board of Regents voted 



overwhelmingly in favor of the tuition hikes that will add two thousand dollars for each of the 

next two years for out of state students. Wisconsin residents in the veterinary, medical, law, and 

other specialty schools will see tuition hikes of up to 37 percent for one year. 

 

Date Aired: December 23, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  Globe University 

plans to shut down all seven of its Wisconsin schools including the Wausau location by the end 

of December. That's after a judge in Minnesota ruled in favor of that state's attorney general, who 

alleged that the profit making Globe schools used deception to enroll students in criminal justice 

programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health: Date Aired: October 3, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  A new state law 

banning hand-held cell phone usage in a construction zone went into effect Saturday. The state 

D-O-T says there are about two-thousand construction zone accidents every year, with many 

blamed on distracted driving. There is one exception to the law -- it's okay to call 9-1-1.   

 

Date Aired: October 6, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  Wisconsin appears to 



have its third and fourth human cases of the West Nile Virus. The Dane County Health 

Department said Wednesday that initial test results turned up two West Nile cases among county 

residents. As of late last week, the state reported one confirmed case and one suspected case, 

both in the northwest part of the state.  

 

Date Aired: October 11, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  State food inspectors 

are visiting farms in western and central Wisconsin to make sure they're not selling vegetables 

that were covered by flood waters. Agriculture Secretary Ben Brancel says inspectors are being 

proactive, and they're not waiting for consumer complaints before responding.  Officials say any 

produce touched by floods should not be sold or eaten. 

 

Date Aired: October 11, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  The 224-thousand 

Wisconsinites who get health insurance from the Affordable Care Act will pay an average of 

almost 16-percent more for their premiums next year. Insurance Commissioner Ted Nickel says 

people should take a fresh look at their coverage options due to the increases, also a number of 

insurers have discontinued taking part in the federal purchasing exchange.  

 

Date Aired: October 11, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  The flu season is 

underway in Wisconsin. And with some people hospitalized already, state health officials say it's 

time to get your flu shot. October and November are said to be the best times for people to get 

vaccinated. State officials say it's too early to tell how severe the flu will be this winter. 

 

Date Aired: October 13, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :27  A 40-year-old 

Wisconsin Dells woman accused of pretending to be a nurse at a Reedsburg heath care facility 

had done the same in Wausau.  Reedsburg Police say Jennifer Browne has been falsely 

representing herself as a registered nurse. Browne worked at Mount View Care Center from 

November of 2015 to Apr. 2016. The facility voluntarily audited all patient and employee 

records from this time period and concluded no residents were harmed as a result. Charges from 

Reedsburg and Wausau police are expected to be filed within the month. 

 

Date Aired: October 17, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :14  UW-Madison is 

recommending Meningitis B vaccination for undergraduates. This recommendation comes in 

response to two confirmed cases in students last week. University officials say starting Thursday 

the University Health Services will offer a meningitis vaccine to students at no charge. 



 

Date Aired: October 18, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :12  Nearly two dozen 

Republican lawmakers plan to introduce a package of rural health care bills next session that 

seek to improve health care, education and technology. The $3.5 million package is part of the 

Rural Wisconsin Initiative.  

 

Date Aired: October 21, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  U-W Madison students 

are starting to get immunized from the potentially deadly meningitis that two students are 

recovering from. The University Health Services at Madison has urged all undergraduate 

students 25 and younger to receive the free vaccines, which are offered in cooperation with the 

U-S Centers for Disease Control. 

 

Date Aired: October 26, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :23  Prosecutors and 

advocates are worried about an uptick in the number of people killed in domestic violence cases 

across Wisconsin this year. The Lethality Assessment Program says 65 people have died or been 

killed in domestic incidents. That number includes victims and suspects who later killed 

themselves. Last year, Wisconsin saw 49 domestic violence related deaths. 

 

Date Aired: October 31, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :26  The Wisconsin Council 

on Children and Families says the lead poisoning level for the state's children under the age of 

six is nearly as high as it is in Flint, Michigan. The lead contamination rate in Flint was four-

point-nine percent.  Wisconsin's rate is four-point-six percent.  Many Wisconsin children are 

exposed to lead-based paints in older homes, plus there are an estimated 176-thousand lead 

service lines which deliver drinking water to homes and businesses.   

 

 

Date Aired: November 4, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length : 21  A horse in Wood 

County is the latest to test positive for Eastern Equine Encephalitis. The state Agriculture 

Department said the disease normally does not turn up this late in the year -- but with a mild fall 

new cases are still being reported. The encephalitis can be transmitted to people and other 

animals but there have been no human cases in Wisconsin since 2011. 

 



Date Aired: November 17, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :27  Today is the 40th 

anniversary of the Great American Smokeout and the state Health Services Department says 

more Wisconsin school kids are smoking "E" cigarettes than tobacco. 13-percent of high school 

students are vaping, as opposed to eight-percent who smoke. State Health Officer Karen 

McKeown says it's "very troubling" that the candy and fruit flavors of electronic smokes are 

getting more kids to try them, and health officials are "alarmed" by the trend.  

 

December 2, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  A warm November is blamed for a 

big increase in Wisconsin traffic deaths last month. The D-O-T says 62 people were killed in 

November crashes throughout the state -- 13 more than the same month last year, and 14 above 

the average for the past five years. The D-O-T's says mild weather apparently had more drivers 

on the road than normal. 

 

Date Aired: December 5, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  Ford is recalling more 

than 680,000 midsize sedans mainly in North America because the front seat belts may not hold 

people in a crash. The recall covers certain 2013 to 2016 Ford Fusion and Lincoln MKZ and 

certain Ford Mondeo cars. People should contact their dealers to fix the problem at no cost to 

owners. Ford says it knows of two crashes and two injuries related to the problem.  

 

Date Aired: December 6, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  A dentist has resigned 

from his position at the Wisconsin Veterans Affairs hospital in Tomah amid accusations he 

treated hundreds of patients with improperly cleaned equipment. The dentist's name wasn't 

released. V-A officials say 592 veterans who received care from the dentist can receive free 

screenings for hepatitis and H-I-V.  

 

Date Aired: December 21, 2016 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20   A new study by the 

University of Michigan shows there's been a significant increase nationwide in newborns 

dependent on drugs. Sarah Welder, a Neonatal Nurse Practitioner from Aspirus in Wausau said 

over the last five years there has been a increase in babies born addicted to opiods, heroin and 

other prescription drugs. 

 

 


