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During the fourth quarter of 2002, KGO-TV aired the following regularly 
scheduled local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total 
cumulative average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

   Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

   Tuesday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

   Monday  5:30-6:00PM 

   Tuesday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday   6:00-6:30PM 

   Sunday  7:00-8:00AM 

   Sunday  9:00-10:30 / 9:00-10:00AM 

   Sunday  6:00-6:30PM 

 



During the fourth quarter of 2002, KGO-TV also aired the following 
regularly scheduled locally produced programs that addressed the 
problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

SUNDAY ON 7: Public affairs program produced by KGO-TV Public Affairs, that 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  KGO-TV news anchors Dan Ashley, Jessica Aguirre, and Cheryl 
Jennings hosted.  The program aired Sunday from 10:30-11:00am. 

 
ASSIGNMENT 7 WEEKEND: News compilation program that repurposed and 
reviewed local news reports covering significant community issues.  KGO-TV 
news anchors Dan Ashley and Jessica Aguirre hosted, and it aired Saturday 
from 5:30-6:00pm. 

 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE: Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information and product recalls during 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  
The office staff of volunteers answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls 
from viewers seeking help with variety of consumer problems.  On the average, 
the unit received over 1000 letters, over 400 e-mails, and approximately 2000 
phone calls per month. 

 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 
 

During the fourth quarter of 2002, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

   
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE: This program was part of a series of specials 
produced to celebrate the ethnic diversity of the Bay Area.  Rigo Chacon hosted 
this special that saluted the achievements of five outstanding Bay Area Hispanic 
Americans.  It aired on Sunday, October 6, 2002 from 5:00-5:30pm, and was 
repeated on Sunday, October 20, 2002 from 3:30-4:30pm. 
 
ABC 7 ON WHEELS: 2002 SAN FRANCISCO AUTO SHOW: 
This local special explored the latest auto trends and highlights at the historic 
San Francisco Auto Show.  This was the second largest international auto show 
in the western United States.  The program offered tips on selecting the safest 
and most efficient vehicle for drivers and their families.  From electric cars to 
family vans, viewers got a preview of the best and brightest for 2003.  This 
program aired on Saturday, November 23, 2002 from 7:00 to 8:00pm, and was 
repeated on Sunday, November 24, 2002 from 4:00-5:00pm. 
  
ITALIAN HERITAGE PARADE: KGO-TV provided exclusive same day coverage 
of the Italian Heritage Day Parade in San Francisco’s North Beach.  Some of the 
community and National organizations that participated in the event were- the 
Knights of Columbus, San Francisco Police and Fire Departments, Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease Association, National Sicilian American 
Foundation, Italian Benevolent Society of Amador County, Order Sons of Italy In 
America, Boy Scouts, Italian American Federation of the East Bay, and Hispanic 
Leadership Development.  This program aired on Sunday, October 13, 2002 
from 4:30-5:30pm.  
 
A SPECIAL EDITION OF ABC 7 NEWS- WEATHERWATCH:  A severe storm 
pounded the Bay Area for over four days, causing power outages, major 
flooding, property damage, and traffic gridlock.  KGO-TV preempted regularly 
scheduled programming to provide details and important information about the 
storm.  This program aired on Monday, December 16, 2002 from 4:00 to 5:00pm. 
 
SHARE YOUR HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE: This biannual food drive originated 
from four locations around the Bay Area, and in one day collected 101,624 
pounds of food, and $139,482 in cash for local food banks.  This event aired on 
Monday, December 16, 2002, and included local one to two minute cut-ins at 
various times throughout the day from 5:00AM to 6:00PM.  Additional coverage 
was provided inside local news programs from 5:00-7:00AM, 11:00AM, and 
5:00PM. 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

During the fourth quarter of 2002, KGO-TV aired a total of 1,580 public service 
announcements that aired throughout the broadcast day in various time periods, 
and involved many different topics.  Some of these PSA sponsors included: 
West Valley Mission Community Colleges, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
National Federation of the Blind, Association of Fundraisers and Direct Sellers, 
California Department of Education, Environmental Protection Agency, Institute 
for the Achievement of Human Potential, U.S. Air Force, Ad Council, Battered 
Women’s Alternatives, Committee For Firesafe Dwellings, and Ducks Unlimited.  

 

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 

 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also hosts community feedback meetings known 
as “ABC 7 Listens” every three to four weeks at different Bay Area locations.  
Residents are invited to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  
Through our efforts we’ve determined that the following issues are important to 
the community: 

  

    Youth Issues 

    Housing / Homeless Issues 

    Health Issues 

    Transportation / Traffic Issues 

    Economic Issues 

    Special Local News Reports 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 



PROGRAMS ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS 

AND NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

YOUTH ISSUES 

 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: November 24, 2002 (10:30 - 11:00AM) 

Length: 30:00 

Subject:  

This entire program reviewed the “club drug” Ecstasy, and the danger in the fact 
that few teenagers were aware of its side effects.  The drug was originally 
patented in 1914 as an appetite suppressant, but was classified as an illicit drug 
in 1986.  Its side effects included confusion, depression, anxiety, acne, liver 
damage, stroke, heart attack, organ failure, and death.  Nearly three million 
American teenagers had tried Ecstasy, yet only 1% of all parents believed their 
teens used the drug.  Bay Area resources for adolescents that needed help and 
support were discussed.  A panel of guests including representatives from 
Partnership for a Drug-Free California, a treatment center supervisor, her patient, 
and an M.D. specialist in toxicology.    

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 4, 2002 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: 1:42 

Subject:  

This report profiled a residential treatment center in San Anselmo that helped 
troubled teens turn their lives around.  Some of the teens had a history of neglect 
and abuse.  The treatment program was designed to respond to the their issues, 
and restore them back to the community and with their families.  The teens 
attended school full time on the campus, working with teachers, counselors and 
aides.  Each year the center offered a second chance to over 400 troubled 
children from infancy to 18 years of age, and their families as well. 

 

 

 

 

 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 16, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:   

This report profiled an after school class that taught 4
th
 graders the basics of 

music.  This volunteer program started five years earlier by a Redwood City 
teacher who applied for grant money and convinced local musicians to contribute.  
The program provided free guitars to children in schools around the Bay Area.  
Volunteers taught the youngsters how to play the guitar in unison, make chords, 
and basic music structure.  They believed the program would open a door to other 
forms of music.  The children record their songs on cd’s and videos at year’s end.  
  
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 15, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:33 

Subject:  

This report covered a meeting between San Francisco school officials and upset 
parents to discuss a brawl that forced Thurgood Marshal High School to shut 
down.  Two students and a teacher were arrested on the previous Friday when 
about sixty police officers responded to the melee.  Parents demanded answers 
about the incident that involved a group of youths not from the school that police 
said jumped a student.  One of those arrested was a teacher charged with inciting 
a riot, and resisting arrest.  Some placed the blame for the incident on a few 
alleged dissident teachers.  Others blamed the school principal for allegedly not 
maintaining control when the outsiders began to cause trouble.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 20, 2002 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:03 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the facts behind Oakland’s increase in homicides after a 20-
year old became Oakland’s 89

th
 homicide victim.  He was gunned down early in 

the morning in front of the Boys & Girls Club.  Police said most of Oakland’s 
killings involved drugs and young people between 14 and 25 years of age.  A 
community group organized a fundraiser for after school programs.  They believed 
that you have to actively reach kids before they become teenagers.  Young men 
who grew up in Oakland discussed how they had moved from the area because of 
the violence and due to the lack of positive adult role models.      



(Youth Issues cont.) 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 22, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:  

This report profiled the “Imagine Bus Project” that brought a real art studio to 
children in the inner city, and to neighborhoods without art or craft classes.  A 
Sausalito artist started the project two years earlier.  She knew that it would be 
successful if she could bring art directly to the children.  Generous donations 
allowed the project to expand to two buses, an art house in San Francisco, and 
visits at juvenile hall three nights per week. 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 12, 2002 (6:00 - 6:30PM) 

Length: 2:01 

Subject:  

This report profiled a special mobile medical clinic that provided quality healthcare 
for teenagers living in San Francisco and Santa Clara Counties.  The “Teen Van” 
was created by a doctor for the treatment of young patients without health 
insurance.  It was the only one of its kind in the country that targeted teenagers.  
Teens discussed the importance of the mobile clinic and how it had impacted their 
lives.  Nearly 60% of the kids who received care had returned for everything from 
physical exams, mental health counseling, and nutrition advice.    
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 8, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:47 

Subject:  

This report reviewed a classroom program to inform Solano County elementary 
school students about dangers at the Benicia Arsenal.  It was closed in the 1960’s, 
but Caltrans engineers discovered artillery shells, and hundreds of rounds of 
ammunition that sparked the safety campaign.  Students were taught how to 
recognize the munitions, retreat from the area, and report what they find.  The 
principal of the first school to start the lessons said her staff would also discourage 
kids from looking for weapons.  She wanted the program exported to middle 
schools as well. 
 
 
 



(Youth Issues cont.) 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 10, 2002 (9:00 - 10:30AM) 

Length: 2:00 

Subject:  

This report reviewed how a much-needed Daly City community center for 
children was in danger of not being built.  When the state budget shortfall led to 
the loss of more than one million dollars in promised funding, a generous couple 
donated the money.  The Daly City center was to be patterned after a successful 
boys and girls club in San Mateo.  About 200 children took part in the programs 
that included everything from self-esteem development to arts & crafts.  The 
project broke ground in October and was expected to serve two to three hundred 
children daily.  It was to be named after the generous donors.    

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
During the fourth quarter of 2002, there were over 700 public service 
announcements that aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to 
youth.  Some of these PSA sponsors included: March of Dimes, National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children, National Fatherhood Initiative, Partnership for 
a Drug-Free California/America, San Francisco Healthy Kids Program, Society 
for Adolescent Medicine, Youth for Understanding, America’s Promise, Andrew’s 
Buddies, ChildReach, Job Corps, and Boys Town National Hot Line.



HOUSING / HOMELESS ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 10, 2002 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:39 

Subject:     

This report discussed how homeowners were prompted to cash in on some of 
their growing equity in an otherwise bad economy.  California experienced record 
high housing prices due to an expected rise in the state’s median home price, 
and a refinancing boom due to low interest rates.  Mortgage brokers said they 
routinely saw homeowners pulling out fifty to sixty thousand dollars in equity to 
pay off credit cards and cars.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: October 15, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 3:00 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the history behind San Francisco’s low-income International 
Hotel.  In the 1960’s the hotel was the center of “Manila Town,“ the first 
Philippino community and the home for many elderly Philippino immigrants.  By 
1968 it had become a dilapidated low-income residence.  Evictions were ordered 
in 1977 nine years after the owners decided to tear it down, and the hotel was 
raised.  Then the protest movement began, but since it had no legal right to the 
property, the movement tried to outlast the owners who wanted to build a parking 
garage. After 34 years, construction began on the new International Senior 
Housing development.  The fifteen story, 105-unit senior housing building was 
also to house the Manila town Museum, a place to gather for all Philippino 
immigrants.      

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: November 6, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the reaction to the passage of San Francisco’s “care, not 
cash initiative” for the homeless.  The measure drastically cut welfare payments 
to the homeless, and alternatively offered more housing and food.  Opponents 
said they didn’t believe the voters understood the details, and were prepared to 
do whatever was necessary to derail it. 



 

(Housing / Homeless Issues cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: October 22, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:50 

Subject:    

This report reviewed how the City of Fremont was trying to take care of the 
homeless by bringing medical services to them.  The “Hope Van” with an 
administrator, mental health specialist, and medical assistant provided weekly 
free medical help to the homeless.  A man who became homeless after he lost 
his job two years before could not afford the high suburban rent.  In a city where 
the average annual income was $85,000, the “Hope Van” was the only medical 
care for Fremont’s estimated 500 homeless.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: October 18, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: :25 

Subject:    

This report announced a new campaign to get more minority and low-income 
families of the East Bay to become homeowners.  The plan was to demystify the 
process of buying a house.  American libraries and Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 
were teaming together to provide information on how to take out a loan, buy a 
fixer-upper, and purchasing a home with no money down.  The City of Oakland 
was one of the leaders in this type of home buying.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: October 10, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: :21 

Subject:    

This report announced that the California Realtors Association predicted that 
soaring home costs would jump another ten percent in the coming year.  They 
estimated that the number of people who could afford to buy a house had 
reached 28%.  

 

 

 



 

(Housing / Homeless Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: October 31, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:    

This report explained that home foreclosures were up 21% compared to the 
previous year.  Experts said the reason was an-on going fallout from layoffs that 
hit a wide range of industries.  They said that a weak economy could cause 
foreclosures to continue to ride.  In an area where the median home price was 
$414,000, the challenge for homebuyers was making the monthly payment.  
Those who could not afford to make their payments avoided foreclosure by 
selling their house, and taking advantage of the appreciation built up over years. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: October 23, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

  October 27, 2002 (8:00 -9:00AM) 

Length: 1:30, 2:40 

Subject:    

This report reviewed Oakland’s ballot measure EE for “just cause evictions.”  The 
law would require landlords to give a specific reason for evicting tenants such as 
not paying rent, illegal activities, or if the owner wants to move in.  Activists had 
tried for years to get such a law on the books.  An Oakland tenant explained how 
she received a 30-day eviction notice without any reason after she had 
complained about repairs.  The rental housing authority said the measure 
sounded reasonable, but was not practical.  A property owner commented that 
the eviction process was already expensive and time consuming, and wasn’t 
done lightly. 

 



HEALTH ISSUES 

  

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: November 17, 2002 (10:30 - 11:00AM) 

Length: 30:00 

Subject:  

This program profiled “The Wellness Community,” an organization that provided 
cancer patients and their families with free assistance.  Cancer was the second 
leading cause of death in the United States with prostate and breast cancer the 
most common forms.  Two people living with cancer and one survivor discussed 
their cases along with the program director of “The Wellness Community.” 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 13, 2002 (5:00 - 6:00AM) 

Length: 1:39 

Subject:    

This report discussed a new approach to treating African Americans with 
Hepatitis C, a virus that destroys the liver.  While it had been difficult to treat 
Caucasians with the disease, it had been even more difficult to treat African 
Americans.  Doctors tried a new drug combination to improve the success rate of 
response.  They found a sizeable increase with a 32% response rate among 
African Americans and more than 50% for Caucasians.  To help them get their 
answers, doctors encouraged more African Americans to get involved in the drug 
therapy study.  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 12, 2002 (6:00 -6:30PM) 

Length: 2:50 

Subject:    

This report discussed a new revolutionary test for HIV that would reduce the wait 
for results from the standard two weeks to twenty minutes.  It was estimated that 
about 65% of people tested for HIV returned for the results, while 25% of those 
who did not come back were HIV positive and didn’t know it.  The new Ora-Quick 
test was important for patients that wouldn’t come back for results, and otherwise 
not receive the care they needed. 

 

 



(Health Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 10, 2002 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:21 

Subject:  

This report reviewed how Marin County was trying to determine why it had some 
of the highest rates of cancer in the nation.  Health officials sent out nearly 2,000 
door-to-door volunteers to gather information that they hoped would offer some 
answers.  Marin County had the highest incidents of breast and prostate cancer 
with a 60% increase in the prior decade.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 20, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:   

This report discussed how healthcare costs had soared at the same time the 
economy was in a downturn.  This had forced many companies to cut back on 
health insurance coverage.  Employees that still had health insurance were 
forced to pay higher premiums and deductibles for fewer benefits.  Those in 
need of healthcare the most were often the people that could afford it the least.  
Lawmakers questioned the skyrocketing costs and had scrutinized some 
hospitals for their aggressive pricing.  The state assembly health committee 
launched an investigation into whether hospitals colluded to defraud taxpayers. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 4, 2002 (11:00 - 11:30AM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a hospital strike by hundreds of nurses at two medical 
centers in San Pablo and Pinole.  The company that owned the hospitals said 
services would still continue no matter how long the strike lasted.  Nurses had 
been working without a contract for three months.  They wanted a defined 
benefit plan for retirement that went far beyond the 401k plan offered.  The 
company had signed a contract to bring in out of state nurses to operate the 
hospital during the strike. 

 



(Health Issues cont.) 

 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: November 10, 2002 (10:30 - 11:00AM) 

Length: 30:00 

Subject:  

This program profiled three children’s health organizations, the Okizu 
Foundation, the Matrix Parent Network & Resource Center and the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation.  Okizu was an organization that provided 
recreational, respite, and peer support programs to meet the needs of families 
affected by childhood cancer.  The Matrix Parent Network helped families with 
special needs children.  The JDRF raised funds to find a cure for juvenile 
diabetes and its complications.  Representatives from each organization were in 
studio guests.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 19, 2002 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:42 

Subject:   

This report covered a San Francisco public hearing to determine how state 
minimum staffing ratios for nurses would take effect.  The health department 
considered whether supervisors could fill staffing gaps, and if the ratios should 
be implemented on a 24-hour basis.  They also discussed using vocational 
nurses, but registered nurses said no saying that they had more training.  Some 
facilities said they couldn’t afford it, and others couldn’t find candidates to hire. 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
During the fourth quarter of 2002, there were 285 public service announcements 
that aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to health.  Some of 
these PSA sponsors included: American Heart Association, California Primary 
Care Association, California Department of Health Services, Arthur Ashe Institute 
On Urban Health, American Parkinson’s Disease, ALS Association, Leukemia 
Society of America, National Diabetes Education Program, National Institute on 
Aging, National Mental Health Association, Over 60 Health Center, Screen For 
Life, Wellness Community, U.S. Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, 
Screen for Life, National Osteoporosis Foundation, and Medic Alert Foundation.  

 

 



TRANSPORTATION / TRAFFIC ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 1, 2002 (6:00-7:00PM) 

Length: 2:12 

Subject:   

This report discussed that Bay Area transportation planners were undertaking a 
major study to overhaul Fastrak, the automatic toll-collecting system on bridges.  
They’re goal was to get more people to use Fastrak, especially on the 
Dumbarton, San Mateo, Carquinez, and Benicia bridges.  Research showed that 
human toll collectors could process 400 cars per hour, compared to triple that for 
Fasttrak.  The transportation commission’s preliminary study showed that traffic 
delays would nearly disappear at most Bay Area bridges if more commuters 
used Fastrak. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 3, 2002 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:11 

Subject:   

This report explained that hundreds of millions of dollars worth of transportation 
projects would have their funding cut off.  A plan to clean up Bay Area vehicle 
emissions wasn’t enough for a coalition of public interest groups.  As a result, 
they sued the EPA to stop funding for road projects saying the Bay Area was not 
working hard enough to reduce pollution.  A Federal Appeals Court ordered a 
stay of that funding until resolution of the suit.  Projects on Ignacio Valley Road, 
the 101 interchange, and Oyster Point in South San Francisco were put on 
indefinite hold.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 12, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:11 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a Caltrans plan to bypass highway one’s notoriously 
slippery Devil’s Slide area near Pacifica.  Rerouting was first raised in 1960, and 
again in 1971, but both times community opposition killed the plan.   The inland 
bypass plan was offered in the early 1980’s, but opponents claimed it would 
disrupt the habitat of the endangered red-legged frog.   As a result, a political 
action group campaigned for an alternative plan for a tunnel that was approved. 



(Transportation / Traffic Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 20, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: :48 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a study of Bay Area roads that found 16% with several 
potholes, and were bumpy to drive on.  44% were found to be in excellent 
condition with the cities of Belvedere and Los Altos with the smoothest roads.  
This report also discussed the latest transit use figures that were not 
encouraging.  Except for Samtrans of San Mateo County, every other transit 
agency lost riders in the previous year.  The average drop was 2.5% with BART 
and Santa Clara County’s Valley Transportation Authority losing the most. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 20, 2002 (5:00 -5:30PM) 

Length: 1:42 

Subject:    

This report discussed how an Oakland neighborhood group pushed for a badly 
needed stoplight at a notoriously dangerous intersection.  Nearly one block from 
Melrose Elementary School, residents complained about speeding cars that 
wouldn’t stop for pedestrians.  Students, teachers, and parents went so far as to 
block traffic in protest at 53

rd
 Avenue and International Blvd.  Community leaders 

along with the city council president worked to find funding to install a traffic light. 
   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 20, 2002 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: 1:36 

Subject:    

This report discussed statistics that showed fewer people were taking public 
transportation in the Bay Area.  Except for Samtrans and Caltrain that had not 
declined, the transportation districts felt a direct financial impact due to a drop in 
riders.  The hardest hit was the Golden Gate Bridge Highway & Transportation 
district with a -7% decline.  The number of BART riders had also decreased by -
6.5%.  A survey by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission found that in 
San Francisco’s Municipal Railway System, streetcars were on schedule only 
64% of the time, diesel buses 63% on time, and 49% of rail cars were on time.  
But Muni said their own surveys found the on time performance to be around 72 
to 75%. 



(Transportation / Traffic Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 16, 2002 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:49 

Subject:   

This report discussed the new revolutionary designed Segway Scooter.  It was 
advertised as “revolutionizing transportation,” but critics saw it as a menace to 
pedestrians, and referred to it as “hell on wheels.”  The Segway could travel 12.5 
mph, and its design incorporated gyroscopes and computers that kept it from 
tipping over.  32 states including California legalized them, and the U.S. Postal 
Service tested them out.  But local governments had the right to ban them from 
sidewalks, and one San Francisco supervisor was sponsoring legislation to do 
so.  Opponents said it was dangerous, but one disabled woman said it was a 
wonderful alternative for people with limited walking ability.     

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: December 2, 2002 (11:00 - 11:30AM) 

Length: 2:14 

Subject:   

This report covered the first day that Bart put paid reserve parking into effect at 
its stations.  25% of parking spaces in each Bart lot were converted from general 
to reserved slots for commuters that wanted to pay a monthly $63.  Bart directors 
approved the plan in June 2002 to help fill a 60 million dollar budget deficit.  Five 
Bart commuters offered mixed comments in interviews conducted at Bart’s 
Fremont station.     



ECOMOMIC ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 17, 2002 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:    

This report compared the Bay Area economy to the Dow Jones Index that had 
closed higher on five out of six days.  Some investors were optimistic that it 
signaled the beginning of a bull market, but not in the Bay Area.  Sun 
Microsystems announced it was about to layoff 11% of its workforce, or 4,300 
employees.  This was only the second time that Sun had ever announced layoffs 
in its twenty-year history.  Other local companies such as Hewlett Packard, 
Inktomi, and Charles Schwab had previously also announced layoffs.  An analyst 
said the Bay Area had not kept pace with the economic advancement in the 
state or the nation.  This was due mainly to strong Bay Area ties to the 
technology and tourism industries.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 1, 2002 (11:00 -11:35AM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:     

This report discussed how the economy might have finally hit bottom and showed 
signs of climbing back up.  A financial advisor said investors realized that stocks 
were extremely undervalued.  Since the market was responding to the following 
week’s interest rate cut, it made stocks more attractive compared to bonds.  But 
another interest rate cut was more evidence that the economy was still lagging.  
Many experts were still advising investors to expand their stock portfolios before an 
upswing in values. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 6, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:25 

Subject:    

This report explained that a continued decline in consumer confidence, and 
increasing unemployment, indicated that the economy was still in serious trouble.  
Interest rate cuts by the Federal Reserve were meant to stimulate other 
companies, and make buying homes more affordable.  An economist said he was 
concerned interest rate cuts had not stimulating the economy very much.  There 
was local concern that a Republican congress might forget the technology sector.   



(Economic Issues cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 19, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:    

This report reviewed how last minute amendments added to the Federal 
Homeland Security bill were getting mixed reviews in Silicon Valley.  The 
amendments seemed to favor Texas over California as a major center for security 
research.  The Bay Area’s Lawrence Livermore Laboratory developed technology 
to quickly detect biological agents, and a quick way to test for anthrax or plague.  
But Texas A & M University was favored in the bill to be the research center for 
homeland security.  A spokesman for Lawrence Livermore Lab didn’t think the 
door would be closed on the Livermore lab even if Texas A & M became the 
security research center.    
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 29, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:34 

Subject:    

This report discussed why many restaurant owners were angry that the city had 
offered big incentives to a restaurant chain to come to downtown San Jose.  The 
restaurant business was a tough one, but in bad economic times it was even 
tougher.  The restaurant chain wanted to open a new location in the Fairmont 
Hotel Annex.  Under the lease, the city would provide nearly 1.5 million dollars to 
improve the space.  City officials contended that downtown needed more 
attractions, and a brand name restaurant was a start.  But the manager of an 
established steakhouse would have rather seen city funds go toward providing 
more entertainment, and a bigger performance center downtown.   
    

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 1, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 2:19 

Subject:     

This report covered the announcement that a tentative agreement had been 
reached on the most critical issues between longshoremen and shippers.  The 
labor standoff that threatened the local and national economy reached a peak 
when dockworkers were locked out, then forced back to work after the president 
invoked the Taft-Hartley Act.  The union said the employers finally met what they 
needed for the agreement, and employers said it would keep pricing competitive. 



(Economic Issues cont.) 

 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: October 27, 2002 (10:30 - 11:00AM) 

Length: 30:00 

Subject:  

This program featured representatives from three non-profit organizations that 
discussed how the weakened Bay Area economy affected them.  Two of the 
groups saw their donor base diminish, while one experienced just the opposite 
situation. They reviewed how some organizations trimmed budgets to get 
through the tough times, and discussed how people could be supportive by 
attending their fundraising events. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 24, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:10 

Subject:     

This report reviewed San Jose’s ballot Measure F that would create an increase 
in the hotel tax to raise money for expansion of the Mc Enery Convention Center. 
The center had attracted many trade shows, but as they got bigger, they outgrew 
the center and moved to San Francisco. The expansion was expected to cost 
$400 million dollars, and the first new hotel in ten years was to be built next door. 
This was to accommodate additional visitors the city hoped to attract from the 
center expansion.  The measure would increase the hotel guest tax from 10 to 
14%.  The measure needed a challenging 2/3 majority to pass, but voters were 
confused thinking they would have to pay the tax.    

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL LOCAL NEWS REPORTS 

 

ABC 7 News provided several, in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  The following are 
examples of those reports:  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: October 22, 2002 (5:00 – 5:30PM) 

Length: 4:43 

Subject:    

This ABC 7 I-Team investigation learned that the tow company for the City of 
San Francisco had a serious problem with theft.  Viewers called KGO-TV to 
complain they had items stolen from their cars after towing.  After months of 
research, producers found that it wasn’t just average drivers that were victims, 
even the San Francisco Police Department was affected.  A detective discovered 
that an impounded car held at the tow yard for case evidence was missing 
everything inside.  Another frustrated inspector said that the tow yard lost several 
cars that should be held for the police.  The tow yard spent $600,000 on security 
improvements, and tow yard officials blamed the thefts on their Pier 70 location.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: October 17, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:52  

Subject:  

This report reviewed Sun Microsystem’s “Super Computer” that was in 
development to aid the production and research of drug manufacturing.  Sun 
said that the new computer could bring the cost of developing a new drug down 
from over $800 million to $50 million.  Since the database would “know it all,” 
huge savings would be realized from simply eliminating guesswork and costly 
clinical trials.  A company that was developing a promising AIDS vaccine said a 
super computer might have gotten it to market faster.  But other drug makers 
believed without tests on actual human beings the super computer had no data. 

 

 

 

 

 



(Special Local News Reports cont.)  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: October 13, 2002 (8:00 - 9:00AM) 

Length: 3:09 

Subject:   

This report discussed how work was finally underway to replace parts of the Bay 
Bridge thirteen years after the ’89 quake.  Repair costs doubled in that time while 
people haggled over how to do it.  It went on to discuss how a handful of people 
can stop projects dead in their tracks.  Decisions eventually get made, but can 
take many years.  An historian believed that it was due ironically to an excess of 
democracy.  Some that rallied on behalf of the minority opinion in these projects 
even acknowledged that the process was flawed.  One person said it was 
important to allow a chance for public debate. Other similar projects were cited. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: November 15, 2002 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:42 

Subject:   

This report discussed that hundreds of Catholic priests in the U.S. were 
challenging the decree that prohibited priests from being married.  The Roman 
Catholic Church prohibited marriage for the clergy 800 years before, and it was a 
controversial issue even then.  A Catholic priest explained that he had operated 
out of the official bounds of the church after he got married 23 years before.  
Explaining that he wasn’t alone said “I and 23,500 other American priests wouldn’t 
have gone against the rule if we didn’t think it was unjust.”  Most priests who got 
married gave up their ministries, but there was a growing national network of 
married priests who advertised on a website called rentapriest.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Special Local News Reports cont.)  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: October 6, 2002 (8:00 - 9:00AM) 

Length: 4:36 

Subject:   

This report saluted an organization that helped people in need known as “Molly’s 
Angels.”  Molly started her organization after a house fire killed three people and 
the family couldn’t afford funerals.  She wrote an appeal in a local newspaper and 
asked everyone to give a dollar.  She also helped to raise more than $50,000 to 
help a Napa family with medical bills after their young boy was almost killed by a 
falling chimney during a quake.  There were several other similar stories 
discussed.  All Molly asked for in return was that those she helps become angels 
themselves.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: November 21, 2002 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:55 

Subject:   

This report discussed that since family doctors would be among the first to see 
victims of bio-terror, there was concern over whether they would be able to 
recognize the difference between a virus and bio-terror.  But a county doctor was 
optimistic saying the 2001 anthrax scare had forced the public health system to 
increase training, spending, and vigilance.  Public officials said money for vaccines 
would be better spent on new labs and better pay for public health workers. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: November 3, 2002 (9:00 – 10:30AM) 

Length: 3:01 

Subject:   

This report profiled a homeless man in San Francisco who was a street drunk, and 
arrested 128 times.  In 2002 he had been to the hospital 50 times, often for injuring 
himself.  The district attorney’s office said there were as many as 50 people like this 
man in the city.  Asked why he won’t take help in the form of programs or shelters, 
he said, “I don’t need a babysitter.”  Based on the cost of his care, the city 
estimated that it had spent more than $1 million dollars caring for him over two 
decades.  One of the city’s most vocal advocates said she took offense to the 
accusation by the media that homeless advocates were always against everything. 



 (Special Local News Reports cont.)  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: November 17, 2002 (8:00 - 9:00AM) 

Length: 2:42 

Subject:   

This report discussed the problem of plastic waste dumped into the ocean.  About 
63 pounds of plastic were manufactured every year for each U.S. citizen.  The 
American Plastics Council said the problem was not with the people who made it, 
but rather with those who used it.  It was estimated that there was a swirling pool 
of plastic in the Pacific Ocean roughly the size of Africa, or around 10 million 
square miles.  While some plastic was washing up on beaches, much of it stayed 
floating in the sea.  The dumping of plastic at sea generally went unnoticed and 
unpunished.  Scientist found that plastic from around the world had wreaked havoc 
on marine life. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: November 14, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:24 

Subject:   

This follow-up report took another looked at San Francisco’s fire pumping station 
#2. The first report found that the station had been neglected for many years.  
Pumping stations like #2 had the crucial job of pumping emergency water from 
San Francisco Bay to fire crews in the event of a hydrant system failure.  After the 
report, the fire chief  hired independent consultants, instituted a new maintenance 
plan, record keeping program, and ordered the oil changed in the diesel engines.    

 

 


