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During the second quarter of 2002, KGO-TV aired the following regularly 
scheduled local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total 
cumulative average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

   Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

   Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

   Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday   6:00-6:30PM 

   Sunday  7:00-8:00AM 

   Sunday  9:00-10:30 / 9:00-10:00AM 

   Sunday  6:00-6:30PM 

 



During the second quarter of 2002, KGO-TV also aired the following 
regularly scheduled locally produced programs that addressed the 
problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

SUNDAY ON 7: Public affairs program produced by KGO-TV Public Affairs, that 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  KGO-TV news anchors Dan Ashley and Jessica Aguirre were the 
hosts, and it aired Sunday from 10:30-11:00am. 

 
ASSIGNMENT 7 WEEKEND: News compilation program that repurposed and 
reviewed local news reports that covered significant community issues.  KGO-TV 
news anchors Dan Ashley and Jessica Aguirre were the hosts, and it aired 
Saturday from 5:30-6:00pm. 

 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE: Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information and product recalls during 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  
The office staff of volunteers answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls 
from viewers seeking help with variety of consumer problems.  On the average, 
the unit received over 1000 letters, over 400 e-mails, and approximately 2000 
phone calls per month. 

 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 
 

During the second quarter of 2002, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

   
ABC 7 WEDDING GUIDE: This ABC 7 special covered nearly everything about 
planning the perfect wedding.  It provided a detailed look into designing the 
event, from choosing a wedding consultant, to planning a reception and the 
honeymoon.  It also explored the personal elements of preparing emotionally for 
one of life’s biggest steps.  This program aired on Saturday, April 20, 2002 from 
7:00-8:00pm, and was repeated on Sunday, April 21, 2002 from 4:30-5:30pm. 
 
CLASSIC CARS, CLASSIC CALIFORNIA: This ABC 7 special told the story of 
the 12

th
 annual “California Mille.”  The one thousand mile road rally featured cars 

built from 1927 to 1957.  The course wound through some of Northern 
California’s most beautiful and historic scenery, that included the Napa Valley 
Mount Shasta, Avenue of the Redwoods, and the Mendocino Coast.  This 
program not only highlighted world-class autos, but the charm and character of 
historic Northern California.  This program aired on Saturday, May 11, 2002 from 
7:00-7:30PM. 
  
THE 2002 SAN FRANCISCO BAY TO BREAKERS- KGO-TV provided exclusive 
televised coverage of this classic 91

st
 annual foot race.  Despite rain, over 

70,000 runners traversed the 7.5 mile route.  Participants included individuals 
and running teams, many representing political causes and community issues.  
Televised coverage of this event aired on Sunday, May 19, 2002, and began with 
the warm-up show from 7:30-7:55am.  Race coverage aired from 7:55-9:30am, 
with race highlights presented at 5:30-6:00pm, and repeated at 11:35pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

During the second quarter of 2002, KGO-TV aired a total of 1,665 public service 
announcements that aired throughout the broadcast day in various time periods, 
and involved many different topics.  Some of these PSA sponsors included:  The 
Ad Council, U.S. Air Force, ALS Association, Boys and Girl Scouts of America, 
Guide Dogs for the Blind, Army National Guard, California State Parks 
Foundation, Federal Aviation Administration, National Depression Association, 
National Diabetes Education Program, Medic Alert Foundation, U.S. Navy, 
Leukemia Society of America, Over 60 Health Center, U.S. Department of 
Treasury, Susan G. Komen Foundation, National Stroke Association, Words Can 
Heal, Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, Salvation Army, National Federation of the 
Blind, Will Rogers Institute, and Environmental Defense Fund. 

 

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 

 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  Through these efforts we’ve determined that the following 
issues are important to the community: 

  

    Education Issues 

    Housing / Homeless Issues 

    Youth Issues 

    Health Issues 

    Employment / Economic Issues 

    Special Local News Reports 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 

 

 



PROGRAMS ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS 

AND NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

EDUCATION ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 14, 2002 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 2:51 

Subject:  

This report reviewed issues behind a proposed bill that would allow the state 
teachers union to negotiate a number of educational policies.  This included 
textbook selection, course content, training, maintenance, and parent 
involvement.  Not all agreed that policies should be subject to union negotiations. 
A school board member said the real issue was whether the discussion should 
be in a public forum, or behind closed doors with a union representative.     

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 24, 2002 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: 1:42 

Subject:  

This report covered a protest by Oakland teachers after receipt of a memo that 
announced their dismissal, or reassignment in the coming year.  For one teacher 
who worked at one high school over thirty years, the memo explained that her 
transfer was necessary to meet the needs of the district during reform.  Sixteen 
tenured teachers were involuntarily reassigned, and 73 untenured were let go. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 8, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:42 

Subject:   

This report covered a rally in Sacramento to support school funding.  Hundreds 
of Bay Area students, educators, and parents wanted lawmakers to know that a 
D+ budget did not equal A+ students.  Many students and parents were able to 
meet with legislators to stress the importance of school funding.  A high school 
junior commented that schools already didn’t have enough resources, and a 
fourth grade teacher said his classroom was without math textbooks all year.  



(Education Issues cont.) 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 15, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:59 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the controversy over government proposals for single sex 
education.  The idea, supported by the U.S. Secretary of Education, was drawing 
criticism from women’s and civil right groups.  Over the years, courts in several 
states shut down single sex schools after ruling that they were discriminatory.  A 
San Francisco middle school was one of six California public schools to 
experiment with single sex education. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 12, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:01 

Subject:  

This report discussed a Santa Clara grand jury review of the Orchard School 
District.  Consisting of only one school, the district was found to be in financial 
disarray.  The grand jury also found that the district had frequently violated state 
law in how it conducted public meetings.  The new school board was trying to 
correct the problems, and said the education of the 800 students didn’t suffer.   
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 18, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:35 

Subject:   

This report profiled an Oakland high school that started an after school program to 
get students focused on learning.  The program, called “Youth Sounds,” enabled 
students to create their own video, and Internet radio programs.  The program 
director explained that the goal was to create a space where kids could tell their 
stories.  As one of the state’s under-performing schools, administrators had to 
formulate a plan for improvement, and one idea was to use various media to 
motivate students.  The program was limited to forty students, and all had to 
maintain their academics to earn the right to participate.   
 
 
 
 
 



(Education Issues cont.) 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 1, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:04 

Subject:  

This report discussed that new test results might re-ignite the debate over bilingual 
education in California.  Statewide test results showed that there was a lower level 
of performance among students in bilingual classes versus English only classes.  
During a visit to a Hayward school, the state superintendent of education said the 
test results were not conclusive.  He said they didn’t take into account many other 
factors in a child’s life.  But the man who successfully campaigned to limit bilingual 
education said the results were an indictment of the dual language classroom.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 23, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:00 

Subject:  

This report looked at how students were preparing for the state’s annual 
standardized testing.  With money and prestige for Bay Area schools riding on the 
test results, teachers and students were working on test strategy, and taking 
practice exams.  Preparing for testing had become big business since some 
districts paid specialists to train teachers in testing strategy.  But all the time and 
money spent on test preparation drew criticism from the teacher’s union.  They 
believed that it was a waste of time and resources that didn’t improve education or 
test scores.  If schools didn’t show improvement it could cost them big money. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 9, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  April 21, 2002 (7:00-8:00AM) 

Length: 2:56, 2:56 

Subject:  

This report explained how the state’s financial problems could affect classroom 
size in the lower grades.  The state provided extra money to local school districts 
to keep those class sizes low.  But districts still had to raise some of the money 
that the state didn’t provide.  Districts were questioning whether to raise class size 
in the event of state budget cuts.  Research showed that 2/3 of all school districts 
acquired funds from other programs to support class size reduction.  Reducing 
class size also meant hiring more teachers, and that made the state’s serious 
teacher shortage even worse. 



HOUSING / HOMELESS ISSUES 

 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: May 9, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:32 

Subject:    

This segment looked into why some critics believed that it was getting easier to 
find luxury housing than affordable housing in Oakland.  The city was celebrating 
the opening of its newest landmark building, a luxury rental apartment building.   
Mayor Brown’s 10K plan called for developing 10,000 new housing units to 
revitalize the area.  A community group felt not enough was being done to get 
more affordable housing.  The mayor said Oakland was still doing more than it 
had in the past 25 years regarding subsidies and paying people for housing. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 15, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:50 

Subject:     

This report explained how the City of Richmond was trying to reverse the trend of 
residents leaving the area in search of affordable housing.  City officials 
developed a strategy of identifying abandoned or vacant buildings, then 
purchasing the properties for conversion to affordable housing.  It was a time 
consuming and expensive strategy, but officials said it was one that worked.  
They cited a once blighted neighborhood where housing units with below market 
prices had attracted a diverse community of homeowners. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: May 8, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 3:17 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a controversial program that paid for welfare recipients to 
move out of the central valley to other areas.  Although known as the world’s 
richest agricultural region, with over 100,000 unemployed in four counties, the 
area was also one of the nation’s poorest.  On the average, a welfare family 
would receive about $1,800 in county relocation assistance.  Move counselors 
tried to find housing and work for families, but without a guarantee.  The program 
saved taxpayers more than two million annually, but critics called it pushing the 
problem somewhere else while poor people were still moving into the area.  



(Housing / Homeless Issues cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: April 10, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:35 

Subject:    

This report discussed the Smart Growth Project created by a Bay Area coalition 
of cities, business and community groups.  This group believed the environment, 
and the quality of life would be dramatically better if the plan was smart growth 
rather than urban sprawl.  Rather than swallowing-up undeveloped land in 
outlying areas for housing, they supported dense housing units in urban settings. 
They specified that the housing units would be close to transportation, near 
places of employment, and could not displace existing low-income residents. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: April 26, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 2:07 

Subject:    

This report looked at a new home loan program that required a down payment of 
only 1%.  The San Francisco Chamber of Commerce and the Federal Home 
Loan Bank offered the program to families that earned less than $103,000 
annually.  People interested in purchasing a home that previously could not 
afford to discussed San Francisco’s high real estate market.  They planned to 
expand the program so others could also get a chance to own their own home. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: April 4, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:    

This report covered the multi-city tenants’ rights protest that called for tougher 
laws to protect renters.  Citing landlord abuse, unfair evictions, and skyrocketing 
rents, protesters wanted tougher enforcement of laws that protected tenants.  A 
renter explained that repairs to deteriorating apartments where she lived were 
ignored by the landlord.  While advocates asked for tougher laws to protect 
renters, people on both sides agreed that enforcement of existing laws could 
help landlords and tenants. 

   



(Housing / Homeless Issues cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: April 23, 2002 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the dramatic surge in the Bay Area real estate market that 
had not occurred since 1999.  Home prices were increasing and so were home 
sales at a time when mortgage brokers experienced a decline in refinancing, and 
big increases in home purchases.  Real estate agents were seeing multiple 
offers on properties as a regular activity of tight supply and greater demand.  
Home sales in Santa Clara County shot up nearly 37% from the prior year.  One 
property listing displayed a sale pending sign before all the flyers were taken.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: May 20, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:50 

Subject:     

This report reviewed a special San Jose city program created to retain teachers. 
Many Bay Area families that earned $50,000 to $60,000 a year could not afford 
to buy a home.  Getting a down payment together was a challenge.  One couple, 
both teachers, discussed how the program enabled them to buy their first home, 
a $255,000 condo.  They had otherwise planned to move to Bakersfield, Ca.  In 
all, nearly forty families became homeowners through the program.  There also 
were police, firefighters, and other city workers that looked forward to a chance 
of purchasing a home through the program. 

 



YOUTH ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 24, 2002 (7:00-8:00AM) 

  May 24, 2002 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:19, 1:44 

Subject:  

This report reviewed a video by middle school students in Richmond that 
addressed some of the stereotypical images faced by young urban youth.  The 
video told how young people experienced being stereotyped, and how they did 
not like being judged by people who didn’t even know them.  The video was 
showcased at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art along with the work of 
young people around the Bay Area.  

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 12, 2002 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:51 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a study that discovered California school children did not 
get enough exercise, and that students had never been more out of shape.  It 
also found that the majority of schools downplayed physical education.  State 
lawmakers cited a Walnut Creek middle school as a good example of physical 
education practices.  Legislators were considering a variety of options to address 
the problem including a phys-ed test for students. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 10, 2002 (5:00 - 7:00AM) 

Length: 1:29 

Subject:   

This report discussed the problem of teen suicide through a profile of two boys 
who crashed their car killing themselves.  Teen suicide was so common it had 
become the fourth leading cause of death among ten to fifteen year-olds.  Most 
experts believed teens that considered suicide had experienced severe 
emotional pain, and felt they had nowhere to turn.  The mother of one of the 
suicide victims discussed her loss, and explained that she wanted parents to 
hear her message. The KGO-TV website offered information on how to reach 
teens.     



 

(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 25, 2002 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:03 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a survey of East Side School District students that found 4 
out of 25 had experienced racism or discrimination.  Students demanded 
improvements such as anti-racist teacher training, better academic counseling, 
and a bilingual certification program.  The district superintendent signed a 
pledge, but disputed the accusations.  The survey also revealed that students of 
color wanted more help in preparing for college.  The improvement pledge asked 
for ten more counselors for the district. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 17, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:01 

Subject:    

This was an “ABC 7 Salute” to the doctor and staff of the special mobile clinic 
called the “Teen Van.”  For six years, this comprehensive clinic on wheels 
provided healthcare for youth without insurance in San Francisco and Santa 
Clara County.  Nearly 60% of the young people that visited the “Teen Van” had 
returned for preventative care and counseling. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 9, 2002 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:36 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a study by food advocates that found 74% of children 
eligible for free lunch during the summer did not receive it.  The number of 
hungry poor children increased dramatically in the summertime.  Many kids 
qualified for the free lunch did not get the meal when not enrolled in school.  A 
San Jose pre- school was used as an example of how low-income children had 
received year round nutrition.  A campaign by some Bay Area food banks asked 
people for help to close the malnutrition and hunger gap.   

 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 2, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:55 

Subject:    

This report was an “ABC 7 Salute” to “Coach,” a dedicated volunteer of San 
Francisco’s Omega Boys Club.  This former military man and college basketball 
coach joined the program fourteen years earlier.  Omega’s co-founder said 
“Coach” was the key to the success of the program that got at-risk young girls 
and boys off the streets and into college.  He became a role model for scores of 
kids that came to the club for tutoring, and mentoring.  72 members of the club 
became college graduates, and their “Coach” was there to celebrate. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 15, 2002 (11:00 - 11:30AM) 

Length: 1:24 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a government report that showed 6.4 million children alive 
in 2002 would die prematurely from tobacco related illness.  The costs 
associated with treating the diseases had skyrocketed by more than 40%.  State 
governments spent less than one billion dollars annually to keep people from 
ever lighting up.  But the U.S. spent almost 76 billion dollars yearly to treat 
tobacco related illnesses.  Experts said that 90% of smokers started in their 
teens or earlier.  A physician commented that addicted teen smokers would 
become future cancer patients. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 5, 2002 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 3:18 

Subject:    

This report discussed the California Mentoring Foundation started by a former 
state drug czar.  The idea for the foundation came to him at a time when the 
state was spending billions to pay for the social epidemics of teen pregnancy, 
quitting school, alcohol & drug abuse, and gang activity.  While other state 
programs were not working, mentoring programs were.  The foundation helped 
recruit over 500,000 mentors for kids that otherwise wouldn’t have had anyone.  
Lucas Films hosted a charitable movie premiere for the foundation.    



(Youth Issues cont.) 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

During the second quarter of 2002, there were over 600 public service 

announcements that aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to 
young people.  Some of the sponsors of these PSA’s included: America’s 
Promise, Andrew’s Buddies, Boys & Girl Scouts of America, Boys Hope-Girls 
Hope; Boys Town National Hotline, Brave Kids, California Conservation Corps, 
Center for Juvenile & Criminal Justice, Child Reach, Children Now, Connect for 
Kids, DARE, Job Corps, Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, March of Dimes, 
National Center For Missing & Exploited Children, National Fatherhood Initiative, 
Partnership for a Drug-Free California/America, San Francisco Healthy Kids 
Program, Society For Adolescent Medicine, and Youth for Understanding. 



HEALTH ISSUES 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 17, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:13 

Subject:  

This report discussed state laws affecting the healthcare system.  The Kaiser 
HMO used telephone triage clerks to ask patients a series of questions before 
possibly forwarding calls to a nurse.  Kaiser admitted paying clerks bonuses 
when they spent fewer minutes on each call, and passed fewer patients on for 
medical advice or appointments.  Kaiser was fined a record one million dollars in 
the case of a woman who called Kaiser five times pleading to see a doctor.  By 
the time she was allowed to come in, her undiagnosed aneurysm had killed her.  
Consequently, a state law was passed that made it illegal for anyone without 
medical training to give medical advice.  Kaiser insisted its goal wasn’t to save 
money, but improve efficiency, move calls faster, with fewer patients on hold.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 29, 2002 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:25 

Subject:    

This report covered the American Association of Retired Persons as it joined 
legal action that alleged drug companies kept lower priced generic drugs off the 
market.  The suits specifically alleged deal making that involved the drugs 
Buspar, Tamoxifen, and K-Dur 20.  One drug company insisted that any 
agreements involving the cancer-fighting drug Tamoxifen had benefited 
everyone.  The Council on Aging’s HiCap program said they would continue to 
focus on helping seniors lower their prescription drug costs.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 21, 2002 (5:00 -5:30PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:    

This report discussed the problem of depression.  A federal panel wanted family 
doctors to ask every patient whether they felt down or depressed.  A successful 
working mother in her thirties whose depression went undiagnosed for years 
discussed her condition.  Not every doctor was expected to adopt the questions, 
but their goal was to open the door to mental health issues since symptoms vary. 



(Health Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 6, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:24 

Subject:  

This report reviewed the problem of addicted health professionals.  State officials 
believed that thousands of nurses and doctors were struggling with alcohol and 
drug addiction.  An addiction medicine specialist said the doctors and nurses he 
treated were just as junk sick as street addicts.  Medical professionals were 
about four to six times more likely than the national average to develop a 
prescription drug addiction.  Two nurses discussed how high stress, life and 
death decisions, and easy access to drugs contributed to their addiction.  Under 
state law, nurses and doctors with addiction problems got a chance to save their 
careers by agreeing to treatment, provided they had not hurt anybody. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 17, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:   

This report announced that the state’s largest buyer of healthcare coverage, 
CalPers, would raise its rates 25% in 2003.  It was expected that employers 
would pass on the costs to employees.  But for retired patients on a fixed 
income, especially those paying rent, it could mean choosing between 
healthcare, and a meal.  Some ate only once a day, or used a food bank.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 13, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the budget crisis at Children’s Hospital Oakland and the 
impact it would have on patient services.  Some services had already been cut 
from the budget, and others were under consideration to be cut.  Employees 
were asked to work fewer hours and take pay cuts.  A nurse said their contract 
exempted them from such cutbacks, but they expected to fill in for missing staff.  
A chronic pain clinic had already closed, and patients of the dental clinic 
discussed the impact its expected closure would have on them.   

 



(Health Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 14, 2002 (5:00 -5:30PM) 

Length: 1:57 

Subject:    

This report profiled the Trinity Baptist Church and its pastor who was at the 
forefront of the holistic ministry movement.  Whenever his church held services 
or bible class there was a health component included.  The church would also 
regularly bring in health professionals to screen the congregation for diseases 
such as high blood pressure and cancer.  Stedman Graham was in town to raise 
awareness about health issues in the African-American community.  He was 
scheduled to speak at a dinner to honor local heroes for health.  One of the 
honorees was the 80 year-old reverend that would receive one of the first 
awards. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 15, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:38 

Subject:    

This report discussed how advances in gene technology would eventually make it 
possible to replace defective genes with healthy ones.  A physician explained that 
it was critically important for everybody to know about their medical family history, 
and their ancestral origins.  He said that just being born made some people 
susceptible to one of any number of diseases.   For a number of diseases, DNA 
blood tests were used to determine if someone carried a defective gene.  Viewers 
were told to check KGO-TV’s website for a list of common medical risks.       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
During the second quarter of 2002, there were over 300 public service 
announcements that aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to 
health.  The sponsors of these PSA’s included: Alcohol & Drug Treatment 
Referral, ALS Association, American Academy of Dermatology, American 
Diabetes Foundation, American Foundation For AIDS Research, Arthur Ashe 
Institute On Urban Health, California Department of Health Services, American 
Parkinson’s Disease, California Primary Care Association, National Over 60 
Health Center, Screen For Life, Visiting Nurse Association of America, National 
Osteoporosis Foundation, The Wellness Community, Medic Alert Foundation, 
U.S. Centers For Disease Control & Prevention, Leukemia Society of America, 
National Alliance of Breast Cancer Organizations, and World No Tobacco Day.    



EMPLOYMENT / ECONOMIC ISSUES 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 9, 2002 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the impact of the California financial crisis on state 
agencies, and on private companies they did business with.  A small business 
owner discussed how she was spending four hours on the phone everyday trying 
to collect money from different state agencies.  One state department that was 
overdue 90 days said they were in the application process for a loan to help 
finish the fiscal year.  The state controller asked for a $7 billion loan to help with 
money problems. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 3, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:50 

Subject:    

This report projected the impact that the retirement of the baby boomer 
generation would have on the high tech industry.  Nationally, 76 million baby 
boomers were expected to leave the workforce within 20 years.  But there would 
only be an estimated 46 million “generation x’ers” to fill those jobs, or a projected 
shortage of 30 million workers.  Silicon Valley was concerned about the 
thousands of unfilled tech jobs they expected in the future economic recovery.  
Two-thirds of high school students in a survey said they had no interest in high 
tech jobs.  That was putting pressure on educators, and the private sector to get 
youngsters to re-think careers, and take courses leading to high-tech jobs. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 13, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:44 

Subject:  

This report explained that thousands of welfare recipients that had received aid 
for five years were about to lose their benefits for life.  The deadline came as 
congress prepared to debate the issue of welfare reform.  A workingwoman on 
welfare who earned $9.00 an hour discussed how she would lose critical benefits 
that she relied on just to get by.  A San Jose job-training group believed that 
removing people from welfare should be handled on a case-by-case basis. 



(Employment / Economic Issues cont.) 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 22, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:03 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a study that found the state economy would see 3.5 million 
new jobs within ten years.  The study warned that a vigorous economy would 
occur unless there would be an improvement the state’s quality of life.  It said the 
state had to make faster progress in dealing with traffic gridlock, poor academic 
test scores, and the housing shortage.  The high tech job developer at a San 
Jose job search center said there was reason to be optimistic since some 
companies were hiring. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 26, 2002 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: 1:44 

Subject:    

This report showed that some people at this time were just beginning to feel the 
full impact from the economic downturn.  Unfortunately, not everyone was able to 
cope, many felt helpless, and there were more people calling suicide prevention 
for help.  The director of San Francisco’s suicide prevention said since the Bay 
Area was an expensive place to live, the stresses of a slow economy hit people 
harder than the rest of the nation.  A psychiatrist said many people lose identity 
after a job loss, and men were at high risk for suicide in a worsening economy. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 26, 2002 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

  May 27, 2002 (5:00-7:00AM) 

Length: 1:47, 1:46 

Subject:    

This report discussed that the gap between income and housing costs affected 
not only people, but businesses too.  A health care provider said that high 
housing costs made it very difficult to recruit doctors.  They began to offer 
interest-free loans to new physicians.  One doctor that worked in Santa Clara 
found that her $140,000 annual salary wasn’t enough to buy a house there.  A 
realtor association official said they knew that the market couldn’t keep climbing 
long term, and at some point affordability would start to impact economic growth. 



(Employment / Economic Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: April 16, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:    

This report looked a study on the state’s “Welfare To Work Program.”  In San 
Francisco, the percentage of employed mothers increased from 24% in 1998 to 
47% in 2000.  It was even higher in Santa Clara County from 15% to 55%.  The 
program was hailed as a success, but a professor commented that it had a long 
way to go in reducing poverty and improving the quality of life.  The report’s 
authors said lawmakers might have to rethink welfare reform if the goal was to 
move families out of poverty.  A former welfare mother of three was profiled.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: May 8, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 3:17 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a controversial program that paid for welfare recipients to 
move from the central valley into other areas.  Although known as the world’s 
richest agricultural region, with over 100,000 unemployed in four counties, the 
central valley was also one of the nation’s poorest areas.  On the average, a 
welfare family would receive about $1,800 in county relocation assistance.  Move 
counselors tried to find them housing and work, but with no guarantee.  The 
program was saving taxpayers more than two million annually.  But critics called 
it pushing the problem somewhere else while poor people were still moving in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL LOCAL NEWS REPORTS 

 

ABC 7 News provided several, in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  The following are 
examples of those reports:  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: April 30, 2002 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 5:58 

Subject:    

This was the second report in a series that investigated claims by former 
members of a bible church about its leader known as “The Apostle.”  It was 
alleged that some people were burned financially after giving the church their life 
savings.  The apostle admitted on camera that his lifestyle was lavish.  He said 
all the money he had spent was for the good of the church, and that he also 
pitched in.  It was noted that he purchased prime local real estate worth over one 
million dollars.  A former ten-year church member alleged that the apostle, and 
his prophets sometimes decided who should marry, and divorce.  Asked if he 
discouraged dating outside of the church, the apostle said that he never recalled 
having an opinion about it.  But a 1999 taped sermon contradicted his comment. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: May 15, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:18  

Subject:  

This special report reviewed the case of a man with AIDS involved in a landlord 
dispute over his pit bull mix dog.  Because of his AIDS status, he was on 
disability and could not afford to move.  Landlords in San Francisco were 
concerned about the highly publicized fatal dog mauling attack.  An SPCA 
representative said landlords were overreacting, and many dogs made good 
tenants.  The buildings four owners declined an on-camera request, but one of 
them spoke by phone, and admitted his concerns about the tenant were related 
to the dog attack case. 

 

 

 

 

  



(Special Local News Reports cont.)  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: April 7, 2002 (9:00 - 10:30AM) 

Length: 3:02 

Subject:   

This special report saluted a dog rescue group, and one of its members who 
helped turn abandoned dogs into canine companions.  The group found temporary 
kennels or foster homes for rescued dogs while they searched for new owners.  
They accepted donations to help pay expenses, and worked with the dogs so that 
it would be easier for a new family to take over.  One of their challenges was 
explaining the benefits of adopting an adult dog.  During this report a family arrived 
to visit a dog that was up for adoption, and decided to take the dog home. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 1, 2002 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:59 

Subject:   

This special report profiled a man with chronic leukemia who traveled to 
Washington, D.C. as a citizen lobbyist.  This gentleman said it was really 
important to him to take the fact that he had leukemia and make something 
positive out of it.  He joined three hundred other cancer patients to lobby 
members of congress on cancer care bills.  He talked with his representative 
about the need for oral cancer drugs to be covered by Medicare.  This would 
make advanced treatment available to everyone, and his representative 
supported such a bill.     

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: May 19, 2002 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:43 

Subject:    

This special report discussed that in-flight radiation was becoming a growing 
concern among researchers, crew, and fliers that logged thousands of monthly 
air miles.   Experts said repeated exposure to cosmic radiation might pose a 
serious health risk for air travelers, similar to getting too many x-rays.  Many flight 
crews wanted to be classified as radiation workers, but the federal government 
declined.  The FAA did not want to talk about cosmic radiation for this report, but 
admitted it existed, and didn’t believe it was anything to worry about.    



(Special Local News Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: April 7, 2002 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 3:00 

Subject:  

This special report examined a Children’s Health Council program for young 
cancer patients.  Children that beat the disease found returning to life as usual, 
or returning to school was an especially overwhelming experience.  The 
Returning To School Program was designed to make the transition of going back 
to school easier.   A fourth grade cancer patient who co-authored a book about 
his experiences with brain cancer was profiled.  He wanted his friends to know 
that even though he spoke more slowly, and couldn’t run as fast as before, he 
was still the same person.  He was able to explain that with the help of the CHC. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: May 3, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:11 

Subject:  

This special report profiled a Richmond teacher who taught economically 
challenged students.  Statistically, this teacher was part of the one percent of 
African American males that taught elementary school.  He found his calling 
while doing substitute teaching, and returned to teach at the school he had 
attended as a youngster.  He inspired his students to be the best, and they 
showed it by achieving great test scores.  But he was expected to change 
schools after the school year to further his teaching career. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Special Local News Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: May 21, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:04 

Subject:  

This special report looked into a complaint by homeowners in a new housing 
development.  They showed forms that indicated they paid an extra $1,700 for 
top of the line appliances, but didn’t get them.  Although the appliance name on 
the forms was a top of the line name, the builders said it was a typographical 
error since the appliance serial numbers on the forms were for the lower grade.  
The builder said the form wasn’t a contract, but only a buyers’ option sheet.  
Producers asked an attorney for an opinion, and he explained that the form was 
a contract.  He believed the buyers should get their money back or receive 
appliance upgrades.  Several attempts were made to get a response from the 
builders, but they did not make a statement. 


