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During the first quarter of 2002, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled 
local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative 
average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

   Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

   Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

   Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday   6:00-6:30PM 

   Sunday  7:00-8:00AM 

   Sunday  9:00-10:30AM 

   Sunday  6:00-6:30PM 

 



During the first quarter of 2002, KGO-TV also aired the following regularly 
scheduled locally produced programs that addressed the problems and 
needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

SUNDAY ON 7: Half-hour public affairs program produced by KGO-TV Public 
Affairs, that consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related 
to the local community.  This program was hosted by KGO-TV news anchors 
Dan Ashley and Jessica Aguirre, and it aired on Sundays from 10:30-11:00am. 

 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE: Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information and product recalls during 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  
The unit was staffed by volunteers who answered letters, e-mail and hotline 
telephone calls from viewers seeking help with variety of consumer problems.  
On the average, the unit received over 1000 letters, over 400 e-mails, and 
approximately 2000 phone calls per month. 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 
 

During the first quarter of 2002, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

   
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE: This program, in a series of specials under the 
generic title of Profiles of Excellence, highlighted the accomplishments of five 
outstanding members of the Bay Area’s African American Community.  This 
program aired on Sunday, January 20, 2002 from 5:00-5:30pm, and on Sunday, 
February 10, 2002 from 10:30-11:00am. 
 
BEHIND THE HEADLINES: UNITING ON HEALTHCARE: ABC 7 consumer 
reporter Michael Finney facilitated a discussion on the state of healthcare in this 
one-hour townhall meeting.  This program aired on Saturday, March 2, 2002 from 
7:00-8:00PM, and on Sunday, March 10, 2002 from 12:00-1:00pm. 
 
SAN FRANCISCO ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE- KGO-TV provided exclusive 
televised coverage of this 150

th
 annual parade sponsored by the United Irish 

Societies.  The parade was comprised of over 200 contingents of dance groups, 
musicians, bands, politicians, and people from the Bay Area and across the 
nation.  Several children took part in the parade as cultural dancers, and many 
Irish non-profit groups marched to gain community awareness.  This program 
aired on Sunday, March 17, 2002 from 4:00-5:30pm. 
 
22

ND
 ANNUAL KGO RADIO NEWSTALK 810 LEUKEMIA CURE-A-THON: 

KGO-TV provided live, simulcast television coverage of this annual fund-raiser 
for the Leukemia Society.  Two-day combined radio and television coverage 
raised $621,781 for Leukemia Research.  This program aired on Saturday, 
March 23, 2002 from 4:00-5:30pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

   

During the first quarter of 2002, KGO-TV aired a total of 1,577 public service 
announcements that aired throughout the broadcast day in various time periods, 
and involved many different topics.  Some of these PSA sponsors included:  
Amputee Coalition of America, Guide Dogs for the Blind, California State Parks 
Foundation, Film Arts Foundation, National Depression Association, Medic Alert 
Foundation, Screen For Life, U.S. Navy, Leukemia Society of America, Over 60 
Health Center, USDA, Susan G. Komen Foundation, National Stroke 
Association, Words Can Heal, Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, Salvation Army, 
National Federation of the Blind, Will Rogers Institute, and Environmental 
Defense Fund. 

 

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 

 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  Through these efforts we’ve determined that the following 
issues are important to the community: 

  

    Youth Issues 

    Housing & Homeless Issues 

    Women’s Issues 

    Minority Issues 

    Education Issues 

    Special News Reports 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 

 

 



PROGRAMS ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS 

AND NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

YOUTH ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 26, 2002 (6:00 - 6:30PM) 

Length: :24 

Subject:  

This report covered a special Oakland town hall meeting on youth and race 
convened by a state legislator, Public officials attended the meeting, but it was 
the students themselves who conducted the meeting and workshops.  The adults 
mostly listened and learned.  The teens looked for ways to overcome problems 
that could get in the way of an education such as violence in schools, drugs and 
poverty.  

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 13, 2002 (6:00 -6:30PM) 

Length: 1:33 

Subject:  

This report discussed a new county program with the goal to provide thousands 
of San Francisco children with health insurance for the first time.  San Francisco 
was only the second county in the nation to launch this type of program.  It was 
designed to help low and moderate income families who made too much to 
qualify for other government programs, but not enough to afford insurance.  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 6, 2002 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: 1:00 

Subject:   

This report reviewed an incident that involved three peninsula middle school girls 
that experienced an illegal drug overdose. Other children said they had taken 
pills, but no one knew what the pills were.  Police weren’t sure, but there was 
suspicion that the drug might have been ecstasy, which they said, even for 
middle school children was not difficult to get.  School officials sent a letter home 
to parents that stated “any illegal drugs on our campuses are prohibited, and will 
be dealt with in an aggressive manner.” 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 1, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  February 4, 2002 (5:00 - 7:00AM) 

Length: 1:56, 1:23 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a study of fourteen to nineteen-year-old boys that found 
nearly 15% of the age group used unnatural performance-enhancers.  This 
included steroids like DHEA and so-called food supplements.  A pediatrician 
explained that the concern with adolescents was doctors weren’t sure what effect 
the enhancers would have on developing bodies. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 6, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  February 7, 2002 (5:00 - 7:00AM) 

Length: 1:19, 1:19 

Subject:  

This report discussed how Internet computers could help hospitalized children to 
overcome depression, boredom, and feelings of isolation.  Compared to passive 
TV watching, computers require active involvement so they can stimulate and 
distract patients from their troubles.  Very young patients played games and others 
just kept track of what they had missed.  A specialist explained that adding 
computers to hospitals was not easy because special considerations had to be 
made for cleaning the units to prevent infection.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 25, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00AM) 

Length: 1:46 

Subject:   

This report reviewed how for some children, being tormented or teased by a bully 
was a common occurrence.  The National Parent Teachers Association said one 
out of ten children was the regular victim of a bully.  According to a psychiatrist, a 
child got a sense of control by being a bully.  Some might have low self-esteem, or 
be in a difficult situation at school or home.  She suggested that parents might 
consider therapy for their child if bullying became a chronic behavior. 
 
 
 



(Youth Issues cont.) 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 27, 2002 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 1:44 

Subject:  

This report profiled a workshop by the Dance Theatre of Harlem that offered nearly 
1700 inner city kids a chance to experience its rare ballet class.  The founder of 
this East Bay dance company said he started it 33 years ago to give something 
back to children.  His workshops were designed to put ballet into everyday terms 
for children.  He said that perhaps a few kids could become dancers, but it could 
also give them skills to survive. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 27, 2002 (9:00 - 9:30AM) 

Length: 2:41 

Subject:  

This report profiled a 17 year-old girl about to be honored as one of the East Bay’s 
most important citizens of the year.  She was diagnosed five years before with a 
rare autoimmune disorder that first appeared as skin blisters.  She decided to start 
the “Children’s Skin Disease Foundation,” and then raised money to open “Camp 
Wonder.”  Dozens of children with skin afflictions were invited for a week of 
summer camp.  For many of these kids this was their first summer spent outdoors. 
The camp was such a hit that it was expected to open for a 2nd time in June 2002. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 13, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:  

This report originated from a Microsoft event where Bill Gates recognized two high 
school seniors for their software program to aid school systems.  The two East Bay 
teens worked on the project for five weeks using a Microsoft suite of developer 
tools to create the program.  Gates was so impressed with the program that he 
shared it with seasoned pros at the software gathering.  The young men shared 
the spotlight with three other team members and their teacher.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Youth Issues cont.) 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
During the first quarter of 2002, there were over 700 public service 
announcements that aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to 
young people.  Some of the sponsors of these PSA’s included:  Andrew’s 
Buddies, America’s Promise, Boys Hope-Girls Hope; Boys Town National 
Hotline, California Conservation Corps, California Teachers Association, Center 
for Juvenile & Criminal Justice, Child Reach, Children Now, Children of Shelters, 
Connect for Kids, DARE, Disney Learning Partnership, Job Corps, Juvenile 
Diabetes Foundation, March of Dimes, National Center For Missing & Exploited 
Children, National Fatherhood Initiative, Partnership for a Drug-Free 
California/America, Society For Adolescent Medicine, and Youth for 
Understanding. 

 



HOUSING / HOMELESS ISSUES 

 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: January 13, 2002 (10:30 - 11:00AM) 

Length: 8:27 

Subject:    

This segment featured San Francisco Gavin Newsom discussing his plan to 
establish a “Department of Homeless Services.”  He requested a survey of 
homeless services, the first one in years, that showed the city would spend more 
than $104 million dollars in direct services in 2002.  The annual census of 
homeless counted over 7,300 people on the street.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 15, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:56 

Subject:     

This report covered the demolition of San Francisco’s North Beach Housing 
Project.  The housing authority said the project was an eyesore from the outside, 
and on the inside it was worse.  The 229 units weren’t wheelchair accessible, 
and the common areas became a haven for drug dealers.  The project was being 
cleared for a $100 million dollar combination of low / moderate-income housing 
and commercial property.  Tenants of another new housing project in the city 
comparable to the future North Beach development discussed their new homes. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: February 18, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

  February 21, 2002 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: 1:30, 1:42 

Subject:    

This report reviewed how a wealthy landlord had given nearly 150 Santa Rosa 
families eviction notices to move.  While the thirty-day notice was all that was 
required by law, nearly all of the tenants said it was not enough time.  They met 
with local leaders to discuss their options.  The mayor told hundreds of people 
that there wasn’t much the city could do.  He wrote the landlord a letter, however, 
that asked him to delay the eviction and work with the city and tenants. One 
family decided to move out immediately to Sacramento where housing costs 
were lower.  



(Housing / Homeless Issues cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: February 1, 2002 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

  February 3, 2002 (7:00 -8:00AM) 

Length: 1:28, 1:28 

Subject:    

This report discussed HI-CAP, or the High Cost Area Home Purchase 
Assistance Program. Through the state, first time homebuyers could receive up 
to $25,000 toward a down payment.  But not enough people in the Bay Area 
were taking advantage of the program.  Even households with $100,000 incomes 
in some counties were eligible to apply.  A middle school teacher that used the 
program to buy a condo in San Jose was profiled.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: February 3, 2002 (6:00 -6:30PM) 

  February 11, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

  February 20, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 2:15, 2:55, 1:30 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the homeless resolutions San Francisco Supervisor Gavin 
Newsom proposed that stemmed from a fact-finding trip to New York City.  The 
supervisor and other officials toured New York’s homeless shelters and saw only 
one person panhandling.  New York’s Department of Homeless Services told 
San Francisco officials that their coordinated system was the reason their nearly 
30,000 homeless were in shelters. 

This report discussed Supervisor Newsom’s proposal to redirect monthly welfare 
grants for homeless people, some $9.5 million and funnel it to services instead. 
He said that the city had a moral obligation to get homeless people off the 
streets.  Homeless advocates stormed city hall two weeks in a row to protest the 
proposal that would cut their cash payments. 

In this follow-up report, homeless advocates held a press conference at city hall. 
They presented their community proposal for a more effective homeless program 
that differed from the supervisor’s.  Supervisor Newsom said he was encouraged 
by the response, and also said the press conference was a step in the right 
direction.    

 

   



(Housing / Homeless Issues cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: January 10, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

  January 20, 2002 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 3:28, 3:03 

Subject:    

This report followed an outreach coordinator for the non-profit Mobile Assistance 
Program or MAP, as she and her co-worker contacted the homeless.  San 
Francisco’s homeless population was growing, and MAP reached out to people 
who had taken to the streets by giving them a little food, and some basic 
necessities.  They encouraged them to find shelter, but the coordinator said she 
had known a couple of the people for twenty years.  Two homeless men were 
trying to make ends meet by recycling cans and bottles. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: February 8, 2002 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: :31 

Subject:     

This report announced that 24% of all Bay Area residents could afford to buy a 
home.  That was compared to only 18% in the previous year.  This was 
according to a report by the California Association of Realtors.  Alameda County 
made the biggest jump from 18 to 25%, while San Francisco remained the least 
affordable city for local homebuyers at 15%.  In Santa Clara County, 29% of 
families could afford a home compared to only 18% in the year before. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: February 25, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:17 

Subject:     

This report reviewed the rebound in the state housing market after a year of low 
home sales.  The California Association of Realtors reported that home sales 
jumped by 16% in January 2002 compared to the same month in the previous 
year.  This was a total of more than 584,000 homes sold.  Although Bay Area 
prices had dropped some, they remained high relative to much of the state.  This 
was evident in Santa Clara County where the median home price was $494,000.  

  



 WOMEN’S ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 28, 2002 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:  

This report previewed a mountain climbing expedition of five women who wanted 
to make history as the first all-female team to reach the summit.  One of the 
climbers said luckily Ford Motor Co. was sponsoring the event because they 
wanted to show not only that women could do it, but also all ages and genders.  
A 58 year-old climber said it was a dream come true since she had beat breast 
cancer, and lived with diabetes.  The climbers acknowledged the risk involved. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 14, 2002 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:49 

Subject:    

This report covered the imminent closure of Brandon House, a refuge for 
homeless and battered women, due to a lack of funding. After the electricity was 
cut-off on the day prior to the closure, staff and volunteers were unable to search 
for replacement housing for residents.  The Emergency Housing Consortium 
offered temporary help.  But most people that depended on this service also 
were part of the working homeless, and the term affordable housing did not 
apply.  The closing of Brandon House would make the search for shelter more 
challenging. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 8, 2002 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:37 

Subject:  

This report reviewed the Bay Area conferences that observed International 
Women’s Day.  Women of all ages gathered to discuss issues ranging from 
money to self-esteem.  A 20 year-old singer actress spoke to girls at a San 
Francisco middle school about building self-esteem.  Women employed at 
universities met to develop skills in negotiations, communications, and 
networking.  Organizers of this meeting pointed out that the “glass ceiling” was 
still present in the U.C. system.  A best-selling author told the women to get into 
politics, and offered California’s Senators Boxer and Feinstein as examples.  



(Women’s Issues cont.)  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 6, 2002 (6:00 - 6:30PM) 

Length: 3:26 

Subject:   

This report profiled three women who were able to use San Francisco homeless 
services to successfully get off the streets.  One native San Franciscan was able 
to shake her drug habit after she received help from a city funded shelter and 
community services group.  Another woman became homeless after suffering a 
nervous breakdown and turning to crack cocaine.  She became clean & sober, 
got a full-time job from a training program, and was living in permanent housing 
all funded by the city.  A woman who got help for her drug problem was able to 
rent a room in a city-run hotel.  She obtained a job and became self-supporting.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 13, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:13 

Subject:    

This report discussed a new medical treatment for women with cervical cancer.  
A physician explained that this new procedure involved only removing cancerous 
areas, and performing a hysterectomy.  For the first time, this gave young 
women with cervical cancer another treatment choice.  It also gave women who 
wanted to have children the opportunity to do so, or others the option to have 
more.  A woman who underwent the procedure shared her experience. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 13, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

  February 17, 2002 (7:00 -8:00AM) 

Length: 1:38, 1;44 

Subject:    

This report profiled women’s soccer great Brandi Chastain whose game winning 
kick in the 1999 Women’s Soccer World Cup launched the sport in the U.S.  She 
spearheaded the first pro women’s soccer league, and won the league’s first 
world title.  Her husband Jerry, as coach, won the first ever NCAA women’s title 
at Santa Clara.  Brandi discussed how she grew up watching men’s soccer, but 
had no female role models.  She became a role model for young women, and 
along with Jerry they organized soccer camps for children. 



(Women’s Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 14, 2002 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: 1:52 

Subject:    

This report reviewed state bill AB25 that made it legal for gay parents to adopt 
their partner’s child.  This was an important provision for gay families since only 
one partner could be the biological partner of their child.  In the case of adoption, 
many gay couples adopted under just one name to avoid discrimination.  A gay 
woman discussed losing custody of her adopted children after she separated 
from her partner whom she raised them with.  A representative from a lesbian 
rights group discussed how there were many rights & protections for children, but 
only when there was a legal relationship between the parent and child. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 21, 2002 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: 1:52 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the tireless efforts of Sharon Smith in the fight for gay rights.  
She was Diane Whipple’s partner of seven years, the San Francisco woman who 
was mauled to death by two large dogs.  State Assembly Member Carole Migden 
said Ms. Smith played an instrumental role in the passage of a bill for domestic 
partner rights.  The bill was signed shortly after Ms. Smith told her story before the 
California State Assembly. “The Bay Area Lawyers for Individual Freedom” 
honored Sharon Smith with a community service award for her work. 
  
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
During the first quarter of 2002, there were over 60 public service 
announcements that aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to 
women.  The sponsors of these PSA’s included: National Alliance of Breast 
Cancer Organizations, National Osteoporosis Foundation, Susan G. Komen 
Foundation, and Battered Women’s Alternatives. 

 

 

 

  

 



MINORITY ISSUES 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 19, 2002 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:   

This report covered the 60
th

 anniversary of the executive order that forced 
hundreds of thousands of Japanese Americans into internment camps.  Alleged 
to be a threat to military security during World War II, Japanese Americans were 
suddenly ripped from their homes, farms, schools and jobs.  A small gathering in 
San Francisco listened to the stories and memories of those who lived through 
this time of anguish.  Former internees shared reflections on how the internment 
affected them and their families.  They hoped that the anniversary would be a 
reminder so others wouldn’t be treated the same during the war on terrorism. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 17, 2002 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the post-quake restoration of Oakland’s historic old library 
building.  After more than seven years, and $11 million dollars, the 102 year old 
building was reborn as a unique library and museum to highlight the rich history 
of African Americans in the East Bay.  A grocery store chain announced it would 
raise money for the museum by donating a portion the sales of products from 
black owned companies.  The curator looked forward to making it a center of 
community activity that would eventually be made self-sufficient by the public. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 12, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:45 

Subject:  

This report covered the start of 4700, the Chinese New Year of the Horse.  It 
explained that this special event held great significance from one generation to 
the next, and that it had a way of bringing generations and families together.  A 
woman discussed how the holiday gave her a chance to pass along traditions 
and customs to her granddaughter.  The founder of the Chinese Historical 
Society’s museum explained how early immigrants brought their customs to 
America, and how keeping a link to the past instilled ethnic pride in the young.      



(Minority Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 10, 2002 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:01 

Subject:   

This report discussed that many Arab and Muslim Americans had been victims of 
hate crimes following the September 11, 2001 attacks.  State officials said that 
the number of hate crimes tripled after 9/11.  The situation got the attention of 
local leaders including San Francisco Supervisor Gavin Newsom who organized 
a hearing on hate crimes.  Muslim Americans that attended the hearing testified 
about their experiences, and were told what the state had done to fight hate 
crimes.  A Muslim explained that he felt like a foreigner in his own country, and 
that the mosque he attended continued to be vandalized.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 12, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:49 

Subject:    

This report originated from Oakland City Hall where two hate letters were opened 
revealing white powder.  The FBI was investigating at least thirty hate letters that 
were sent to Bay Area Latino lawyers and community organizations.  Hazmat 
teams were called to U.C. Berkeley and Oakland to examine the derogatory 
letters in envelopes without return addresses that contained white powder.  The 
writer attacked affirmative action, criticized non-English speakers, and opposed 
Cesar Chavez celebrations.  A Latino lawyer in Berkeley discussed receiving one 
of the letters.  Preliminary FBI tests indicated the white powder wasn’t Anthrax. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Minority Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 27, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a community group’s historical project to document the 
accomplishments of African American men who worked as Pullman Porters on 
the nation’s railroads.  Many of these men and their families were some of the 
first African Americans to settle in Berkeley, arriving from 1920 to the 1940’s.  
The Pullman workers faced hard work and endured much prejudice.  The early 
civil rights leader, A. Phillip Randolph fought for over a decade to organize the 
Pullman Porters, thus creating the first black labor union in 1937.  When the men 
earned enough money to buy houses, they brought their families to Berkeley, 
away from the poverty and racial discrimination in the Deep South.  Many 
families bought homes on Berkeley’s Stanton Street, houses that came to be 
known as “Freedom Homes.  Descendents hoped to have several of the houses 
designated as landmarks so their relatives’ contributions wouldn’t be forgotten. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 14, 2002 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: 1:52 

Subject:    

This report reviewed state bill AB25 that made it legal for gay parents to adopt 
their partner’s child.  This was an important provision for gay families since only 
one partner could be the biological partner of their child.  In the case of adoption, 
many gay couples adopted under just one name to avoid discrimination.  A gay 
woman discussed losing custody of her adopted children after she separated 
from her partner whom she raised them with.  A representative from a lesbian 
rights group discussed how there were many rights & protections for children, but 
only when there was a legal relationship between the parent and child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Minority Issues cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 20, 2002 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:    

This report reviewed reaction to a video game promoted and sold on the Internet 
that made fun out of killing minorities.  The game was sold on a website that also 
promoted music with racist messages.  The Anti-Defamation League said these 
types of games could plant ideas that could potentially lead to hate crimes, and 
perpetuated stereotypes.  Students interviewed at San Jose State said they were 
shocked about the games.  A video game industry group said it abhorred and 
condemned the games, but the group also upheld freedom of speech. 
 
 



EDUCATION ISSUES  
  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 8, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:55 

Subject:   

This report originated from a San Jose elementary school that was celebrating 
huge gains in test scores.  One of the poorest in the city, this school was to 
receive an extra $65 per student in state funding as a reward.  One official said 
their success was due to the students’ hard work, and the tremendous dedication 
of the teachers who worked many hours after school.  The teachers worked to 
develop their skills, and offered special programs for students and their parents.  
The principal stressed that parents were a crucial part of their winning formula. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 22, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:49 

Subject:   

This report discussed a study that found as many as 75% of kindergartners were 
eager to learn.  But research showed that for some children their first encounter 
with school stopped their desire to learn.  A university dean said it was usually 
not until early school years that motivational problems in children became 
evident.  She said that children needed to be shown how learning is fun.  
Examples of how parents could make learning exciting for children were 
reviewed. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 24, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:50 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a paperwork mix-up that caused a first place high school 
basketball team to drop from first to last place.  The Salinas team was stripped of 
most of its seventeen wins because transfer papers for one of its players wasn’t 
submitted on time.  School leaders went to the California State Interscholastic 
Federation Board to set aside the rule for their case, but no discussion took 
place due to a lack of a motion.  The coach said that as an educator it sent a 
message that he didn’t like.  A federation member said that the message they 
were sending to the kids was that “you’re responsible for your actions.”  



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 23, 2002 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:41 

Subject:    

This report looked into why a high school science department sent a letter home 
with students asking parents for a $20 donation to buy supplies.  One parent 
said she was shocked by the letter, and got angry because she wondered why 
money was requested for such a critical course.  She didn’t mind donating to 
support her daughter’s education, but didn’t expect to have to do it for the basics. 
A school district official said raising money for virtually everything in school was 
simply a sign of the times in California.  She pointed out that the letter was sent 
out without the school administrator’s knowledge. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 7, 2002 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:32 

Subject:   

This report reviewed how new high-tech cameras made a high school campus a 
better place for learning.  Administrators said the strategically placed cameras 
and their speaker-microphones made the campus safer.  Some students said 
they didn’t like to be watched or possibly listened to.  The new cameras and ID 
cards got results with truancy down nearly –37%, and some students said things 
were getting better on campus. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 31, 2002 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:35 

Subject:   

This report announced that parents had one more day to apply to any public 
school in the San Francisco School District.  One of the biggest challenges San 
Francisco public schools faced was changing public perception.  About 30% of 
San Francisco school aged children attended private schools, compared to only 
10% nationwide.  One parent considered moving out of the city because of 
concern over what public schools had to offer.  When she started looking into 
schools she realized there were several to choose from.  She was glad they 
didn’t leave since the city was probably the best place for a kid to grow up. 



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 31, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:21 

Subject:   

This report originated from a middle school to review the widespread problem of 
students who carried overloaded backpacks.  A state legislator wanted to study the 
potential health risks for children that carried them.  A seventh grader said some 
teachers required students to bring books to class everyday, but without access to 
lockers.  Experts said a backpack shouldn’t weigh more than 15% of a child’s 
weight.  The middle school nurse weighed a student with his backpack, and 
discovered he was carrying more than one-third of his weight.  Doctors said 
parents needed to be aware of the danger signs.  Many schools tried to lighten the 
backpack load for students by purchasing double sets of books. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 8, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:52 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the controversy over California’s standardized testing 
program.  The teacher’s union wanted the whole testing program scrapped, and 
had been blasting it with a flurry of radio ads.  One of the most controversial issues 
had been teacher and school bonuses based on test results.  A student leader 
believed that it was not fair to schools in low-income areas.  Many teachers said 
the state required too much testing, and that it was started too young.  Some 
parents were so concerned about testing that they refused to let their children 
participate.  The governor said testing was critical in making schools accountable. 
 
 

 



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

 

ABC 7 News provided several, in-depth news reports that examined a variety of 
issues important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  The following 
are examples of those reports:  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: February 25, 2002 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:37 

Subject:    

This special report reviewed the problem of surgical mistakes by doctors.  A 
national commission that monitored hospitals said 169 surgical mistakes were 
voluntarily reported over a six-year period.  76% involved the wrong body part, 
13% were made on the wrong patient, and 11% involved the wrong procedure.  
A cancer patient that experienced a surgical mistake discussed what happened 
to him.  A physician explained his checks and balances procedures, and how his 
patients had written on their bodies in ink to indicate where to operate. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: February 27, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 5:04  

Subject:  

This special report examined the problem of airline ground crews that got direct 
access to planes without being checked.  Flight attendants said they were 
worried that passengers were getting a false sense of security.  They were 
worried about ground crews, or terrorists posing as workers carrying contraband 
on a plane through “the back door.”  An SFO spokesperson said it was possible 
since employees were not going through x-ray checks.  The airport had plans to 
create checkpoints for the 31,000 employees.  The former Inspector General for 
the Department of Transportation believed that all airline employees should be 
treated the same, close the “back door,” and have everyone go through security. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Special News Reports cont.)  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: January 11, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:15 

Subject:   

This special report profiled a hero of September 11
th

 who helped rescue several 
people from the burning Pentagon.  An Oakland native, and a graduate student at 
George Washington University, he was driving to school and saw the huge plume 
of smoke billowing from the site.  His desire to find survivors also took him to 
ground zero in New York City where he assisted in the recovery.  He was 
recognized as a hero in the Congressional Record, and was invited to the White 
House to carry the Olympic torch. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 19, 2002 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:19 

Subject:   

This special report discussed how there weren’t any state fire guidelines for 
home building materials.  That lack of information was especially dangerous in 
communities built amid wild land areas.  FEMA and state officials were so 
concerned that they asked the UC Forest products Lab to help develop 
guidelines for construction materials.  Fiber cement roofing and plastic decking 
was tested to determine how flammable they were.  Researchers hoped that 
their results would make homeowners choose materials more carefully.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 9, 2002 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:15 

Subject:    

This special report profiled the nearly completed San Francisco Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, and Transgender Community Center.  After years of planning and 
construction, the center was the first in the nation to be built from the ground up. 
It was to be home to 23 non-profit groups, and offer a host of programs and 
events.  Those who followed the center to its completion hoped it would serve as 
a gateway for further generations. 

  



(Special News Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: January 31, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:01 

Subject:  

This special report reviewed how some employers asked employees to sign a 
contract when beginning a romantic relationship at work.  A typical “love contract” 
stated that the couple understood the company’s sexual harassment policy, that 
their relationship was consensual, and that if they broke up they wouldn’t harass 
each other or let their work suffer.  It gave employers some protection against 
litigation.  But it was most commonly used in classic sexual harassment cases 
where one person was the other’s supervisor.  Lawyers said companies couldn’t 
force an employee to sign a love contract. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: February 17, 2002 (9:00 - 10:30AM) 

Length: 3:28 

Subject:  

This special report discussed how more men were becoming more aggressive 
about seeking romantic help.  Five bachelors were profiled that were all using a 
dating service just to meet the right person, and all had postponed marriage for a 
career.  For the first time in decades, men of marrying –age outnumbered 
women.  This was due to a big drop in birthrate forty years before.  Surveys 
showed men were becoming more flexible about dating women older than them, 
and women previously married with children.  One couple was interviewed on a 
date that was arranged by a matchmaker that charged up to $8,000. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: February 5, 2002 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:50 

Subject:  

This special report revealed for the first time, the heroes behind the dramatic 
rescue of a woman who nearly drowned after her husband drove their SUV into 
bay waters.  She was giving him a driving lesson when he accidentally hit the gas 
instead of the brake.  Two people stopped to help with one diving into the water 
pulling the occupants from the vehicle, and the other administering CPR.  The 
woman was stabilized, but the man died at the scene. 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: February 7, 2002 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:02 

Subject:   

This special report discussed how the state medical board’s website provided 
information about a physician’s felony convictions, but not about misdemeanors. 
The board would reveal how it disciplined a doctor, but not why.  It also would 
not share any information about complaints, lawsuits, or settlements, except in 
the case of malpractice.  The family of a man who died of lung cancer sued his 
doctor for not giving him enough pain medication.  The doctor was found guilty of 
elder abuse, but on the state medical board website there was no mention of the 
verdict.  A state medical board representative said they always had one of the 
more aggressive disclosure policies in the nation. 


