
WTAR(AM) QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT FOR THIRD        
QUARTER 2019 (JULY-SEPTEMBER) 
 
Public Service Program: “Focus” 
Date: 28th July 6:02am-6:31am 
Duration: 29 minutes 
Host: Tony Macrini 
 
Guest: Nancy E. Sheppard, author, staff writer and photojournalist for The Poquoson            
Post newspaper 
Topics: 

● Ms. Sheppard's background and new book Lost Attractions of Hampton Roads 
● Her inspiration for preserving local landmarks in photographs 
● The most popular historical Hampton Roads attractions that made it into the book             

and the impressions and memories the general public has for them, including the             
Negro Building, Coleman's Nursery, and the Peppermint Beach Club 

● How the public can purchase the book 
● Ms. Sheppard's upcoming projects 

 
Guest: Greg Siegel, Chairman, Hampton Streetcar 390 Committee 
Topics: 

● Streetcar 390's status as the last remaining streetcar that ran between Newport            
News and Hampton and a remnant of a bygone system of transit used across the               
U.S. 

● Details about the railway system, such as the capacity of the cars and efficiency              
from electric power 

● Its journey from being purchased and lived in by a family in 1946 until it was                
acquired by the Baltimore Streetcar Museum in 1977, who ultimately donated it            
the city of Hampton in 2013 

● The wide extent of restoration needed 
● Promotion of a fundraising event for said restoration needs, in addition to            

financial help from the city of Hampton 
● How the public can make donations 

 
Guest: Art Beltrone, founder of the Vietnam Graffiti Project 
Topics: 

● Mr. Beltrone's expertise, and background in finding, collecting and appraising          
military artifacts and as a film consultant 

● The story about how he founded the Vietnam Graffiti Project 



● His upcoming show in Richmond in November 
 
Public Service Program: “Focus” 
Date: 25th August 2019 
Time: 6:01am-6:23am 
Duration: 22 minutes 
 
Host: Tony Macrini 
Guest: Archie Whitehill, local author, Case Manager for STEP-UP, Inc. columnist for            
The Virginian Pilot 
Topics: 

● Mr. Whitehill's work history and background in various forms of writing in the             
Hampton Roads area 

● Promoted his new book Creating Success With a Criminal Record 
● Some of the book’s content, such as the first steps in transitioning into a              

productive mindset 
● Rehabilitation methods to employ while incarcerated 
● Some of the hurdles faced by ex-convicts when trying to find employment,            

including types of jobs from which they may be automatically barred by nature of              
their offence 

● How the public can purchase the book 
 
Host: Bob Matthews 
Guest: Deja Riley, fitness and dance instructor 
Topics: 

● Ms. Riley's background as a Virginia Beach native, career in dance/fitness           
instruction, and history as a volunteer for Operation Smile 

● Promoted the upcoming “Fight Night” fundraising event, an amateur fighting          
match to raise money for Operation Smile 

● How the public can follow Riley, Operation Smile, and the Fight Night event, as              
well as make donations 

 
N.B.: This interview originally aired on WTAR on 22nd August 2019 from            
4:01pm-4:08pm. 
 
Public Service Program: “Focus” 
Date: 29th September 2019 
Time: 6:04am-6:27am 
Duration: 23 minutes 



Host: Tony Macrini 
Guest: Zack Terwilliger, U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia 
Topics: 

● Mr. Terwilliger's credentials as an attorney 
● His initiative to curb the opioid crisis in Hampton Roads through the Hampton             

Roads Opioid Working Group 
● The nature of fentanyl as a manufactured drug 
● Methods the U.S. Attorney's office will be taking 
● Various communities in the area with which the Working Group plans to consult             

for data and information to help 
● The difficulty and essence of federal, state, and local collaboration that it will take              

to fight this epidemic fully 
● Fentanyl's mass production in and shipment from China 
● The drug's prevalence mainly east of the Mississippi River 
● The drug's concentration in the U.S. on a global scale 
● How the public can get involved in the effort 

 
Guest: Peter G. Decker, III, Attorney 
Topics: 

● Promoted the Barrels, Brew, and BBQ event to benefit the Peter Decker            
Children's charity 

● The various hospitals in the area that will benefit from the event 
● How the public can sponsor the event 


