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2022 NEWS ISSUES Q1 – KQYB 

News stories are approximately News stories are approximately thirty seconds long and air on WQYB between the hours 

of 6:00am and 9am Monday-Friday. 

HEALTH: 

1/6 With community transmission in La Crosse County "critically high" ... averaging 138 

COVID-19 cases per day the past week ... the health department will be holding a noon briefing 

tomorrow. Wisconsin set a record for COVID cases for the second day in a row yesterday, at 

10,288. The state is averaging 6,260 cases and 21 COVID deaths a day over the past week.  

The state is 58.3% vaccinated with two doses. La Crosse County is at 64.0% ...  

(Other counties are as follows) 

Buffalo 58.4% 

Trempealeau 64.3% 

Jackson 47.2% 

Monroe 47.2% 

Vernon 51.1% 

Tomorrow's health briefing will include the La Crosse School Superintendent, a local business 

rep and a doctor from both Gundersen and Mayo 

1/7 La Crosse's two hospitals and the La Crosse school superintendent are urging the public to 

be careful around others, because of the rapid spread of the omicron variant. The heads of 

Gundersen and Mayo joined with Superintendent Aaron Engel and county health director Audra 



Martine to discuss the rise in COVID cases. Engel said decisions on remote learning probably 

will be made for individual schools, rather than the entire district at once. They also urged 

unvaccinated people to get COVID shots. The county has been averaging 138 new COVID 

cases a day in the past week.  

1/11 Over the past two weeks, the state of Wisconsin has seen a 150% increase in COVID-19 

cases. Wisconsin is averaging 9,063 cases, 28 deaths a day over the past week. The state's 

positivity rate reported Monday was 27%. La Crosse County is averaging 193 cases a day over 

the past week. A week prior, that average was 159 a day. Statewide, Wisconsin is 58.5% 

vaccinated with both does. La Crosse County is 64.2%. 

1/13 COVID-19 cases in La Crosse County have jumped 123% since Dec. 17. The positive test 

percentage has increased 28.3% since that time. The county is now averaging 312 cases per day 

over the past week, according to the La Crosse County Health Department. One county resident 

died over that time, as well. There are 47 counties in Wisconsin at a critically high COVID-19 

activity level. The rest are at the "very high" level. The health department is asking people 

consider rescheduling events and gatherings as well as finding a safer way to do daily activities. 

"You may consider moving your gathering outside or to a well-ventilated area, requiring masks 

indoors, and limiting the number of people attending," the department said. Meanwhile, 

statewide, Wisconsin is averaging 9,675 cases, 27 COVID deaths a day over the past week. The 

positivity rate in Wisconsin is now 27.6%.  

1/19 The omicron variant has caused many hospitals around the country to fill up, putting a 

strain on medical care at places like Mayo Clinic. Dr. Conor Loftus, the chair of outpatient 

practice at Mayo in Rochester, asks people to take precautions to avoid getting sick: Loftus says 

it may take some time for COVID levels to go down enough that society can go back to being 

'maskless.' A data specialist at Mayo says the latest wave of COVID may peak this week or next 

in Minnesota, followed by an abrupt decline.  

1/21 Wisconsin's chief medical officer says COVID-19 omicron variant has yet to peak in 

Wisconsin, even as there are encouraging signs it is waning in parts of the northeastern United 

States where it was first detected. Dr. Ryan Westergaard says hopefully, the state is at or near 

the peak even though the data does not yet show it. The state’s seven-day average number of 

new cases hit another new high, at 18,836, while hospitalizations statewide were down by 115 

over the past seven days. Westergaard says he didn’t know yet if the decline would happen 

quickly or be more prolonged.  

1/26 Area doctors are hopeful that they will see fewer COVID cases a month from now. Mayo 

physician Arin Morcomb tells WIZM's La Crosse Talk that it looks like the omicron variant 

may reach a limit in the region soon: Morcomb says the number of people already infected by 

COVID and the wide use of vaccines will help lead to downward numbers. But she still 

recommends handwashing and distancing, because it's also cold and flu season. 

1/31 The city of La Crosse is authorizing more tests of groundwater on French Island, to learn 

where high levels of PFAS chemicals might be found. A change order approved by the board of 



public works would spend just over $100,000 on additional monitoring wells, and meters to 

measure the chemicals. Hundreds of private wells near the La Crosse Airport have tested 

positive for PFAS substances found in firefighting foam that was used for many years by the 

airport. City leaders plan to use ARPA funding from Washington to help pay for the water 

testing. 

2/2 New COVID cases in Wisconsin have gone down sharply in the last two weeks. The state 

had about 4000 new reports of COVID on Tuesday, compared to 83 thousand on January 17th. 

Mayo physician Arin Morcomb in La Crosse says that's a good sign, but she still urges people 

to be cautious in public: Morcomb tells WIZM's La Crosse Talk says COVID may be here to 

stay, but it could eventually develop into a seasonal virus that doesn't cause severe illness. 

2/23 Nearly two years after COVID-19 led to massive shutdowns of normal activity in 

America, the virus seems to be evolving into something less lethal. Mayo physician Arin 

Morcomb tells WIZM's La Crosse Talk that COVID is moving toward the endemic stage: 

Morcomb says many people may need new booster shots this summer, but that's more likely for 

cancer patients or others with weakened immune systems than for the public. 

2/24 The Wisconsin DNR policy board yesterday finally set some limits on PFAS in drinking 

water. After some arguing over costs ... the board settled on a peculiar limit of 70 parts per 

trillion for drinking water. Town of Campbell residents on French Island have been on bottled 

water for over a year now. Town Chair Joshua Johnson pointed out the irony of settling at that 

limit. “We are very disappointed in the 70 parts per trillion (ppt) standards because we as a 

board feel that number is exceptionally high,” Johnson told WIZM. “The Wisconsin 

Department of Health Services recommends 20 ppt or lower for PFAS and Minnesota 

recommends 15ppt or lower.” The DNR had considered a limit at 20 ppt ... but said that would 

cost too much. Johnson added that the whole dilemma forcing them to go on bottled water was 

because some wells tested at 20 parts. Back in early October, residents were told by the DNR 

they would be using bottled water “indefinitely.” The DNR estimated that would cost $550,000-

$600,000 a year. 

2/25 Drug overdose deaths in La Crosse County over the past two years have never been higher. 

Most of those 68-plus deaths have included fentanyl. Currently, the La Crosse County medical 

examiner’s office is warning of potential overdoses in the area. Medical Examiner Tim Candahl 

says they are investigating multiple, potential overdoses ... some that have led to death. For 

those who may be affected by drug overdoses either personally or through someone they know, 

having NARCAN available could help. At WIZM News dot come there is information into 

getting NARCAN, as well as a video demonstrating when and how to use NARCAN to combat 

an OD. 

BUSINESS/ECONOMY: 

1/4 A south La Crosse apartment building with some spaces set aside for commercial business 

may soon become all residential. The city plan commission has approved a zoning change for a 

building on Farnam Street, near Gundersen. Owners of the Farnam Flats want to convert first-



floor space into more apartments. City planner Andrea Trane argues that commercial space has 

been hard to rent in that neighborhood and says another committee has already okayed the 

proposal: Some critics of the rezoning would like to see a market or restaurant put in the 

commercial space, to relieve a shortage of food vendors in the neighborhood. 

1/13 La Crosse's airport bounced back well in 2021 from COVID-19 lows, with 81-thousand 

passengers going on commercial flights through the airport. That's down only 15 per cent from 

the total in 2019, before the pandemic began...and an 85 per cent improvement over the 2020 

numbers. The December passenger total was under 7000 for the first time since last April, but 

passenger numbers often drop from November to December.  

1/14 One city council committee in La Crosse has gotten a closer look at new building plans for 

Mayo Health System. Mayo has long-range plans to replace its current La Crosse hospital and 

the Skemp Clinic and expand the existing Center for Advanced Medicine. Stephanie Sward of 

the city engineering staff says Mayo must be sure that it doesn't shut off West Avenue when the 

time comes for construction: Mayo is making plans for a six-story 'hospital bed tower' on its 

current site. The Mayo management also is considering whether to approve the design plans. 

1/18 Frontline workers calling for better wages and benefits ... a safer working environment .... 

more help and some respect. That’s what a crowd of around 50 were rallying for yesterday 

outside Gundersen Health System in La Crosse. That was Jill King speaking to the crowd. She's 

been at Gundersen 23 years. Arm Rony (Roh-nee), a CNA at Gundersen, told WIZM they're 

doing twice the work with half the staff ... and a no-brainer for Gundersen to help make up for 

those hardships would be better wages and benefits. Also in attendance was Lt. Gov. Mandella 

Barnes who listened to speeches and talked with workers afterward. Third Congressional 

Candidate Rebecca Cooke also spoke, calling out Gundersen leadership for undercutting its 

workers. 

1/19 La Crosse is back on top...of the gas price list in Wisconsin. The local average of 3.22 a 

gallon on Tuesday was the highest of any major Wisconsin city, according to the Triple-A. 

That's 5 cents higher than the price in Eau Claire, and represented a 10-cent jump from Monday. 

The local pump price is 19 cents higher than a week ago. Milwaukee and Appleton still have 

average gas prices slightly below 3 dollars. The lowest price in the state is 2.49, in Racine 

County. 

1/24 Now that the La Crosse Center is fully reopened after remodeling and COVID, the 

building's convention calendar is starting to fill up again. The Center hosted 18 conventions and 

meetings in 2021. Twenty-five events are already booked for this year, with three more yet to 

commit. The projection for the next five years already shows 24 conventions booked in 2023, 

with 10 more tentatively scheduled. The total could get close to 40 events the following year. 

1/25 It looks like the old Kmart in La Crosse is coming down. That’s what Jeremy Novak, the 

development director for Three-Sixty Real Estate Solutions said yesterday on La Crosse Talk 

PM. Three-Sixty oversees redeveloping the old site. It’s having a public engagement meeting at 



Central High School from 5:30-6:30 p.m. tomorrow ... where a logo and a name will be 

unveiled.  

1/26 New plans for the old K-Mart on Losey have been unveiled by a local developer. During 

an open house last night at Central High School, Marvin Wanders from Three Sixty Real Estate 

revealed the project name, inspired by sunsets reflecting off nearby Grandad Bluff: 

Mayor Mitch Reynolds had already leaked the 'Copper Rocks' name during a speech last week. 

Plans for the K-Mart property include affordable housing, local business space, retail, and a 

fitness center. 

2/1 La Crosse and Eau Claire were tied for the highest average gas prices among Wisconsin 

cities on Monday. The Triple-A says both western Wisconsin cities had pump prices averaging 

3 dollars, 22-point-6 cents a gallon...which was a slight drop in both towns from prices the day 

before. Some La Crosse area stations now have prices up to 3.34 a gallon...reflecting a 10-cent 

jump in one day. Gas watchers are blaming tensions between Russia and Ukraine for a rise in 

crude oil prices. 

2/8 La Crosse residents may have their hearts skip a beat when hearing the news city wants to 

reassess property taxes. La Crosse Mayor Mitch Reynolds sent out a release yesterday in regard 

to a tax assessment in the city but it’s different from what happened about three years ago. That 

revaluation — which was the first in a decade — saw residential property values jump by 25-

50% in places. Reynolds' statement said there will be a citywide revaluation, where a team will 

estimate market value of all assessable property in the city. Those new values will be used to 

calculate property tax statements that will come in December. State statutes requires cities be 

assessed within 10% of market value once every five years. Reynolds further explained 

yesterday on La Crosse Talk how the citywide assessment is different than individual properties 

and how taxes can only be affected up to a certain levy that’s set by the city council. 

2/8 Valley View Mall could have a new owner a month from now. A sheriff's auction of the 

mall along Highway 16 is scheduled for March 8th at the La Crosse courthouse. A judge 

ordered a foreclosure sale of the mall two years ago, after Valley View's long-time owners 

announced it would be put up for sale. The auction reportedly would not include the anchor 

store spaces. Macy's, Sears, and Herbergers all have closed their Valley View stores in recent 

years. The former Sears store is being remodeled into a Hy-Vee supermarket, which would not 

be included in the sale. The mall, which opened in 1980, is valued at around $27 million. 

2/22 A new hospital will be built in La Crosse soon, to replace an old hospital. Mayo Clinic has 

announced it will build a six-story hospital on its property along West Avenue, which will be 

connected to the current cancer center. Dr. Prathibha Varkey, the president of Mayo Health 

System, says new construction planned in La Crosse and Mankato will allow the system to 

enhance its medical services: La Crosse's new Mayo hospital will replace its current building, 

which used to be known as St. Francis and Franciscan Skemp. Mankato will have three new 

floors built atop its existing hospital.  



3/2 Mayo Clinic in La Crosse hopes to break ground next month on a $200 million hospital to 

replace the existing building which used to be St. Francis Hospital. Mayo's regional vice 

president, Dr. Paul Mueller, says it's time to replace the old building with something that meets 

today's needs: Mueller says the new smaller hospital is designed to connect well to the existing 

La Crosse cancer center along West Avenue. 

3/7 The La Crosse area hasn't seen gas prices this high in 14 years. Several area gas stations are 

selling regular gas at 3.99 a gallon. The Triple-A says that compares to the all-time local 

average high of 4.05 per gallon, set in July of 2008. Prices have gone up more than 40 cents in 

just a week and are 60 cents higher in the La Crosse area than one month ago. 

3/8 Valley View mall gets auctioned off today. But will it remain just a mall, which seem to be 

a dying breed all over the US. UW-La Crosse economics professor Adam Hoffer doesn't see the 

status quo for the mall working out too well. But it isn't a losing cause either. Hoffer told the La 

Crosse Talk PM audience whoever wins the bid today -- if someone wins the bid today -- he 

thinks they might have to get a little creative to bring the mall back to life. One idea he liked, 

was building housing towers, giving stores at Valley View shoppers within walking distance. 

The auction begins at 10 a.m. at the courthouse. The mall's most recent value estimate was 

around $27 million. 

3/8 There was one bid, the winning bid, and the Valley View Mall has been auctioned off. The 

buyer, plaintiff Wells Fargo/Morgan Chase, represented by attorney Max Meckstroth of Foley 

and Lardner in Milwaukee, bid $13.2 million. That’s about half its assessed $27 million value. 

WIZM talked with local businessman, Paul Weber, who apparently wants to be a partner and 

revive the mall with new attractions. More on that to come ...  

EDUCATION: 

01/02 Holiday vacation is ending for plenty of school districts, but most college students get another few weeks 

of break time before spring classes begin. At U-W-La Crosse, the spring semester will start three weeks from 

today. University chancellor Joe Gow wants to see as many students back in the classroom as possible, and that 

means getting COVID vaccinations: Gow says many students who stayed away from the La Crosse campus in 

the fall were offered special scholarships to attend class in person during the new semester.  

1/3 A threat made to Central High School has forced students and staff to be relocated to 

Longfellow Middle School today. The La Crosse School District says students who ride the bus 

to Central will be sent home this afternoon from Longfellow on the late-day bus routes. The 

district has not revealed the nature of the threat, but emergency personnel are at Central, and 

people are advised to avoid the area for now. 

1/6 The Logan Middle School will be shut down to in-person learning today and tomorrow due 

to a staff shortage. A letter sent from Principal Amber Erickson to parents said it’s “due to the 

inability to find staff coverage within our building.” The exact reason for that coverage, 

however, wasn’t mentioned. Any student can get breakfast and lunch if they are able to get to 

school. Breakfast from 8-9 a.m. and lunch from 11 a.m.-noon. Students also don’t just get the 

days off. They’re expected to access their online learning curriculum through, what’s called 



“Canvas.” But students will not have to be part of video setting. The school is anticipated to be 

back to in-person learning Monday. 

1/7 A Day after Logan Middle School had to postpone in-person classes for two days, another 

school system just over the Mississippi River is doing the same. La Crescent-Hokah Public 

Schools are "pausing" in-person learning for K-12 students for six school days, starting today. 

In a letter sent to students' families, the school said quickly escalating COVID-19-related 

absences for both students and staff have led to the pause. "Administration considered a shorter 

amount of time, but ultimately with the health and safety of students and staff in mind, the 

decision is to “pause” for a full week," the letter read. All other activities will also be cancelled, 

including practices, childcare and other group activities used by the facilities. 

1/11 Some students exposed to COVID in the La Crosse school system may be able to come 

back to class after a short time without showing test results. The district is relaxing some rules 

for the moment on when it's safe to return to school, following COVID exposure. The director 

of student services, Aimee (AH-mee) Zabrowski, says the test requirement depends on where a 

student came in close contact with a COVID patient: Students with COVID symptoms will still 

have to show a negative test before being allowed back in the La Crosse schools. 

1/25 A guilty plea from the former La Crescent-Hokah school superintendent who resigned late 

last year. Eric Martinez pleads in Houston County court to a disorderly conduct charge and is 

being given a year on probation. The court has dropped a charge of domestic assault, filed after 

Martinez had a dispute with his girlfriend. Martinez resigned in November, and the La Crescent 

district has hired an interim superintendent to replace him.  

1/31 A La Crosse School Board candidate forum tonight at 6:30 p.m. There are eight 

candidates, including two incumbents, running for three seats on the board. On Feb. 15, there 

will be a primary to cut the field from eight to six. Before that happens, however, an hour-long 

forum tonight, hosted by the League of Woman Voters in La Crosse. Voting will take place 

April 5 to elect three of the six remaining candidates. They will begin their terms on April 25. 

Check this story at WIZM News DOT COM for links to watch the forum. 

COMMUNITY NEEDS: 

2/15 We're two weeks past Groundhog Day, but there still may be plenty of winter left in this 

area. Organizers of the Special Olympics have their yearly Polar Plunge in La Crosse scheduled 

for Saturday, March 5th. The fundraiser for people who like running into cold water has been at 

Pettibone Beach for several years, but it's now returning to its previous site on Black River 

Beach. Local spokeswoman Kerry Gloede says jumping into the Black River is easier to 

arrange than being on the Mississippi: This year, the plunge features a new option to 'Refer a 

Friend.' You and a friend can raise money for the event, and the friend is eligible for gift cards 

in return. 

2/25 Five ... five-figure grants awarded to organizations from the La Crosse Community 

Foundation. The YWCA got the largest of the competitive grant money at $88,000. Nearly 



220,000 was given out to 13 organizations. Getting over $30,000 each was the La Crosse 

County Historical Society and the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of La Crosse. The 

Foundation also awarded over $27,000 in baseball grants from the Corrine Zielke fund. The 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater La Crosse received $5,000, while Brice Prairie Baseball Softball 

... the American Legion and the Western Technical College Foundation all received over 

$3,000. 

3/3 It's not going to feel like winter on Saturday, with highs close to 60 and rain in the forecast. 

But Saturday is the scheduled day for the return of the Polar Plunge for Special Olympics in La 

Crosse. The fundraiser is back at Black River Beach, after a few years at Pettibone. Local 

spokeswoman Kerry Gloede says a new feature this year is the option to 'Refer a Friend.' 

Participants will start running into the chilly river after 11 a.m. Saturday. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE/RACE RELATIONS: 

1/20 The idea of a special committee to study police activity in La Crosse County is moving 

closer to reality. A list of local citizens who could serve on the committee is expected to be 

presented to the county board for approval next month, according to board chair Monica Kruse. 

Former county board chair Tara Johnson has been nominated to head the study group. The 

board voted back in November to authorize a study of area police practices, following 

nationwide criticism of police after the Minneapolis death of George Floyd. 

2/10 Another step today in what has many names and but could be thought of, potentially, as a 

police oversight board being discussed in La Crosse County. At 3 p.m., County Board chair 

Monica Kruse will present to the Judiciary and Law Committee, a list of 18 people for a 

“Committee on Policing Membership.” Among the names listed were at least three members of 

law enforcement in the county, including La Crosse Police Chief Shawn Kudron, Onalaska 

Chief Charles Ashbeck and La Crosse County Sheriff Jeff Wolf. La Crosse County District 

Attorney Tim Gruenke spent some time Tuesday on WIZM discussing its creation, including 

having law enforcement included on this committee. Gruenke didn't really have a timeline for 

how long the county might continue to hash out a plan for police oversight ... he guessed 

perhaps a year. 

2/10 A list of potential members of a police study panel has been presented to a committee of 

the La Crosse County Board. The Judiciary and Law Committee got to see the list of law 

enforcement pros and interested citizens before the full county board considers it. County chair 

Monica Kruse says the civilian members especially may need some briefing on police 

procedures: Kruse says the study on whether to appoint a permanent oversight committee could 

last a year or longer. 

2/16 A slate of 18 candidates for a police study committee goes to the La Crosse County Board 

tonight. The board voted in November to form a panel that would consider the need for a full-

time group to monitor local policing activities. Board chair Monica Kruse says the plan is to 

vote on all 18 at once, although names could be removed from the list: Kruse says no new 



nominees could be added tonight. New names would have to go through a committee process 

before being placed on the study group. 

3/21 A new committee for La Crosse County meets for the first time today, to help decide if 

there should be a full-time police oversight group. The study committee on policing has a 5 

p.m. meeting at the county administrative center in La Crosse. The meeting can be viewed 

online. At this first session, 18 committee members will meet each other, discuss the purpose of 

the panel, and set a regular schedule of meetings. The group is intended to decide whether a 

permanent panel will be established to watch how local law enforcement does its job. 

 

3/24 La Crosse County has just launched the latest local effort to improve relations between 

law enforcement and the public. An 18-member committee to study policing in the county has 

met for the first time. Former county board chair Tara Johnson is leading the new committee: 

Appointees to the study panel include the county sheriff, two police chiefs, attorneys, and 

representatives of the community. They're expected to meet over the next year or so to work 

on recommendations for a permanent oversight group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


