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“This Month in Portland”

1ST QUARTER, 2020

January 25th

Our monthly public affairs program, aired the last Saturday of each 
month from 7:00-10:00 p.m., this month was a look at how Sumner 
County (Portland, Gallatin, Hendersonville, Goodlettsville*, White 
House** and Westmoreland) stacks up against our neighboring counties 
(and the cities in each) around us, in a number of important categories 
used to evaluate progress in key areas. Robertson (Springfield, 
Greenbrier, Orlinda); Wilson (Lebanon, Mt. Juliet); and Trousdale 
(Hartsville) in Tennessee and Simpson (Franklin) in Kentucky. The areas 
of interest we looked at were education and the school systems, 
business and industry, employment and tourism…and how Sumner 
County and Portland stood up against them. Our guests were 
representatives from the local chambers of commerce, the school 
boards, county commissioners and city council members. 

* Goodlettsville is located in both Sumner and Davidson Counties

** White House is located in two counties (Sumner, Robertson)

February 29th (Part I) and March 28th (Part II)

The programs both in February and March were hard looks at the 
introduction of the Coronavirus in Portland and Sumner County, and 
how it progressed from its beginnings in February to where we were at 
the end of March, and the effects on all aspects of life in our area. 
Highlighted were the impact on business and the economy (businesses 
which stayed open or closed…or stayed open and changed); how hard an 
economic impact it had on business; the way shopping changed for both 
the business and the consumer; the actual health threat it posed to 
the public---number of cases, hospitalizations, deaths and recoveries--
-and how that affected everyday life in our community. And in the 



March program, a comparison was made to what was discussed in 
February, and the changes that took place in the ensuing thirty days. 
Our guests for both programs were local physicians, representatives 
from Sumner Regional Medical Center and the Medical Center at 
Franklin (Franklin, Kentucky); a nurse; and in March, a person who had a 
family member who had tested positive for Covid-19 and was 
quarantined at home. These two programs may have been the most 
listened-to and anticipated of all the shows we have done…and certainly 
generated the most response.


