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LOCAL & GOVERNMENT ISSUES 
 
KRCW is committed to keeping viewers informed on local issues.  Important issues this 
quarter included the proposed propane plant in Portland and the string of bicycle-vehicle 
crashes and related calls for safety improvements. 
 

 
KRCW   “Cylvia Hayes Emails” 4/1/2015   10:00 PM    :27 
Former Governor Kitzhaber’s fiancée Cylvia Hayes wants the state to pay her legal 
fees, which would fund the fight to keep state-related e-mails private.  Her attorney says 
that a recent state finding says Hayes was a public official, meaning the state should 
pay.  Her attorney is seeking approval from the Justice Department, putting the burden 
on tax payers.  
 
KRCW   “Portland Propane Protests” 4/7/2015   10:00 PM    1:24 
Today, the Portland Planning Commissioners voted yes on a revised zoning change 
that could allow a propane terminal to be built in North Portland.  The commission says 
the vote does not imply full support and said they still need more time.  That did not stop 
dozens of protesters from expressing their disapproval.  The terminal would be operated 
by Pembina and receive deliveries from Canada by train and export via ship to Asia.   
 
KRCW   “Minimum Wage Rallies” 4/15/2015   10:00 PM    :24 
Hundreds of people marched through Portland today calling for a higher minimum 
wage.  They chanted “What do we want? 15. When do we want it? Now.” The group is 
called 15 Now PDX and is part of nationwide protests in 200 cities.  They chose today 
because it’s tax day.  Opponents say raising the minimum wage would cause employers 
to cut staff because they wouldn’t be able to afford paying as many employees.   
 
KRCW   “O Gun Rights Lgx Hearing” 4/20/2015   10:00 PM    :35 
A gun bill under consideration in the Oregon House is causing controversy.  The bill 
would expand criminal background checks to include private gun sales.  A version of the 
bill passed in the Senate last week, but members of the public complained about only 
having a two hour window for comment.  In response, the House has scheduled an 
eight-and-a-half hour period of public comment this Wednesday.   
 

KRCW   “ODOT Pay Per Mile” 4/27/2015   10:00 PM    :46 
With more fuel-efficient vehicles on the roads, the state says the current gas tax 
scheme is not sufficient to fund road maintenance.  Today, ODOT unveiled an 
alternative program called “OReGO,” which would charge drivers per mile driven.  
Mileage would be tracked using an electronic monitoring device placed in the vehicle.  
Drivers would be charged 1.5 cents per mile and receive credit on the current gas tax.  
The state is looking for volunteers in this initial phase of the program.   
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KRCW   “Portland City Budget” 5/5/2015   10:00 PM    :41 
The City of Portland has a $49 million budget surplus, and now Major Hales has 
indicated how he wants to use it.  Millions of dollars are to be used for road repairs, but 
millions more are supposed to be used for placing homeless veterans into permanent 
housing.  That money would bridge the gap that the federal government provides in 
homeless assistance.  In total, the mayor hopes to spend nearly $100 million on 
housing programs.   
 

 KRCW   “Hales Pembina No Propane” 5/7/2015   10:00 PM    :40 
Before meeting the President tonight, Portland Mayor Charlie Hales made a surprise 
announcement: pulling his support for a half-billion dollar propane terminal in North 
Portland. Willamette Week reports Hales made the decision because it would have hurt 
his 2016 re-election bid. The mayor’s office said it's because the mayor heard from 
hundreds of constituents concerned with the facility's impact on the environment.  The 
proposed terminal would bring propane to Portland by rail then ship it overseas, 
generating an estimated $12 million dollars a year in tax revenue. Pembina plans to 
move forward, hoping the City Council will approve the plan. 
 
KRCW   “Orange Line Max Biz” 5/15/2015   10:00 PM    :48 
After years of planning and construction, MAX trains carried the first passengers from 

Downtown Portland to Milwaukie. The 7.3 mile “Orange Line” is slated to open for 

service on September 12th.  But, today a select group of people, including Governor 

Kate Brown, took a ride along the new line. The $1.5 billion dollar project marks the 6th 

line in the 60 mile MAX system.  Most business owners we spoke with believe the new 

line will mean more business for them.    

KRCW   “Happy Valley Police Vote” 5/19/2015   10:00 PM    1:28 
Residents of Happy Valley voted overwhelming to maintain their own police force.  Last 
year, voters rejected a levy to fund the police, threatening to eliminate the force.  But 
city leaders put forth a new proposal that reduced the tax rate from $1.65 to $1.35 per 
$1000 of assessed land value.  The agency receives about 3000 calls a year, all of 
which would have been diverted to Clackamas County if the levy had failed, causing 
potentially longer response times.   
 

KRCW   “Vision Zero Bike Pac” 5/27/2015   10:00 PM    :46 
A northeast Portland couple has filed papers for a political action committee to support 
“Vision Zero,” a national effort to eliminate traffic fatalities.  This comes on the heels of 
a string of recent bicycle-vehicle incidents, including two today that left two people 
injured and one person dead.  Now, the biking community says something needs to 
change.  In addition to their efforts with Vision Zero, cyclists urge drivers to drive very 
thoughtfully, pay attention, scan the road, and drive at or below the speed limit.   
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KRCW   “Portland Bike Safety Meeting” 6/2/2015   10:00 PM    :41 
In one week, Portland streets saw several bicyclists injured and one die. City leaders 

met today to discuss the problem.  One emerging idea is unmanned speed cameras 

along high crash corridors. Cyclist Alistair Corkett lost his leg on one of those streets. 

He says there's still a long way to go.  Mayor Hales also announced support for "Vision 

Zero,” a Program aimed at eliminating road fatalities nationwide. 

 

KRCW   “Gang Call In Program” 6/12/2015   10:00 PM    :27 
Between the dozens of shootings, drive-bys, and gunfights, communities are pleading 
for it to stop.  A meeting tonight included members of the community and the members 
of the gangs that threaten them.  These meetings occur every couple of years, but this 
was the first time Multnomah County allowed cameras inside.  Fifteen gang members 
appeared and listened to pleas from the community to put an end to the violence.  Since 
January 1st, there have been 75 gang related shootings in Portland with 25 last month 
alone – a record.  Community members aren’t sure if the gang members will listen, but 
they remain hopeful that there will be an impact.   
 

KRCW   “Downtown Panhandling” 6/17/2015   10:00 PM    :41 
If you live in Portland, chances are you’ve seen panhandlers, especially this time of 
year.  Now business leaders and social service groups have a message: don’t give 
them any money.  Instead, they say you should give to Portland’s non-profits who can 
make a real difference in the homeless community.  The campaign is called “Real 
Change Not Spare Change.”  Organizers say funding is important because they deliver 
services to the homeless.  The money donated goes to three local organizations that 
help with jobs, food, and shelter.   
 

KRCW   “Hot WX Fireworks Ban” 6/27/2015   10:00 PM    :48 
The hot and dry weather could impact Independence Day celebrations.  Today, 
Portland’s police chief changed the restrictions on fireworks and as of now, you’re once 
again allowed to light them off in Multnomah County.  However, that could change if the 
weather gets hotter or winds pick up.  The fire chief says you’re also allowed to have 
recreational fires and barbecues, but that could change at any time.  They remind you 
that illegal fireworks or setting them off during a ban could cost you up to $1000.   
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HEALTH CARE ISSUES 
 
KRCW remains committed to reporting on health news and safety alerts to help viewers 
live productive lives.  Some of the major health stories included our investigative series 
on dirty drug needles littering the city’s waterfront park and the $1 billion OHSU 
fundraising milestone for cancer research. 
 

 
KRCW “Powdered Alcohol Ban”   4/2/2015   10:00 PM     :25 
It’s not even on sale yet, but Oregon lawmakers are already trying to ban powdered 
alcohol.  The mix is similar to Kool-Aid and becomes an alcoholic drink when mixed with 
water.  The manufacturer says it’s ideal for campers and travelers.  The ban was 
passed today by the Senate and goes to the House for a vote.  Sales are set to begin 
this summer, but 6 states have already banned it while 28, including Washington, are 
considering a ban.   
   
KRCW   “OHSU Therapy Dog” 4/7/2015   10:00 PM    2:23 
Therapy dogs are often used to help support patients in hospitals.  Now, OHSU is going 
one step further and putting a dog on the permanent staff.  The 2 year old Golden 
Retriever named Dr. Hope is the hospital’s first full time facility dog, on duty up to 40 
hours a week.  Dr. Hope is the result of a donation by a Doernbecher board member 
and underwent a year of training.  Eventually, the program that brought Dr. Hope to 
OHSU wants to have a full time dog at every children’s hospital on the west coast.   
 
KRCW   “Tigard Boil Order” 4/18/2015   10:00 PM    :43 
The Canterbury area of Tigard is under a boil water notice.  Public works says the 
problem started last night when they received complaints of low or no pressure.  They 
discovered air trapped in two of the water pipes.  While the issue has been fixed, they 
issued the boil notice while they check for contaminates.  The boil notice affects about 
300 households.   
 
KRCW   “River Water Safety” 4/19/2015   10:00 PM    :43 
With the summer-like weather coming so early this year, many boaters are expected to 
start enjoying area rivers. KGW went out with Multnomah County Sheriff’s River Patrol 
Unit and they offer several tips.  They say to make sure there are enough life jackets for 
everyone onboard; and make sure you know speed and wake restrictions.  They also 
urge boaters to scan the water for logs, which could be a problem due to the changing 
water levels.  They also say alcohol and boating don’t mix and could result in a hefty 
fine.   
 
KRCW   “Needle Exchange” 5/1/2015   10:00 PM    :33 
A troubling problem facing Portland is dirty, discarded drug needles littering the streets.  
The Burnside Bridge is one of the most affected areas, where people walk, run, and 
bike right by them.  The organization Outside In allows people to exchange used 
needles for clean ones with no questions asked.  They say their exchange rate is nearly 
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100%, so workers fear not enough people know about the program considering the 
number of discarded needles on the streets.   
 
 

KRCW   “Conversion Therapy Bill” 5/7/2015   10:00 PM    :22 
Mental health providers in Oregon will no longer be able to use "conversion therapy" on 
kids. Both the House and Senate have passed bills banning the practice. It now heads 
to Governor Brown for her signature.  The therapy is based on the idea that being 
lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender is a mental illness and can be cured by counseling 
or interventions.  It has been discredited by multiple medical associations. 
 
KRCW   “U of O Vaccines” 5/11/2015   10:00 PM    :25 
Meningitis killed an 18-year-old freshman at the University of Oregon last winter. Now, 
the University is stepping up safety precautions again this week. The U of O is setting 
up a second vaccination clinic for the disease. The CDC recommends vaccinating 
anyone living on campus. That's about 22,000 people. Lane County Health authorities 
say fewer than 10,000 people are vaccinated so far. This week's clinic will be held at 
Matthew Knight Arena. 
 
KRCW   “Eugene Powdered Alcohol Ban” 5/18/2015   10:00 PM    :32 
Powdered alcohol is raising concerns across the country, including most recently in 
Lane County. Health department officials are worried about the strength and ease of 
abuse. One health worker we spoke with said it’s a concentrated form of alcohol and 
people have been snorting it, creating incredibly potent effects. The State Senate 
already approved a ban on powdered alcohol. The House is scheduled to discuss the 
bill this week. 
 
KRCW   “Fast Food No Fake Ingredients” 5/26/2015   10:00 PM    :39 
Taco Bell is the latest fast food company to reduce or eliminate artificial ingredients.  
The company will no longer use yellow dye number six and will use black pepper 
instead of black pepper flavoring.  Pizza Hut has also announced that most of its pizzas 
will be free of artificial ingredients by the end of July.  Experts say social media is a big 
factor in the changes. 
 
KRCW   “Sailor Saves Tourist CPR” 6/6/2015   10:00 PM    1:59 
Petty Officer Matthew Goodwin of the Royal Canadian Navy was in town for Fleet Week 
along the waterfront.  He noticed a man walking toward him who started to stumble and 
collapse.  Goodwin cleared everyone away, checked for a pulse and the man did not 
have one.  Goodwin then began CPR, and after about 3 minutes, the man woke up.  A 
third year medical student also assisted Goodwin by keeping the situation calm until 
paramedics arrived.  The American Heart Association says only 1/3 of cardiac arrest 
victims get CPR from a bystander.  Goodwin will be honored for saving the man’s life. 
 
KRCW   “Fans to MS Patients” 6/7/2015   10:00 PM    :52 
For those battling life-threatening illnesses, staying cool in the warm weather is 
essential.  The heat can make daily tasks unbearable.  That’s why the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society of Portland supplies those in need with air conditioners to patients who can’t 
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afford them.  One sufferer we spoke with said mundane tasks like brushing her kids’ 
hair require a lot more energy for her than other people, so a cool environment helps 
her raise her children.    
 
KRCW   “Birth Control Prescription” 6/11/2015   10:00 PM    :27 
Oregon Governor Kate Brown made history with a new birth control law today.  The new 
plan gives women the option of buying a yearlong supply of birth control.  Currently, the 
maximum you can get in 90 days, which is the most of any state.  Studies show a year’s 
supply lowers the risk of unplanned pregnancy by 30%.  Supporters say it is an advance 
in reproductive rights, but opponents say it will drive up healthcare costs for employers.   
 
KRCW News   “CPR Grad Requirement” 6/15/2015   12:00 PM    :37 
Starting next year, the Oregon students that graduate high school will be required to 
learn CPR before graduation.  Tualatin Valley Fire and Rescue put on a CPR training 
class at Washington Square Mall and they were instrumental in the legislation that 
made the new requirement a law.  They now teach a hands-only CPR technique that 
involves pressing hard and fast on the center of the chest.  They say CPR training helps 
keep cardiac arrest victims vital so the odds of survival increase dramatically after 
medics arrive.   
 
KRCW   “OHSU Knight Cancer Challenge” 6/25/2015   10:00 PM    1:05 
The OHSU Knight Challenge has met its goal – to raise $500 million in just two years.  
Nike founder Phil Knight agreed to provide a matching grant if the goal was met, 
meaning $1 billion will go to cancer research.  Oregon taxpayers funded $200 million 
two years ago and Columbia Sportswear founder Gert Boyle also contributed $100 
million.  The money will be distributed to the school over the next 3 to 5 years and be 
used for researchers, buildings, and equipment.    
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MONEY, BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY: CONSUMER AND ECONOMIC ISSUES 
 

KRCW keeps a close watch on economic developments and consumer warnings to aid 
viewers in making wise spending decisions.  Uber’s officially-sanctioned launch in 
Portland and the impact of marijuana legalization were among the biggest stories this 
quarter.   

 
KRCW   “Uber Taxi Recommendation” 4/2/2015   10:00 PM    :43 
Portland is one step closer to allowing Uber to operate in the city.  Today, a task force 
presented their recommendations and will present those findings to the city council next 
Thursday.  But taxi drivers remain dissatisfied.  They say the rules on insurance, fare 
caps, caps on the number of vehicles, and permitting fees are different for Uber and 
unfair to traditional taxi drivers.   
 
KRCW   “Medical Marijuana Stores” 4/8/2015   10:00 PM    :45 
Recreational marijuana will become legal on July 1st, but there won’t be anywhere to 
legally buy it in Oregon.  The OLCC won’t start issuing retail licenses until late 2016.  
But one plan under consideration would allow medical marijuana shops to sell 
recreational marijuana until retail licenses are distributed.  The plan is only in the 
proposal stage and will require further review.   
 
KRCW   “Arts Tax Money” 4/15/2015   10:00 PM    :45 
Now in its third year, the city of Portland’s arts tax is due today.  Last year the $35 tax 
raised more than $8 million, allowing schools to keep teachers and expose elementary 
students to the arts.  Teachers say it fosters kids’ creativity.  If you didn’t pay today, you 
also have to pay a $15 late fee.   
 
KRCW   “Uber Pilot Program Vote” 4/21/2015   10:00 PM    2:06 
After a contentious showdown at city hall, Lyft and Uber are set to resume operating in 
Portland for a 120 day trial period.  This comes on the heels of a 4-month long planning 
process by the city.  But traditional taxi companies had plenty of concerns, including 
Uber’s third-party background checks.  Some commissioners were reluctant to lift fare 
caps currently in place, concerned riders would not know how much their fares are 
going to be.   
 
KRCW   “Heald College Closes” 4/26/2015   10:00 PM    :39 
Hundreds of Portland college students were in shock after they received an e-mail 
informing them of Heald College’s closure.  The parent company, Corinthian Colleges, 
is closing all 28 of its campuses nationwide effective at noon tomorrow.  The closure 
isn’t entirely unexpected.  Last summer, Corinthian Colleges warned it could close 
because the Department of Education had limited its access to federal funds after a 
grade inflation and attendance-record-altering scandal. 
 
KRCW   “Obama Bonamici on TPP” 5/7/2015   10:00 PM    :59 
President Obama visited Portland today, including a visit to the Nike campus, where he 
explained his support of the Trans Pacific Partnership.  The wide-sweeping agreement 
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would establish free trade deals between a dozen Pacific Rim countries and affect 
policies such as tariffs, intellectual property rights, and labor standards.  Many liberal 
Democrats oppose giving the president “fast track” approval authority.  But 
Congresswoman Suzanne Bonamici, once opposed to the deal, now says she supports 
the idea based on conversations she had with Oregon businesses.   
 
KRCW   “Vancouver Pot Store” 5/12/2015   10:00 PM    1:53 
The Washington State Liquor Control Board says the state set a new single day sales 
record: $1.83 million.  The top two performing stores are both located in Vancouver – 
less than 5 miles apart – and KGW went to find out the secret to the stores’ success.  
The store owners attribute their success to their proximity to the Oregon border, where 
impatient residents flock to Vancouver until Oregon gets their own stores next year.  
The price of marijuana in Washington has fallen to nearly street level prices.      
 
KRCW   “O Oregon Apartments” 5/19/2015   10:00 PM    :31 
New numbers are shedding light on the rising cost of living for Portland and Oregon as 
a whole.  Statewide, you need to make at least $16.61 an hour to be able to afford a two 
bedroom apartment.  In the Portland area, you need to make $18.15 an hour.  Governor 
Kate Brown is asking for $100 million in lottery money and general fund bonds for 
affordable housing.   
 
 
KRCW   “Lloyd District Changes” 5/28/2015   10:00 PM    :42 
A new multi-million dollar hotel is showcasing a Portland Neighborhood on the rise. The 
old Red Lion hotel is set to open as the Hotel Eastlund in the Lloyd District next week. 
It's the culmination of two years of planning, nine months of renovations and $15 million 
dollars. It's the latest of several neighborhood improvements, including a $50 million 
renovation of the Lloyd Center mall.  A new Convention Center hotel is also on the 
agenda along with new apartments and condos.  The PDC credits the city’s investment 
in light rail and the streetcar with spurring private development.   
 
KRCW   “Govt Data Breach China” 6/4/2015   10:00 PM    :45 
The latest data breach targeted millions of government employees.  The feds have 
known about the breach for a while, but today they revealed its massive scale.  Now, 
they are working to understand how it happened.  Two anonymous officials claim the 
attackers are from China and hacked into the Office of Personnel Management.  That 
agency maintains credit card data, bank records, and other information for current and 
former government employees.   
 
 
KRCW   “Minimum Wage Law” 6/8/2015   10:00 PM    :27 
Two states in the northwest already have the country’s highest minimum wages; 
Washington is the highest at $9.47 an hour and Oregon is close behind at $9.25.  But 
that could soon be going up in local jurisdictions.  State Democrats plans to introduce a 
bill this week that would lift the 14-year ban on local governments raising the minimum 
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wage locally.  That would allow individual cities like Portland to pass higher minimum 
wage laws. 
 
KRCW News   “Intel Layoffs” 6/15/2015   10:00 PM    :27 
Intel, who received historic tax breaks last year and committed to increasing investment 
in Oregon, is sending layoff notices out over the next month.  It is aiming to cut costs by 
$300 million, but it remains unclear how many of the company’s 18,000 Washington 
County employees will lose their jobs. The layoffs come with severance packages that 
include two months base salary and four months of healthcare.   
 
KRCW   “Low Carbon Tax Bill” 6/24/2015   10:00 PM    :23 
Today, we got our first look at a controversial $340 million plan to improve Oregon 
roads and not everyone is happy.  The plan calls for a 4% increase in the gas tax.  It 
would also repeal a low-carbon fuel standards law that was already signed by Governor 
Brown.  Part of the new plan aims to relieve congestion on I-5, I-205, and I-84. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES  
KRCW covered a variety of environmental topics.  We strived to make sure viewers 
could stay apprised of severe weather events, pollutants in the environment, and the 
vitality of the region’s natural resources.  Major stories included the impact of our warm 
winter and spring on local bodies of water – from water levels to pollutants, and the 
impact on fish. 
 
 
KRCW   “CA Water Reduction” 4/4/2015   10:00 PM    :29 
California’s governor is ordering residents and businesses to cut their water use by 25% 
amid the state’s serious drought.  Now, one of the heaviest water users has announced 
a plan to reduce usage by 50%.  Cal-Trans, the state agency responsible for highway, 
bridge, and rail transportation, will use $28 million of emergency funds to upgrade its 
irrigation system and install more smart sprinklers around the state.  They also plan to 
postpone landscaping projects.   
 
KRCW   “Spring Hiking” 4/5/2015   10:00 PM    1:52 
The lack of snow has been tough for the ski industry, but has enticed hikers to get an 
early start on the hiking season.  The large number of early hikers has left federal land 
managers understaffed.  Normally, the US Forest Service hires students to handle the 
crowds and care for the trails, but they’re still in school.  Chinook pass near Mt. Rainier 
is already open – its earliest opening in history.   
 
KRCW   “Sea Lion Mats” 4/13/2015   10:00 PM    :23 
Recently, the port in Astoria announced plans to use low-charge electrical mats to move 
the masses of sea lions off the docks.  While there was some success, the equipment 
would have cost about $250,000 – too much for the port to afford.  However, the 
numbers of sea lions are decreasing and moving upstream where hunting is easier.   
 
KRCW   “Nepal Earthquake” 4/25/2015   10:00 PM    1:05 
A 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck Nepal, killing more than 1900 with 1000 injured and 
many more missing.  The quake caused buildings and roads to collapse along with 
massive landslides.  It was centered in the capitol city of Katmandu.  A local man from 
Vancouver was there and he snapped pictures of the damage and chaos that ensued.  
Geologists expect aftershocks and the US is sending aid teams and money to help.   
 
KRCW   “OSU Underwater Volcano” 4/30/2015   10:00 PM    :44 
Oregon State University researchers say an underwater volcano off the Oregon coast is 
erupting 250 miles off shore and three quarters of a mile below the ocean's surface.  
Four years ago it erupted in a massive explosion creating a 30 mile lava flow.  It has 
been quiet since then, but the seismicity has been building for months and there is no 
threat of a tsunami.   
 
KRCW   “Sea Star Comeback” 5/4/2015   10:00 PM    :22 
It looks like sea stars are making a comeback. A disease wiped out millions of them. 
But now researchers say they've found hundreds of juvenile sea stars scattered up and 
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down the coast. The population bump isn't widespread but at one site in Santa Cruz, 
California, more babies were counted in the past year or so than in the previous 15 
years combined.  Scientists will now watch the baby sea stars to see if they survive. 
 
 KRCW   “Detroit Lake Toxins” 5/15/2015   10:00 PM    :30 
A Health Alert if you plan on heading out on the water in Marion or Linn Counties this 
weekend. There's Blue-Green Algae in Detroit Lake. It can be toxic to people and pets. 
Health officials say you should avoid all contact with the water. And most importantly, 
don't get any in your mouth! Even boating can be risky if it goes fast enough to kick up 
spray. Blue-Green algae can cause skin irritation, stomach issues, breathing and heart 
problems.  
 
KRCW   “MSH 35th Anniversary” 5/18/2015   10:00 PM    2:06 
Today marked the 35th anniversary of the Mt. St. Helens eruption and KGW took a look 
back at the event that affected a large swath of the Northwest.  On a Sunday morning in 
1980, the blast sent rock, steam, and ash 80,000 feet into the sky.  There are still other 
mountains in the Cascade Range that are of concern to geologists.  Glacier Peak in 
central Washington is considered one of the most dangerous and is not very well 
monitored.   
 
KRCW   “Cormorant Killing” 5/26/2015   10:00 PM    :46 
The Army Corps of Engineers has resorted to killing thousands of cormorants in Astoria 
in order to save salmon.  Over the past 25 years, the cormorant population ballooned 
from a couple hundred to an estimated 16,000.  The Army Corps says the killings are 
necessary to protect baby salmon.  But environmental groups have sued, saying the 
dams on the Columbia are the real threat.  They are concerned the current strategy 
could cause the entire colony to fail.   
 
KRCW   “Cinder The Bear Released” 6/3/2015   10:00 PM    :44 
Rescue workers pulled Cinder the bear from the Carlton Complex fire last July, the 

worst wildfire in Washington State history.  At the time, she was starving at only 34 

pounds.  Now she’s returning to full size and is even socializing with other bears.  As 

crews prepared to release her, they fired a gun to create a negative association with 

humans so she’ll stay away going forward.   

KRCW   “Lake River Levels” 6/9/2015   10:00 PM    :33 
The rivers are warming up much faster than usual this year.  Along the Tualatin River, 
officials are taking action to cool the temperature by adding more water, which will 
eventually drop water temperature.  They will release water from Hagg Lake in the river 
nearly a month earlier than in normal years.  The move will help keep animals and 
humans safe.  Today, the temperature of the river was about 72 degrees, but native 
trout prefer a temperature closer to 64.  Also, the warmer water can cause toxic algae 
blooms, which threaten wildlife and public health.   
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KRCW   “Goose Poop Problem” 6/16/2015   10:00 PM    1:14 
Milwaukee’s new Riverfront Park is being plagued by a large goose poop problem and 
officials are struggling with how to clean it up.  The Canadian geese are unphased by 
humans.  A city councilor said they made the mistake of planting Kentucky blue grass, 
which is the geese’s favorite grass and seems to be attracting the hungry birds.  At a 
city forum last night, leaders discussed options like using dogs to scare the geese and 
possibly changing the landscaping.  They are also considering fining visitors who feed 
the geese. 
 
KRCW   “Warm River Salmon” 6/22/2015   10:00 PM    2:15 
A potential consequence of our warmer than normal weather: Chinook Salmon dying in 
rivers far from where they’re supposed to.  Biologists counted more than 100 of them on 
a 3 mile stretch of the Willamette.  And the weather is just getting warmer!  Additionally, 
river levels are at about 50% of normal because of low snowpack.   
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FAMILY AND COMMUNITY ISSUES  
 

KRCW continued its focus on families and education with reports on school campus 
safety, family-oriented events in the area, crime prevention, and other stories that 
impacted families and the community at large. 

 
KRCW   “Washco Missing Sex Offender” 4/1/2015   10:00 PM    1:39 
A Washington County sex offender has vanished and he has a long history of abuse 
and other crimes.  After a stint in prison, he was ordered to live at a community 
corrections center, where he was free to come and go.  He then disappeared and many 
are now wondering why he wasn’t more closely guarded.  So far, there are no clear 
answers.  One of his attacks included a sexual assault at PSU among his more than 40 
arrests, substance abuse, and anger management issues.    
 
KRCW   “Markham House Renovations” 4/10/2015   10:00 PM    3:25 
One of Northeast Portland’s iconic old homes is undergoing major renovations after 
nearly being demolished entirely.  The Markham house was slated to be demolished 
until neighbors stepped in to raise $30,000 to get the previous owner, a developer, to 
sell to John McCulloch, who is restoring the home.  McCulloch says his decision to 
preserve the house helps maintain the uniqueness of Portland.   
 
KRCW   “Pet Friendly Housing Bill” 4/13/2015   10:00 PM    :39 
Lawmakers are considering a bill that would make it illegal for landlords to require pet 
owners to declaw cats or clip dogs’ vocal cords as a condition of tenancy.  The Oregon 
Humane Society gave its support for the law, saying that requiring permanent 
disfigurement of the animals is unjust for the sake of a lease.   
 
KRCW   “New UO President Rape” 4/14/2015   10:00 PM    :43 
Today, The University of Oregon introduced Michael Schill, the university’s new 
president.  Schill says he’s committed to campus safety after the previous president, 
Michael Gottfredson, was forced to resign due to his handling of rape allegations 
against three basketball players.  Schill formally begins his tenure in July, previously 
serving as the law school dean at the University of Chicago.    
 
KRCW   “Elephants Land Preview” 4/23/2015   10:00 PM    :43 
KGW got a sneak preview of the new elephant exhibit at the Oregon Zoo.  The exhibit 
will give the animals more space to move thanks to a new 12,000 square foot indoor 
space and a 160,000 gallon pool.  The North habitat will be an area designed to 
encourage the elephants to graze and explore.  The exhibit will open next month, 
allowing visitors to enjoy the popular animals even closer up.   
 
KRCW   “Portland Crime Website” 4/29/2015   10:00 PM    :36 
PSU Criminology students have teamed up with Portland Police to help you track crime 
in individual neighborhoods.  They've built a new website tracking specific crimes in 
specific areas. You can even use the animated maps to see what types of crimes are 
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increasing or decreasing over time.  Most neighborhoods have seen a reduction in 
crime, but bike thefts are actually on the rise.   
 
KRCW   “Oregon Gun Bill” 5/4/2015   10:00 PM    :25 
Oregon appears on its way to tighter background checks on private gun sales.  The 
State house passed a bill to expand those checks by just four votes today.  It now goes 
to the governor to be signed into law.  State law already requires background checks 
when guns are sold by licensed dealers or at gun shows.  But this bill expands that 
requirement to include person-to-person sales. Supporters have been fighting for tighter 
gun laws in Oregon since the shooting at Clackamas Town Center Mall in 2012. 
 
KRCW   “Willamette River Beach” 5/6/2015   10:00 PM    :25 
Mayor Hales wants to spend $300,000 to design the city’s first official public beach.  It 
would be on the east side of the river, just south of the Hawthorne Bridge.  The plan 
would likely include lifeguards and public restrooms.  Proponents of the plan want to call 
the beach 'Audrey McCall Beach' after late governor Tom McCall's wife. 
 
KRCW   “Powell Bike Crash Rally” 5/11/2015   10:00 PM    1:52 
ODOT has flagged Powell Boulevard for safety improvements, but many cyclists say it’s 
not happening fast enough.  Now, cyclists walked their bikes across the crosswalk to 
stop traffic in an effort to raise drivers’ awareness.  Their protest angered many drivers 
and caused a long traffic backup.  The most recent incident on Powell occurred Sunday 
when an oncoming driver turned left into a cyclist, severing his leg.  ODOT says new 
lights, signs, and flash beacons are slated to improve safety.   
 
KRCW   “Memorial Day Outdoor Safety/Camping” 5/22/2015   10:00 PM    :40 
Heading into the Memorial Day weekend, there are lots of activities in the area.  If you 
head to the water this weekend, keep in mind the water is still cold and the river is low, 
meaning there are more rocks and snags exposed.  Typically, campsites are not open 
at higher elevations this early, but with the lack of snow, most sites are booked.  
Rangers say they will be busy clearing downed trees and ensuring the campsites are 
safe.   
 
KRCW   “Sex Trafficking Forum” 5/26/2015   10:00 PM    2:09 
Students at two local high schools are taking a stand against sex trafficking in their 
neighborhood and across the city. They were inspired as a result of a documentary shot 
in part at their school.  Some have been disrespected, solicited, even victimized.  One 
student questioned why Oregon doesn’t have a more aggressive law protecting children 
in strip clubs, porn shops and other adult entertainment businesses.  Their school is in 
the middle of a hotbed for it: 82nd Avenue, a place where film maker Libby Spears set 
part of her nationally renowned documentary "Playground." 
 
KRCW   “May Gang Shootings” 6/1/2015   10:00 PM    :44 
May was the worst month for gang shootings in Portland ever.  There were 25 shootings 
last month, affecting every neighborhood in the city.  Today, another one occurred and 
city leaders are working to figure out a solution.  Mayor Hales says it seems to be more 
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than a spike, but a long term trend.  Police admit one of the problems is simply family 
tradition: many current gang members are children of gang members from 15-20 years 
ago.   
 
KRCW   “Reynolds High One Year” 6/10/2015   10:00 PM    :35 
One year later, the Reynolds High community is remember the shooting that occurred 
there a year ago, but also rallying together.  Two students, including the attacker, died 
in the shooting, which happened inside the gym.  School leaders marked the day with a 
message of gratitude.  They thanked the staff who intervened, the first responders who 
rushed in to help, parents and students, and the entire Troutdale community.  Reynolds 
will hold graduation ceremonies tomorrow.   
 
KRCW   “Portland Pride Parade” 6/14/2015   10:00 PM    2:07 
Today was Portland 45th annual Pride Parade and marked the first time a sitting Oregon 
governor has served as Grand Marshall.  Governor Brown is the first openly bisexual 
governor in the nation and has been coming to the parade for more than 20 years.  This 
was also the first time Clackamas County employees were represented in the parade.  
More than 200 community groups, non-profits, and businesses took part. 
 
KRCW   “Ridgefield Confederate Flag/OR Lawmakers on Confederate Flag” 6/23/2015   
10:00 PM    3:08 
The debate over the confederate flag continues around the country, including here 
locally.  In Salem, the “Walk of Flags” sits to the west of the state capital, and contains 
every state’s flag.  The problem is Mississippi’s flag, which includes the confederate flag 
in its design and lawmakers say it should be removed.  In Ridgefield, the flag has been 
flown for 7 years as part of a memorial to confederate vets.  The head of NAACP 
Vancouver says even with its historical value, the flag should come down.  Mississipi’s 
Speaker of the House is asking that the state’s flag be redesigned and Walmart, 
Amazon, Ebay, and Sears all vowed to stop selling confederate merchandise.    
 


