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LOCAL & GOVERNMENT ISSUES 
 
KRCW is committed to keeping viewers informed on local issues. 

 
KRCW   “Un-Tested Rape Kits” 7/3/2015   10:00 PM    :44 

There are more than five-thousand rape kits sitting in evidence rooms across the 
state. Those kits contain DNA evidence from sex assault cases. Portland has almost 
half of those un-tested kits going back to 1985. There is a national movement to test 
all kits and make every law enforcement agency reveal the number of un-processed 
kits. 
 
KRCW   “Officer Stabbed in Involved Shooting” 7/6/2015   10:00 PM    :30 
Two Portland Police Officers, Jose Jimenez and Scott Konczal, were involved in a 
stabbing and shooting against David James Ellis. Ellis was allegedly attempting to 
burglarize a local office on Sandy Blvd. When police officers approached him, the 
confrontation became heated and Jimenez was allegedly stabbed by Ellis in an attempt 
to arrest. Konczal was on scene and fired a shot at Ellis, after Ellis displayed signs of 
attempting to stab Jimenez a second time. Konczal struck Ellis in hi supper right arm. 
The incident was taken to court and David James Ellis, pleaded not guilty to attempted 
aggravated murder, second-degree assault and unlawful use of a weapon. 
 
KRCW   “Massacre in Chattanooga” 7/17/2015   10:00 PM    :30 

One Beaverton man was in disbelief after watching news coverage of the massacre in 
Chattanooga Thursday. His friend, Mohammad Youssuf Abdulazeez, was identified 

as the gunman who killed four marines. Matt Horton says that is not the Abdulazeez 
he knew. "Introverted guy," said Horton. "He's really friendly if you sit down and talk 
to him." Horton believes Abdulazeez was radicalized in the last couple of years, 
maybe even brainwashed. He says it is the only way to make sense of the violence. 
Federal prosecutors said on Thursday they were investigating the incident as 
possible "domestic terrorism." 
 
KRCW   “Newberg Chief of Police Placed on Leave” 7/20/2015   10:00 PM    :36 

A city council meeting in Newberg led residents there demanding to know more on 
why Newberg Police Chief Brian Casey was told to temporarily step down. The city 
official who made that call, Jacque Betz, is now at the center of a criminal 
investigation. A criminal investigation underway has led council members to 
question whether Betz technically followed city protocol. As for the chief he was told, 
when he was put on leave, to stay off city property. Casey was taken off 
administrative leave, more than a week after the city manager placed him on leave 
without explanation. Casey was placed on administrative leave but had not been 
accused of any wrongdoing. City Council has since unanimously voted to put City 
Manager Jacque Betz on administrative leave.  
 
 
 

http://www.kgw.com/story/news/2015/07/16/police-officer-shot-navy-recruitment-center-tenn/30240915/
http://www.kgw.com/story/news/2015/07/16/police-officer-shot-navy-recruitment-center-tenn/30240915/
http://www.kgw.com/story/news/2015/07/20/newberg-council-plans-monday-emergency-meeting/30402549/
http://www.kgw.com/story/news/2015/07/20/newberg-council-plans-monday-emergency-meeting/30402549/
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KRCW   “Metro Suspicious Mail” 7/27/2015   10:00 PM    1:48 

Disturbing deliveries sparked panic across the area. Facilities in Jackson County, 
Umatilla County, and Wasco County were all evacuated. Washington County was on 
high alert. This was after they all received extremely similar pieces of mail. Sgt. Bob 
Ray with the Washington County Sheriff's office says administrative staff opened the 
letter, as they do with all mail, wearing gloves. There was no powder. No one fell ill. 
It was filed away. Later, when they learned it was part of a potentially dangerous 
pattern, investigators re-examined the letter, and its message. Dr. Jeffrey Meiser, a 
national security expert, said, ”I see this as kind of within that context as part of that 
rising tide of lone wolf style violence where people are radicalized online and then some 

of them actually follow through with their beliefs. Beliefs that often motivate attacks on 
places like sheriff's offices or military recruiting stations, a 'soft target.'” 
 
KRCW   “Coast Guard at Flugtag” 8/3/2015   10:00 PM   :27 

Boaters were speaking of nearly being run over by the Portland Spirit during a 
Saturday’s event, Red Bull Flugtag. Viewers sent video that showed near collision 
between the Portland Spirit and other boats. The Coast Guard said it is investigating 
whether any laws were broken on the Willamette. When it became too crowded on 
the water, the coast guard shut down the event. In a statement, the Portland Spirit 
blamed Red Bull Flugtag organizers saying "Clearly there was inadequate planning 
for this event to be conducted safely." 
 
KRCW   “ODOT Bike Grate Vandalism” 8/5/2015   10:00 PM   1:19 

Sunken drainage grates along Barbur Boulevard were fixed, after a bicyclist 
pressured the Oregon Department of Transportation to change them. 
Portland cyclist Jim Parsons took his artistic talents to the streets late last week, 
painting two street grates along Southwest Barbur Boulevard, near Hamilton Street. 
One grate was bordered by a divot just wide enough to trap a bike tire. The other 
sinks sharply below street level. Parsons said both have almost knocked him off his 
bike and into traffic. He also said he’s heard from other cyclists who had the same 
experience. Parsons has been complaining about the grates to ODOT for eight 
years. Last Thursday, he had had enough.  He painted both grates yellow, the kind 
commonly used on roadways. He then used white paint to draw lines, guiding 
cyclists around the grates. Near one, he even wrote “ODOT knows”. ODOT 
spokesman Don Hamilton said the agency has never had a single report of 
crashes or near-crashes, caused by the grates.  He said Barbur is one of many 
Portland streets in line for future repairs, meaning officials are driving, riding and 
walking it often. However, ODOT crews took a closer look at grates, to assess the 
situation, and decided to start making improvements, according to ODOT 
spokeswoman Kimberly Dinwiddie.  
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KRCW   “Bernie Sanders in Portland” 8/10/2015   10:00 PM    :27 
Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders filled the Moda Center to capacity, 
and then some. The venue changed after it became clear more than 12,000 people, the 
capacity of Veterans Memorial Coliseum, would show up. Moda Center staff told KGW 
they expected at least 18,000 people. Not only was the 19,980 capacity at Moda Center 
full, but thousands were forced to listen outside. The Democratic presidential hopeful 
closed by encouraging the crowd to think big and that his plans are possible as long as 
everyone "stands together." 
 
KRCW   “Newberg City Manager Investigation” 8/17/2015   10:00 PM    :30 

City Manager Jacque Betz is now at the center of a criminal investigation being 
conducted by the Marion County District Attorney's Office. The Newberg city 
manager who placed the chief of police on leave without explanation has resigned 
as part of a separation agreement with the city. The Newberg City Council accepted 
Jacque Betz’s resignation and as part of the agreement, Betz will receive more than 
$58,000 in severance pay and more than $3,000 in health care costs. Betz is also 
eligible for another payment of $35,000 for “complete release of all claims,” 
according to the resolution between her and the city. 

 
KRCW   “Skarlatos Boyle Jet Heroes” 8/24/2015   10:00 PM    3:46 

As hometown heroes often do, Alek Skarlatos is creating a frenzy with news of his 
heroics. He is from Roseburg, Oregon and, he is only 22-years-old, he is an Oregon 
National Guardsman, was just back from Afghanistan, and on a European vacation. 
His two childhood buddies from California, Spencer Stone and Anthony Sadler, were 
on vacation with him when they were on a train heading to Paris from Amsterdam. 
Witnesses say a Moroccan man stood up in the aisle of the train, fired a single shot 
from his AK-47, then the assault rifle jammed. Working together, the three friends 
tackled the man, got his weapon, and tied him up for police. These guys acted how 
we all wish we would act. Returning to the U.S. as heroes. But before they could 
return home, they were awarded the highest honor of France. The Columbia 
Sportswear CEO, Tim Boyle, got a call from his chief pilot. He said the heroes' 
families needed help getting to Paris to watch the men receive France's highest 
award for bravery. So Boyle donated his private jet to fly them there. Back in 
Roseburg the mayor is planning a big homecoming celebration. 
 
KRCW   “Vancouver K-9 Stabbed to Death” 9/2/2015   10:00 PM    :36 

A Vancouver K-9 officer named Ike died after being stabbed six times. Police say Ike 
caught the suspect, but couldn't overcome wounds to his neck, head and chest. It's 
a terrible loss for the police department. Ike's handler Jack Anderson and the vets 
worked for 9-hours trying to save him. 
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KRCW   “New Mayoral Candidate Announced” 9/9/2015   10:00 PM    1:12 

Oregon state treasurer Ted Wheeler announced he's running for the office. 
Wheeler's resume runs deep, state treasurer for the last five years and before that 
he was the leader of the Multnomah County Commission. He comes from a wealthy 
timber family and says his privilege may give him an upper hand to being able to 
help the community and serve. Current mayor Charlie Hales says he welcomes the 
challenge. The primary election is still eight months away, in May.  
 
KRCW   “Kelso Teacher Strike” 9/18/2015   10:00 PM    1:00 

A major development in the Kelso teachers’ strike. A Cowlitz County judge ruled the 
teachers’ strike is illegal under state law. And teachers should return to the 
classroom. Kelso teachers have been on the picket line for the past three days. 
Their union is negotiating with the school district over pay and benefits. Caught in 
the middle of this dispute 45-hundred students.  
 
KRCW   “Mayor Hales Homeless Emergency” 9/23/2015   10:00 PM    :35 
As the housing crisis in Portland grows, Mayor Charlie Hales has announced a State of 
Emergency for housing and homelessness in the city. Hales said his goals include 
housing all homeless veterans and women, and provide housing for mentally ill 
people. He is considering dozens of city-owned buildings for homeless shelters, and 
hopes to have some up and running by Jan. 1. 
 
KRCW   “Legal Weed: What to Expect” 9/28/2015   10:00 PM    :30 
Early sales of recreational marijuana begin on Oct. 1 in Oregon. What can you purchase 
and what will still be off-limits? KGW talked with state officials and participating stores 
about what is legal starting Thursday. Any current medical cannabis dispensary can sell 
recreational marijuana as long as they register with the Oregon Health Authority, 
according to Jonathan Modie of OHA, the agency regulating early sales. Right now, 
around 200 of the state’s 345 medical shops have registered to sell recreational pot. 
The Oregon Liquor Control Commission will take over regulating legal weed when they 
iron out all of the rules sometime next year. But state officials decided to allow early 
sales starting Oct. 1, in order to give residents an option to legally purchase the drug. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kgw.com/story/news/politics/2015/06/30/marijuana-bills-advance-in-oregon-senate/29540705/
http://www.kgw.com/story/news/politics/2015/06/30/marijuana-bills-advance-in-oregon-senate/29540705/
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HEALTH CARE ISSUES 
 
KRCW remains committed to reporting on health news and safety alerts to help viewers 
live productive lives.   
 
KRCW “Holiday Heat Wave”   7/3/2015   10:00 PM     :41 

It was record highs in the Portland Metro area last summer. Emergency crews were 
advising people to be careful. Stay hydrated and try moving to the shade often. At 
the Blues Festival at Waterfront Park the temperatures were jumping to high 90’s 
and even 100 degrees. In Hillsboro, the largest Fourth of July parade west of the 
Mississippi, close to 20-thousand people were expected to turn out. Similar to the 
Blues Fest, Parade Organizers are making sure everyone's safe from the heat. Bob 
Rollinger, parade chairman said, “We have several people rolling around in golf 
carts that will have extra water, the emergency SERT team from the fire department, 
those volunteers are going to be out in the streets.”  
 
KRCW “Heat Health Impact”   7/6/2015   10:00 PM     :40 

The hot weather affected all of Portland and most of the Pacific Northwest. 
Washington County dispatchers said they have had 32 calls for heat-related 
emergencies in the last 10 days. In Portland alone they have had 18 heat-related 
calls in a week. Legacy Emanuel Medical staffers say they are getting between five 
and 10 people a day for heat related issues. The most at-risk were young children 
and the elderly. 
 
KRCW “Algae Advisory”   7/13/2015   10:00 PM     :41 

The Willamette River was tested for two-samples of toxic algae. The DEQ found 
two, blue-green algae toxins present in a sample near Ross Island. That's below the 
recreational limit. A sample near Northwest 26th and Front had only one toxin 
present well below the recreational limit. The Oregon Health Authority is maintaining 
its advisory to not swim in the water. The DEQ will test again later in the summer.  
 
KRCW “Algae Advisory”   7/16/2015   10:00 PM     :41 

An incredible story tied to the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Dr. James 
Yamazaki of White Salmon, served in World War II and was captured by the 
Germans. After the war, he went to Nagasaki to study the effects of the A-Bomb in 
Japan after the war. He dedicated his life to pediatrics and educating people to 
make sure no one uses nuclear weapons again 
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KRCW “Talking Crosswalks for Safety”   7/23/2015   10:00 PM    1:12 

You've heard them at more than 250-intersections around town. But you may not 
realize they could be the difference between life and death! The audio cues at 
crosswalks help anyone with a vision problem know when they can cross the road. 
But they don't all sound the same. Sounds range from chirping to ticking to audio 
commands. We spoke with one blind person to get their perspective. It's confusing 
when you don't know the intersection. It's kind of worries some you really have to 
listen and study and be sure before crossing. We do our best to keep up with 
technology and changing standards and inputs and there are certain requirements 
that force us to change and use a certain technology over another one. The city 
can't afford to change the noises at current signals. If you see a crosswalk you think 
needs an audio signal, you can call the bureau of transportation. 
 
 
KRCW “Earthquake Warning System”   7/30/2015   10:00 PM     1:24 
We've been talking a lot about "the big one" this month after an eye opening article from 

the New Yorker. Experts agree we're due for a mega earthquake here in the 
Northwest. Today -- the U-S-G-S invested *four million* dollars to get an early alert 
earthquake system to the public. It's called "shake alert" and it's designed to send 
you a message on your phone, similar to an amber alert, minutes before an 
earthquake hits. Away from something heavy you can find a better place than you’re 
currently in to drop cover and hold on and take other steps to protect yourself if 
you're cooking you can turn off the stove if you’re under something heavy you can 
get away from something heavy. Shake alert is already being tested at businesses 
and hospitals like Providence here in Portland. Congressman Peter DeFazio 
introduced a bill to spend millions more annually to maintain it. 
 
KRCW “Stouts Fire Evacuation”   8/1/2015   10:00 PM     :22 

The hot summer conditions fueled wildfires and forced some people from their 
homes in Southern Oregon. The Stouts Creek Fire, southeast of Roseburg. 
is one of the biggest wildfires of the year in the state so far. It has burned more than 
13-square miles, and led many to have to evacuate. 
 
KRCW “Hagg Lake’s Lifeguard”   8/8/2015   10:00 PM    1:37 

The first-ever lifeguard at Hagg Lake started his shift near the spot where a family of 
four drowned last summer. He was hired just one day after our story about a private 
citizen who wanted to help. Michael Medill is paying Beaverton resident Patrick Seto 
$240 a weekend to lifeguard through the end of summer. The move comes almost a 
year after four family members drowned in the swimming area. Their family is now 
suing Washington County citing a failure to warn visitors of dangerous underwater 
conditions. Medill has advocated for better signs warning of sharp drop-offs in the 
swimming area and would like to see Washington County hire a full time lifeguard in 
the summer. But for now he plans on footing the bill himself. 
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KRCW “Red Cross Response to Fires”   8/15/2015   10:00 PM     :28 

These summer forest fires aren't just a challenge for firefighters. It's tough for the 
Red Cross too. But they tell us they're prepared. We have an amazing core of 
volunteers by these wildfires. The Red Cross says it's been an extremely busy 
summer for them. Right now they are operating shelters in John Day, Warm Springs 
and Baker City to help all the fire victims in those areas. Over the last few weeks 
they've responded to more than 100 local disasters. 
 
KRCW “Air Quality, Summer Fires”   8/22/2015   10:00 PM     :28 
We had a lot of calls into our news room about the smoky air due to the summer fires. 
Experts say when the air is this smoky, don't over-do it outside. Stay inside if you 
can. Don't exercise outside and keep medications nearby. Around your house here 
are some things you can do. Doctor Brett White says, run your air conditioner if you 
have one. Keep your windows and doors shut. And an air-filter can help. 
 
 
KRCW “Shark Near Kayakers”   8/29/2015   10:00 PM     :26 

A 'scare' for kayakers off the San Diego coast. They had a close encounter with a 
hammerhead shark! Lifeguards have closed the beach for the next 24 hours. They 
say the shark was being aggressive. But Experts say hammerheads rarely pose a 
threat to humans. 
 
KRCW “Cleanliness of Benson Bubblers”   9/5/2015   10:00 PM     :48 

The bronze bubblers were a gift by entrepreneur Simon Benson. His sly way of 
keeping loggers out of the bars at lunchtime. Now, they're a part of city life. 
The water bureau cleans the bubblers once every two weeks. So we wanted to 
know how clean they really are. Armed with official water sample containers and 
bacteria swabbing sponges, we chose five Benson bubblers in high traffic areas. 
Because the water washes over the faucet itself, lab technicians told us that would 
likely keep them clean. So they instructed us to bacteria swab around the bowls of 
the fountains. Rob Taylor at Pixi Labs tested them for e-coli and coliform- which is 
an indicator of disease-causing bacteria. The first results weren't surprising-- the 
water came back clean and "absent" of bacteria at every site. It's chlorinated, 
regularly tested by the city and constantly flowing from Bull Run reservoir. The one 
that did come back with a hit, with total coliform, no fecal material, was the one at 
the Lloyd center food court area. Lloyd center tested positive for 21 coliform bacteria 
cells, and Taylor says it's likely much higher on the actual faucet. Pixi’s says it's 
probably not enough to make you very sick. But for the bubblers to come back so 
clean makes anyone a lot more comfortable to stop and take a sip. 
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KRCW “Cucumber Salmonela”   9/7/2015   10:00 PM     :23 

Nearly 300 people, including three here in Oregon have gotten sick from salmonella 
tainted cucumbers. They were sold under the brand name Limited Edition. They're 
now being recalled after reports of illnesses in 27 states and one death. The 
cucumbers were not sold in Washington. The F-D-A is working to trace the source of 
the salmonella it could have come from a California company that distributed the 
veggies.  
 
KRCW “Clark Co. Food Pantry”   9/16/2015   10:00 PM    2:08 

It's not a pretty sight. They say one man's junk, is another man's treasure. 
Mattresses and beds and lots of toys have been dumped at Clark County Adventist 
Community Services.  No one's going to want to lay their head on a used pillow. 
That's not the case at Clark County Adventist Community Services. Eleanor Hetke, 
says volunteers are tasked with cleaning up the “donations” and hauling it off to the 
dump, costing the non-profit hundreds of dollars a year. Neighbors like Mark 
Maggiora are helping catch these dumpers, they often dump late at night or early in 
the morning. Eleanor showed us what they really need. Food and clothing. Each 
good donation is precious to them. Every Monday and Tuesday, customers come in 
and choose what they need. Eleanor wishes those responsible for the dumping 
would realize that. Even though we want to help the community, we'd rather help 
them in a different way than taking care of their trash and garbage. 
 
KRCW “Park Blocks Homeless Complaints”   9/23/2015   10:00 PM  1:04 

People who live and work near the park blocks, north of Burnside say, a police 
crackdown on crime is starting to work. Today we saw park rangers and police 
patrolling and it has gotten better. A business owner nearby showed us pictures 
from this summer. People sleeping in front of the office, some nearly taking over the 
park. She says it was all drinking, drugs, and even sex out in the open. Michelle 
Cardinal, co-founder R2C Group said, “Well, I had two employees were chased 
through the park by a man with a stick threatening them. And I thought you know 
what? Somebody's going to get hurt here. I better do something”. Michelle Cardinal 
formed a grass roots effort to clean up the area putting pressure on city leaders, and 
so far it seems to be working. 
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MONEY, BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY: CONSUMER AND ECONOMIC ISSUES 
 

KRCW keeps a close watch on economic developments and consumer warnings to aid 
viewers in making wise spending decisions.  
 
KRCW   “Early Pot Sales” 7/3/2015   10:00 PM    :47 

An Oregon bill is now sitting on the governor’s desk that would allow medical 
marijuana dispensaries to begin selling to pot to the public on October first. 
The number of medical marijuana dispensaries has grown dramatically over the past 
few months. Currently in Portland there are at least 97 medical marijuana 
dispensaries. They far outnumber liquor stores almost three to one. 
We asked people what they think about these shops popping up in their 
neighborhood.  
 
KRCW   “Eric Garner Settlement” 7/13/2015   10:00 PM    :53 

New developments in the case of an unarmed man choked to death by New York 
City police. Eric Garner's family has reached a $5.9 million settlement with the city. 
Garner was stopped last July outside a convenience store for selling loose 
cigarettes. Video showed him telling officers to leave him alone and refusing 
handcuffs. Police took Garner down. He is heard on the video yelling “I can't 
breathe" several times before losing consciousness. A grand jury declined to indict 
the officer involved. 
 
KRCW   “Powell Butte Vandalism” 7/20/2015   10:00 PM    :44 

Vandals hit the Powell Butte Visitor Center doing more than a $1000 in damage.  
They shattered nine of the 12-large windows. It's now closed. The Water Bureau 
says it happened over the weekend late Friday into early Saturday. Powell Butte is 
the hub for all the City of Portland's drinking water. The Visitor Center highlights the 
connection between the Bull Run, Powell Butte, and the city's water distribution 
system. 
 
KRCW   “Fennica Dry Dock” 7/27/2015   10:00 PM    :50 

Sky 8 showed the ship that sparked controversy with environmental groups in 
Portland. The Icebreaker Fennica is getting repairs at a dry dock on Swan Island. Its 
next mission could be to help Shell drill for oil in the Arctic. Dozens of people 
kayaked out to the ship on Saturday to protest. They want the government to reject 
Shell's drilling permits. Another demonstration is planned later and it lasted over two 
days. The Fennica is expected to leave Portland and was assisted with help from 
local law enforcement as well as the coast guard to be able to head toward Alaska 
eventually for drilling. 
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KRCW   “UO Rape Settlement” 8/4/2015   10:00 PM    1:21 

The University of Oregon agreed to settle an alleged rape case. As part of the deal, 
the school will pay a female student $800,000 dollars. The case involving three 
basketball players sparked a firestorm of controversy in Eugene last year. The 
student, identified in court as Jane Doe, claims she was raped by the 3 players at an 
off-campus house party in March of 2014. There were no criminal charges and the 
players were kicked off campus. Today the University's new President told us, 
“Sexual violence won't be tolerated at the U-of-O”. In a statement, the alleged 
victim-- who is heading into her junior year at the university said “I am so glad to 
have this case behind me today and to be able to focus on my studies.” 
 
KRCW   “OC Hydrant Vandals” 8/11/2015   10:00 PM    2:40 

Just off of South Redland Road in Oregon City you'll find the Meadow Ridge 
Estates. These gates suggest it's a private community. But early one morning, for 
the second time in just weeks, somebody snuck in and tampered with a fire hydrant. 
Somebody had shut off a fire hydrant after breaking it open. Workers with the county 
feared that contaminates had already gotten into the water supply. They issued a 
boil water alert for hundreds of homes in the area. Ron Best and his neighbors are 
considering security cameras for their community. Best closes with saying, “Maybe 
we will, maybe we'll have to.” 
 
KRCW   “Damascus Building Fire” 8/18/2015   10:00 PM    1:53 

A fire that sparked in the brush rapidly spread to buildings in Damascus. It's just 
another sign of how quickly things can get out of hand with our dry conditions. 
Meagan Horvath was at work at Sparky's Pizza when the fire started. Authorities 
believe exhaust from a pick-up truck is to blame. The fire started in some dry brush 
then jumped a driveway and torched a physical therapy office. More than two dozen 
firefighters raced to the scene. Because of the dry summer and many fires that have 
started so close to towns, discussions between both Portland’s Mayor Hales and 
Governor Kate Brown have had to have due to the enormous cost it has incurred 
from last summer.  
  
KRCW   “Kicker Tax Rebate” 8/25/2015   10:00 PM    :55 

We found out just how much of a kicker tax return Oregonians will get, but it'll be 
less than originally thought. Back in May the median rebate was anticipated at $144 
but economists say, it won't be that much anymore because state income fell short 
of projections. The kicker was last issued in 2007 but it's no longer a check. You'll 
get it as a tax credit on your 2015 taxes.  
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KRCW   “Craigslist Check Scam” 9/1/2015   10:00 PM    1:13 

Hillsboro police are calling it an elaborate scam. They're looking for a man who 
printed up a fake cashier's check for more than $10,000 to buy a car off Craigslist. 
Jennifer Myles only found out she was scammed when she went to cash the check 
at the bank. The man she sold her car to paid with a cashier’s check. Myles even 
took video of him driving the car away. But the bank name, address, phone number, 
and the money were all fake. This basically took away our savings, and my car. 
Myles said, “I'm a single mother of two kids and all that savings is gone.” Police 
believe it was James Saban, who has a history of forgery and trafficking stolen 
vehicles. Hillsboro police say, “It's a lesson to always meet a buyer or seller at your 
bank.” 
 
KRCW   “Tilikum Bridge Opening” 9/7/2015   10:00 PM    :43 

Ed Zumwalt has lived in Milwaukie for more than fifty years. He never wanted a max 
line through his town and now that it's here, he worries about the congestion it will 
bring when the trains go by and the crossing gates come down.  We went after the 
opinions of the new Tilikum Bridge opening. We saw traffic lined up almost to the 
church and this is Monday morning, Labor Day. He also worries the new max line 
will bring in a lot more than just riders. Zumwalt said, “it’s going to bring a lot of 
crime. But others welcome the orange line with open arms, saying it's exactly what 
their town needs. More visitors, which means more money. Most have responded by 
saying they think it will help the economy, by saying “if you’re going to have a more 
vibrant neighborhood with stores and restaurants and stuff you have to have people 
other than locals from the neighborhood come in here.” 
 
KRCW   “Bloody Trump Portrait” 9/15/2015   10:00 PM    1:57 

Sarah Levy took up drawing and painting just two years ago as a way to cope with 
her mother's sudden death. Since then she's completed dozens of portraits of 
political and historical figures. As impressive as these are, none of Levy's portraits 
have garnered the attention this one has. A painting of presidential candidate 
Donald Trump. Levy used her own menstrual blood to create this. She got the idea 
after hearing Trump’s criticisms of Fox News anchor Megyn Kelly in last month's 
debate. Our KGW Facebook page has been lighting up since posting this story. 
More than 27-hundred comments in just two hours. Safe to say an overwhelming 
majority of you are disgusted by our coverage and disgusted by the painting. But 
Levy says you shouldn't be. Levy says, “To me what's gross is what Trump says 
about Mexicans and immigrants and even his gall to insult Megyn Kelly's intelligence 
that's what people should be outraged by, not a painting of him a random Portlander 
did with her menstrual blood.” Levy plans to auction off the portrait and give the 
proceeds to an immigrants rights organization. 
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KRCW   “Pot Growers Retail Revenue Expectations” 9/29/2015   10:00 PM    1:14 

A little more than 24 hours from retail pot being legal at medicinal shops in Oregon, 
marking what could be just the start of a business boom for the state. Next year, 
recreational grow licenses will be awarded. And some experts say we're just a few 
years away from federal legalization. When that happens Oregon could be in a great 
position because of the natural climate and low costs here. We've had dispensaries 
pre-ordering with us for months, stock piling in anticipation of this. However, 
Gresham, Sherwood, Scappoose and 31 other areas, mostly in Eastern and 
Southern Oregon have banned the early recreational sales through medical shops. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES  
KRCW covered a variety of environmental topics.  We strived to make sure viewers 
could stay apprised of severe weather events, pollutants in the environment, and the 
vitality of the region’s natural resources. 
 
KRCW   “Warm River Mess” 7/6/2015   10:00 PM    :37 

The summer heat brought hundreds of people to the Washougal River and waiting for 
them was heaps of trash. Sights were littered all along the river. Piles of garbage 
along the bushes and in the parking lot. Part of the problem is there are no trash 
cans to put your garbage in. You must pack it out. Fish and Wildlife did away with 
the trash cans years ago. The agency says it was attracting illegal dumping. Now 
just two park employees maintain about a hundred sites. They pick up the garbage 
about once a week. But this may not be enough for our parks and wildlife. 
 
KRCW   “Warm Blob Off Coast Line” 7/11/2015   10:00 PM    :47 

Oregon State researchers were studying a patch of warm water off the coast dubbed 
"The Blob". Now scientists are looking into a link between “The Blob” and the West 
Coast drought. Ocean temperatures affect where storms hit and where it rains. But 
researchers need to run thousands of climate models to determine the exact 
relationship. They were asking resident to download a program that will monitor a 
simulated blob and the real one. KGW had a link where you could download the 
program at our website kgw.com. Hoping this will help researchers better 
understand the effects that drought and “The Blob” may have on our environment 
here in the Pacific Northwest. 
 
KRCW   “Seattle Composting Lawsuit” 7/17/2015   10:00 PM    1:20 

It's been about six-months since Seattle enacted some tough new rules on 
composting. And some homeowners aren't happy. Since January, trash collectors 
are allowed to look through trash bins to see if people are separating their food 
waste. There are no fines if homeowners don't follow the rules and the city says 
most people are separating their compostable items anyway. But some residents 
are still upset so they've filed a lawsuit saying the rules violate their privacy. 
 
KRCW   “Shell Ship Protest” 7/24/2015   10:00 PM    1:13 

A controversial ice-breaking boat is in Oregon waters tonight. The Daily Astorian's 
Linh DePledge captured pictures of the Royal Dutch Shell's MSV Fennica icebreaker 

vessel passing through Astoria today. It's on its way up the Columbia River to 
Portland for repairs tomorrow. Many in Portland are protesting the ship and its 
mission. It is exploring wells 70 miles off the coast of Alaska for oil and gas. 
Demonstrators plan to kayak at Swan Island, where the ship will arrive and they will 
protest. Both Shell Oil and Vigor Industrial said they are aware of the planned 
demonstration. They say they are concerned about the safety of everyone involved. 
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KRCW   “Obama Hales Clean Energy” 8/3/2015   10:00 PM    :40 

First the Pope -- Now the President is calling for environmental change. And 
Portland Mayor Charlie Hales has been there for it all. Hales attended the White 
House today as President Obama unveiled his "Clean Power Plan". It sets first-time 
national standards -- limiting carbon pollution at power plants. Right now - about a 
quarter of Portland General Electric's power comes directly from coal. Hales says 
the city is ready for change. [porltands been an early adopter of neviornmental 
polcity and even thinking about climate change :45 we adopted the first climate 
action plan of any city in the country 20 years ago when i was first elected to the city 
council. P-G-E says the plan could mean higher rates for customers down the road. 
Critics have said the plan would cost jobs at coal plants.  
 
KRCW   “No Styrofoam Recycling” 8/17/2015   10:00 PM    :36 

If you've been longing for a way to recycle your Styrofoam, you're in luck. Hillsboro just 
re-opened its Far West Recycling Center, one of only two Styrofoam collection sites 
in the metro area. The company stopped accepting Styrofoam back in May when 
Chinese companies stopped buying it. Now they're buying again. While some 
complain about the location, the people behind the center say it's a money matter. 
 
KRCW   “National Guard Fire Training” 8/25/2015   10:00 PM    :51 

Tomorrow -- 125 Oregon National Guard Members will wrap up their training and 
head out to help battle the Wildfires that have engulfed the Northwest! There are 
almost 20 fires burning some 450-thousand acres of land in Oregon alone... The 
National Guard members began training last week in Salem. They had three days of 
in-class instruction... and a little hands-on experience. Tomorrow they will don their 
helmet, goggles and dozens of pounds of gear as the fight the deadly flames. There 
will be more help after this group ships out. 250 *more* Oregon National Guard 
members arrived in Salem today and will begin their training tomorrow morning 
 
KRCW   “Storm Damage” 8/29/2015   10:00 PM    1:28 

This tree narrowly missed a house and crashed into a pool in Clackamas county. 
Chris Hennel and Melissa Hanson consider themselves fortunate, Hennel was home 
at the time, the wind was really blowing and she decided to check on the biggest 
tree in their yard, it came crashing down nearly missing Hennel. However, whipping 
winds didn't keep people from the Oregon State Fair in Salem. Some vendors had to 
spend the morning cleaning up though. The winds blew over tents, merchant tables 
and small fences. Some rides did have to go slow, or stop for a while, just to be 
safe. 
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KRCW   “Reunion Island Volcano Eruption”  9/3/2015   10:00 PM    :34 

Some dramatic new video from the French island of Reunion in the Indian Ocean. A 
volcano there has been erupting for the last 10 days. Tourists are getting up close 
looks at the magma bubbling inside the volcano. They are taking fly-over trips above 
the crater. This is the 4th time this year that the volcano has erupted. 
 
KRCW   “Ore. Zoo Welcomes Caracal Kittens”  9/7/2015   10:00 PM    :50 
Two adorable additions at the Oregon zoo are being welcomed this month, a pair of 

Caracal kittens. The brother and sister at their two-week check-up caught the 
attention of many online. According to keepers, the babies and their mom Peggy are 
doing well. While they will be behind the scenes for a while. Zoo visitors can still see 
the kittens’ father, Cricket. Caracals live in the woodlands and savannas of North 
Africa, Southwest Asia and the Arabian Peninsula. Fully grown, they can weigh up to 
57 pounds. 
 
KRCW   “Save the Sequoias” 9/18/2015   10:00 PM    :47 

Eastmoreland neighbors called tree sitters to keep an eye on a development 
property that the developer, Vic Remmers, said would officially be cutting down 3 
trees in the Eastmoreland neighborhood. Neighbors say the historic trees date back 
to the mid-19th century and they have been working with Remmers to keep them 
from being cut down. Remmers owns the land and plans to develop the property. 
Neighbors tried to raise enough money to buy the land. But they say that plan fell 
short of Remmers' $900,000 dollar asking price. KGW-TV reached out to Remmers 
for comment. He said he’s “exploring options.” However, developer Ethan 
Beck stepped in to take over the property from owner Vic Remmers, with plans to 
build a smaller house there and keep the trees intact. Portland resident Allen 
Bradford helped broker the tentative deal, and told KGW that South Park co-creator 
Matt Stone provided a significant amount of money to save the trees. Remmers 
confirmed the signed deal. Protesters held a news conference and celebration. The 
activist who had been in the tree for almost a week, finally came down to celebrate 
as well. 
 
KRCW   “PSU Smoking Ban”  9/29/2015   10:00 PM    1:19 

Despite marijuana being more accessible there will be fewer tobacco products on 
Portland State's campus. The school has a new policy this year banning smoking, 
vaping, or any other tobacco use anywhere on campus. And if you forget there are 
plenty of signs on campus to remind you. PSU says it's joining hundreds of 
campuses with similar rules. There are more than 20 right here in Oregon. The focus 
stated by PSU reps that they are going to be focusing on educating people on 
campus to let them know about the policy and create cultural change over time. The 
school says right now there will be no tickets for smoking, just gentle reminders.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/PortlandRedwoods
http://ethanbeckhomes.com/
http://ethanbeckhomes.com/
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FAMILY AND COMMUNITY ISSUES  
 

KRCW continued its focus on families and education with reports on school campus 
safety, family-oriented events in the area, crime prevention, and other stories that 
impacted families and the community at large. 
 
KRCW   “Development at Burnside Bridge” 7/6/2015   10:00 PM    :53 

Looking at it now, this buzzing construction site, blends in with its industrial 
surroundings. But heads at Hood River based Key Development say by next 
summer, that won't be the case. The Yard's first four floors will be packed with 
parking spots. The fifth features a landscaped terrace surrounding a string of 
businesses all open to the public. Some neighbors say the appeal is obvious. But 
with the price of a studio here starting at $1500 dollars a month, two bedrooms 
starting at $2800, others are worried about a rent ripple effect. Either way, most say 
for now all they can do is wait and watch as their skyline continues to change.  
 
KRCW   “Missing Child Porn Suspect” 7/13/2015   10:00 PM    3:00 

It's how long fire fighters had to assess risk vs reward as flames ripped through the 
Hidden Court Apartments. A bedridden man still inside. They felt like it was worth 
risk going into that apartment and saving that gentleman's life. Firemen, Bryan Wells 
and Andy French went into the smoke as the apartment above them, burned. The 
two-alarm fire started in a first floor apartment. It spread to five units and injured four 
people, two were taken to the hospital. Maybe none more heartbroken then the 
family in number 33. Their daughter's wedding is this month. Their clothes, their 
wedding dress, the gold. All burned now. One thing was spared, the little American 
flag on their deck. They moved here last year from Iraq. And now the family is 
searching for strength. 
 
KRCW   “Missing Child Porn Suspect” 7/20/2015   10:00 PM    3:00 

One of Portland's favorite parks could soon have a new entrance. Forest Park is in 
the process of getting a new Grand Entry. Half a million people visit the park every 
year. Lawmakers approved one and a half million dollars for the project. But that 
money just funds the site prep studies. The final budget could stretch much higher. 
Which worried some park users. Here is some of their comments, “It’s a lot of 
money, and we already have an entrance and it’s convenient and I think it fits into 
this neighborhood. And I think that money could go to things more worthwhile in our 
state.” Lawmakers say a final budget could reach 10-million dollars. The city says it 
could be three years or more before the project is finished.  
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KRCW   “Missing Child Porn Suspect” 7/27/2015   10:00 PM    3:00 
The Boy Scouts of America have officially lifted a ban on gay scout leaders, but 

advocates for the LGBT community here in Portland say it's not enough. That's 
because church-sponsored Scout units will still be able to exclude them, based on 
their faith. Some think that's a good idea. Others feel it's a big loophole that won't 
allow for change. The policy takes effect immediately. In 2013, the organization 
voted to allow gay scout members. 
 
KRCW   “Hospital Infections” 8/5/2015   10:00 PM    2:44 

Overuse of antibiotics has led to a growing number of superbugs that are drug 
resistant. Germs like c-diff. Caroline Hubbard's husband Bing died after he caught c-
diff in the hospital during surgery. A new CDC study says hospitals and nursing 
homes need to do a much better job of sharing patient information with each other.   
The study says the deadly germs are spreading from facility to facility because of a 
lack of communication when patients are transferred. The federal study says better 
coordination and communication among healthcare institutions would save 37,000 
lives and 7.7 billion in direct costs over the next five years. Right now, Oregon is 
ahead of the game.  It's the only state that has a rule requiring health care facilities 
to notify each other when a patent with a drug resistant organism is transferred.  It's 
been in place for 2 years.  State health officials say their still trying to figure out how 
to monitor hospitals to make sure that important rule is followed. The medical 
director at OHSU John Townes believes sharing patient information is vital for 
hospitals and nursing homes.  
 
KRCW   “Sherwood Train Trestle Fire” 8/10/2015   10:00 PM    3:00 
From their homes in Sherwood, they spilled onto the sidewalks and scrambled up 
the hillsides to see it. Pillars of smoke rising from the old train trestle. Outlined in 
flames. When they scoped out their spot, they stayed. As the trestle burned, all eyes 
were fixed on the crumbling structure. Would it collapse? How did the fire start? 
From the first trace of smoke in the air. Neighbors were awe-struck. The fire took 
down the whole thing. A historic structure was gone in a few hours. The fire was 
started by three juveniles and one adult who have now been charged with careless 
smoking near the structure. 
 
KRCW   “Uganda Girls Softball” 8/17/2015   10:00 PM    1:47 

History is being made at Alpenrose this week. The first team ever to represent Africa 
is among the field of 10 teams at the Little League Softball World Series. They 
traveled 18 hours from Uganda to get to Oregon and other than missing the food 
from home. Cathy Marshall showed us how they are loving America. 
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KRCW   “St. Mary’s Rejects Gay Hire” 8/25/2015   10:00 PM    1:47 

We understand that others may hold different values, and we respect the right of 
individuals in society to do so. At the same time, as a Catholic high school we are 
obligated to follow current Catholic teachings regarding same-sex marriage in our 
employment practices.  That statement echoed many of the themes of the letter to 
alumni, however it did not clarify what position the person was being hired for and 
did not elaborate on the conflict in that person's life that violated Catholics teachings 
on same-sex marriage. 
 
KRCW   “Washington Charter School” 9/1/2015   10:00 PM    2:02 

Vancouver Police K-9, Ike was attacked and injured in the line of duty. His fellow 
officers awaited his recovery at Dove Lewis. Investigators tell us officers tried to stop 
a wanted man. But he took off running, causing quite the scene in a typically quiet 
neighborhood. Ultimately it was Ike the K-9 that tracked the wanted man to a remote 
area near Vancouver Lake. We're told some sort of scuffle ensued and the man 
stabbed the Belgian shepherd dog. A few days later, sadly, Ike died. A memorial 
was set soon after for him and the community.  
 
KRCW   “Washington Charter School” 9/4/2015   10:00 PM    1:21 

Big news involving students at charter schools in Washington State. The state's 
Supreme Court ruled that Washington's new charter school law is unconstitutional. 
Schools cannot be privately operated, but publically funded. Right now, the majority 
of money for charter schools comes from taxpayer support. A group including the 
state teachers union sued to block the charter system. Voters had approved it in 
2012. The superintendent of public instruction agrees with the decision. Senate 
republicans say the Supreme Court made the wrong decision majority floor leader 
Joe Fain, says "the legislature and perhaps voters must act to remedy this egregious 
mistake." This year there are nine charter schools in the state. 
 
KRCW   “Bella Organic Pumpkin Farm” 9/5/2015   10:00 PM    :15 
A tradition in the Portland Metro is to wander in the fall to local farmers markets for 
seasonal vegetables, and most of all the pumpkin patches, including corn mazes for fall 
memories. The Corn Maze opened at Bella Organic on Sauvie Island the first weekend 

of September. The 2015 year's maze is a nod to the late Jerome Kersey - with a "Rip 
City - J-K 25" theme. Pumpkins were out all around the corn maze, but the Pumpkin 
Patch doesn't open until later in the month. The corn mazes are always the starting 
line for fall in the Willamette Valley. 
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KRCW   “Reynolds Middle School Settlement” 9/11/2015   10:00 PM    :45 

The family of a student with special needs will receive $800,000 in damages from 
the Reynolds School District. Foster Smith, will never walk again after getting 
seriously hurt in a fall at Margaret Scott Elementary. He suffers from a condition that 
weakens the muscles. His family says the fall never should have happened because 
the school was supposed to have an educational assistant with him at all times. But 
his family says that assistant ignored Foster. The Reynolds School District released 
a statement after the verdict came out, it reads in part “Reynolds School District 
regrets that our student fell at school and suffered an injury”. 
 
KRCW “Planned Parenthood Arson”   9/12/2015   10:00 PM     :23 

After officials say someone intentionally set fire to a Washington Planned 
Parenthood, the attorney general now has some harsh words. Attorney General Bob 
Ferguson sent out a statement on the fire in Pullman, saying "this act of violence has 
no place in a free society." He said his office is getting help from the FBI and bureau 
of alcohol tobacco and firearms to find who did it. The fire started early Friday 
morning, damaging one side of the building. 
 
 
 


