
ASCERTAINMENT STATEMENT-88-5 FM WXPN   
4th Quarter 2023: Oct. 1, 2022 through Dec. 31 2022   
 
In ascertaining the public affairs needs of the WXPN listening 
community, the management and programming staff of WXPN 
assesses and reviews the essential issues and topics of 
importance to the University City and West Philadelphia 
neighborhoods, along with the University of Pennsylvania 
community and the overall listening audience. Among the issues 
addressed by WXPN News Director Bob Bumbera: A story on 
how Philadelphia’s Fairmount Park could soon become home to 
the proposed “Stables at the Cliffs”, a long-awaited home for 
Philly’s’s urban cowboys, which was brought to light through 
the Netflix show Concrete Cowboys; Recognizing the 34th 
National Coming Out Day-An annual LGBT awareness 
day supporting lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people; 
The observation of  Climate Week at Penn, organized by 
the Univ. of Pennsylvania’s Environmental Innovations 
Initiative; And the creation of  a new music project called “A 
Philly Special Christmas” -A 7 song holiday LP that will come 
out on December 23 with proceeds being donated to 
the Children’s Crisis Treatment Center in Philadelphia; And the 
inauguration of the Univ. of Pennsylvania’s 9th President Liz 
McGill!  Those consulted during this quarter included WXPN 
G.M. Roger LaMay, Program Director Bruce Warren, Assistant 
Program Director Mike Vasilkos, and WXPN Morning Show 
host Kristen Kurtis. Resources from the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Office and Community Relations and Center for 
Community Partnership were also utilized for ideas on 
pogromming dealing with community issues. The center is has 
designed a guide to help build effective partnerships between the 
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Penn community and the West Philadelphia and University City 
neighborhoods.. This relationship helps devise community 
service programs for Penn students and stimulates new and 
creative initiative linking the Univ. of Penn to its direct 
neighborhood community. This quarter WXPN continued to 
broadcast Live from the Kelly Writers’ House. Shows included 
local, Philadelphia poets and musical guests, & University of 
Pennsylvania students. WXPN also featured a number of 
ongoing programs addressing a variety of issues including ones 
focussing on the LGBTQ community (Qzine, Out Music & 
Amazon Country) & Kids Corner- the only nightly radio show 
focussing solely on kids and their specific issues. WXPN 
continues to work diligently is serving the radio station’s diverse 
audiences with insightful, and provocative programming that 
compliments the music. 



Ascertainment Report-4th Quarter 2022-10/1/22-12/31/22 
 
Oct. 4, 2022 
 
Philadelphia’s Fairmount Park could soon become home 
to the proposed “Stables at the Cliffs”, a long-awaited 
home for Philly’s’s urban cowboys.  Brought to light to 
many through the Netflix show Concrete Cowboys last 
year, Philadelphia’s tradition of horseback riding goes 
back hundreds of years, as riders migrated to the city from 
the South and brought their horses and riding skills along 
with them. Yet, today’s riders have had to make do w/ 
makeshift stables at Strawberry mansion, in North Philly, 
the original stables were torn down in 2008.  Well, 
Several riding organizations such as the Fletcher Street 
Urban Riding Club and the Philadelphia Urban Riding 
Academy have been trying to raise money to help pay for 
the construction of the new, East Fairmount Stables, & 
they are hoping to get more funding from City Council 
District 5. The project ordinance needs a public hearing 
before being adopted and before any structures can be 
built for the stables.  And in just a bit I’ll share the story 
that appear din teh Philadelphia Inquirer @ our Twitter: 
@XPNMorningShow. 
 
October 11, 2022 
 



Today is the 34th National Coming Out Day! An 
annual LGBT awareness day observed on October 11, to 
support lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people. 
The day was First celebrated in the United States in 1988, 
and October 11th was chosen because it is the anniversary 
of the 1987 National March on Washington for Lesbian 
and Gay Rights.[1]. Honoring the bravery of LGBTQ+ 
individuals who decide to come out and live openly & for 
nearly 50 years,  XPN has been home to programming for 
the LGBTQ community! Sunday nights at 11pm Debra 
D’Alessandro hosts Amazon Country followed 
by OUTsounds with Robert Drake, & You can Learn 
more about those shows @ our website XPN.org 
 
Climate Week at Penn, is underway @ the University of 
Pennsylvania . Organized by the Environmental 
Innovations Initiative , the week is designed to highlight 
& promote the wide range of environmental research, 
education, and outreach across Penn, which recently 
launched the Energy and Sustainability Initiative.     
This year’s Climate Week features more than 2 dozen 
events that spotlight the campus commitment to 
promoting sustainability and combatting climate change.           
Since 2009 the University has reduced carbon emissions 
on campus by close to 40% and has committed to a 
fully carbon-neutral campus within the next twenty years.  
Penn’s Office of Investments is also working to 
achieve net zero emissions across the the University 
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endowment by 2050, but Penn has already ceased making 
commitments to new private investments in oil and gas 
production. More info can be found @ 
climateweek.provost.upenn.edu 
 
October 20, 2022 
 
Kristen, the Philadelphia Eagles are OFF in their bye-
week, but a number of players have still been been very 
active off the field, specifically with a new music project!  
Jason Kelce, Lane Johnson, & Jordan Mailata, former 
player Connor Barwin, and Charlie Hall (of The War on 
Drugs) have created “A Philly Special Christmas”  A 7 
song Holiday LP that will come out on December 23rd . 
W/ proceeds being donated to the Children’s Crisis 
Treatment Center in Philadelphia.  “A Philly Christmas 
Special” features classic holiday songs  including this 
one!  (Audio) That’s Eagle Center Jason Kelce singing 
the last line of Santa Claus is Coming to Town…..….he’s 
joined by a bunch of other Eagles AND Philly local artists 
including: Marshall Allen (of Sun Ra Arkestra), Rob 
Hyman & Eric Bazilian of  (The Hooters),  Zach 
Miller (of Dr. Dog), AND form The War on 
Drugs,  Robbie Bennett,  Eliza Hardy Jones & Charlies 
Hall, who is the Producer of “A Philly Christmas 
Special”.  The Executive Producer of teh album is former 
EaglesConnor Barwin,  who says” “It’s amazing  to see 
Philly's music and sports worlds come together to create 
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something special for the holidays, and donate proceeds 
to Philadelphia’s Children's Crisis Treatment Center’s 
annual toy drive to help bring a little joy to families 
during the holidays.” A Philly Special Christmas will be 
available for digital pre-order on 10/29 via iTunes and a 
limited pressing of 1000 copies on vinyl will be available 
in late November via A Philly Special 
Christmas’ website. 
 
As the temperatures start to drop many families are very  
anxious as winter approaches with high energy costs and 
tight fuel supplies. The Department of Energy is 
projecting sharp price increases for home heating 
compared to last winter. Some worry whether heating 
assistance programs will be adequate for struggling 
families. Last month, Congress added $1 billion to Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance Program, bringing the 
total to at least $4.8 billion. But that level represents a cut 
from last year, when federal pandemic relief pushed the 
total energy assistance package past $8 billion.  
Pennsylvania’s Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (or LIHEAP) helps families living on low 
incomes pay their heating bills in the form of a cash grant. 
Households in immediate danger of being without heat 
can also qualify for crisis grants.   For more info.  the 
LIHEAP hotline at 1-866-857-7095, 
 
October 21 2022 
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Kristen mentioned earlier, that later today she will be 
among those attending the inauguration of Penn’s new 
president Liz McGill!   McGill is being inaugurated as the 
University of Pennsylvania’s 9th president,   the event that 
will include rock stars, a U.S. Supreme Court justice,&  
dozens of other academic and political dignitaries. If you 
remember Kristen’s Friday Morning Mix tape with  
President McGill a few weeks back….she LOVES 
music..and 2 of her favorite artists, Sheryl Crow and Jeff 
Tweedy will be performing!  And events will include a 
symposium with U.S. Supreme Court Justice Elena Kagan 
 
It was more than 60 years ago that Anna May Wong 
became the first Asian American woman to get a star on 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame. Now she's become a 
pioneer in a different way. She is the first Asian American 
to grace U.S. currency. Wong is featured on a set of 
quarters bearing her face. Four others have been chosen 
for the same honor. They include author Maya Angelou 
and Sally Ride, the first American woman in space. 
 
And as IF there wasn’t enough happening in Philadelphia 
this weekend…The 31st annual Philadelphia Film 
Festival is underway @ a number of different venues in 
Center City & Old City…Last year’s festival was 90% in-
person with reduced capacity and masking requirements. 
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This year, proof of vaccination and masking are not 
required @ any event, BOTh are strongly recommended 
by organizers…The Philadelphia Film Festival runs 
through October 30th and all the information and lineup 
can be found @ FilmAdelphia.org.  One of the films I’m  
interested in seeing eventually is a movie based in 
Philadelphia called “Rittenhouse Square” starring Nick 
Nolte and Dahron Jones.   More than 130 films from over 
40 countries, including Glass Onion: A Knives Out 
Mystery (the much-anticipated sequel to 2019′s Knives 
Out); White Noise, starring Adam Driver and Greta 
Gerwig. 
 
October 25 2022 
 
A group of student protesters at the University of 
Pennsylvania has ended a nearly six-week encampment 
on the Penn Campus after storming Franklin Field 
Saturday, during halftime of the Penn-Yale football game. 
The students, who belong to a group called Fossil Free 
Penn, have been calling on the university to help low-
income residents who are being displaced from the 
neighboring University City Townhomes, further 
dissociate from fossil fuel companies, and make payments 
to the city in lieu of taxes. Nineteen people, 17 of them 
students, were arrested. The University of Pennsylvania 
issued a statement that read, in part: that The University 
supports free speech, thought, inquiry, and lawful 



assembly. Penn’s Guidelines on Open Expression 
champion these rights while also affirming that University 
business – such as classes, meetings, games, or speaking 
events – shall not be infringed upon or disrupted by 
protests or demonstrations. 
 

The Philadelphia Museum of Art is currently exhibiting a 
one of a kind collection of works by French painter Henri 
Matisse.   “Matisse in the 1930s” is the result of a 7 year 
collaboration between two French museums, and the 
Barnes Foundation, and the Philadelphia Museum of Art 
is the only US museum to host the exhibit primarily 
because of Matisse’s connection  to Philly.  In 1930, he 
traveled to Philadelphia and met with noted art collector 
Dr. Albert Barnes, (whose collection at the time, was still 
in his Lower Merion home). Barnes commissioned 
Matisse  to paint a mural in the mansion on Latches Lane, 
which has become part of the new Barnes Foundation 
galleries on the Ben Franklin Parkway. The current 
exhibit @ the Phila. Museum of Art traces how that 
commission pushed Matisse into a new creative 
period. “Matisse in the 1930s” will be on display until 
January 29th in Philly, after which it will head to Paris. 

Fiona Apple is continuing her advocacy of the 
Constitutional right of being a Court Watcher which is a 
guaranteed right for all Americans. granted by The First 



Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, that  gives the 
public and press a right of access to court proceedings, 
while the Sixth Amendment gives individuals facing 
criminal charges the right to a public trial. Well,  Fiona’s 
observations as an avid and trained “Court Watcher have 
helped people jailed pretrial file a civil rights lawsuit. But 
now her online access has been shut off…She says it’s 
retaliation for her efforts. In a series of recorded  video 
segments, she explains what she’s observed in Prince 
George’s County, Maryland, where she’s been watching 
court proceedings since the pandemic forced many of 
them online. And Fiona Apple also lists what she says are  
violations of constitutional rights, and a lack of 
transparency from pretrial services,  Court Watching is 
designed to allow observers to better understand how the 
justice system operates and enhancing public confidence 
in the courts  

November 1, 2022 
 
By now, every Phillies fan knows : the song "Dancing On 
My Own" has become the unofficial-anthem of the 
Phillies playoff run, which resumes tonight w/ game 3 of 
the World Series @ CBP.  Everyone has been getting into 
the fun, including the Philly band “SnackTime” who who 
performed a cool, funky version of the song….And now, 
adding theoir own interpretation of Dancing on My Own:   
the Philadelphia Orchestra! (Audio) 



That is The Philadelphia Orchestra, led by Music Director 
Yannick [Nézet-Séguin],, (who by the way, was wearing 
a powder blue,  Mike Schmidt Phillies Jersey, while 
directing the musicians,  in their version of “Dancing on 
My Own”…& Kristen, I’ll share the video of it (shortly) 
on our Twitter @XPN MorningShow 
By the way I saw a Tweet from Mt. Joy (the band) that if 
& when the Phillies win the World Series , they’ll do their 
own cover of the song. 

And finally,  a story to remember when you’re outside, 
taking in nature. (As Kristen and I  BOTH love to do)   
Being around birds will make you feel better!  According 
to a new study, just seeing or hearing Birds , provides a 
boost to mental well-being, …and that jolt of mental 
goodness can last up to 8 hours!   Researchers @ King’s 
College in London used a phone app called Urban Mind, 
in their study. Participants were asked three times a day 
whether they could see or hear birds, and afterwards they 
responded to questions about their mental wellbeing. As a 
result of their findings, the researchers say “There is 
growing evidence on the mental health benefits of being 
around nature and we intuitively think that the presence of 
birdsong and birds help lift our mood,” 
This study follows German research which has  found that 
being surrounding by a wide variety of birds can offer 
increasing life satisfaction:  equivalent to $150 per week 
of added income. 



 
November 14, 2022 
 
Global climate talks in Egypt are headed into their final 
week,  with plenty of uncertainty left over whether there’ll 
be a substantial deal to combat climate change. Some 
delegates have been talking about the possibility of a 
walkout by developing nations unless key demands for 
more aid to poor countries are met during the talks. 
And in related news, actor  Rain Wilson (best known for 
his role as Dwight Shrute (of NBC’s “The Office”) has 
“changed” his name and is inviting others to do the same. 
He  debuted his new name:  “ Rainfall Heat Wave Rising 
Sea Levels Wilson” on social media Thursday as a way to 
raise awareness about the climate control crisis. He called 
it “a cheap little stunt to help save planet Earth 
-0- 
Philadelphia is preparing for the possible arrival of a bus-
full of immigrants from Texas either today or tomorrow. 
City officials have been informed that there may be a bus 
with around 52 people seeking asylum, heading to 
Philadelphia from Del Rio, Texas. Officials say the 
situation is evolving, but they are working with local 
partner organizations to care for those who arrive with 
food, shelter and medical care, if needed.  Since the 
summer Governors from Texas and Florida have been 
sending migrants up to northern cities like New York City 



as a way to protest the Biden administration's immigration 
policies. 
 
November 18, 2022 
 
Construction of the long-awaited museum dedicated to 
the works of Philadelphia sculptor Alexander Calder is 
finally underway.  Some 30 years after the idea of a 
museum was first presented, ground has been broken @ 
the site along the Ben Franklin Parkway on what will be 
“Calder Gardens”.  The museum is being built across 
from the Barnes Foundation. The $70 million project is 
expected to be completed by late 2024, will feature a 
number of works by Calder including paintings, 
monumental sculptures, and his famous“ mobiles”.  
 
According to a new report, Music fans are listening to 
more music than ever before, &  music continues to be 
integral to people's mental and physical wellbeing. The 
Engaging with Music report by the (International 
Federation of the Phonographic Industry) shows that 
music lovers are spending on average 20 hours per week,  
listening to music: which is up from 18 1/2 hours in 2021. 
The report collected responses from more than 44,000 
people in 22 countries –& found that  more than 75% said 
they enjoyed music in multiple formats, including radio, 
video,  audio streaming, gaming and more.  The report 
also concluded that music continues to be an integral part 



of people’s wellbeing, with 69% responding that music is 
important to their mental health and for physical exercise. 
 
November 29, 2022 
 
On this Giving Tuesday on WXPN.  The Philadelphia 
Animal Welfare Society (PAWS) is celebrating its 16th 
anniversary,  and ever since day 1, Melissa Levy has been 
the organization’s Executive Director.  Melissa told me 
that “She could not imagine doing anything else in her 
professional life, then helping animals in need. (We aired 
the first part of Bob Bumbera’s interview with Melissa)  
PAWS is dedicated to saving Philadelphia's homeless and 
at-risk pets , and Melissa says finding all of them a 
permanent home is made even more challenging since 
PAWS relies 100% on donations. (Aired second cut of 
Bob’s interview with Melissa) Melissa Levy, the 
Executive Director of PAWS (The  Philadelphia Animal 
Welfare Society)  -which is the city’s largest rescue 
partner dedicated to saving Philly’s ’homeless and at-risk 
pets…and once again, today -Giving Tuesday,  For every 
3 people who donate,    XPN and Subaru will provide a 
week’s worth of food and housing for 1 rescued dog or 
cat, & of course you can donate @ XPN.org.   
 
December 7, 2022 
 



The deadline for obtaining the Real ID needed to board a 
domestic flight has been pushed back again, with the 
Department of Homeland Security citing the lingering 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic for the slower-than-
expected rollout. The deadline to have a Real ID had been 
May 3, 2023, but DHS announced Monday that it was 
pushed back to May 7, 2025. People are getting compliant 
IDs as they renew driver’s licenses, but DHS said the 
pandemic resulted in backlogs at state driver’s license 
offices. Because of the backlogs, many state agencies that 
issue driver’s licenses automatically extended expiration 
dates on licenses and ID cards, rather than issuing 
compliant licenses and cards. 
 
December 7th  is National Pearl Harbor Remembrance 
Day & only a few centenarian-survivors of the attack in 
1941 are expected to gather at the scene in Hawaii to 
commemorate those who died.   It was 81 years ago the 
Empire of Japan launched an air raid on the U.S. Navy 
base at Pearl Harbor, killing 2,403 U.S. service members 
& personnel, including 68 civilians.  The United States 
declared war against Japan the next day. 
 
December 8, 2022 
 
24-acres of forest grounds in Upper Roxborough (once 
known as Boy Scout tract) - which were at risk of being 
sold and developed to raise funds for its owner, the 
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nonprofit Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education 
- will be preserved, thanks to an surprise 3 million $ 
donation from anonymous benefactors. The donation will 
allow the Schuylkill Center to preserve the land, through a 
conservation easement with Natural Lands, a large land 
trust. The easement will prevent any future owners from 
developing the forest land.   After unsuccessful attempts 
to receive grants for the protection of the land, the Center 
announced in June it was seeking buyers for development 
and construction on the site.  Alarm from the forests ’
neighbors prompted news coverage which caught the eye 
of Vanguard Charitable, a national philanthropic fund.   
 
December 9, 2022 
 
Brittney Griner is back on U.S. soil!  (A plane carrying 
the basketball star landed in Texas earlier this morning, 
after she was released from a Russian jail yesterday.  
It was part of a prisoner swap for convicted Russian arms 
dealer Victor Bout, who had been in a U.S. jail for the 
past 10 years.   The White House hd been hoping for the 
release of both Griner and another jailed American, Paul 
Whelan, who was arrested & convicted of spying in 
Russia in 2018, and is serving a 16 year prison sentence. 
 
After nearly 66 years, Philadelphia police have identified 
the “Boy in the Box”- as 4 year old Joseph Augustus 
Zarelli, who’s murdered body was discovered inside a 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.schuylkillcenter.org/__;!!IBzWLUs!Xsdk9RwvHIWMF0m7X1NHwgbuc2ktjjA4Fh12EcZYcmHgrgeHg0BwnTVnALPzlolqaYs1I5b5pDe6QZBCkhYlMf8$


cardboard box in Fox Chase in 1957. Philadelphia Police 
Captain Jason Smith say detectives identified the child's 
father as part of their investigation. 
 
The University of Pennsylvania Libraries has acquired the 
archives of The Philadelphia Orchestra and the Academy 
of Music in an agreement that will provide public access 
to the  historical collection. The materials document the 
early history of both institutions, starting with the 
Academy of Music’s opening in 1857 and The 
Philadelphia Orchestra’s founding in 1900.   The archives 
will become part of the Penn Libraries’ Kislak Center for 
Special Collections, Rare Books and Manuscripts, where 
they will eventually be made accessible to the public. 
 
February 14, 2022 
 
President Joe Biden has signed gay marriage legislation 
into law. A crowd of thousands , which included 
performers Sam Smith and Cindy Lauper, on the South 
Lawn of the White House to watch the ceremony.  Biden 
said The law and the love it defends strike a blow against 
hate in all its forms.” 
 
Dave Grohl & Greg Kurstin’s Hanukkah Sessions are 
returning!    Last year, they released 8 new cover songs 
for Hanukkah.  Well, this year the two recorded a new 
session recently @ Club Largo in Los Angeles, that 
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featured a number of special guests including Beck, 
Tenacious D, Karen O, Pink, and Greg Kurstin’s “ Bird 
And The Bee bandmate Inara George. The live recordings 
should be rolling out daily beginning this Sunday,  
December 18, -which is the first night of Hanukkah. 
 
The Acoustical Society of America is now using 3D-
printing technology , to create quality but affordable 
violins for those who want to play, but can’t necessarily 
afford the instrument!  The society’s Young Artists 
Program is using a specially engineered plastic polymer 
substance that replicates the tonal qualities of a 
traditionally built violin, which can cost hundreds if not 
thousands of dollars, putting the instrument out of reach 
for many.  But the 3D violins will cost far less.   Violins 
aren’t the first instrument to be 3D-printed:  guitars and 
saxophones have also been created using the technology. 
For anyone looking to be notified when the AVIVA 
Young Artists program is in their area, and printed violins 
are available, they can join the program’s mailing list. @ 
Print-a-Violin.com 
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Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
for OUTsounds / Amazon Country  

Fourth Quarter, 2022 / October 1st through December 18th  

ISSUE: Art History and Appreciation 

Program Name: OUTsounds 
Broadcast Date(s): October 9, 2022  
Broadcast Time: 23:3-00:00 
Program Summary: A discussion about the new exhibit exploring the life and works of the openly-gay 
artist Keith Haring, now on display at the James A. Michener Art Museum in Doylestown PA. We spoke 
with its curator, Joshua Lessard.  
 
Program Details: Keith Haring: A Radiant Legacy features more than 100 unique and notable works 
from a private collection, including two rare Subway drawings, complete suites of many of the artist’s icon 
print series and Medusa Head (the largest print in the artist’s oeuvre). Keith Haring (1958-1990) was 
arguably the most accomplished and prominent American artist of the 1980s. Born in Reading, PA, and 
raised in nearby Kutztown, Haring developed an early love for drawing. Working in a variety of mediums—
including paintings, prints, posters, drawings, sculpture, and street art—Haring developed a style that was 
instantly recognizable. Through his friendship with artists Kenny Scharf and Jean-Michel Basquiat, he 
became interested in the colorful graffiti art of city streets which would influence his meteoric rise. During 
his brief ten-year career, Haring rewrote the rulebook for contemporary art, integrating the seemingly 
discrete arenas of New York City’s gritty downtown counterculture and uptown art aristocracy. A friend of 
Andy Warhol’s, Haring unabashedly developed and promoted his own brand through commercial 
partnerships, mass market products, and even his own storefront. Equally important was his social justice 
activism, raising awareness of AIDS and fighting against racism and the proliferation of illegal drugs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WXPN ASCERTAINMENT FORM 

PROGAM NAME: OUTsounds  
HOST: Robert Drake 
AIRS: Sundays at 23:30  
LENGTH: 30 minutes 

OUTsounds celebrates out artists worldwide and showcases music created and performed by members of 
the LGBTQ community. On occasion, Robert will also air short interviews with members of the LGBTQ 
community – these chats will be noted above, as they occur. 

2022 FOURTH QUARTER 

11 episodes 

October 2 
October 9 
October 16 
October 23 
October 30 
November 6 
November13 
November 20 
November 27 
December 11 
December 18 
 

PROGAM NAME: Amazon Country 
HOST: Debra D'Alessandro 
AIRS: Sundays at 23:00  
LENGTH: 30 minutes 

Amazon Country is a program dedicated to celebrating and spotlighting the artistic creations found within 
the lesbian/feminist community. Throughout each show, host Debra D'Alessandro showcases music 
created and performed by members of the lesbian/feminist community. On occasion, Debra will also air 
short interviews with members of the LGBTQ community – these chats will be noted above, as they occur. 

2022 FOURTH QUARTER 

11 episodes 

October 2 
October 9 
October 16 
October 23 
October 30 
November 6 
November13 
November 20 
November 27 
December 11 
December 18 



Most Significant Issue-Responsive Programming 
for Kids Corner  

Third Quarter, 2022 / July 1st through September 30th  

ISSUE: Science / Space Exploration 

Program Name: Kids Corner 
Broadcast Date(s): October 25, 2022 / November 29, 2022 
Broadcast Time: 19:00-20:00 
Program Summary: it’s the next installment of SpaceChat with Astronomer Derrick 
Pitts of the Franklin Institute – who joins us live to talk deep space with the kids and take 
their questions and comments. 
 
Program Details: Longtime guest of Kids Corner, Derrick Pitts is the Chief Astronomer at 
the Fels Planetarium within the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia. He joins us monthly as we 
open the phones and invite kids to share in the joy and wonderment of space exploration. 
During these two hours we were so flooded with kids chatting about space, from magnetars 
and pulsars to exploring new theories of multi-universes … the kids are as amazing as 
Derrick! 

ISSUE: Art History and Appreciation 

Program Name: Kids Corner 
Broadcast Date(s): October 6, 2022 / November 3, 2022 
Broadcast Time: 19:00-20:00 
Program Summary: This new, ongoing series Celebrating Art, with Gwendolyn DuBois 
Shaw, Class of 1940 Bicentennial Term Associate Professor of the Department of the History 
of Art at the University of Pennsylvania. 
 
Program Details: Beginning in August, each installment of the Spotlight series explored 
the backstory of various artists who were born in that month. Many of these artists are 
unknown to our young listeners and Professor Shaw frames their life story in such a way to 
inspire kids and encourage them to learn more. Additionally, each month we have a web 
element that offers visual links.  to the art work we discuss on air, so that listeners can both 
listen and view simultaneously. 



WXPN ASCERTAINMENT FORM 

PROGAM NAME: Kids Corner  

HOST: Kathy O’Connell  

PRODUCER: Robert Drake 

AIRS: Mondays through Thursdays 19:00  

LENGTH: 60 minutes 

Created in January 1988, the primary mission of Kids Corner continues to be one that 
provides a stimulating variety of educational and entertaining programs for children ages 5-
13. The show enables children to get involved in interactive segments and demonstrate 
their knowledge, talent and abilities. In addition, it serves as a resource for parents, 
educators and professionals in child-related fields.  

2022 FOURTH QUARTER / 42 episodes 

 

Kids Corner Music Hour – airs weekly every Monday as well as on special occasions and 
features an hour of music from regional and national musicians that target the younger ear. 
In this quarter, the Kids Corner Music Hour aired: 

Oct 3 
Oct 10 
Oct 17 
Oct 18 
Oct 19 
Oct 24 
Oct 31 
Nov 1 
Nov 7 
Nov 14 
Nov 21 
Nov 28 
Dec 12 
Dec 19 
Dec 20 
Dec 22 
 
 

KIDS CORNER PROGRAM / 2022 FOURTH QUARTER OVERVIEW 

Oct 4: Kids Corner Costume Party – kids discuss what they are going to be for Halloween 
this year  
Oct 5: Kids Corner Bookmobile: Kathy and the kids recommend good books for listeners to 
check out!  
Oct 6: Gwendolyn Dubois Shaw joins us continue her ongoing series exploring Art History 
Oct 11: Kids Corner Costume Party – kids discuss what they are going to be for Halloween 
this year 
Oct 12: Kids Corner Costume Party – kids discuss what they are going to be for Halloween 



this year 
Oct 13: Kitchen Chemistry with Dr. Lisa Chirlian exploring the science found in the kitchen 
Oct 20: Our All-Natural Science Guy Mike Weilbacher of the Schuylkill Center for 
Environmental Education joins us with his monthly Science Potpourri game segment 
Oct 25: it’s the next installment of SpaceChat with Astronomer Derrick Pitts of the Franklin 
Institute – who joins us live to talk deep space with the kids and take their questions and 
comments. 
Oct 26: Kids Corner Costume Party – kids discuss what they are going to be for Halloween 
this year August 2: Kids Corner Poll Question – ways to beat the summer heat 
Oct 27: The history behind Halloween with historian Kenneth C Davis 
Nov 2: Kids Corner Bookmobile: Kathy and the kids recommend good books for listeners to 
check out! 
Nov 3: Gwendolyn Dubois Shaw joins us continue her ongoing series exploring Art History 
Nov 8: Kids Corner Poll Question – tonight we talk about favorite family gatherings 
Nov 9: Kids Corner Collection Corner – kids talk about the things they collect 
Nov 10: Kitchen Chemistry with Dr. Lisa Chirlian exploring the science found in the kitchen 
Nov 15: Kids Corner Poll Question: What is your favorite Thanksgiving food?  
Nov 16: It’s Craft Night on Kids Corner as kids talk about their arts and craft projects they 
do at home.    
Nov 17: Our All-Natural Science Guy Mike Weilbacher of the Schuylkill Center for 
Environmental Education joins us with his monthly Green Acres segment 
Nov 22: Kids Corner Poll Question – favorite type of pie!  
Nov 23: The history behind Thanksgiving with our historian Kenneth C. Davis  
Nov 29: it’s the next installment of SpaceChat with Astronomer Derrick Pitts of the Franklin 
Institute – who joins us live to talk deep space with the kids and take their questions and 
comments. 
Nov 30: The best parts of the upcoming holiday season 
Dec 13: Kids talk about the favorite holiday traditions.  
Dec 14: Kids Corner Bookmobile: Kathy and the kids recommend good books for listeners to 
check out! 
Dec 15: Our All-Natural Science Guy Mike Weilbacher of the Schuylkill Center for 
Environmental Education joins us with his monthly Green Acres segment 
Dec 21: Favorite part of the upcoming Holidays!  
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