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Weekly news summary for April 5, 2020.

Fourth and fifth positive reported
On Saturday, April 4, Dare County Division of Public Health announced the fourth 
and fifth positive test result for COVID-19 in Dare County.
The fourth individual, who is a resident, was tested positive in Dare County. Dr. 
Sheila Davies, the county’s public health director, reported that the individual is 
receiving care at a hospital outside Dare County. It is unknown how the individual 
acquired the virus. 
The county’s public health staff is conducting an active investigation into this 
individual’s activity. Those determined to have had direct contact will be notified 
by public health staff.
The fifth positive test was the spouse of the second positive individual announced 
March 31. The spouse test came back positive on Saturday April 4. Spouses were 
tested two days apart. Both spouses have remained in isolation and are improving 
daily.
For more information about COVID-19, go to darenc.com/COVID19.

Second week of stay at home – stay healthy
Saturday afternoon, April 4 at 5 o’clock, the second week of Stay at Home-Stay 
Healthy started in Dare County. The rest of North Carolina joined the stay at 
home directive Monday, March 30, per the state’s governor.
The purpose of the orders is to slow the spread of the coronavirus.
In Dare County, four cases of the virus have been announced. The first two were 
from individuals living elsewhere but using a Dare County address. The third was 
tested in another state. That individual remained in another state and had not 
traveled to North Carolina since the fall of 2019. The individual has fully recovered 
from the COVID-19 virus. The fourth case, announced Saturday, is a Dare County 
resident who tested positive. The individual is receiving care at a hospital outside 
Dare County.
For the state as a whole, case numbers have reached 2,402 with 24 deaths and 
271 hospitalized. Patients by age show 42 percent between 25 and 49 years old, 
28 percent 50 to 64 and 20 percent 65 and older.
Dare County’s Control Group has been issuing bulletins since March 16, the day 
that a State of Emergency was declared for the county. In that first 



announcement, several government locations, like the Fessenden Center, were 
closed.
A day later, the Control Group closed Dare County to visitors and prohibited 
visitors passing through the county to go to Ocracoke or Corolla. Hyde and 
Currituck closed those locations the next day.
Three days later on March 20, the Control Group said no entry for non-resident 
property owners. Some Dare residents registered strong feelings about keeping 
non-resident property owners out. Non-resident property owners object to the 
Control Group’s move.
Controversy involving visitors with reservations, cottage owners and real estate 
management companies swirls.
On March 25, an Executive Order closed all public schools until May 15.
The Dare County Control Group announced the Stay Home-Stay Healthy order at 
1 o’clock Friday afternoon, March 27 and set the time for 5 o’clock Saturday. At 4 
o’clock that afternoon Governor Roy Cooper announced the state’s decision to 
issue a stay at home order, effective Monday, March 30, in order to allow 
businesses to shut down.
The messages are Stay Home-Stay Healthy and practice social distancing.

Flooding in Pea Island and elsewhere
On Wednesday, the National Weather Service warned of High Winds and Coastal 
Flooding.
On Thursday, Hatteras Islanders woke up to a closed NC 12 from Rodanthe to the 
Oregon Inlet bridge. NCDOT moved sand all morning, but the early afternoon high 
tide pushed sand back on the road at the s-curves. NC 12 was closed for the 
remainder of the day and all of Thursday night. The road was opened at 1 o’clock 
Friday.
The under-construction Rodanthe bridge is designed to by-pass this troubled 
area. It is scheduled to be ready in the Fall of 2021 
Also receiving flood waters were portions of Hatteras village and Frisco along the 
soundside. Ocean water also came over in north Buxton.
On Saturday evening, high tide brought overwash again north of Rodanthe.

Commissioners meet
The Dare County Board of Commissioners will hold its regularly scheduled 
meeting on Monday morning, April 6 at 9 o’clock at the Dare County 
Commissioners meeting room in Manteo. The meeting will be streamed live and 



can be accessed via darenc.com or currenttv.org. Click on Watch CurrentTV 
Government Live. Public comment may be submitted to the Board by sending an 
email during the meeting to dcboc at darenc.com.
The board will not violate the 10 person limit set for meetings. Four 
commissioners will be in the room, three will attend by telephone. The county 
manager, the board’s clerk, Dare’s finance director and public relations director 
and a system operator will be in the room.
Only a Consent Agenda with 11 items is on the agenda. Among those items are 
scheduling a hearing for draft flood damage prevention ordinance and zoning 
amendments, a couple of budget matters, adopting policies for paid sick leave 
and family and medical leave expansion.

Good Friday / Easter Holiday Trash Collection Schedule
The Dare County Buxton Transfer Station and Rodanthe Recycle Center will be 
closed on Friday, April 10, 2020 in observance of Good Friday.
On Hatteras Island, the residential trash collection for the week of April 6 through 
April 10 is as follows: 
Monday, April 6 – Buxton, Frisco, Hatteras
Tuesday, April 7 –Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo, Avon
Wednesday, April 8 – Buxton, Frisco, Hatteras
Thursday, April 9 - Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo, Avon
Friday, April 10 – No residential trash collection 
Commercial dumpsters will be picked up Monday, April 6 and Thursday, April 9.

Wednesday, April 1 was Census Day!
So far, only a little over 19 percent of Dare Countians have self-responded to the 
invitation to be counted.
All around us greater percentages are posted. In Currituck County, 31 percent 
have responded; in Hyde County, 24 point 5 percent and in Tyrrell County 29 
percent.
In North Carolina, 41 percent have been counted.
Anyone can take the census at any time. Use your home, physical street address 
when filling out the survey online at my2020census.gov or by phone at 844-330-
2020 for English or 844-468-2020 for Spanish.

Some information about events

https://my2020census.gov/


The Cape Hatteras Anglers Club has cancelled its Wednesday night BINGO games 
and its monthly membership meetings until further notice.

The tournament committee for the Hatteras Village Offshore Open is still holding 
out hope that the tournament will go forward May 12 through 16.
The committee states the tournament will be scaled back with the focus of 
getting participants out to fish.
Unless something is announced by the state or county sooner, the committee will 
make its final decision about the tournament on April 30 when the “Stay Home – 
Stay Healthy” declaration either comes to a close or is extended.

Chicamacomico Banks Volunteer Fire Department is presenting a Fire Truck 
Parade on Monday, April 6 at 1 p.m. The fire trucks will parade down NC 12 and in 
Hatteras Colony subdivision in Salvo only.

Be safe out there. Thanks for listening. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly News Summary for April 12, 2020.

About the virus
This is the third weekend of the Stay Home order. For our island and your 
neighbors, the pleas remain stay home except to get groceries and medicine, 
practice social distancing, practice good hygiene.
Dare County is reporting at least 13 people with positive test results. Eight have 
recovered or are cleared. That’s good. Three are asymptomatic. One is recovering 
and one has died.
The death was reported last Thursday, April 9. The individual, with age in the 90s, 
died from complications associated with the virus. The person had several 
underlying medical conditions.
On Thursday Dare County announced that three people associated with Peak 
Resources, a skilled nursing facility in Nags Head, had tested positive but are 
asymptomatic.



The first case at Peak was announced last Sunday. Test results for nearly half the 
staff and residents came back on Thursday with the three new positives. Another 
round of mass testing for residents and staff was completed Thursday afternoon. 
Those specimens arrived at the state lab Friday morning for processing and 
testing. Another update on Peak Resources will be provided as soon as the test 
results are received. 
Peak Resources Inc., started in 1999, operates nine nursing homes. The Outer 
Banks facility has 126 beds. 
In North Carolina, cases total 4,312. Across the state, 80 people have died with 
complications from the virus.

Get my Payment
On Friday, the United State Internal Revenue Service announced a new website 
would launch Friday, April 17. The website is called Get My Payment.
Eligible for the Economic Impact Payment are U.S. citizens and resident aliens 
with valid social security numbers, who are not claimed as a dependent of 
another taxpayer, and who are under the gross income limit of $75,000 for 
individuals and up to $150,000 for married couples filing joint returns.
The economic impact payment for those meeting the eligibility requirements is 
$600 for individuals or $1,200 for couples with each qualifying child receiving up 
to $500.
Those who will who will receive the Economic Impact Payment automatically 
without taking additional steps are eligible U.S. taxpayers who filed federal 
income tax returns for 2018 and 2019, individuals receiving Social Security 
retirement, disability or survivor benefits and railroad retirement benefits.
For non-filers, the April 17 website will provide a way to sign up.

Cape Hatteras National Seashore Update
All indoor facilities at Cape Hatteras National Seashore are closed in order to 
minimize potential spread of COVID-19. This includes all visitor centers, the 
administration offices at Fort Raleigh and bathrooms.
Outdoor spaces remain open for activities such as walking, hiking, biking and 
jogging, remembering to keep the six-foot separation.
Services are limited. Visitors are urged to continue to practice Leave No Trace 
principles, including pack-in and pack-out and to keep outdoor spaces safe and 
healthy.



While at the beach, beachgoers should not gather in groups of more than 10. 
Seashore Rangers are patrolling the beaches. No lifeguards are on duty now so be 
cautious. 
The start of the 2020 camping season is postponed until further notice.
The start of the 2020 lighthouse climbing season is postponed until further notice.

Cape Hatteras National Seashore invites public participation in development of 
a sand management framework
 
On Friday, April 10, the National Park Service published a notice of intent to 
prepare an Environmental Impact State for sediment management in the Cape 
Hatteras National Seashore.
The park service wants to develop a streamlined framework for implementing 
sediment or sand management. The framework would include the method, 
location, and frequency for sediment management actions that may be permitted 
over the next 20 years.
The Seashore has received various requests, and anticipates future requests, to 
issue special use permits for protecting roads, bridges, electrical transmission 
facilities, and other public transportation facilities; repairing island damages, 
including breaches that also affect transportation; and restoring habitat through 
the placement of dredged materials along eroded sections of barrier islands.
As part of the EIS process, the National Park Service will collaborate with seven 
cooperating agencies, including Dare County and the North Carolina Department 
of Transportation.
The notice of intent starts the formal National Environmental Policy Act process 
and begins a 30-day public scoping period. As part of the public scoping process, 
the NPS will host four virtual meetings via webinar.
Comments are to be submitted electronically, the preferred method, or mailed to 
Superintendent, Cape Hatteras National Seashore. Deadline to submit comments 
is May 10, 2020.
Four virtual public scoping meetings are planned in April.
Webinar 1 is Monday, April 20 from 11:30 to 12:30 in the afternoon
Webinar 2 is Tuesday, April 21 from 7 to 8 at night
Webinar 3 is Wednesday, April 11 from 6 to 7 in the evening
Webinar 4 is Thursday, April 23 from 5:30 to 6:30 in the evening.
Go to Island Free Press for the “go to webinar” links.



Experience the Cape Hatteras National Seashore from home 
Check out Cape Hatteras National Seashore online for interesting topics during 
spring break this week, suggests Outer Banks Forever.
Go to the seashore’s main website, n p s dot gov slash c a h a, find the tab for 
Learn about the Park and look for education. 
Among the offerings for the seashore are units about Little Kinnakeet Lifesaving 
Station for middle schoolers and Pirates of North Carolina for upper elementary 
students.
Units are also offered for Wright Brothers Memorial and Fort Raleigh National 
Historic Site.
Outer Banks Forever is the official non-profit fundraising partner of the three 
national parks of the Outer Banks. The organization helps these special places 
through public engagement, programming, and project support. Find o b x forever 
on Facebook and on the web.

School Meal program expands time
On Tuesdays and Thursdays, multiple meal packages will be available from 11:30 
to 1 o’clock at Cape Hatteras Elementary School. The longer time starts next 
week. Last Thursday, the Dare County Schools program delivered 3,100 meals to 
families.
On Thursday, children also received Easter candy, paid for by the school system 
and county government. Food for Thought contributed bags of groceries. 

Hatteras Island Meals expands service
Starting April 15, Hatteras Island Meals will be providing recipients with meals five 
days a week. The goal is to keep high risk individuals in our community home, safe 
and fed.
Expanding service has been a long-term goal for the organization. 
With the expansion, Hatteras Island Meals is looking for delivery volunteers. 
If you are able to volunteer, send an email to hatterasislandmeals@gmail.com or 
send a message on the Hatteras Island Meals Facebook page. 
Hatteras Island Meals is an all-volunteer, non-profit community organization. To 
make a donation, send a check to P.O. Box 854, Buxton, NC 27920.

Youth fund gives food dollars



This week, the Hatteras Island Youth Education Fund launched a new initiative 
that helps Hatteras Island students have filling, family meals, while also 
supporting local businesses throughout the island community.
The new project, called Fuel for Focus, gives every student Cape Hatteras 
Elementary and Cape Hatteras Secondary $50 of “Hatteras Island Youth Education 
Fund Bucks” to be used at participating businesses for take-out food or other food 
items.
Nearly 20 businesses from across the island have signed up to participate in the 
program.
The idea was born shortly after all public schools were closed until May 15.
After some research, the fund found food seemed to be the biggest issue for 
island families. 
The goal of Fuel for Focus is to provide funding for meals to Hatteras Island 
students, and to support local businesses that are currently servicing the island 
community during this challenging time of “Stay Home.”
Go to Island Free Press for a list of all participating businesses.
Hatteras Island Youth Education Fund has two annual fundraisers: The Shore 
Break 5k event on Memorial Day and the Surfin’ Turkey 5k on Thanksgiving Day. 
Donations can be made online at hatteras youth dot com. 

Brief power outage
Around 5 p.m., Friday afternoon the power blinked out. The outage was totally 
unexpected.
The brief outage was the result of a kite striking the transmission line at Haulover.
Luckily, the kiteboarder released from his equipment when he lost control and 
was not injured. The kite quickly cleared the transmission line so no additional 
outage was needed. 
Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative reminds kiteboarders to be aware of the 
dangers of overhead power lines. 
On another note, Monday April 13 is Lineworker Appreciation Day! Cape Hatteras 
Electric crews continue to work in island communities during this time. Maybe 
your instinct is to thank the crew or just say hello but please remember to 
practice social distancing so all remain healthy and are able to be there for us.

Strong front moves across Outer Banks Monday
The National Weather Service is tracking a potentially significant severe weather 
event for late Sunday night through Monday afternoon. 



All severe weather threats are possible like damaging wind gusts, large hail, 
coastal flooding and tornadoes.
Saturday’s southwest winds turn due south Sunday morning and persist through 
Monday afternoon. The south winds will produce very rough surf along Hatteras 
Island’s south facing beaches. Overwash is possible at weak dunes.
Strong winds will increase water levels on the sound side, especially from 
Rodanthe north bring minor coastal flooding on Monday, predicts the National 
Weather Service.
Winds will gust to 52 miles per hour in Frisco and 47 in Rodanthe.
A gale watch is in effect for all area waterways.

Easter Fun
Cape Hatteras Elementary PTA created drive-by Egg Hunts! School custodian 
teams put out Eggs to see from car seats. Elementary School Eggs were on the 
School Campus and Secondary school Eggs were around the circle drive.
The Easter Bunny came in the night with Easter Baskets for children in Rodanthe, 
Waves and Salvo. The traditional treats were provided by Fair Haven and Clarks-
Bethel United Methodist Churches.

Be safe. Stay home. Thanks so much for listening. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly News Summary for April 19, 2020.

A small Saturday storm
Hatteras Island had some wind and rain around 1 o’clock Saturday afternoon.
NOAA (Noah) weather radio sounded repeatedly telling Hatteras Island that 
severe storms were to the north and then to the south and finally coming straight 
at us across Pamlico Sound.
The storm was brief. Graphs of temperature and wind show dramatic drops.
Wind switched from Southwest to Northwest in seconds. In Rodanthe winds 
topped out at 54 just before 1 o’clock. Temperature quickly plunged 13 degrees. 
The automated weather equipment in Frisco recorded six tenths of an inch of 
rain.



No active cases in Dare
On Friday, April 17, no identified active COVID-19 cases remain in Dare County.
Bulletin No. 45, issued by the county’s Joint Information Center, announced “the 
number of positive COVID-19 test results remains at 15. Fourteen have 
recovered/or are asymptomatically cleared (meaning they are seven days post 
testing with no symptoms) and one died.”
Dare County reports recovered cases, making possible the calculation of how 
many active cases are still in the county. As of Friday, the answer is none.
The recovery number comes from Dare’s Division of Public Health staff that does 
extensive contact tracing and patient follow-up, reports Sheila Davies, the 
county’s Director of the Department of Health and Human Services. 
North Carolina does not report recovered cases, does not request the information 
from counties and has not implemented a process for collecting such information, 
says Davies.
The widely reported figure of total laboratory confirmed cases is cumulative. 
North Carolina’s first confirmed case was March 3. The total case number 
reported on the state’s COVID-19 dashboard as of April 18 is 6,140, 281 more 
than Friday. On Saturday, deaths total 12 more at 164. Hospitalizations were 41 
less at 388 persons.
The caveat, always stated, is “Not all cases of COVID-19 are tested, so this does 
not represent the total number of people in North Carolina who have or had 
COVID-19.”

Proposals begin on reopening county, state, nation
At all levels of government, relaxing restrictive measures and reopening the 
economy is at the top of agendas.
All discussions acknowledge the need to balance protecting public health and 
lessening the economic impact of the shut-down.
A common feature is incremental or phased reopening.
No timelines are set.
Dare’s Control Group announced April 16 that a staged reentry process will likely 
be set with non-resident property owners allowed enter before visitors.  
Gov. Roy Cooper put forward his way to “a new normal.” He listed three areas 
were the state needs more progress: testing, tracing, trends.
North Carolina’s plan calls for significantly increasing testing to identify, isolate 
and track new cases. This means more supplies and lab capacity.



To adequately contact trace, the state will need to increase its public health 
workforce.
Trends will influence policy decisions, states the governor’s plan. Trends in new 
positive cases, hospitalizations, deaths along with testing and protection supplies 
will be looked at.
The President’s guidelines are generally along the same lines but more detailed.
Before any reopening occurs, certain criteria must be met. A downward trajectory 
sustained for 14-days must occur for COVID-19 cases and positive tests.
States are in charge of testing and procuring resources and assessing criteria for 
local situations.
Individuals must continue to adhere to state and local guidance. Businesses must 
monitor workforce for symptoms.
The president’s proposal is in three phases and slowly initiates full opening.
In the first phase, the proposal is much like what’s in place now. 10-person limit 
to gatherings, schools closed, no visits to nursing homes. Gyms and large venues 
can open by following strict physical distancing.
In phase two, social settings are upped to 50 people if appropriate measures 
followed. Non-essential travel resumes. Employers continue to emphasize 
telework. Schools reopen. But still no visits to nursing homes. Large venues open 
under moderate physical distance protocols.
Bars reopen with diminished standing room occupancy. Gyms stay open with 
strict physical distancing.
For phase three, individuals need to maximize physical distances when going out.
Social settings remain at 50 people, if precautionary measures are observed.
Visits to nursing homes resume. Large venues follow limited distancing protocols.  
Employers resume unrestricted staffing a worksites.

Business indicators in for tax receipts, real estate sales
Tax receipts for this month reflect results prior to Dare County’s virus shutdown.
Meal tax receipts through February showed a sharp increase of 30 percent over 
the first two months of 2019, reports Tom Hranicka, business correspondent for 
Radio Hatteras. Occupancy tax receipts, however, declined eight percent.
In the real estate market, sales of residential properties increased 9.8 percent and 
the median sale price jumped 3 and a half percent.
The undeveloped lot market was disappointing. In the first quarter, the lot market 
experienced double digit declines in almost all key categories.



Take the Census now
The 2020 Census population count has been underway for almost one month 
now. It is easier and quicker than ever to complete the short survey. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, some households may not have received a mailed or home-
delivered invitation from the U.S. Census Bureau with a Census ID.
However, completing the Census without a unique ID number is possible. All you 
need to take the census is your physical street address.
How to complete the 2020 Census:
Go to my 2020 census dot gov. Clink the link that says “if you do not have a 
Census ID, click here.
The census may be completed by phone at 1-844-330-2020 (English) or 1-844-
468-2020 (Spanish).
North Carolina’s response rate on April 15 is 45.9 percent and for the United 
States, over 50 percent. In northeastern North Carolina, Dare County is the lowest 
response rate with 22.5%.

Arrest for drug possession
On April 8 at about 9:15 at night, a Hatteras Island Deputy Sheriff conducted a 
traffic stop for a revoked license in the area of Old Light House Road in Buxton. 
During that traffic stop an amount of THC Wax and numerous prescription 
medications were seized. Shelby Tyler Midgett, 35, of the 2400 block of N. Holiday 
Boulevard in Rodanthe was arrested for Felony Possession of a Schedule VI 
Controlled Substance. Midgett has been released on a $5,000 secured bond.

Get my Payment
The U.S. Internal Revenue Service has launched a new website so an individual 
can know when to expect a stimulus payment. The website application is called 
Get My Payment. It’s free.
We have some corrections from last week’s story
Eligible for the stimulus payment, called the Economic Impact Payment, are U.S. 
citizens and permanent residents with valid social security numbers, who are not 
claimed as a dependent of another taxpayer, and who meet gross income limits.
The economic impact payment for those meeting the eligibility requirements is 
$1,200 for individuals or $2,400 for couples with each qualifying child receiving up 
to $500.
Those who will receive the Economic Impact Payment automatically without 
taking additional steps are eligible U.S. taxpayers who filed federal income tax 



returns for 2018 and 2019 and received a tax refund automatically deposited and 
individuals receiving Social Security retirement, disability or survivor benefits and 
railroad retirement benefits.
For non-filers, the Get My Payment site provides a way to sign up.

From the Cape Hatteras National Seashore
Seasonal off-road vehicle routes closed on Wednesday, April 15. The closure 
boundaries are marked with posts with signs and symbolic string. Purchase beach 
driving permits online at recreation dot gov.
All inside facilities in the Cape Hatteras National Seashore are closed. Outdoor 
spaces remain open, like the Cape Hatteras lighthouse grounds and the beach.

Upcoming Events
Four virtual public scoping meetings are set for this week on the National Park 
Service preparing an Environmental Impact Statement for sand management.
The meeting days and times are listed below. Go to parkplanning.nps.gov/C A H A 
Sediment to register. Go to Island Free Press for links. The meetings and times 
are:
Monday, April 20 from 11:30 to 12:30
Tuesday, April 21 from 7 to 8 at night
Wednesday, April 22 from 6 to 7 in the evening
Thursday, April 23 from 5:30 to 6:30 in the evening

Dare’s Board of Commissioners meets at 5 o’clock in the evening on Monday, 
April 20. The meeting will be held with some commissioners joining the meeting 
through technology. The meeting will be live streamed over Current TV. Go to 
dare nc dot com to watch the meeting.

Dare’s Board of Education meets at 5 o’clock in the evening on Tuesday, April 21. 
Audio of the meeting is available at dare to learn dot org.

Earth Day 2020 Marks 50th Year
The first Earth Day April 22, 1970, mobilized millions of Americans for the 
protection of the planet. On that day, 20 million Americans, 10 percent of the U.S. 
population at the time, demanded a way forward,
The first Earth Day is credited with launching the modern environmental 
movement and is now recognized as the planet’s largest civic event, says the 



current website.
Earth Day led to the passage of landmark environmental laws in the United 
States, including the Clean Air, Clean Water and Endangered Species Acts. 
The theme for Earth Day 2020 is climate action. The enormous challenge — but 
also the vast opportunities — of action on climate change have made the issue 
the most pressing topic for the 50th anniversary.  To learn more and sign up for a 
digital event at earthday.org/earth dash day dash 2020.

Stay safe. Stay home. Thanks for listening. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for April 26, 2020.
New COVID-19 symptoms
The Center for Disease Control and Prevention reports that people with COVID-19 have had a wide 
range of symptoms reported, ranging from mild symptoms to severe illness.
These symptoms may appear 2 to 14 days after exposure to the virus:

 Fever
 Cough
 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
 Chills
 Repeated shaking with chills
 Muscle pain
 Headache
 Sore throat
 New loss of taste or smell

Medical providers in Dare County use private labs, mainly LabCorp for testing. The state lab was used for 
testing associated with Peak Resources, reports Sheila Davies, director, Dare County Health and Social 
Services.
Clinicians can consider testing for any patient in whom COVID-19 is suspected, writes Davies. Looking 
towards the next phase of the response to this pandemic, increased access to testing to enable rapid 
case-based interventions, understanding the spread of disease in North Carolina, and informing public 
health actions will be important aspects. 
Efforts are underway to further expand capacity both nationally and in North Carolina.

COVID-19 by the numbers
Dare County’s positive test results remain at 15, the same number reported 14 days ago. No identified 
cases remain in the county.
In North Carolina, as of April 25, COVID-19 confirmed cases number 8,623, an increase of 571 cases from 
the previous day. 



North Carolina’s death count from the virus stands at 289, an increase of 20 from April 24. Hospitals are 
reporting 456 patients from COVID-19. This number declined by 21 patients and is the second day that 
the number of patients is lower.
Starting April 27, the Joint Information Center which brings information from Dare County and 
incorporated towns will provide video updates twice weekly on Tuesdays and Thursdays and the COVID-
19 bulletins will be issued three times weekly on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays unless information 
warrants additional updates. 

Public School Buildings closed; learning continues
On April 24, Governor Roy Cooper closed public school buildings for the remainder of the 2019-2020 
school term. Remote learning continues.
Dare County Schools Superintendent John Farrelly said an email will come this upcoming week to 
parents and students with details about timelines related to remote learning, a review of grading 
procedures given the new State Board of Education policies, technology devices, picking up personal 
belongings and more. 
“For our graduating seniors and their parents, we have been working for several weeks on possible 
graduation scenarios and will be receiving teacher input next week. Following that we intend to provide 
graduating seniors and their parents with a survey on Monday, May 4 where you will have a chance to 
provide input,” wrote Farrelly.

Governor extends stay at home
On April 23, Cooper extended the Stay at Home order until May 8 and laid out a three-phase plan to 
ease restrictions. 
North Carolina has not yet seen a downward trajectory or sustained leveling of identified metrics 
needed to begin gradually lifting restrictions, as evidenced by the increasing cases and deaths.
The extension to May 8 is based on public health data and White House guidance.
North Carolina needs more time to slow the spread of the virus before it can safely begin lifting 
restrictions, reports the governor.
Continuing with state level actions:
-- furloughed workers are now covered under expanded Unemployment benefits. See Executive Order 
134.
-- more funding help for small business owners will come from Golden LEAF and North Carolina Rural 
Center with an agreement between General Assembly leaders and the governor.
-- North Carolina families will received a $250 in Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer, provided in two 
installments
-- you may have health insurance options. Go to n c dot gov slash N C D H H S slash Health insurance 
options for information.

Pandemic Unemployment Assistance applications now online
Independent contractors and self-employed workers, like watermen, can now apply for Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance. 
Go to d e s dot nc dot gov. At the top of the page is a banner with an information button.

Dare County takes action on gradual lifting of restrictions
On Tuesday, April 21, Dare County extended its Stay Home order to May 22.
The county now requires individuals to wear a mask or cloth face covering in public settings where 
other social distancing measures are difficult to maintain.



On May 4, Dare County opens to the first group of non-resident property owners who have a valid entry 
permit with matching government identification. Permits will be issued to the two “Primary Owners” 
listed on the tax record for each property. 
More non-resident property owners arrive on May 6 and May 8.
Mass gatherings are still limited to 10 people.
Travel is only for essential needs.
Essential retailers must adhere to Executive Order 131 and comply with restrictions on number of 
individuals allowed entry based on square footage of space.
Non-resident property owners were told to bring their own supplies to sustain themselves in their 
homes as much as possible, including groceries, prescriptions, paper products and other essentials. 
Decisions regarding access to Dare County for visitors will be addressed at a future date.

Power outage planned for Hatteras Tuesday, April 28
On Tuesday, April 28, Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative will connect new transmission lines through 
Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge.
The work requires two outages in Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo and Avon.
The first outage will be at 7 a.m., for 30 minutes.
The second outage will be at 5 p.m., also for 30 minutes.
The outage rain date is Wednesday, April 29, 2020.
On April 28, Hatteras and Ocracoke islands will be served by limited diesel generators. 
“Please make reasonable efforts to conserve electric use,” requests the cooperative.
If electric power does not return following the planned work, call 866-511-9862.

New blue crab rules in place next Friday
New blue crab management measures go into effect May 1 in North Carolina state waters. The N.C. 
Marine Fisheries Commission approved the measures to end overfishing and achieve sustainable harvest 
with the adoption of the Blue Crab Fishery Management Plan Amendment 3 at its February meeting.
A recent North Carolina stock assessment for blue crab determined the stock is overfished and 
overfishing is occurring. Overfished means the population is too small. Overfishing means the removal 
rate is too high. North Carolina law mandates that fishery management plans include measures to end 
overfishing within two years of adoption and rebuild the stock to achieve sustainable harvest within 10 
years of adoption.
For links to the proclamations and blue crab information page go to Island Free Press.

Building a framework for sand management for national seashore is underway
Over the course of four online webinars, 165 people listened to a presentation and then asked questions 
about the National Park Service’s project to adopt a framework for managing sand projects on Cape 
Hatteras National Seashore beaches.
Dave Hallac, Superintendent for the National Parks of Eastern North Carolina, said: “The Park Service 
strongly values public input during the EIS process because it will result in the development of a more 
effective plan.”
When completed in Spring 2021, the framework project will produce an Environmental Impact 
Statement to serve as an environmental review document for beach nourishment, habitat restoration, 
dune reconstruction and filling breaches.
In the impact statement, conditions for addressing environmental impacts will be spelled out. Meeting 
those conditions will result in issuance of a Special Use Permit for the proposed work. Having the 
statement in place will eliminate preparation of an environmental review for every project proposed. 



High on the list of participant concerns were the Avon Beach Nourishment Project and the Buxton 
Maintenance and Renourishment Project, both sponsored by Dare County. For both projects, the 
purpose is to protect NC 12.

Dare County is slow to respond to the 2020 Census
The 2020 Census is well underway. The massive undertaking of counting everyone living in the United 
States and five U.S. territories requires everyone’s participation. Over 75 million households have 
responded already. If your household has not responded, now is the time.
Respond online to my2020census.gov.
Self-response across the country is now 52.4%. In North Carolina, the response rate is 48.3%
Dare’s poor response rate is 24.3%, which ranks 96 out of 100 counties.

Looking ahead. It’s time to register for Kindergarten
For children who will be 5 years old on or before August 31, 2020, its time to enroll in kindergarten.
Most of the application is completed online at daretolearn dot com. These items should be mailed to the 
child’s elementary school: a copy of the birth certificate, proof of residency, and the North Carolina 
Physical Form complete with immunizations. Students will not be formally enrolled until all information 
has been received by the individual school. 
If a child is interested in participating in the Spanish Dual Language Immersion program, follow the 
prompts located within the application to apply. 

Follow social distancing on seashore beaches
The National Park Service has asked the following of beachgoers. 
Maintain proper social distancing (6 feet apart) along with keeping immediate groups to 10 people or 
less. 
If you’ve driven onto the beach make sure that each vehicle is roughly 20 feet apart. 
The National Park Service is working hard to leave the beaches open to the public and keep the public 
informed of its policies. 

Improvements coming to two seashore locations
Several improvements are planned for two of the Cape Hatteras National Seashore’s beach access sites 
– the Haulover parking area between Avon and Buxton, and the Frisco Bathhouse, reports the Island 
Free Press.
The Frisco Bathhouse parking area will be expanded, adding another 40 spaces. Work may be scheduled 
for late 2020 or early 2021.
At Haulover, the comfort station is now closed but the parking area remains open. A redesign is in the 
works for both. Some temporary repairs will be made the immediate future.

Please be safe and keep well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for May 3, 2020.



16th COVID-19 case recorded in Dare County
Dare County has announced its 16th case of lab-confirmed COVID-19.
In her Thursday, April 30, video update, Sheila Davies, Director, Dare County 
Department of Health and Human Services, made the announcement.
Davies reported that the person is recovering in home isolation. She said the 
person came in direct contact when working outside the county. She said the case 
“is not indicative of community spread.”
This was the first new case recorded in Dare County in 18 days.

Phased Entry for Property Owners Starts May 4
On Monday, May 4, Dare County will open to non-resident property owners who 
have a valid entry permit with matching government issued ID. The entry is staged 
on three days:
Monday, May 4 at 6 in the morning, entry begins and is ongoing for non-resident 
property owners whose last name begins with A through I.
On Wednesday, May 6 at 6 in the morning, entry begins and is ongoing for non-
resident property owners whose last name begins with J through R. 
On Friday, May 8 again at 6 in the morning, entry begins and is ongoing for non-
resident property owners whose last name begins with S through Z.
Non-resident property owners can receive permits by applying online. Permits will 
be issued to the two “Primary Owners” listed on the tax record for each property. 
Dare County has asked all non-resident property owners to bring their own 
supplies to sustain themselves in their homes as much as possible, including 
groceries, prescriptions, paper products and other essentials.

Reminder.
The state’s stay at home order is in effect through May 8. The county’s stay home, 
stay healthy order currently runs through May 22.

NC General Assembly Passes COVID-19 Recovery Package
On Saturday, May 2, the North Carolina General Assembly unanimously passed 
the 2020 COVID-19 Recovery Act Saturday, May 2, after 5 days in session. The 
package appropriates only federal funding, which was provided to the State in the 
CARES Act, the $2 trillion dollar recovery bill Congress passed in late March. North 
Carolina's recovery package totals around $1 point 6 billion. Governor Cooper is 
expected to sign the bill quickly.



The allocation legislation sends $75 million to the school nutrition program. The 
meals program is expected to operate until at least August 1.
In addition to allocating funds, the General Assembly enacted policy legislation 
altering various mandates which cannot be met due to the shutdown for COVID-
19. 

National Park Service
All indoor facilities at Cape Hatteras National Seashore, Fort Raleigh National 
Historic Site, and Wright Brothers National Memorial are temporarily closed.
Most Cape Hatteras National Seashore beaches remain open for the purpose of 
staying healthy while following federal, state, and county guidelines to help 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19.
Beach users can help keep these areas open by staying at least 6 feet from each 
other and by not creating a gathering of 10 or more people in a single location. 
Additionally, vehicles on the beach should be parked roughly 20 feet apart.
Night driving restrictions on the beach started May 1 at 9 o’clock. Night driving 
restrictions help protect nesting sea turtles. 
As services are limited, the National Park Service urges visitors to continue to 
practice Leave No Trace principles, including pack-in and pack-out, to keep 
outdoor spaces safe and healthy. 
The 2020 lighthouse climbing seasons at the Cape Hatteras and Bodie Island 
lighthouses, and camping seasons at Oregon Inlet, Cape Point, Frisco, and 
Ocracoke campgrounds, are postponed until further notice.

Information about Cape Hatteras schools 
On Friday, May 1, Dare Schools Superintendent John Farrelly issued numerous 
announcements.
The system’s last remote learning day for students will be Friday, May 22. 
While the State Board of Education has made several grading policy adjustments 
given the COVID-19 pandemic, Dare School system does not intend to lower 
participation and grading standards, writes Farrelly. 
Dare County Schools teachers will work for the remaining days on the school 
calendar preparing a comprehensive K-12 transition plan for the fall when school 
resumes. A significant amount of curriculum work needs to be done. The district 
will also create various social distancing plans for the fall depending upon 
potential future COVID-19 impacts.



Electronic devices can be returned to schools during the week of May 26 through 
29, including wifi “Hot spots.” Students can also pick up any personal effects they 
may have left in school. 
Parents should look for a survey that will gauge interest in an optional summer 
remote learning program
Another survey goes out May 4 to seniors and parents to provide graduation 
ideas. No senior proms will be held this year. After review, graduations plans will 
be announced Monday, May 11.
The system’s Tuesday/Thursday meal programs will remain in place between now 
and at least August 1. On Tuesdays, Dare school officials are distributing new 
books to Kindergarten through eighth grade students. The program continues 
each Tuesday in May.

Celebrate Cape Hatteras graduating seniors
Islanders have an opportunity to celebrate Cape Hatteras Secondary School’s 
graduating seniors.
On Thursday, May 7, a car parade will cruise through every village on Hatteras 
Island.
The parade features the class of 2020 in caps and gowns in a vehicle-only 
procession that will extend from Hatteras to Rodanthe.
The parade begins at 1:30 in the afternoon at Teach’s Lair Marina in Hatteras 
village, and will follow NC Highway 12 through every town, including a loop 
through Avon village, before ending at the Island Convenience in Rodanthe.
The public is invited to come out to the roadway to cheer for the seniors as they 
head north along the island. Follow social distance guidelines.
If you are out Monday night, look for a glow from Cape Hatteras baseball, softball 
and soccer fields. 
Every Monday night at 20:20 or 8:20 at night, the lights on the fields will be lit for 
20 minutes and 20 seconds in honor of graduating seniors.

Get prepared
Another hurricane season is coming. So, it’s time to prepare.
We need to prepare each and every year. We now it only takes one storm to 
make an impact on our lives and our island.
Did you know that hurricanes or any tropical system can have FIVE major 
impacts? These include storm surge, flooding, strong wind, tornadoes and rip 
currents. North Carolina is one of the most hurricane ravaged states in the 



country. The entire state, from the mountains to the coast, is susceptible to 
hurricane and tropical storm impacts. 
Do don’t just focus on the wind speed. The Saffir-Simpson Scale is a wind scale 
that uses WIND only to estimate potential damage. Unfortunately this scale does 
not tell you about ALL of the impacts that a hurricane can produce. It does not tell 
how much rain will fall or how high the storm surge may be. It does not tell 
anything about potential impacts from tornadoes or rip currents. It also does not 
give information on how large the storm may be, or anything about the storm's 
movement. Keep this in mind this upcoming season. Pay attention to all the 
impacts from a storm and not just the category.
The most active months for tropical systems in North Carolina are August, 
September and October. However, hurricanes have impacted our state as early as 
May and as late as November! The peak tropical activity usually occurs in a six 
week period from mid-August to late September.
 
U.S. and NC flags lowered for former NC Senator Tony Rand
Governor Roy Cooper ordered all United States and North Carolina flags at state 
facilities to be lowered to half-staff until sunset Monday, May 4, 2020, in honor of 
former NC State Senator and Senate Majority Leader Tony Rand, who passed 
away on Friday. A native of Garner, Rand served more than 20 years in the North 
Carolina Senate. As Senator he represented North Carolina's 19th District and 
served as Chairman of the Rules Committee. 
After serving many years within North Carolina's General Assembly, Rand 
dedicated his time as Chairman of the Post-Release Supervision and Parole 
Commission and later as Chairman of the NC Lottery Commission.
Individuals, businesses, schools, municipalities, counties and other government 
subdivisions are encouraged to fly the flag at half-staff for the duration of time 
indicated.

Passenger Ferry contract canceled for 2020
Due to the impacts of COVID-19, the N.C. Department of Transportation has 
canceled its 2020 contract for the Ocracoke Express passenger ferry.
The passenger ferry was introduced last year as a transportation alternative for 
people traveling between Hatteras and Ocracoke islands. More than 28,600 
people used the passenger ferry last summer.
The Ferry Division will continue its vehicle ferries between Hatteras and Ocracoke 
in 2020 and will encourage those passengers to remain in their vehicles or stand 



at least six feet from other people while on board in response to the Coronavirus 
pandemic.
Ferry officials expect to decide whether to resume passenger ferry service next 
year in the coming months.

Red Cross blood drive set for tomorrow
On Monday, May 4, the American Red Cross is hosting a blood drive at The Inn on 
Pamlico Sound. The blood drive starts at 11 in the morning and runs to 4 in the 
afternoon.
The address of The Inn on Pamlico Sound is 49684 NC 12 in Buxton.

April Climate Summary for Cape Hatteras
April was hotter than normal and more than normal amounts of rain fell, reports 
the National Weather Service.
Mean April Temperature at Cape Hatteras was 62 point 3 degrees. That’s almost 3 
degrees above normal
Rainfall at Cape Hatteras in April measured at 6 and a quarter inches. That’s 3 
point 6 inches above normal.

Please be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly News Summary for May 10, 2020.

Phase One is in effect now
Phase One of North Carolina’s COVID-19 modified Stay at Home order went into 
effect Friday, May 8 at 5 o’clock in the afternoon. Dare County is now following 
the state’s rules.
It is also the first weekend that all non-resident property owners are welcomed to 
Hatteras Island.
Here are the abbreviated rules to follow:
The Stay at Home order remains in place. However, people can now leave home 
for more commercial destinations.
When you leave home, follow the three W’s: Wear a face covering. Wait six feet 
apart. And Wash your hands,



Retailers and services must implement social distancing, cleaning and other 
protocols. Businesses are to allow customers in the stores up to 50 percent of the 
store’s fire capacity. 
Certain businesses remain closed, including bars, personal care businesses, gyms 
and entertainment venues such as theaters, music venues and bowling alleys.
Restaurants may only serve customers through drive-through, take-out and 
delivery. 
Gatherings of 10 people or less are permitted. Outside, groups can practice 
distancing. Worship services can be held outside in an unenclosed space and if 
attendees follow social distancing.
Playgrounds remain closed.
It is strongly recommended that individuals wear a cloth face covering when 
leaving the house in case the six feet of separation cannot be maintained with 
other people who are not household and family members.
The number of positive test results for coronavirus in Dare County has increased 
by one to 19 as of Saturday, May 9.
Visitors will return to Dare, Hyde and Currituck counties next Saturday.
Dare County, in coordination with Hyde and Currituck Counties, will lift 
restrictions on entry for visitors beginning Saturday, May 16 at 12:01 a.m. This 
includes entry to Hatteras Island.

A new way to celebrate Cape Hatteras graduates
On Thursday, a Class of 2020 car parade traveled from Hatteras village to 
Rodanthe.
Pick-up trucks, vans and cars filled with 41 robed, soon-to-be graduates of Cape 
Hatteras Secondary School of Coastal Studies made up the caravan.
Lots of good-natured shouting and horn blowing came from the procession.
Hatteras Islanders and at least one person from Roanoke Island celebrated the 
class with balloons, signs, cheering and horn blowing from the roadside.
Portraits of every member of the class were arrayed in front of the Buxton school 
campus as a gift from the Cape Hatteras Booster Club. 
Information about graduation is to be released on May 11, 2020, by Dare County 
Schools superintendent John Farrelly.

Some exciting weather visited Hatteras Island
On Wednesday morning, thunderstorms brought a brief hailstorm to southern 
Hatteras Island.



Residents in Buxton, Frisco and Hatteras grabbed cameras to record the unusual 
event. The hail fell briefly around 9:15.
On Friday, the National Weather Service posted coastal flood and wind advisories 
for the island.
Wind picked up around 3 Friday afternoon, but didn’t subside until early Saturday 
afternoon.
In Frisco, top sustained wind speed was 25 miles per hour, with gust at 43 around 
8 Friday night. In Rodanthe, highest wind was 41 miles per hour from the East 
Northeast Saturday morning.
In Frisco, the low temperature was 50 degrees Saturday morning with a wind chill 
of 45 degrees. Rodanthe’s temperature was 47.5 degrees Saturday morning.

Red Cross blood drive successful
A Red Cross blood drive on Hatteras Island drew 48 donors who filled every time 
slot, reported the Island Free Press. The blood drive was held on Monday, May 4.
Café Pamlico in Buxton at the Inn on Pamlico was the site. Owner Steve Nelson 
invited the Red Cross to set up the necessary equipment at his establishment. 
Thanks Steve.

Federal agencies in Dare County host Secretary of the Interior
David L. Bernhardt, Secretary of the Interior, visited Alligator River National 
Wildlife Refuge, Cape Hatteras National Seashore and Wright Brothers National 
Memorial on Thursday, May 7.
The Outer Banks sites concluded a four-day tour of several national park sites in 
Virginia and North Carolina.
The secretary wanted to see first-hand how federal facilities were maintaining 
access for the public and mitigating risks from COVID-19.
On Thursday, the secretary talked with federal employees at maintenance 
facilities in the refuge and the seashore and a couple of anglers on the Bodie 
Island Beach. At Oregon Inlet Fishing Center, Bernhardt talked with the new 
lessee Russ King and charter boat owners. He met with the press at Bodie Island 
Light Station.
During the Dare County State of Emergency, most Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore beaches have remained open for people to stay healthy while following 
federal and state guidelines.
Beach users can help keep the beach areas open by staying at least 6 feet from 
each other and by limiting gatherings to 10 people or less at a single location.



Additionally, vehicles on the beach should be parked roughly 20 feet apart. 
All indoor facilities at Cape Hatteras National Seashore, Fort Raleigh National 
Historic Site, and Wright Brothers National Memorial are temporarily closed. 
Outdoor areas, including lighthouse grounds, are open.
During the press confab on Thursday, David Hallac, Superintendent, National 
Parks of Eastern North Carolina, said he hoped to open campgrounds and some 
restrooms by Memorial Day weekend. He said he was working with health 
officials to evaluate lighthouse climbing.

Hatteras Island Business Association has started 
A new Hatteras Island Business Association has started, reports the Island Free 
Press. 
Some 120 Hatteras Island business owners have joined. The association’s public 
Facebook page has over 1,100 followers in 12 days.
Look for blue and yellow ribbons for businesses that are participating.
The organization’s goal is to promote the businesses of Hatteras Island and create 
an environment where businesses can thrive and prosper.
For additional information, visit Island Free Press.

Avon Independence Day Fireworks canceled 
Sadly, Avon's annual Independence Day celebration, “Fireworks at the Beach 
2020,” is canceled. Amid growing concerns for the health and safety of everyone, 
Avon Pier Concessionaire Joe Thompson of Koru Village, Fireworks Committee 
Chair Pat Weston, and the Avon Property Owners Association made the call May 
7, 2020, to cancel the show.
In a press release, the organizers listed several reasons for the cancelation.
Following social distancing guidelines would be difficult on the normally crowded 
Avon beach. National Park Service is also uncertain when, or even if, they could 
issue a permit for the event. Joe Thompson has been working hard on getting the 
pier repaired from the damages of last year’s storms. Repair completion is going 
to be running close to the beginning of July.
And then there is the matter of funding for the event. 
Like most events on Hatteras Island, the Avon fireworks involves fundraising of 
generous donations from businesses, local residents, property owners, and 
visitors to the island. Dare County’s tourism board does make a contribution.



This year, with the closing of Dare County to non-residents, businesses relying on 
tourism have suffered severe economic impact, having completely lost the spring 
shoulder season.
At this time, it would be unconscionable to even think of asking for donations 
when most are having a tough go of it just trying to put food on their tables, say 
the fireworks organizers.
The organizers acknowledge and thank all past supporters and look forward to 
better days ahead for everyone.

Large Item Pick-Up in Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo and Avon set for May 13
Dare County Public Works will complete a previously postponed large item 
pick-up for residential customers in Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo and Avon on 
Wednesday, May 13. Materials must be at the curbside no later than 6 
Wednesday morning. 
Due to COVID-19, changes in pick-up procedures have been made. Material must 
be sorted into 4 separate piles in front of your property and placed in the right-of-
way. 
Large Item Pick-Up will be conducted by machinery.
Dare County employees will not sort piles. 
If an unacceptable item or unsorted pile remains on the roadside following pick-
up that indicates that it has been rejected and must be disposed of by the owner.
The four piles are

 Metal and Appliances - remove refrigerator doors
 Furniture, Mattresses and Boxsprings
 Tires
 Motor Oil in Spill Proof Containers

Keep piles at least 30 feet away from fire hydrants and be mindful of overhead 
power lines. Place items carefully so Dare County trucks will not be in danger of 
coming in contact with power lines.
The following items will not be collected: 
 old clothes, shoes 
 cardboard
 tree limbs, stumps, leaves, any yard-clearing debris
 construction and demolition materials such as lumber, toilets, windows, doors, 
etc.
 any hazardous materials like oil-based paint and pesticides. 
Please follow the rules. Dare County will not come back to pick-up a second time.



Stay safe and well out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for May 17, 2020.

Watch the weather
The National Hurricane Center issued a Tropical Storm Watch for Hatteras Island 
and other areas along the North Carolina Coast. Storm-force winds are possible as 
early as Sunday night, but most likely Monday.
The storm’s track may stay off the coast or come onshore.
Peak winds are forecast for 40 to 50 miles per hour with gusts to 65 miles per 
hour Monday.
Storm Surge potential is up to 2 feet above ground within surge prone areas
Rainfall is estimated at one inch.

Visitors are welcomed back to Hatteras Island; COVID-19 restrictions still in 
place
Hatteras Island and all of Dare County welcomed visitors back Saturday, May 16.
Welcome signs are plentiful. Blue and gold ribbons from the Hatteras Island 
Business Association are on business fronts.
Radio Hatteras business correspondent Tom Hranicka reports that since the May 
16 access announcement, weekly rental reservations have skyrocketed and that 
bookings for the remainder of the year are looking stronger than in several of the 
past few years.
For reducing the spread of COVID-19, North Carolina is operating under Phase 1 
of a three-phase process for reopening. Under Phase 1:
 People are allowed to leave their homes for commercial activity at any 
business that is open.
 Certain businesses remain closed, including bars, personal care businesses, 
entertainment venues, spas and gyms.
 Retail businesses are allowed to open at 50% capacity with cleaning and 
specific social distancing requirements from the state. Watch for signs about 
required wearing of masks and occupancy limits.
 When you leave the house remember the three Ws: Wear. Wait. Wash. Wear a 
face covering. Wait 6 feet apart and avoid contact with others. Wash your hands 
or use hand sanitizer often.



 Small outdoor gatherings are allowed, but gatherings of more than 10 people 
are still prohibited. On Saturday, May 16, 2020, a federal district court judge 
issued a temporary restraining order that prevents the state of North Carolina 
from taking any action against a place of worship that conducts religious services 
indoors. The order is effective immediately and will last for at least fourteen days.

Additional tips offered for Hatteras Island visitors
 Beaches are open but all beach patrons should follow social distancing 
guidelines.
 Social distancing does not stop when you hit the sand. Stay at least 6 feet apart 
from others outside of your household at all times. 
 Cape Hatteras Lighthouse area is open for walking as are boat ramps and the 
Oregon Inlet Fishing Center.
 Keep ocean hazards in mind. Cape Hatteras National Seashore lifeguards take 
stands May 23 at Cape Hatteras Lighthouse beach and Frisco beach. Rough surf is 
predicted for the first part of next week.
 At this time, restaurants are only permitted to provide take out, drive-through, 
or delivery. No seated service, indoors or outdoors, is allowed. If a restaurant has 
outdoor seating, onsite consumption in the outdoor seating area is not permitted. 
Look for restaurant information online or on Facebook.

Dredging at Hatteras Inlet started Friday
Dredging a channel in Hatteras Inlet started Friday, May 15.
The inlet is so clogged that boats cannot safely transit the waterway.
The issue was discussed at the Dare County Waterways Commission, Monday, 
May 11. 
“We need to fix the problem right now,” said Steve Coulter, commission 
chairman.
NCDOT’s pipeline dredge Manteo is now working to clear the South Ferry Cross-
Over Channel to the gorge.
As the dredge works, recreation and commercial boat operators will need to call 
the dredge to announce passage by the dredge. The main concern is the dredge 
pipe which, if an air pocket forms, can rise to the surface. Usually, the slurry will 
hold the pipe on the bottom. 
The crew works 12-hour shifts, from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. When the dredge is shut 
down for the evening the pipe will be left full of slurry.
The project calls for a 12-foot deep channel, 150 feet wide.



The dredging operation is a joint project between Dare County and NCDOT. Dare 
County’s dredging permit was modified to permit NCDOT to dredge the short cut.
The dredge spoil will be deposited in the NPS-NCDOT spoil site to the south of the 
ferry basin. NCDOT will use the sand to protect NC 12.

COVID-19 by the numbers
This past week, Dare County added four new COVID-19 cases, bringing the total to 
22 cases. 
“The most recent case is a Dare County resident. It is unclear how this individual 
came into contact with the virus which indicates the potential that the virus was 
acquired by community spread. This individual is recovering in home isolation,” 
stated Sheila Davies, Dare County Director, Health and Human Services. All 
identified direct contacts of this individual were notified on May 14.
Of the 22 cases, 17 patients have recovered or are asymptomatically cleared, one 
died and four are active. Active means an individual currently has the COVID-19 
virus and is being monitored daily by the health department. Of the four active 
cases, one is hospitalized and the other 3 are recovering in home isolation.

Updated guidance for COVID-19 testing issued Friday
The North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services issued updated 
guidance on who should be tested for COVID-19. The new guidance recommends 
that clinicians test any patient in whom COVID-19 is suspected.
The new guidance recommends clinicians ensure the following populations have 
access to testing, regardless of symptoms: 
 Anyone with symptoms suggestive of Covid-19, which are fever, cough, 
shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, chills, repeated shaking with chills, 
muscle pain, headache, sore throat, and new loss of taste or smell. Symptoms 
may appear 2-14 days after exposure. 
 Close contacts of known positive cases, regardless of symptoms 
 Persons who live in or have regular contact with high-risk settings (e.g., long-
term care facility, homeless shelter, correctional facility, migrant farmworker 
camp)
 Persons who are at high risk of severe illness (e.g., people over 65 years of age, 
people of any age with underlying health conditions)
 Persons who come from historically marginalized populations
 Health care workers or first responders (e.g. EMS, law enforcement, fire 
department, military)



 Front-line and essential workers (grocery store clerks, gas station attendants, 
etc.) in settings where social distancing is difficult to maintain.

Economic effects of virus
Some recently released statistics are showing the very serious impact of the 
COVID-19 shutdown.
Radio Hatteras Business correspondent Tom Hranicka writes that meal tax 
receipts were down 8.3 percent for the first quarter, but March receipts showed a 
44.5 percent decline from results as reported in March 2019.
Occupancy tax receipts were off a devastating 66.8 percent in March compared to 
March 2019. For the first quarter, receipts were down 32.3 percent.
Real estate sales of residential property increased 14.8 percent from January 
through April. Total dollar value was up almost 17 percent.
Hranicka writes that an estimate of the net effect of Dare County’s shutdown on 
the real estate market looks like about a 35 percent decline in pending new sales.

Business briefs
Businesses can stay up to date with operating guidelines by going to dare n c dot 
com slash covid business.
The Rodanthe pier is open and the Avon pier hopes to reopen in June after repair 
work is finished.
NCDOT ferry service between Hatteras village and Ocracoke is increased to 15 
departures daily.

Dare County Parks and Recreation Update on Spring and Summer Programs
Dare County Parks and Recreation canceled the remainder of the scheduled 
spring programs with the exception of the dance program. The dance program 
has tentatively been rescheduled to begin in September 2020.
Participants registered for spring programs may elect to receive a full refund or an 
account credit for a future activity. The deadline for requesting a refund is June 1. 
After that date, those remaining will receive an account credit.
Summer registration will open June 1 for camps in July and August. No camps will 
be held in June 2020. An updated newsletter will be released by Wednesday, May 
27 that includes available camps with the new guidelines.
Online registration is strongly encouraged. If you are unable to register online, 
you have the option to fax or email the registration form to the Fessenden Center. 
The center’s phone number is 475-5650.



Speed limit lowered in Hatteras Island villages
On Friday, May 15, the speed limit was lowered to 35 miles per hour in Rodanthe, 
Waves, Salvo, Avon and Frisco. Lowered speed limit is customary from May 15 to 
September 15.

Upcoming this next week
Dare County’s board of commissioners meets virtually at 5 o’clock in the 
afternoon on Monday, May 18.
A hearing will be held about temporary provisions for Restaurants and Mobile 
Food Units.
The Outer Banks Restaurant Association requested temporary measures on 
outdoor seating and mobile food trucks in response to the COVID-19 social 
distancing measures.
Up for hearing are some guidelines for outdoor seating and parking regulations 
and other adjustments for restaurants in unincorporated Dare County. 
To review the proposals online, go to dare n c dot com under the tab for board of 
commissioners. The proposals are in the agenda book for the May 18 meeting.
Also at the meeting, Dare County manager Robert L. Outten will present the draft 
budget for fiscal year 2021.
The meeting is streamed. The connection is through dare n c dot com

Operations at Cape Hatteras National Seashore added May 22
Beginning May 22, the following services will be available:
 Restrooms at Cape Hatteras beach and sound-side parking areas will be open. 
Visitor centers will not be open.
 Camping, with limited capacity will be available at Cape Hatteras 
campgrounds; however, campsite reservations and payments will only be 
available online. Campers must use recreation.gov for making campground 
reservations and payments.
 Trash services in some locations. Everyone is encouraged to “pack it in, pack it 
out” as trash service will remain limited.

Stay safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

http://www.recreation.gov/


Weekly news summary for Sunday, May 24.

Welcome to visitors.
Hatteras Island is filled with visitors this Memorial Day Weekend. Welcome.
Campgrounds and vacation home rental agents are reporting maximum capacity.
Thanks for coming to this wonderful place we call home and thanks for listening 
to Radio Hatteras.

Weather is always story on Hatteras Island. But, wait around. It changes quickly.
Tropical Storm Arthur is an example. After days of following a tropical depression, 
the first named storm of 2020 came on Monday and when away quickly.
But high seas and easterly winds at mid-week sent ocean water over dunes north 
of Rodanthe and in northern Buxton. 
The highway remained passable. Motorists were advised to use caution, and to 
drive slowly, as saltwater can damage vehicles.
South Avon beach was narrowed and the Avon Fishing Pier was damaged by 
aggressive waves and winds.

On Saturday, Cape Point was closed
Cape Point in Buxton was closed Saturday morning, May 23, to protect two 
American oystercatcher chicks.
A protective buffer for the nest was installed April 5, and the hatching of the eggs 
on May 23 resulted in an expanded protection area that includes the Bypass 
Road.
ORV Ramp 44, the off-road vehicle ramp leading to the point, is open for .36 
miles, with the rest of the shoreline closed to protect the oystercatcher chicks.
Cape Point Campground is closed until Thursday.
Due to flooded conditions, Cape Point Campground is closed until May 28, 2020. 
All reservations for this time frame have been canceled and refunds will be 
issued.

Heroic rescue by local citizen 
Last Saturday, Frisco resident, Jeffrey Del Monte, performed a heroic ocean 
rescue of two children in Frisco.
Del Monte, along with his wife and friend, were driving an off-road vehicle on the 
beach near Ramp 49 in Frisco, when they heard screams of children and panic on 
the beach.



As they surveyed the water trying to locate the screams, two young girls, were 
spotted apparently struggling while being swept out in a rip current. Jeffrey swam 
out and retrieved the first of two girls and passed her to his friend for a lengthy 
swim back to shore.
Jeffrey then searched the surface of the water for the second young girl and 
found her. Del Monte brought the child to the beach from nearly 100 yards out. 
After both girls were safely on the beach, Jeffrey and his friend tended to them 
until Dare County Emergency Medical Services and a Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore Ranger arrived on scene.
Jeffrey Del Monte was praised by Dare County’s Board of Commissioners on 
Monday, May 18. Jeffrey Del Monte is the assistant fire chief at Buxton Volunteer 
Fire Department.
The Atlantic Ocean beach rough this past week. Water rescues were executed by 
Hatteras Island teams.
Early Friday afternoon, Chicamacomico Banks Water Rescue team rescued two 
adults about 140 yards out from the beach. Jeremy Carpenter and Sharon 
Lockhart Jordan used a jet ski with sled to bring the two back to the beach. 
Carpenter retrieved the doughnut float. Surf was running five to seven feet. 
Emergency Medical Services was not needed.
School’s out
Dare County Schools and the system’s students and staff finished a challenging 
school year Friday, May 22.
The schools closed March 13. Teachers and staff worked for a week before 
starting virtual school. Electronic devices were available to all students. WIFI 
hotspots were distributed to those students without internet connection.
Students and parents went to school electronically for nine weeks.
Teachers and staff will now prepare for next year.
At Cape Hatteras Secondary, students will turn in computers, hotspots, library 
books, sports equipment, textbooks, musical instruments from 8 to 3:30, Tuesday 
through Friday, May 26 through 29.
Pre-ordered yearbooks can be picked up at that time.
Social distancing will be in place.
Report cards for all students will be available in PowerSchool June 12.
An announcement on the Dare County Schools high school graduation plan will be 
made by June 1.
The school meal program will continue throughout the summer at Cape Hatteras 
Elementary on Tuesdays and Thursday from 11:30 to 1 o’clock.



COVID-19 updated 
The number of positive COVID-19 tests in Dare County has remained at 22 for the 
past nine days. Of those 22 Dare County cases, 19 have recovered or are 
asymptomatically cleared, one died and two are active. Of the two active cases, 
one is hospitalized and one is recovering in home isolation. 
As of May 23, in North Carolina, 22,725 cases of COVID-19 have been lab-
confirmed. Of that total 1,107 are newly confirmed, and represent the highest 
daily total recorded in North Carolina during the pandemic. 
In North Carolina, 737 fatalities associated with COVID-19 are listed. This is an 
increase of 9 deaths from the previous day. The state is reporting 589 
hospitalizations due to coronavirus. The number of hospitalizations increased by 
21.
On Friday, May 22 at 5 p.m., North Carolina started Phase 2 reopening. The stay 
at home order was lifted but older and vulnerable adults were advised to stay 
home. Restaurants can operate at 50 percent capacity. Last Monday, Dare County 
commissioners passed temporary rules for restaurant and food truck operations. 

First case of children’s syndrome
On Thursday, May 21, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human 
Resources reported the first case of Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in 
Children associated with COVID-19.
At a news conference, Thursday, Mandy Cohen, Secretary of the NC Department 
of Health and Human Services, described the disease as “a very rare inflammatory 
disease.” She said the child with the disease was doing well.
Because children with this syndrome may become seriously ill, it is important that 
parents and caregivers know the signs and symptoms their children may have so 
they can get help right away.
Most children with the syndrome have fever, a temperature of 100.4 degrees 
lasting several days, along with other symptoms. Other common symptoms 
include:

 Irritability or decreased activity
 Abdominal pain without another explanation
 Diarrhea
 Vomiting
 Rash
 red or pink eyes



 Poor feeding
 Red, cracked lips or red, bumpy tongue that looks like a strawberry
 Swollen hands and feet, which might also be red

Call your child’s doctor immediately if your child has a persistent fever plus any of 
the above symptoms. The syndrome is not contagious, but children with these 
symptoms could have COVID-19 or another infection that may be contagious. 
Parents and caregivers should take precautions to prevent spread.

Protect Yourself from Unemployment Fraud
The U.S. Secret Service has alerted the North Carolina Attorney General about an 
unemployment fraud scheme targeting people in states across the country, 
including North Carolina.
The scammers, based in Nigeria, use personal information stolen in data breaches 
and hacks to file for unemployment in someone else’s name.
If you receive mail about unemployment benefits you did not request, or if you 
apply for unemployment and are denied because a request was already filed in 
your name, report it to the N.C. Department of Commerce, Division of 
Employment Security. The best way to prevent unemployment fraud is to protect 
your personal and financial information:
Beware of phishing scams.
Protect your personal information.
Guard your PINs and passwords.
If you believe you might be a victim of unemployment fraud, report it to the N.C. 
Department of Commerce, Division of Employment Security or call the Consumer 
Protection Division at 1-877-5-NO-SCAM.

Count on Me NC training in place
A free on-line training program is available to help restaurants and hospitality 
businesses that serve food learn the best ways to protect customers and 
employees from COVID-19. 
The program is called “Count on Me NC.” Additional phases will expand to other 
tourism businesses.
Across North Carolina, 3,500 businesses have already completed Count on Me NC 
training. Participating businesses will receive printable certificates to display in 
their establishments to show they completed the training. 
Learn more on how to participate at Count On Me NC dot org.

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=14297614&msgid=477940&act=KLZM&c=1346310&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fcountonmenc.org%2F&cf=13425&v=04af2f5ecd4a9dcb4d19efa16b7d5f734177cadb79fc3a8220d105981d95ff5b


Cape Hatteras Lighthouse Beach on best beach list
Hatteras and Ocracoke islands again have beaches on the Dr. Beach 10 Best 
Beaches list.
The Ocracoke Lifeguarded Beach ranked the Number 2 best beach in the country, 
and the Lighthouse Beach in Buxton ranked as the Number 5 best beach.
Coastal expert Dr. Stephen Leatherman, director of the Florida International 
University’s Laboratory for Coastal Research, has published America’s Top 10 
beaches since 1991.
His rankings are based on 50 criteria, including water and sand quality, facilities, 
management and the presence of lifeguards.
Ocracoke Lighthouse Beach landed the Number 1 spot in 2007.
On the 2020 list, Grayton Beach State Park is Number 1 and Caladesi Island, also 
in Florida, ranked Number 6. Hawaii has two beaches on the list. Beaches were 
also listed in New York, Massachusetts, California and South Carolina. 

Upcoming Events
Hatteras Island trash collection will operate on normal schedule Monday, May 25.
The Buxton Transfer Station and Rodanthe Recycle Center will be closed on 
Monday, May 25 in observance of Memorial Day.
Dare County Public Works is hosting a Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
Hatteras Island residents. Label any unmarked containers before drop off if the 
contents are known.
The Buxton collection will take place Friday, May 29 from 2 to 4 o’clock at the 
Buxton Transfer Station located at 47015 Buxton Back Road. 
The list of accepted materials is long. Some types of waste are paint, adhesives, 
motor oil, antifreeze and other vehicle liquids, household cleaners, batteries, pool 
chemicals, fluorescent light bulbs.
Don’t bring 55 gallon drums of material, radioactive material, explosives or 
bullets. 

Cape Hatteras Electric Office reopens
On Tuesday, May 26, Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative reopens its front office 
on Light Plant Road in Buxton. For those who need to come to the office, face 
masks are highly encouraged. If you do not have a mask, the cooperative has 
some available. Signs are in the lobby designating six feet. Business with the 
cooperative can still be conducted by calling 995-5616 or on the website, c h e c 
dot c o o p.



Large Item Pick-Up Scheduled for Tuesday, June 2 in Buxton, Frisco and Hatteras 
Village
Dare County Public Works will complete large item pick-up for residential 
customers in Buxton, Frisco, and Hatteras Village on Tuesday, June 2. Materials 
must be at the curbside no later than 6 in the morning on Tuesday, June 2. There 
will not be a second-day pick-up.
No commercial business debris will be picked up.
Due to COVID-19, County Personnel will not sort piles. Large Item Pick-Up will 
be conducted by machinery and cannot be sorted.
All material MUST be sorted into 4 SEPARATE PILES, in the right-of-way, in front 
of your property, at least 30 feet from a fire hydrant.
Debris is to be sorted into the following piles: 
1. Metal and Appliances - remove refrigerator doors
2. Furniture, Mattresses and Box springs 
3. Tires 
4. Motor Oil in Spill Proof Containers 
Construction and demolition debris and yard debris will not be picked up. I am 
repeating this. Construction and demolition debris and yard debris will not be 
picked up. Again, these items will not be picked up: tree limbs, stumps, leaves, 
any yard-clearing debris, construction/demolition materials such as lumber, 
toilets, windows, doors.
Additional items that will not be collected are clothes, shoes, cardboard, etc., 
any hazardous materials (oil-based paint, pesticides, etc.). Water-based paint can 
be picked up but must be dried out. All normal household garbage must be 
disposed of in regular trash cans.
If an unacceptable item or unsorted pile remains on the roadside following pick-
up, that indicates that it has been rejected and must be disposed by the owner. 
These items may be brought to Buxton Transfer Station, Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 to 3:45, and Saturday 8:30 to Noon or to the Dare County C&D Landfill 
in Manns Harbor, Monday through Friday 8 to 5, and Saturday 8 to Noon. The first 
500 pounds for residential customers are free. More details can be found at 
darenc.com/PublicWorks.
When placing items at curbside, be mindful of overhead power lines. Remember, 
items are to be placed in front of your property, not someone else’s and not on 
NC 12 unless you have a residence on the highway.

https://www.darenc.com/departments/public-works/c-d-landfill-rubble-transfer-station


That’s the news and information for this week. Be safe out there. This is Radio 
Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for Sunday May 31. 

Rodanthe house collapses into Atlantic Ocean

A Rodanthe beach box house collapsed into the ocean around 1:30 a.m., Friday, 
May 29.
The small, oceanfront cottage at 23238 Sea Oats Dr. in north Rodanthe was 
completely destroyed.
The building owned by John V. Redden and Wanda S. Redden, Mooresville, N.C., 
has been on the endangered list for years and unoccupied for a year.
Early Friday morning, General Contractor Philip Edwards was on the scene starting 
cleanup.
The debris field stretched from Sea Oats to Mirlo Beach and beyond into the Pea 
Island National Wildlife Refuge.
In a house across the street, Dean Lally and family members evacuated their 
oceanfront rental house. The now collapsed house was heading toward them on 
south swells.
On Saturday, Chicamacomico Banks Water Rescue Team and volunteers along 
with the contractor worked at cleaning debris off the beach before the wind 
shifted to north to send debris southward.

Rain and more rain clogs roads
On Saturday, NC 12 in Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo was awash in rain water left 
over from rain storms on Friday and Saturday morning.
The standing water led to treacherous driving conditions. In Rodanthe, at least 1 
and a half inches of rain fell.

Dare County’s proposed 2021 on commissioner’s agenda Monday
On Monday, June 1 at 9:30 a.m., Dare County’s Board of Commissioners will hold 
a public hearing on the Manager’s proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2021.



The proposed budget is posted on the Dare County website under the finance 
department’s annual budgets.
The commissioners’ meeting will be held online, with all seven commissioners in 
the regular meeting room in the county’s governmental complex on Roanoke 
Island. Meeting link available at Dare N C dot com.
Comments on the budget can be made to all commissioners by emailing before or 
during the public hearing. Email dcboc@darenc.com. 
Comments on the proposed budget in person will also be allowed during the 
public hearing.
The proposed budget is austere due to the effects of COVID-19 on the county’s 
revenue stream. The manager’s total budget with the General Fund plus 10 
separate funds declines 5.59%. The General Fund, the government’s operating 
fund, declines 1.53% to $107 million. The total budget is $159.38 million.
County Manager Robert L. Outten states in his budget message that the first 
quarter of the new fiscal year sales tax revenue will decline 10% and in 
subsequent quarters, 2.5%. Occupancy tax revenue decreases in crucial months of 
July, August and September.
Expenditures are cut.
In personnel, no new positions are created. 
The health plan has a 5% projected increase.
No Cost of Living Adjustment or merit pay is included for employees.
Dare County Schools. Using the school funding formula would have resulted in an 
increase of $653,470.” Instead the Dare County budget for schools sets aside 
$23.23 million, the same amount as the current fiscal year for local current 
expense base. In addition, the county’s budget funds $1.25 for county-employed 
school nurses and school resource officers. The total allocated for school 
operations is $24,476,894.
For more budget details, see the County Manager’s message at the start of the 
budget document.
The meeting starts at 9 a.m.

Nesting loggerhead sea turtle found dead on Cape Hatteras National Seashore 
beach
On Memorial Day at 5:30 a.m., national seashore staff found a dead loggerhead 
sea turtle south of Ramp 49 in Frisco. It is likely that the sea turtle died from a 
vehicle collision during a time of day when vehicles are prohibited from being on 
the beach. The Seashore is actively investigating this incident. Anyone with 

mailto:dcboc@darenc.com


information that may help determine the circumstances and events that led to 
the death of the nesting loggerhead are asked to contact the Dare County 
Community CrimeLine or the National Park Service’s Investigative Services Branch 
(ISB). 
Cape Hatteras Access Preservation Alliance has notified the Seashore that it is 
offering a $2,500 reward on behalf of the Outer Banks Preservation Association, 
NC Beach Buggy Association, and Cape Hatteras Anglers Club for information 
leading to the identification of the person responsible for the sea turtle death.

Updates about COVID-19 testing in Dare County
COVID-19 Drive-thru Testing Event June 2
Appointments for a COVID-19 test may still be available for the June 2 mass 
testing in Dare County.
The event will be held at the Soundside Event Site in Nags Head.
The tests are offered to permanent residents of Dare and Hyde County ages 10 
and older.
To schedule an appointment, call 252-475-5008. If calling from Dare County, the 
number is 475-5008.
Results from COVID-19 Diagnostic Testing held on May 26
A total of 178 individuals were tested for COVID-19 during the drive-thru testing 
event. Dare County Health Department has received results back on 171 of the 
specimens. Of the 171 specimens, 169 were negative and 2 were deemed invalid. 
The invalid specimens were determined to be inadequate for testing and those 
individuals have been contacted to be retested. As of Saturday afternoon, the 
department had not released the results for the seven outstanding tests.
North Carolina figures on confirmed cases and deaths keep rising.
On May 30, the number of lab-confirmed cases reached 27,673 and increase of 
1,185 cases.
Sadly, deaths now number 877, showing that 18 more North Carolinians have 
perished from this virus. The number of people in hospitals with COVID-19 are 
638, a decrease of 42 patients.
Dare cases numbers stay the same
Since May 14, lab-confirmed cases in Dare County have remained at 22.
Of that total, 19 have recovered, one is hospitalized, one is recovering from home 
and one has died



Governor Cooper Extends Moratorium on Utility Cut Offs and Implements 
Evictions Moratorium
On Saturday, May 30, Governor Roy Cooper signed Executive Order No. 142 to 
extend the prohibition of utility shut-offs and implement a moratorium on 
evictions.
The Order was effective Saturday.
The Council of State concurred on this Executive Order with no objections. 
Though the Order allows for extended windows to pay rent and utility bills, all 
tenants and customers are still ultimately responsible for making their rent and 
utility payments. 
The Order’s evictions moratorium:

 Is effective immediately and lasts for 21 days from Saturday
 Prevents landlords from initiating summary ejections or other eviction 

proceedings against a tenant for nonpayment or late payment of rent;
 Prevents landlords from assessing late fees or other penalties for late or 

nonpayment;
 Prevents the accumulation of additional interest, fees, or other penalties 

for existing late fees while this Order is in effect;
 Requires landlords to give tenants a minimum of six months to pay 

outstanding rent;
 Requires leases to be modified to disallow evicting tenants for reasons of 

late or non-payments; and
 Makes clear that evictions for reasons related to health and safety can take 

place.
The Order’s utility shutoff moratorium:

 Continues effective immediately and lasts 60 days;
 Prohibits utility disconnections for all customers;
 Prohibits billing or collection of late fees, penalties, and other charges for 

failure to pay; and
 Extends repayment plans at least six months, and sets the default term for 

repayment to six months for cases when the utility and customer cannot 
agree on the terms of an extended repayment plan.

Upcoming Events.
Dare County Parks and Recreation has announced 2020 Summer Camps
Registration begins Monday, June 1 for Hatteras Island’s Fessenden Center camps 
in July and August. Look for the recent Fessenden Center newsletter for detailed 



instructions. Copies are available in village post offices or call the Fessenden 
Center at 475-5650.
Camps being offered this summer are done so with consideration of the current 
social distancing requirements. Necessary screenings and precautions will be 
taken every day with campers.
Camps offered including Start Smart Soccer, Start Smart Basketball, Start Smart 
Tennis, Adventure Cooking, Art Camp and Heath Palooza.

Rodanthe Bridge meeting set for June 4
State transportation officials will hold a virtual information meeting June 4 on the 
ongoing Rodanthe Bridge project.
The meeting will be held 6 to 8 p.m. 
The N.C. Department of Transportation is raising the highway onto a 2.4-mile 
bridge that extends over the Pamlico Sound between the southern end of the Pea 
Island National Wildlife Refuge and Rodanthe
The bridge is due for completion in the fall of 2021. 
During the meeting, NCDOT officials and project engineers will provide an update 
on the project’s progress and answer questions.
People may listen to just the audio portion of the meeting by calling 1-786-535-
3211. When prompted, use the access code 477-482-485.

Cape Hatteras Secondary’s drive-in graduation is set for June 11.
On Thursday, May 28, Dare County School Board unanimously approved a drive-in 
high school graduation plan and scheduled a time for a traditional ceremony in 
July.
For Cape Hatteras Secondary, the drive-in event is set for Thursday, June 11 on 
the baseball field and will follow social distancing guidelines.
Families may attend the event. Masks are required. Organizers expect that each 
family can have 6 to 7 members in attendance for a family photo. The graduate 
will also be photographed with diploma. At the time of official photographs masks 
may be removed. A video will be released in mid-June combining all 
presentations.
Directions for the drive-in event will be sent to seniors by school administrators.
The traditional ceremony is tentatively scheduled for Cape Hatteras graduates on 
July 18 and 7 o’clock in the evening at a place to be announced.



And lastly, the information about the large item pick-up in Buxton, Frisco and 
Hatteras village is repeated.
Large Item Pick-Up is Scheduled for Tuesday, June 2 in Buxton, Frisco and 
Hatteras Village
All material MUST be sorted into 4 SEPARATE PILES, in the right-of-way, in front 
of your property. Debris is to be sorted into the following piles: 
Metal and Appliances - remove refrigerator doors
Furniture, Mattresses and Box springs 
Tires 
Motor Oil in Spill Proof Containers 
Construction and demolition debris and yard debris will not be picked up. 
Additional items that will not be collected are clothes, shoes, cardboard, etc., 
any hazardous materials (oil-based paint, pesticides, etc.).
If an unacceptable item or unsorted pile remains on the roadside following pick-
up, that indicates that it has been rejected and must be disposed by the owner. 
These rejected items may be brought to Buxton Transfer Station, Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 to 3:45, and Saturday 8:30 to Noon. The first 500 pounds for 
residential customers are free. 

Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly News Summary for June 7, 2020.

Dare commissioners pass austere budget
On June 1, 2020, Dare County Board of Commissioners unanimously passed its 
Fiscal Year 2021 budget.
The proposed budget is austere due to the effects of COVID-19 on the county’s 
revenue stream. The FY 2021 budget with the General Fund plus separate funds 
totals $159.38. The General Fund, the government’s operating fund, is $107.07 
million.
The budget is based on a revenue neutral rate.

Rodanthe bridge update presented by NCDOT



The Rodanthe bridge is 39 percent complete and still on track to open in Fall 
2021.
The state’s transportation department held a quarterly update meeting online 
Thursday, June 4.
Pablo Hernandez, NCDOT Resident Engineer, provided the update on the $145.33 
million bridge.
Hernandez indicated that driving pilings at the north end was a challenge. The 
contractor Flatiron Constructors and NCDOT are working together on ways to 
speed up trestle structure leapfrogging.
At the south end, Hernandez pointed to the progress on the round-about where 
drainage pipe and earthwork have been completed. The next phase calls for 
curbing and paving. Lane closures are not anticipated this summer.
Hernandez indicated that the bridge at the south end has now turned the curve 
and is on a straight line heading toward the north end of the bridge.
Regarding the Pappy Lane shipwreck, Hernandez reported that pile driving had no 
effect. “It’s still there, still visible underwater.”

A speedy recovery is reported
Visitors were welcomed back to Hatteras Island June 16.
Radio Hatteras business correspondent Tom Hranicka reports the island real 
estate market didn’t just recover, it took off like a rocket.
New pending residential sales have more than tripled in the past month.
The rebound is not confined to real estate sales. Once a firm reentry day was set, 
rental reservations also went through the roof.
Major property management firms reported 100 percent occupancy of available 
rental cottages.
Hopefully, these positive trends will continue, opines Hranicka.

A month ago, lots of people in Dare were unemployed
In April, unemployment in Dare County was highest in state at 24.5%
In April 2020, that percentage is based on a labor force of 20,221 and 
unemployed at 4,949 people. 
The April not seasonally adjusted statewide rate was 12.5 percent.
Some 77 counties had unemployment rates above 10%. 
Since March 15, over one million people have filed unemployment claims in North 
Carolina.



On June 4, another 10,282 individuals filed claims, as reported by the North 
Carolina Division of Economic Security. 
The Division of Economic Security has been unable to handle the huge influx of 
claimants. More than 300,000 North Carolinians are waiting for a response from 
the Division. 
 
Deck collapse in Avon; no serious injuries
Around 7:30 p.m., Friday, June 5, a deck collapsed in Avon. 
Three people from northern Virginia were transported by Dare County Emergency 
Medical Services to The Outer Banks Hospital. All were released, reports The 
Coastland Times.
The rental cottage is on Sandfiddler Lane. The one story cottage was built in 1978.
Dare County Fire Marshal Steve Kovacs reported that the deck collapse was 
caused by a failure within one girder attached to a pylon. 
Some 15 members of the Hatteras Island Rescue Squad responded to the call. The 
squad has trained for a deck collapse incident. 
Also responding were members of the Avon Volunteer Fire Department, Dare 
County Sheriff’s deputies, two Emergency Medical Services teams, and Dare 
County building inspectors.

Total COVID-19 cases in Dare creep up
On Friday, June 5, Dare County Health and Human Services reported 26 COVID-19 
lab-confirmed cases.
Overall, 10 males and 16 females have tested positive. Some 15 cases are in 
people over 50.
Of the total, 20 positive tests were among Dare County residents and six positive 
tests were among non-residents. 
Of the local cases, 16 have recovered or are asymptomatically cleared and three 
are in home isolation. Sadly, one death has been recorded.
Of the six cases among non-residents, four have recovered, one is in isolation in 
Dare County and one has been transferred to the person’s home county.

Graduation is set for June 11 at Cape Hatteras Secondary
The Class of 2020 of Cape Hatteras Secondary School has drive-in graduation June 
11.
Seniors and families have been invited to attend a graduation ceremony set on 
the baseball field. 



Seniors signed up for a 10-minute time slot between 9 in the morning and 5 in the 
evening. Photographs of each graduate with diploma and then of family will be 
offered.
The valedictorian and salutatorian will deliver their speeches during the diploma 
awarding time. The guest speaker will present her remarks at 5 p.m.
 
Looking forward
Dare County commissioners set a hearing on a Buxton zoning request for Monday, 
June 15 at 5 in the afternoon.
John Canning has applied to have property at 49251 NC 12, Buxton, rezoned to C-
3. Commercial. The property is now zoned R-3, high density residential.
The property currently has a minor mobile home park and a 30-foot by 50-foot 
storage building that Canning uses for personal storage and a workshop.
If approved, Canning will operate a commercial storage yard at the rear portion of 
the two-acre lot. Canning will be required to submit a site specific plan to 
separate the mobile home park from the storage area.
Granting the request is recommended by the Dare County Planning Board.

On June 16, Avon Farmers Market opens
About 40 vendors have signed up for opening day Tuesday, June 16. 
The market runs from 9 in the morning to 1 in the afternoon, every Tuesday 
through September 8.
In this time of COVID-19, the market will promote social distancing between 
people and tents. Market organizers ask that masks be worn. No animals are 
allowed. And, please look with your eyes and not your hands. 

Hurricane Season started this past week. Already three storms have claimed 
names. 

Be safe. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.



Weekly News Summary for June 14, 2020.

Cape Hatteras Secondary School holds commencement outside
In this strange time of coronavirus, the Class of 2020 participated in an outside 
and intimate commencement.
On June 11, class members walked across a portion of the athletic field, took the 
stairs to a stage where they picked up diplomas, stood for the traditional 
photograph with the principal and then walked off the stage to be quickly 
engulfed by family members.
This commencement featured the graduate and the graduate’s family up close to 
the awarding of the diploma.
Amy Chen is the class Valedictorian and recipient for the Citizenship Award for 
her tutoring and service work. She will attend University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill.
John Contestable is the class Salutatorian. He will attend University of North 
Carolina at Wilmington.
The Class of 2020 received $151,893 in scholarships to pursue post-secondary 
education. Six graduates are attending North Carolina universities, nine are 
aiming for College of The Albemarle and seven more will attend community 
colleges elsewhere. Two will attend private colleges and two will join the 
workforce.
Four graduates are slated to join the U.S. Coast Guard and two will join the U.S. 
Army. 
Baldwin Video Productions recorded the Cape Hatteras Secondary School 
commencement event. The video record will be posted on the school and the 
Dare County Schools websites later this week.
The event start shortly after 9 o’clock and ended at 4:45 in the afternoon. The sun 
shown on commencement for most of the day. A few threatening clouds rolled in 
late afternoon. The wind was brisk and gusty at times. The gusts sometimes 
liberated mortarboards. 

Multiple agencies search Pamlico Sound for missing swimmer
At 2 p.m. Wednesday afternoon, an 18-year-old male from Ripley, West Virginia, 
was reported missing in the Pamlico Sound near the Haulover Sound Access, 
between Buxton and Avon. Multiple agencies responded to the incident.
The young man’s body was recovered by an underwater team Thursday morning.



Around 11 o’clock, a side-scan sonar provided by Hertford County Office of 
Emergency Management identified a body on the floor of the Pamlico Sound in 
about 10 feet of water, close to where the swimmer went missing. The body was 
brought to the shoreline where it was identified as the missing 18-year-old.
Searchers working on the incident came from the U.S. Coast Guard, Hatteras 
Island Rescue Squad, North Carolina Marine Patrol, North Carolina Wildlife 
Resources Commission, Dare County Sheriff’s Office, Dare County Emergency 
Medical Services, and Cape Hatteras National Seashore. 

Hatteras Inlet remains clogged
The Dare County Waterways Commission meeting June 8 started with a reminder 
of how clogged Hatteras Inlet is.
Commission Chairman Steve Coulter was waiting outside the inlet for the tide to 
change so he could safely transit the tricky, clogged outlet to the sea. He missed 
the meeting.
The NCDOT pipeline dredge, the MANTEO, is working on the South Ferry Cross-
Over channel. It’s been hampered by a Tropical Storm and bad weather, required 
crew furloughs due to NCDOT’s budget situation, maintenance issues, and tide 
running so strong dredging cannot happen.
On Monday, about 1,000 feet, including the badly shoaled area, remained to be 
dredged. 
Dare County asked the state’s Department of Environmental Quality to extend its 
Hatteras Inlet dredging permit to July 1.
The Avon Harbor project is moving along. A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will 
provide a survey. A rapidly eroding harbor area threatens to close the north side 
of the harbor.
Under new business, Dare County staffer Brent Johnson is working to reauthorize 
a longer federal channel for Hatteras Inlet. Three entities – Dare County, NCDOT 
Ferry Division and Army Corps -- are all involved in seeking dredging permits for 
different sections of the inlet.

Businesses recovering
Local restaurants are seeing lines of customers and rental agencies are accepting 
reservations at a record setting pace, says Radio Hatteras Business Correspondent 
Tom Hranicka.



To ease congestion in Hatteras village, the North Carolina Ferry Division is 
increasing the number of ferry trips to Ocracoke from 36 to 52 starting Tuesday, 
June 16. Recent wait times for a ferry have been up to two hours.
The Cape Hatteras National Seashore has announced an opportunity to lease the 
Avon Pier. The formal application process started June 8. The national seashore is 
converting pier operations from a concession agreement to a lease. Details can be 
found on the Cape Hatteras National Seashore website.
In the not so good business news category, figures on meal tax and occupancy tax 
receipts show the effect of COVID-19 restrictions on the island economy.
From January through April 2020, meal tax receipts were 52 percent lower than 
during the same four months in 2019. Occupancy taxes for the first four months 
of 2020 were down almost 70 percent compared to last year.

COVID-19 update from North Carolina and Dare County
North Carolina COVID-19 metric trends are increasing and state officials are 
concerned.
To flatten the curve, to reopen schools in the fall, to reopen businesses, “it has to 
be everyone working together,” said Mandy Cohen, N.C. Secretary of Health and 
Human Services.
Both Cohen and Governor Roy Cooper expressed concern about rising numbers at 
a press conference Friday, June 12.
As of Saturday, June 13, lab-confirmed cases reached 42,676 across the state, an 
increase of 1,427 cases. For the last three days, new lab-confirmed cases have 
exceeded 1,000.
The average testing for the week is 15,000 tests daily, a major increase.
The hospitalization metric showed 823 persons. Cohen said the state still has 
capacity in available hospital beds, ICU rooms and ventilators.

Wearing masks not mandatory, but strongly encouraged, in Dare County
On June 11, the Dare County Control Group met for the first time in almost a 
month. The topic considered was make wearing face masks mandatory.
States a media release, “the group determined that the wearing of face masks will 
continue to be strongly encouraged but not mandatory. The main reason for this 
is the inability to enforce a mandatory mask requirement.” 
Dare County’s dashboard numbers changed Saturday with the report of one new 
case. 
The number of positive COVID-19 test results is now 33 in the county.



The latest coronavirus victim is a male resident 25 to 49 years of age. He is 
recovering in home isolation.
The case brings the total number of resident cases to 23 and non-residents to 10 
cases.
Of the 23 resident cases, 17 have recovered, four are recovering at home, one is 
hospitalized and one has died.
Help reduce the spread of COVID-19 in Dare County by following the 3Ws - wear, 
wait and wash. 

 Wear a cloth face covering if you will be with other people. 
 Wait 6 feet apart. Avoid close contact.
 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use 

hand sanitizer

Coming up this week

Gospel Music Night set for June 19
A Gospel Music Night is set for Friday, June 19 at Cape Hatteras Baptist Church in 
Frisco.
Featured musicians are Double Portion, who will start singing at 7 o’clcok.
After the program, ice cream refreshments will be served.
Masks are welcomed but not required as social distancing can be accommodated.
The address for Cape Hatteras Baptist Church is 50195 Buccaneer Dr., Frisco, at 
the intersection of NC 12 and Buccaneer Dr.

Summer solstice 2020 in Northern Hemisphere will be at 5:43 in the afternoon 
Saturday, June 20.
The summer solstice can happen anytime between June 20 and June 22, 
depending on time zones.
The North Carolina Department of Agriculture says that the summertime crop of 
fresh North Carolina peaches is already available at farmers markets and roadside 
stands. Peaches are expected to be available through Labor Day. North Carolina 
peach growers cultivate more than two dozen varieties of peaches. 

It’s going to be gray this week.
Periods of showers and thunderstorms are expected into late this week. These 
showers and storms will be slow moving with heavy downpours, and may move 



repeatedly over the same areas. Several inches of rain will be possible during this 
period, predicts the National Weather Service. Watch for ponding on NC 12.

Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras. 

Weekly news summary for June 21, 2020.

Face Coverings required in Dare County
Effective this morning, Sunday, June 21 at 9 a.m., for Dare County, face coverings 
must be worn in indoor and outdoor public spaces where social distancing cannot 
be maintained.
The county’s Emergency Declaration was updated to include the directive late 
Friday afternoon.
The face covering directive covers all areas of Dare County including all towns, 
Hatteras Island, Roanoke Island, Dare Mainland and other unincorporated areas 
of the county.
State guidelines strongly encourage face coverings. However, voluntary 
compliance has not been effective in Dare County. Local business owners have 
requested a stronger tool for compliance, states a media release.
The Emergency order requires that while indoors, wearing a face covering that 
covers the nose and the mouth applies to “all customers, employees, and other 
users of restaurants, grocery, and retail stores and all persons in any other indoor 
or outdoor setting in which people cannot maintain physical distance required….
Some exceptions to the face covering requirement include while dining in a 
restaurant, a medical, behavioral, disability condition or religious belief, in private 
separate offices, children  under 12 years of age, household family members, 
when complying with law enforcement orders and a couple of others.

COVID -19 cases continue to climb in state and county
In North Carolina and Dare County, lab-confirmed cases of COVID-19 continue to 
climb.
On June 20, North Carolina reported 51,389 cases. Sadly, 1,212 North Carolinians 
have died from the coronavirus. On Saturday, 883 people were in hospitals across 
the state because of the virus.



For the week starting June 15, North Carolina cases have increased by 7,220 
individuals; 108 more deaths have occurred; and 87 patients are new to hospitals. 
In Dare County, the week started at 39 lab-confirmed cases reached 42 on 
Tuesday, June 16, and 44 on Thursday, June 18. On Saturday, the total lab-
confirmed cases in Dare County reached 44 persons.
Of the total, 27 are county residents and 19 are non-residents. 
Among the residents, 17 have recovered or are asymptomatically cleared and one 
person has died. Of the nine active cases, one is hospitalized and eight are in 
home isolation.
Of the non-residents with positive tests that were in Dare County, seven have 
recovered or are asymptomatically cleared, one is in isolation in Dare County and 
11 have been transferred to home counties.
The newest people with confirmed cases are two non-residents, one a female 18 
to 24 years of age and a young man, 17 years of age. Both were transferred to 
home counties.

Young person receives shark bite in Atlantic Ocean off National Seashore Ramp 
25
A 16-year-old male from Oak Ridge reportedly received a non-life-threatening 
injury from a shark off Cape Hatteras National Seashore. The incident occurred at 
about 4 o’clock, Thursday, June 18, 2020.
Dare County Dispatch notified seashore law enforcement rangers that a 16-year-
old young man was being treated at a medical facility in Nags Head for an 
apparent shark bite injury sustained in the ocean near Ramp 25. The off-road 
vehicle ramp is located roughly 2 and a half miles south of the village of Salvo.
The family reported to a seashore ranger that the incident occurred about 25 feet 
offshore while the 16-year-old was jumping over waves on a sandbar.
The young person was treated for his injury and released.

Investigation Leads to Felony Drug Arrest
On June 17, 2020, at about 10:20 at night, a Dare County Sheriff's Deputy in the 
Hatteras district approached a vehicle that was parked at a new construction site 
near Spencer Lane and NC 12 in Frisco.
The vehicle had two occupants and did not have any lights on. During the 
encounter the Deputy smelled an odor of marijuana coming from the vehicle.
The vehicle was searched and an amount of Methamphetamine, prescription 
medication, marijuana and drug paraphernalia were located.



A 25-year old woman from Wanchese was charged with felony Possession of 
Methamphetamine. She was being held on a $5,000 secured bond as of June 18.
A 43-yars old woman from Norfolk, Virginia was also charged with felony 
Possession of Methamphetamine and was released on a $5,000 secured bond.

National Park Service will issue a special use permit to Dare County for Oregon 
Inlet dredging
A Special Use Permit will be issued to Dare County to use a privately-owned 
hopper dredge to perform maintenance dredging within Oregon Inlet. The 
National Park Service made the announcement.
The National Park Service adopted an Environmental Assessment drafted by the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers. A public review and comment period for a 
draft Finding of No Significant Impact for the adopted Environmental Assessment 
was available for a 15-day period. The Acting Director of South Atlantic-Gulf 
Region of the National Park Service signed the Finding June 11, 2020.
Said David Hallac, Superintendent of the National Parks of Eastern North Carolina, 
“the permit will allow Dare County to assist the Army Corps of Engineers in the 
maintenance of the federally authorized channel.”

COVID-19 Diagnostic & Antibody Testing on June 30 for Dare residents
Dare County is partnering with Mako Medical Laboratories out of Raleigh to host 
a diagnostic and antibody COVID-19 testing event in Dare County.
The event will be held Tuesday, June 30, 2020, starting at 10 o’clcok at Dare 
County Parks & Recreation located at 602 Mustian Street, Kill Devil Hills.
Appointments are required. This event is open to permanent residents of Dare 
County, ages 10 and older.
To schedule an appointment, call 252-475-5008. The call center is open Monday - 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Participants are required to send a photocopy of 
their government-issued identification card and insurance card prior to the event.
As of Friday, June 19 at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, a total of 265 appointments 
were booked for the COVID-19 Antibody & Diagnostic Testing Event.
A limited number of appointments are still available for antibody testing.
There are still plenty of diagnostic drive-thru testing appointments available. 
This is not a free event. Costs are covered for individuals with insurance and those 
using Medicare and Medicaid. For those without insurance, the COVID-19 relief 
fund will be used for diagnostic tests and Mako Medical Laboratories will work 
with individuals for the antibody tests. 



Dare County commissioners approve land use and dredging matters
The Dare County Board of Commissioners took up a land use and dredging 
matters at the regularly scheduled June 15 meeting.
The commissioners approved a change in the Buxton zoning map for the property 
at 49251 NC 12. The property was zoned R-3, high density residential. As 
requested by the applicant, John Canning, the property was rezoned C-3 
Commercial.
Canning plans to store boats and RV trailers on the two-acre property that 
currently holds a small mobile home park with seven mobile homes along with a 
workshop building. Before he can open the storage business, he must submit for 
review a site plan that separates the mobile home park from the commercial use 
area.
The commissioners also approved two matters relating to dredging.
The commissioners agreed to two contracts to provide spoil sites for the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers for federally-funded dredging in Fiscal Year 2022 for 
Rollinson Channel and Manteo/Shallowbag Bay Interior Channel. The contracts 
pay for sediment management planning. 
Total project cost is $345,191.
In the second action, Dare’s commissioners agreed to enter a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Cape Hatteras National Seashore, part of the National Park 
Service, to cooperate in preparing a seashore-wide Environmental Impact 
Statement for sediment management to be used for future beach nourishment 
requests within the seashore.
At Hatteras Inlet, on June 13, a pump on the NCDOT dredge broke down. A new 
pump is ordered. The dredge which is working in Hatteras Inlet has been sidelined 
for a week. A 100-foot long hump, that is making passage through the inlet 
dangerous, remains to be dredged. A permit due to expire June 15 was extended 
to the first week in July.

New Flood Insurance Rate maps now in effect.
The long-awaited, somewhat controversial, new Dare County flood insurance rate 
maps took effect Friday, June 19, writes Radio Hatteras Business Correspondent 
Tom Hranicka.
The flood insurance rate maps are one of the most important factors in 
determining the cost of flood insurance for specific properties.



New technology that supposedly allowed more accurate estimates of flood risk 
coupled with not including more recent hurricanes, resulted in many properties 
being classified in a lower risk flood zone on the new maps.
The reduction in the flood zones, which would appear on the surface to benefit 
homeowners, was the source of controversy.
Experience showed that some properties that received lower flood risk ratings 
had been subjected to recurrent flooding.
This caused Dare County to adopt the slogan “Low Risk is not No risk” as a means 
to encourage homeowners to maintain flood insurance.
Homeowners are encouraged to contact their flood insurance agents to 
determine specific impact, if any, of the new flood maps.

Passenger ferry service may return
In his report, Tom Hranicka says the North Carolina General Assembly appears to 
be moving toward funding the passenger ferry service between Hatteras and 
Ocracoke for this summer season.
The state’s department of Transportation cancelled the passenger ferry contract 
due to budget shortfalls.
If approved by the state senate and signed by the governor, the passenger ferry 
could be operational by July 4.

Real estate market on Hatteras Island exploding
The real estate market on Hatteras Island is not just recovering, it’s exploding 
writes Tom Hranicka.
Residential properties under contract to be sold have risen almost in a straight 
line from a low of 26 during the week of May 7 to 94 for the week ending June 19.
Over 70 percent of the pending residential sales are concentrated in the $200,000 
to 400,000 thousand price range.
Hranicka writes “it appears that the real estate market on Hatteras Island has just 
transitioned from a buyer’s market in which the supply of available properties 
exceeds buyer demand to a seller’s market in which buyer demand is higher that 
the inventory of homes for sale.

Wet Weather
A low pressure system parked over Hatteras Island early this past week.
Hatteras recorded 3 point 45 inches of rain in 24 hours.
Ponded water covered NC 12 in multiple places on the island.



Cape Hatteras Graduation photos available.
Dare County Schools announced that photos and videos of Cape Hatteras 
Secondary School’s graduation ceremony on June 11 are now posted on 
daretolearn.org.
Photos can be downloaded at no cost.

Be safe out there and stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Public Service Announcements, April 2020:

Insert Thursday, April 16, 23 at 8 a.m.

Meal pickup at Cape Hatteras Elementary is today, Thursday, from 11:30 to 1 o’clock.
Pick-up stations are set up in front of the school with no contact procedures in place.
Meal packages cover multiple days.

Insert Tuesday, April 12, 28 at 8 a.m.

Meal pickup at Cape Hatteras Elementary is today, Tuesday, from 11:30 to 1 o’clock.
Pick-up stations are set up in front of the school with no contact procedures in place.
Meal packages cover multiple days.

Insert tonight at 6:30, 7:30 and 9 p.m. April 12, 2020

This is Radio Hatteras with a weather update for tonight, Sunday, April 12.

The National Weather Service is predicting severe weather for Hatteras Island and eastern North 
Carolina. 
After midnight tonight, possible thunderstorms and south winds up to 26 miles per hour with gusts to 
33. Showers and thunderstorms are expected during the day Monday. 
On Hatteras Island, high surf starts tonight around 2 o’clock. Breaking waves up to 14 feet are expected 
in the surf zone on all ocean-side beaches. Expect high surf all day Monday through early Tuesday 
morning.
Higher winds are expected Monday morning to 5 in the afternoon. South winds will blow 30 to 40 miles 
per hour with gusts to 50.



Coastal flooding is predicted to start Monday morning around 10 and stop Monday night. One to two 
feet of inundation above ground level is predicted on the soundside from Rodanthe north.

Keep safe. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert at 3:15 or 3:45, 4:15, 5 p.m., 6 p.m.

This is Radio Hatteras with a portion of the latest Bulletin, Number 33, from Dare 
County.

On Sunday, the Dare County Division of Public Health announced the sixth 
positive test result for COVID-19 in Dare County. It is possible that this individual 
may have acquired the virus from an asymptomatic individual, indicating 
community spread. 
There are community members asking for more information on travel patterns of 
people who have tested positive for COVID-19. By law, patient confidentiality 
must be protected. In a small community such as Dare County, this means only 
limited information can be shared. Public health staff contacts individuals or 
facilities that may have had direct contact (6 feet or less for 10 minutes or 
greater) with an individual who tests positive as part of each contact tracing 
investigation. 
Dr. Sheila Davies, Director of the Dare County Department of Health and Human 
Services, says “The details that some are seeking about individuals who have 
tested positive for COVID-19 is neither helpful nor productive. What we all must 
do to protect ourselves doesn’t change because of a positive test result. To 
protect yourself, your family and our community, everyone must stay at home 
other than for essential needs. Now that community spread is likely, it is 
important to act as if everyone you come in contact with may be COVID-19 
positive and has the ability to spread the virus. Reducing the spread of COVID-19 
is going to be the result of what each of us does, and where each of us goes.”

This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert Monday, April 6 at 8 and 11 a.m.

This is Radio Hatteras. 



Dare County School system is changing its meals program.
To implement no-contact procedures, the school system will change delivery.
First, no meals will be prepared Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday this upcoming 
week.
On Thursdays and Tuesdays, Grab and Go meals will be available only Cape 
Hatteras Elementary school from Noon to 1 o’clock.
The meals will be packaged to cover breakfast and lunch over multiple days. 
On Thursday, the meals will provide lunch for Thursday, breakfast and lunch for 
Friday and Monday, and breakfast for Tuesday. Tuesday’s pick-up will have lunch 
for Tuesday, breakfast and lunch for Wednesday and breakfast for Thursday.
It is Dare County Schools “goal to continue to offer the meal program throughout 
the time schools remain closed due to the COVID-19 outbreak and will do so as 
long as it is safe to do so.”

Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Broadcast around 6:30 April 4, 2020
This Radio Hatteras with information from NCDOT

Due to ocean overwash caused by the high tide, NC12 is again CLOSED between 
the Oregon Inlet Bridge and Rodanthe. Currently transportation department 
crews on the scene. Additional information will be posted on Facebook when it is 
available. The breach is north of Rodanthe. 

This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert at 5:30, then 6:30, 7:30 and 10:30 p.m., April 4, 2020.

This is Radio Hatteras with weather advisories from the National Weather Service

Large northeast swells begin arriving tonight and will peak over the weekend.
A powerful, large storm system, a retrograde low pressure system, is developing 
over the open Atlantic Ocean.



Long period swells from the low arrive tonight around 2 in the morning and 
continue through Sunday and Monday. The Outer Banks is expected to see 
powerful wave action with threats for very rough surf, coastal flooding and beach 
erosion and overwash, says the National Weather Service. 
Moderate to potentially significant impacts will be possible for ocean side 
locations of the Outer Banks. This could impact portions of Highway 12, especially 
at times of high tide, which on Saturday are around 4:45 in the morning and 5 in 
the afternoon at Cape Hatteras.
Winds are expected to be from the north up to 26 miles per hour with gusts to 32 
on Saturday and drop some on Sunday.
Waves will break 8 to 12 feet in the surf zone. Up to two feet of water is expected 
in low-lying areas near shorelines and tidal waterways. The coastal flood advisory 
expires at 8 o’clock Saturday night.

Be very careful out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert as soon as possible; 3 and 5 p.m.

This is Radio Hatteras with a NC 12 update.

NC 12 remains closed today and tonight.
At 2 o’clock, NCDOT reported that the afternoon high tide cycle produced more 
ocean overwash and a 60 to 80 foot breach in the dune at Mirlo Beach. Because 
of that, NC12 will remain closed between the Oregon Inlet Bridge and Rodanthe 
today and tonight.
NC 12 was closed Wednesday morning due to deep sand and ocean overwash. 
Around 8:45, an 18-wheeler that blocked the road was freed. 
Again, NCDOT announces that NC 12 remains closed this afternoon and tonight.

Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert at 7:30, 9 and 10 tonight, March 31. 2020

This is Radio Hatteras with a weather update.
Wind expected tonight; school meals program canceled for Wednesday



Dare County Schools superintendent John Farrelly has announced that, due to 
weather concerns, the meals program for Wednesday, April 1, is canceled. The 
program will resume Thursday morning.
A coastal low pressure will track near the coast tonight bringing strong winds, 
dangerous marine conditions, minor coastal flooding, and periods of heavy rain. 
The greatest impacts will occur along the Outer Banks Coast.
A High Wind Warning is in effect for Hatteras Island starting at 11 tonight lasting 
through mid-morning Wednesday. North winds are expected to blow 35 to 45 
miles per hour with gusts to 53 in Rodanthe and 60 in Buxton.
Coastal Flooding one to two feet above ground is likely on the ocean-side north of 
Cape Hatteras and sound-side of the southern Pamlico Sound.
A storm warning is in effect for Pamlico Sound and the Atlantic Ocean off Hatteras 
Island.
Breaking waves in the surf zone are expected to reach 8 to 12 feet.
Heavy rain at times will produce 2 to 4 inches in Rodanthe and 3 to 4 inches in 
Frisco.

Be careful out there. Stay safe at home. This is Radio Hatteras.

This is Radio Hatteras with hazardous weather update coming up for Wednesday morning and 
afternoon.

An area of low pressure is forecast to strengthen off the North Carolina coast Tuesday night and 
Wednesday.
Minor coastal flooding, one to two feet above ground level, is possible for sound side areas adjacent to 
the southern Pamlico Sound and Neuse River. Rough surf is expected and minor beach erosion possible 
for ocean side locations north of Cape Hatteras. 
Northeast wind gusts 40 to 50 miles per hour are expected along the coast Wednesday morning and 
afternoon. Strongest winds are expected along the Outer Banks.
Seas are expected to be 8 to 14 feet north of Ocracoke and 5 to 9 feet south Wednesday, April 1.
Large swells will develop late in the week as a powerful and large storm system develops over the open 
Atlantic Ocean, with beach erosion and coastal flooding issues possible for the Outer Banks north of 
Buxton.

Be safe out there. Stay home. This is Radio Hatteras. 

        



            Public Service Announcements, May 2020
Inserted May 16, 2020
This is Radio Hatteras with a special weather outlook

The National Weather Service is tracking a low pressure system currently hovering over the Straits of 
Florida.
The National Hurricane Center, in a Special Tropical Weather Outlook, reports that “gradual 
development of this system is expected, and it will likely become a tropical or subtropical storm on 
Saturday when it is located near the northwestern Bahamas.
The system is expected to move generally northeastward over the western Atlantic.”
The National Weather Service out of Morehead City says “regardless of whether or not this system gets 
a name, it is expected to bring an increased threat for life-threatening rip currents to eastern North 
Carolina beaches” from Sunday through early next week.
“Increased swell will produce stronger and more frequent rip currents. Swimming will be very 
dangerous, states the National Weather Service for eastern North Carolina.

Stay safe. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert 1:30 and 5 p.m., May 14, 2020

National Peace Officers Memorial Day is May 15 
At North Carolina facilities on May 15, United States and state flags will be lowered to half-staff from 
sunrise to sunset in observance of National Peace Officers Memorial Day.
This day recognizes the many men and women of law enforcement who lost their lives or who were 
injured in the line of duty.
Individuals, businesses, schools, municipalities, counties and other government subdivisions are 
encouraged to fly the flag at half-staff from sunrise to sunset.

Insert Monday and Tuesday at 8:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m., May 11 and 12

Large Item Pick-Up in Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo and Avon set for May 13
Dare County Public Works will complete a previously postponed large item 
pick-up for residential customers in Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo and Avon on 
Wednesday, May 13. Materials must be at the curbside no later than 6 
Wednesday morning. 
Due to COVID-19, changes in pick-up procedures have been made. Material must 
be sorted into 4 separate piles in front of your property and placed in the right-of-
way. 



Large Item Pick-Up will be conducted by machinery.
Dare County employees will not sort piles. 
If an unacceptable item or unsorted pile remains on the roadside following pick-
up that indicates that it has been rejected and must be disposed of by the owner.
The four piles are

 Metal and Appliances - remove refrigerator doors
 Furniture, Mattresses and Boxsprings
 Tires
 Motor Oil in Spill Proof Containers

Keep piles at least 30 feet away from fire hydrants and be mindful of overhead 
power lines. Place items carefully so Dare County trucks will not be in danger of 
coming in contact with power lines.
The following items will not be collected: 
 old clothes, shoes 
 cardboard
 tree limbs, stumps, leaves, any yard-clearing debris
 construction and demolition materials such as lumber, toilets, windows, doors, 
etc.
 any hazardous materials like oil-based paint and pesticides. 
Please follow the rules. Dare County will not come back to pick-up a second time.

Insert at 10 (or when ready) and 11 and 1:30, May 4, 2020.

This is Radio Hatteras with information from Dare County

Public Safety Alerts from Dare County will be issued this week 
Dare County Emergency Management is issuing Public Safety Alerts using the 
Integrated Public Alert and Warning System, called I Paws. I Paws allows public 
safety messages to be sent to enabled wireless cellular devices that are in, or that 
enter Dare County. Alerts will be similar to an Amber Alert on devices that have 
the public safety government alert notification feature enabled. The goal of using 
I Paws to issue these public safety alerts is to raise awareness of the State and 
County stay-at-home orders that are in place, as well as the Dare County 
requirement to wear a face covering in public settings where social distancing is 
difficult to maintain.
The first message was received around 8:30 Monday morning.

Keep safe and well out there. This is Radio Hatteras.



Insert Monday, May 4 at 1:30 p.m.

This is Hurricane Preparedness Week in North Carolina. Today, the messages are about storm surge and 
developing an evacuation plan.
 
One of the greatest potentials for loss of life related to a hurricane is from the storm surge. Storm surge 
is simply water that is pushed toward the shore by the force of winds swirling around the storm. This 
advancing surge combines with the normal tides to create the hurricane storm tide, which can increase 
the mean water level to heights impacting roads, homes and other critical infrastructure. The shape and 
orientation of the North Carolina coastline puts Hatteras Island at risk for storm surge. Most recently, 
devastating storm surge came from both hurricanes Florence and Dorian. 
Develop An Evacuation Plan
Figure out where you'd go and how you'd get there if told to evacuate. You do not need to travel 
hundreds of miles. Identify someone, perhaps a friend or relative who doesn't live in an evacuation zone 
or unsafe home, and work it out with them to make their home your evacuation destination. If possible, 
have multiple options and be sure to account for your pets and put the plan in writing.

Insert Tuesday, May 4 at 1:30 p.m.

This is Hurricane Preparedness Week in North Carolina. Today, the message is about disaster supplies.
Hatteras Islanders are going to need supplies not just to get through the storm but for the potentially 
lengthy and unpleasant aftermath. Have enough non-perishable food, water and medicine to last each 
person in your family a minimum of one week. Electricity and water could be out for at least that long. 
You’ll need extra cash, a 30-day supply of medicines, a battery-powered radio and flashlights. Many of 
us have cell phones, and they all run on batteries. You’re going to need a portable, crank or solar 
powered USB charger. Before the storm, be sure to fill up your car or a gas can. If the power goes out, 
you will be unable to pump gas

Insert Wednesday, May 6 at 1:30 p.m.

This is Hurricane Preparedness Week in North Carolina. Today, the message is about an insurance 
checkup.
Call your insurance company or agent and ask for an insurance check-up to make sure you have enough 
homeowners insurance to repair or even replace your home. Don’t forget coverage for your car or boat. 
Remember, standard homeowners insurance doesn’t cover flooding. Whether you’re a homeowner or 
renter, you’ll need a separate policy for flood insurance. It’s available through your agent or the National 
Flood Insurance Program at www.floodsmart.gov. Act now as flood insurance requires a 30-day waiting 
period. Finally, know where your insurance documents and contact information are located, and be sure 
to take them with you if you have to evacuate. 
 
Insert Thursday, May 7 at 1:30 p.m.



This is Hurricane Preparedness Week in North Carolina. Today, the message is taking care around your 
home.
 
If you plan to ride out the storm in your home, make sure it is in good repair and up to local hurricane 
building code specifications. Many of these retrofits do not cost much or take as long to do as you may 
think. Have the proper plywood, steel or aluminum panels to board up the windows and doors. 
Here are some tips for preparing and strengthening your home for tropical storms and hurricanes:
 Keep trees around your home trimmed well before a storm to prevent damage from broken 
branches.
 Shop now for tested and approved window coverings to put up when a hurricane approaches. 
 Bring loose outdoor items, such as patio furniture, inside. They can blow around and cause damage 
to homes.
 Secure all doors on your property.  
Move your car inside a garage or to another secure location.

Insert Friday, May 8 at 1:30 p.m.

This is Hurricane Preparedness Week in North Carolina. Today, the message is about rip currents.

Even when hurricanes stay out at sea, the North Carolina coast can still be impacted by large swells and 
deadly rip currents, thus making it important to stay aware of the tropics and weather forecasts all 
throughout the hurricane season.
Rip currents are channelized currents of water flowing away from shore at surf beaches. Rip currents are 
quite common and can be found on many surf beaches every day. They typically form at breaks in 
sandbars, and also near structures such as jetties and piers. While the risk of rip currents occurring along 
the North Carolina beaches increases when a tropical cyclone is out in the Atlantic, the risk increases 
even more so when a tropical cyclone is moving toward the North Carolina coast, especially when the 
storm is a day or two away from making landfall along the Carolina coast.
Some clues that a rip current may be present include a channel of churning, choppy water, a difference 
in water color, a break in the incoming wave pattern, and a line of foam, seaweed or debris moving 
seaward. 
If you find yourself caught in a rip current, stay calm and don’t fight the current. Escape the current by 
swimming in a direction following the shoreline. When free of the current, swim at an angle—away from 
the current—toward shore. If you are unable to escape by swimming, float or tread water. When the 
current weakens, swim at an angle away from the current toward shore. If at any time you feel you will 
be unable to reach shore, draw attention to yourself: face the shore, call or wave for help.
Also, don’t become a victim while trying to help someone else! Many people have died in efforts to 
rescue rip current victims. Instead, get help from a lifeguard. If a lifeguard is not present, yell 
instructions on how to escape. If possible, throw the rip current victim something that floats. Call 9-1-1 
for further assistance.

Insert Saturday, May 9 at 1:30 p.m.

This is Hurricane Preparedness Week in North Carolina. Today, the message is write it down.

The time to prepare for a hurricane is before the season begins, when you have the time and are not 
under pressure. If you wait until a hurricane is on your doorstep, the odds are that you will be under 
duress and will make wrong decisions. 



Take the time now to write down a hurricane plan. Know where you will ride out the storm and get 
supplies now.

Insert 10:30 or 10:45, 11 a.m., 11:30 April 30, 2020

This is Radio Hatteras with a weather advisory for today.

The National Weather Service predicts a slow moving, wet cold front will move across Hatteras Island 
today, Thursday, April 30.
The weather service has posted advisories for wind, high surf, and beach hazards.
Strong southerly winds ahead of the front will result in Gale Force Winds over the coastal waters and 
Sounds with gusts up to 53 miles per hour in Frisco and 41 in Rodanthe. Highest winds are predicted 
through 8 tonight.
An isolated damaging wind gust and a brief tornado may be possible in the strongest thunderstorms.
Heavy rainfall of three to four inches is predicted for Hatteras Island.
The strong winds will produce dangerous surf of six to nine feet resulting in beach erosion and rip 
currents.
Minor soundside flooding with inundation of one to two feet above ground will be possible in areas 
vulnerable to southerly flow.

Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert 11:30 a.m., May 1, 2, 3 and 8 a.m. May 4.

On Monday, May 4, the American Red Cross is hosting a blood drive at The Inn on Pamlico Sound. The 
blood drive starts at 11 in the morning and runs to 4 in the afternoon.
The address of the Inn on Pamlico Sound is 49684 NC 12 in Buxton.

Insert at noon, May 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8 a.m. and noon on May 7

Honor Cape Hatteras Secondary Seniors

On Thursday, May 7, Cape Hatteras Secondary seniors will participate in a car 
parade. Starting at 1:30 p.m. from Teach’s Lair Marina in Hatteras village, seniors 
attired in caps and gowns will travel the length of NC 12 to end at Island 
Convenience in Rodanthe. The parade will make a loop through Avon Village.
Folks in Hatteras Island villages are asked to line NC 12 and honor the graduating 
seniors.


