
 
 
 

WAPI-FM/WJQX-FM 
QUARTERLY ISSUES PROGRAMS REPORT 

 
July-September 2013 

 
1. Birmingham City Council-Mayoral relations 
2. Voting Rights Act decision 
3. EEOC lawsuit against Birmingham 
4. Dealing with traumatic events 
5. Downtown development 
6. Summer pet safety 
7. Stand Your Ground laws 
8. Alabama’s new gun law 
9. Jefferson County bankruptcy 
10. Hoover City Schools bus decision 
11. Books allowed in the state’s school curriculum 
12. Birmingham’s Empowerment Week 
13. State laws regarding sports agents 
14. Potential effects of the Affordable Care Act 
15. Racism in the Univ. of Alabama Greek system 

 
The attached list describes programs aired on WAPI-FM/WJQX-FM that address the above 
issues. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WAPI-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Birmingham City Council-Mayoral relations; Voting Rights Act decision 
 
Date Aired:  7/7/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Birmingham City Council President Roderick Royal talks about ongoing difficulties in the relationship between the 
City Council and the Mayor, and how that conflict has impeded progress in some areas. Royal also speaks on the 
upcoming elections, the first in many years in which the mayor and City Council are on the ballot in the same cycle. 
Alabama Governor Robert Bentley discusses the Supreme Court’s decision to invalidate portions of the Voting 
Rights Act. Bentley speaks to how Alabama will take steps to insure there is no discrimination, even without 
federal oversight that was previously mandated by the law. 
 
 
 
Station:   WAPI-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: EEOC lawsuit against Birmingham; dealing with traumatic events 
 
Date Aired:  7/14/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Attorney Gayle Gear discusses her client’s lawsuit against the City of Birmingham. The client, Charles Yates, an 
employee of the city, is suing for what he believes is racial discrimination. Yates is white, while the mayor and a 
majority of his staff are African-American, and he is claiming he was retaliated against due to claims he made in a 
similar lawsuit filed by a coworker. UAB clinical psychologist Dr. Josh Klapow discusses the recent plane crash in 
San Francisco, how best to process those types of events, and generally on the fear of flying many feel. 
 
 
 
Station:   WAPI-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Downtown development 
 
Date Aired:  7/21/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Developer Derek Waltchack of Shannon-Waltchack discusses recent improvements to Downtown Birmingham in 
the area around Railroad Park and Regions Field. Waltchack’s firm has been active in the redevelopment of that 
area, and he is currently involved in a crowd-sourcing project for a new building to be constructed in the area. 
Dubbed, “Birmingham’s Building,” the project is subject to votes from residents on what the building will be 
named, how it will look, and what businesses will be pursued to occupy it. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WAPI-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Summer pet safety 
 
Date Aired:  7/28/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Veterinarian Dr. Andy Sokol of Caldwell Mill Animal Clinic and Rick Clark of The Barking Zone discuss summer pet 
safety, giving listeners tips on how to keep their active pets cool as the temperature gets hotter. Sokol and Clark 
also discuss common behavioral issues listeners find in their pets and how to address them. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Stand Your Ground law; Alabama’s new gun law 
 
Date Aired:  8/4/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
State Representative Merika Coleman-Evans (D-Birmingham) discusses her efforts to clarify Alabama’s Stand Your 
Ground law. Following the Trayvon Martin shooting, there have been calls for the law’s repeal, but Coleman-Evans 
simply wants to clarify how authorities can distinguish who began an altercation. Jefferson County Sheriff Mike 
Hale discusses Alabama’s new gun law, which allows residents to have loaded weapons concealed in their cars at 
work, regardless of their employer’s policy on weapons. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Jefferson County bankruptcy 
 
Date Aired:  8/11/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Jefferson County Commission President David Carrington and bankruptcy attorney Kenneth Klee discuss the 
county’s ongoing efforts to get out of bankruptcy. Klee and the county have recently secured a deal to pay the 
creditors and exit bankruptcy, but it has been a subject of controversy due to the likelihood of rising sewer rates. 
Some have also questioned the quality of the deal itself, and Klee and Carrington respond to those claims. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Alabama economic development/State utility rates 
 
Date Aired:  8/18/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Troy University professor Dan Smith discusses his recent article in the Montgomery Advertiser about the lack of 
Fortune 500 companies originating from Alabama. Smith talks about what needs to happen to see more 
homegrown entrepreneurship, including action that can be taken by the state legislature. Alabama Public Service 
Commissioner Jeremy Oden discusses that body’s recent decision to limit Alabama Power’s rates, which should 
save customers around $50 each year on their power bills. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Alabama economic development/State utility rates 
 
Date Aired:  8/25/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Michael Brickman of the Thomas Fordham Institute discusses the nationwide Common Core educational 
standards. These standards have caused some controversy in Alabama, where citizens are leery of additional 
federal involvement in local school systems. Brinkman outlines a case for conservative-leaning citizens to support 
the standards. Jefferson County Sheriffs Office spokesman Randy Christian discusses the recent arrest of 
Birmingham youth evangelist Matt Pitt, who is accused of impersonating a police officer. Pitt previously pled guilty 
in a similar incident, and his prominence in the community has led to a great deal of concern over these issues. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Birmingham civil rights history 
 
Date Aired:  9/1/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Journalist Barnett Wright from the Alabama Media Group and The Birmingham News discusses the 50th 
anniversary of the most pivotal year of the civil rights movement. Wright has written a book about the year 1963, 
and he talks about what major events like the “I Have A Dream” speech and the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church 
bombing meant to the city of Birmingham. Wright also discusses lingering issues in Birmingham that continue to 
feature racial undertones, such as the decision to end in-patient care at Cooper Green Mercy Hospital. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Hoover City Schools bus decision; books allowed in state school curriculum 
 
Date Aired:  9/8/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Hoover City Schools Superintendent Andy Craig discusses his board’s recent decision to do away with the school 
bus program. The decision has met some resistance from parents of children in the system – mainly for logistical 
reasons – and been criticized in the local media for what might be attempts to discourage minority enrollment in 
the Hoover City school system. Journalist John Archibald of the Alabama Media Group discusses an Alabama’s 
lawmakers attempt to see the Toni Morrison book The Bluest Eye – required reading under the Common Core 
standards – banned due to its mature content. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: Empowerment week; Jefferson County issues 
 
Date Aired:  9/15/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Journalists Barnett Wright and Kyle Whitmire of the Alabama Media Group and The Birmingham News discuss a 
number of issues affecting the city. Primarily, they talk about Empowerment Week, which coincides with the 50th 
anniversary of the 16th Street Baptist Church bombing and celebrates the progress made in that time. Wright and 
Whitmire also discuss the current state of race relations in Birmingham, and ongoing issues related to the Jefferson 
County bankruptcy. 
 
 
 
Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: State laws regarding sports agents; various state issues 
 
Date Aired:  9/22/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
State Representatives Jack Williams (R-Vestavia Hills) and Paul DeMarco (R-Homewood) discuss various state 
issues. Williams was the sponsor of a bill signed into law regarding sports agents and their ability to interact with 
amateur athletes still in college. This became a major issues in the state after Yahoo Sports reported on a 
University of Alabama football player accepting money from an agent. DeMarco talks about the plans for the next 
legislative session, issues facing Jefferson County, concerns over Obamacare and recent controversy involving 
University of Alabama sororities rejecting African-American pledges. 



Cumulus Birmingham Issues Programs 

Station:   WJQX-FM 
 
Issue Addressed: State laws regarding sports agents; various state issues 
 
Date Aired:  9/29/2013 
 
Time Aired:  5:00 AM 
 
Duration:  25 Minutes 
 
Journalist Charles Dean of The Birmingham News discusses the events of Birmingham’s Empowerment Week and 
the events commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Civil Rights movement. Dean shares his insights from 
covering news in Birmingham for several decades, and on how the city has moved forward in some ways and back 
in some ways on racial issues. Dean also discusses the ongoing controversy surrounding attempts to integrate the 
University of Alabama’s Greek system. 
 


