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KEYC-TV 

TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT PERIOD JANUARY 1 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2017 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE STATION’S MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY 

ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2017 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2017. 

PROGRAM INDEX: 

 PROGRAM:    DAY:    TIME: 

• KEYC News 12 Morning   Monday-Friday   7:25; 7:55; 8:25; 8:55AM 

• KEYC News 12 Midday   Monday-Friday   12:00-12:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 5   Monday-Friday   5:00-5:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 6   Monday-Saturday  6:00-6:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 9   Monday-Sunday   9:00-9:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 10   Monday-Sunday   10:00-10:30PM 

• Face the Nation    Sunday     9:30-10:30AM 

• 60 Minutes    Sunday    6:00-7:00PM 

• 48 Hours    Saturday   9:00-10:00PM 

“KEYC News 12” is a regularly scheduled half-hour newscast that is locally produced.  It has a mix of news, 

weather, sports, and community issue-related feature reports.  Duration of stories listed in this report range 

from 1 to 5 minutes. 

• CBS Evening News   Monday-Friday   5:30-6:00PM 

This is a CBS produced news program featuring news, information and perspectives on the daily events of the 

nation and the world.  The program also features special features on issues and concerns of the nation.  

These special issue oriented reports are approximately three minutes long. 

• CBS Morning News   Monday-Friday   6:30-7:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Monday-Friday   7:00-9:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Saturday   6:00-8:00AM 

This CBS produced news program features news, interviews, weather and information segments and feature 

reports on issues and concerns of the American Public.  The community issue segments usually are three to 

four minutes long. 

• CBS Sunday Morning   Sunday    8:00-9:30AM 

This CBS produced news magazine program focuses on three to four issues or entertainment oriented reports 

in each week’s program.  Many of these reports are interviews.  Each report averages ten to twelve minutes 

long. 

 



Issues/Programs List 

KEYC-TV, Mankato, Minnesota 

2017 – Q1 

 

Community Issues: 

1. Government 

2. Healthy Lifestyles 

3. Local Economic Growth 

4. Weather & Its Impacts 

 

GOVERNMENT: 

The new year brought the start of a new legislative session at the Minnesota Capitol in St. Paul.  

KEYC News 12 went to the Capitol in St. Paul as the session was gaveled in on January 3.  This 

was the first time lawmakers were back in a newly renovated capitol building and also the first 

day on the job for a handful of local lawmakers.  KEYC News 12 caught up with some of the 

newly elected state senators and representatives and spoke with them about what they were 

looking forward to.  As the session got underway, KEYC News 12 viewers learned about a 

proposed bonding bill from Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton.  The plan calls for 240 statewide 

projects and will help created nearly 23,000 jobs.  Locally, projects on the Governor’s list are 

the Minnesota Security Hospital in St. Peter, the Sex Offender Treatment Program facilities in 

St. Peter, Minnesota State University-Mankato and South Central College in North Mankato.  As 

the session continued through January, February and March, viewers were kept informed on 

major bills that were being passed by the legislature and signed into the law.  The first was a bill 

that helped Minnesotans with rising healthcare premiums.  Other bills highlighted include 

transportation funding, education funding, public safety funding, setting restrictions on local 

governments setting minimum wages, hands-free cell phone use requirements, Real ID 

requirements that would bring Minnesota in line with the federal requirement, and Sunday 

liquor sales.  The legislative session is a little longer in 2017 than in years past, with the session 

set to wrap up in May 2017.   



On the national scene, KEYC News 12 followed the days leading up to Donald Trump’s 

inauguration as the 45th President of the United States, including sustaining coverage on the 

day of the inauguration.  Daily news coverage of the newly sworn in President continued as 

President Trump worked to fill his cabinet, select a new Supreme Court Justice, work to replace 

Obamacare, issued executive orders limiting travel and the courts overturning of the travel ban. 

On a more local level, KEYC News 12 viewers learned who the finalists were for the Waseca 

County Administrator job and on March 21, Jessica Beyer of Blue Earth County was named the 

new Waseca County Administrator.  KEYC News 12 viewers were also kept up to date on the 

latest happenings with the Mankato, North Mankato and St. Peter city councils, including 

construction projects set for 2017, planning for the future and a hospital expansion in St. Peter. 

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES:   

KEYC News 12 is partnering with other community members for an initiative known as Thrive: 

Eat, Move, Sleep.  Two times per week, viewers learn about nutritional benefits of certain 

foods, better ways to get exercise or avoid injury during exercise, and attaining better sleep by 

making small changes in daily habits.  The segments air on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s during 

KEYC News 12 at 5:00 and 10:00. 

KEYC News 12 also broadcasts developing health stories and studies regularly on its Midday, 

5:00pm, 9:00pm, and 10:00pm weekday news programs. 

On January 23, Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton collapsed during his state of the state 

address.  The following day, he revealed that he has prostate cancer.  KEYC News 12 spoke with 

a local doctor on the symptoms of the disease and treatment options.   

While not often thought of during the winter months, it is important to keep UV protection in 

mind.  On January 27, KEYC News 12 spoke with an eye doctor about protecting your eyes from 

the sun and a dermatologist about protecting your skin, even in winter. 

In early February, KEYC News 12 spoke with health officials about how the flu season is 

progressing in the region.  Hospitalizations across the state are down this year.  Doctors advised 

that it is never too late to get a vaccination from the flu.   

On February 3rd, KEYC News 12 featured heart health and impacts on woman as it is the 

number one killer of woman and most people think of heart disease as a man’s disease.   

KEYC News 12 caught up with Jonathan Zierdt, who is the president and CEO of Greater 

Mankato Growth.  Jonathan has been publicly battling kidney and prostate cancer and shares 

his health journey with the community.  On February 5th we got an update on Jonathan’s 



treatment and how he is working to help others who are facing the disease.  On March 27, 

2017, he launched the Jonathan Zierdt Cancer Fund to help others.   

On March 23, KEYC News 12 went to Waseca and spoke with the school superintendent who 

told us about an increased use of mental health services at the school.  Also on March 23, we 

got an update from the local hospital on changes to newborn delivery.  They are working more 

with the parents of newborns at keeping them in the room instead of allowing the baby to 

remain in the nursery. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH:   

The economy of southern Minnesota and northern Iowa continues to grow, with Mankato 

being a regional economic hub.   

On January 11, KEYC News 12 featured Martin County and the city of Fairmont who received a 

grant from the state of Minnesota to help boost access to broadband internet in an effort to 

help boost economic growth, which will help over 50 businesses. 

On February 20th KEYC News 12 featured the Fairmont Sears store, which despite the closing of 

many locations, including the one in Mankato, is thriving.   

Mankato now has the services of Uber and Lyft, which arrived in February.  These ride sharing 

services are growing in popularity and as the population of Mankato continues to grow, the 

service followed, drawing local people to become drivers for the services. 

On the border of Iowa and Minnesota sits the town of Elmore and on March 5th, KEYC News 12 

featured two new restaurants that have recently opened in the town.  The restaurants are 

thriving thanks to their owners. 

March 29th was one day several local residents were looking forward to when a new Dunkin 

Donuts restaurant opened in Mankato. 

On March 31st, KEYC News 12 looked at a new business in southern Minnesota that will grow an 

unusual crop-Shrimp.  The company in Balaton says they have the potential to generate $48 

million in financial activity from just one of the harbors where the shrimp would grow.  

KEYC News 12 also featured a weekly business segment in conjunction with Business 

Connections Magazine that features a locally grown and owned business in the region.  This 

segment ran on Monday at 10 PM and the next day during our noon newscast.  These segments 

feature the owners of the businesses and showcases what makes them so successful. 

 



WEATHER AND ITS IMPACTS: 

The winter of 2017 could be described as fairly quiet when it comes to snowfall but that doesn’t 

mean that the snow we did get did not cause any problems. 

On January 2 KEYC News 12 spoke with the Minnesota State Patrol to remind drivers of the 

hidden dangers of black ice.   

Often times in winter, snowy and icy roads or bitter cold temperatures can cause schools to 

delay or cancel classes.  On January 16th KEYC News 12 spoke with the superintendent of the 

Blue Earth Area schools about what goes into making such a decision.   

On January 25th, we featured a new way viewers can keep tabs on road conditions in the winter 

months.  The Minnesota Department of Transportation now has cameras mounted on some of 

their snowplows.  By accessing MNDot’s 511 system online, motorists can see what the roads 

are like from the plow driver’s perspective.  

As we moved into February, the weather turned warmer and that meant warnings of thin ice on 

area lakes.  On February 13th we talked to area ice fisherman that were sad to see the warmer 

weather which means cutting the season short.  This also served as a warning from the 

Minnesota Department of Transportation about ice safety and encouraging anglers to remove 

their ice houses from the lakes. 

Despite the warmer weather in February, Mount Kato had a deep base of snow that actually 

brought out more skiers.  As the warmer weather wore on through February, it forced the 

popular ski hill just south of Mankato to close early for the season as the warmth was just too 

much for their snowpack.  The warm weather also caused outdoor ice rinks around the area to 

close earlier than normal as well.  

On February 17th, high temperatures warmed to around 60 degrees causing many residents to 

get a case of spring fever.  We featured many residents getting outside and enjoying the 

warmth, from walking and biking, to grilling or sitting on a restaurant patio. 

The warmth came to an end toward the end of February as more snow returned.  On February 

23rd, we caught up with local retailers as shoppers returned to stock up on winter supplies are 

more snow began to fall. 

In early March, severe weather moved into the area with tornadoes occurring on March 6th.  A 

tornado hit the town of Clarks Grove causing damage.  On March 20th we learned that the 

earliest tornado in Minnesota history took place on March 6, 2017 with a touchdown in 

Faribault County.  We toured the damage at a campground near Wells and spoke with the park 

caretaker on the clean-up efforts. 



On March 21 and 22, we looked back at the communities of Waseca and Saint Clair now that it 

has been six months since flooding hit the towns hard.  Both cities have residents who are still 

recovering from the high waters.  The two cities are also working on fixes that will help ease 

issues with flooding in the future. 

Warmer weather returned toward the end of March and on the 28th we went to some area golf 

courses that were opening for the season as the snow had finally gone away and the duffers 

who were eager to hit a few. 


