
Here follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by Station KKTR, 

Kirksville, Mo., which rebroadcasts programming from KBIA, Columbia, Mo., 24/7 along with 

the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period July, 2018 through 

September, 2018.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear 

does not reflect any priority or significance. 

 

1. Issue: Rural Health 

“After Hospital Closure, a Missouri Community Tries to Fill the Gap in Health and Jobs” 

Coverage from KBIA’s Health and Wealth Desk 

July 6, 2018 

Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered  

4:00  

Twin Rivers is the fourth rural hospital to shutter in Missouri in the past four years. The 

surprise closure has left the 31,000 residents of Dunklin County—the second poorest in 

the state—scrambling to find medical care while local physicians rush to provide 

services and elected officials ponder ways to replace the loss of one of the county’s 

largest employers. It’s a familiar scene in rural America, where 85 communities have 

lost their hospitals since 2010. 

 

2. Issue: Children’s Health 

“Facing the Unthinkable, Families of Children with Rare Diseases Build Their Own 

Community” 

Coverage from KBIA’s Health and Wealth Desk 

August 1, 2018 

Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered  

4:00 

Zellweger Spectrum Disorder is also sometimes referred to as a peroxisomal biogenesis 

disorder. These peroxisomes are a part of every cell, sometimes called the “forgotten 

organelle,” and in these disorders, they’re missing or don’t work properly. Bryce 

Gamble said once her daughter was born she searched first for a diagnosis, but even 

after the diagnosis, information was limited and hard to find.To fill in this gap, she 

created the GFPD in 2010. They now host a regular bi-annual conference, created a 

Scientific Advisory Board and host regional meet-ups for families. 

 

3.  Issues: Prescription Drug Prices, Health 

“With Insulin Prices Soaring, Some Diabetics Turn to Dangerous Workaround” 

Coverage from KBIA’s Health and Wealth Desk 

September 5, 2018 

Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered  

3:55 

Rationing insulin is a dangerous practice but one-in-four diabetics admits to having done 

it. Insulin prices are a big reason why — they nearly tripled between 2002 and 2013, and 

have nearly doubled again since then. 

 

 

 



4. Issues: Agriculture, The Environment  

  September 12, 2018 

Morning Edition and All Things Considered  

3:59 

Pesticide drift during the 2017 growing was historic -- about 3.6 million acres of 

soybeans were damaged by the weed killer dicamba. The Environmental Protection 

Agency and several states have slapped on stricter guidelines for the 2018 growing 

season, but enough damage has been done that stakeholders across the industry are 

worried that we've forced farmers into a cycle of always needing a stronger chemical to 

combat weeds that have grown resistant to what's already on shelves. It's gotten so bad 

that one farmer has been murdered and lines have been drawn in rural communities 

across the U.S. In this special report, we take a look at how we got here and what can be 

done to make sure U.S. agriculture doesn't head down a destructive path but remains 

sustainable for the future farmers and food supply. 

  

5. Issue: Education 

“House Bill Aims to Increase STEM Awareness” 

 In-depth Education coverage 

September 28, 2018 

Aired during Morning Edition and All Things Considered  

4:00 

The Missouri state Legislature passed House Bill 3, which will create new policies to 

promote STEM education across the state. According to the Pew Research Center, 

STEM careers are some of the fastest-growing jobs in the country. Since 1990, 

employment in STEM occupations has grown 79 percent. But in Missouri, there’s a 

supply problem. According to the Missouri Chamber of Commerce, the state has more 

than 10,000 open STEM jobs, and not enough people to fill them. 

 


