
HEALTH/COVID 19:

COVID 19 commanded the majority of our daily coverage and provided opportunities for in- 
depth explorations of the science and medical theories that surrounded public policy initiatives.
KUSI also provided coverage of scheduled briefings by the Governor, the County Task Force and 
California Public health officials, and participated in framing questions that provided insights for 
our viewers.  

Coverage fell into these categories;

 The Lockdowns: Covered extensively the debate over the efficacy of locking down 
businesses that had no direct impact on the spread. We documented the arbitrary and 
unscientific measures, and the economic and societal impact these measures had on our 
community

 The Virus: We offered in depth, global coverage, with expertise from a wide range of 
commentators. We offered daily reports on the spread and impact of the virus on the 
county, and its impact on hospitalization and ICU unit availability. Our investigative 
efforts, also provided analysis of the virus impact, showing that 96% of those infected 
would recover without requiring hospitalization. Only 4% would go to the hospital, and 
1.5% would die there; Or a Case fatality rate under 2%.

 The Social Impact: We offered extensive coverage of how the management of the virus, 
was causing an increase in addiction, suicide and poor performance for students.

 Politics: The fight to stay open became a major theme that divided along political lines. 
The impending shift in power due to election results, brought new tensions between 
advocates of differing political agendas. A new Mayor imposed strict measures on 
businesses, and County government shifted to also be opposed to staying open. This 
brought about extensive legal coverage of due process, charter reform, and the validity 
of using executive orders to impose restrictions on commerce for a public health reason.

 As the election passed, we made it a priority to bring newly elected leadership into our 
coverage dynamic. This included appointments made by the Governor with local 
politicians, to fill vacancies brought about by the election of Kamala Harris and Joe 
Biden.

ENVIRONMENT:

Who will provide power to the city of San Diego was a long-tabled matter that required a 
decision as the new Mayor arrived? We offered coverage of the SDG&E contract dispute 
Once again Cal ISO became an issue with spotty grid power, as wildfires continued to plague the 
state. Power also continued to be cut off, when fires had not happened, vexing rural 
homeowners. KUSI offered coverage of the disruption caused by such actions.



ADDICTION AND MENTAL HEALTH:

With COVID addiction numbers continuing to rise, we offered several extensive surveys on this 
rise. County Experts had repeatedly appeared on our Newscasts to both define the problem 
and offer possible interim solutions to stem the rising tide.

We also attacked the issues of isolation, and the impact of being socially separated, for Seniors 
and others. The link between isolation, unhealthful behavior, and even suicide, became a focus 
of much of our coverage

EDUCATION:

Clearly, COVID had its impact here as well, with declining grades, social isolation and a drop in 
scores from at home learning experiences. The battle to retrieve the school year, get back to 
athletic, and make teaches feel safe, all, defined our coverage in this realm across all of our 
three main districts

HOMELESS:

We offered a series of stories documenting the success or challenges of forcing homeless into 
the Convention Center and Golden Hall. The result was that while there was safe, temporary 
housing, very few moved into permanent homes. And the cost per person was over ten times 
that of any other homeless provider.

PHILANTHROPY:

KUSI also provided significant fund-raising appearances to food banks, blood banks, Pet 
Adoption Centers and a wide range of Philanthropic Foundations

CULTURE AND PERFORMANCE:

KUSI reached out to the entire Performance Arts Community and provided an opportunity to 
perform, promote and display what they were doing to stay active, provide their crafts and 
skills, and even raise money. These daily appearances embraced a large segment of the 
Community shut down by COVID rule making 

In addition to the above, guests were interviewed from all walks of life, relating to all fields 
associated with the above categories; politicians at the County, State and Federal level, medical 
and health professionals, first responders, non-profit organizations helping those in need, and 
many more. These interviews were conducted either in person at the KUSI studios, with social 
distancing guidelines in place, or via phone, Zoom or SKYPE.


