
WNAB-TV 58 (DTV 23) ISSUES AND PROGRAMS 

REPORT FOR Q2 2008 
  

  
  

WNAB has identified many issues of public interest within the Middle Tennessee community, 

and has addressed them through program content, public service announcements, and non-

broadcast activities. Much of WNAB’s community-relevant programming comes from a 

program called “Comments With Dr. James Haney”, a weekly half-hour series broadcast on 

Saturdays at 6:00 AM that features prominent TSU professor Dr. James Haney discussing 

current community issues and events in both interview and panel-discussion segments.  

  

Another program aired by WNAB that serves community interests is “Hispanics Today”, a 

weekly half-hour series broadcast on Sundays at 11:30 AM that focuses on issues relating to 

America’s growing Hispanic population. This program features segments of particular 

importance and relevance to our viewing public, which includes a burgeoning Hispanic 

community. 

  

The following is a brief summary of some specific issues addressed by these programs and 

through other means by WNAB during the second quarter of 2008:  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDUCATION 
  

  

 Comments #597, "Interdisciplinary Studies @ TSU," aired 04/05/08, 22 mins  

This program focused on the emerging trend of students broadening their educations 

through the pursuit of interdisciplinary studies at university.  Featured a panel of 

professors outlining the benefits as well as open discussion of the potential problems 

associated with this broad approach to education.   

  

 Comments #604, "New Incentives in Higher Education in Tennessee," aired 04/12/08, 22 mins  

This program focused on the measures being taken to ensure students are getting the 

most out of their higher education experiences and encouraging them to take 

advantage of the various new programs and services available to them.    

  

 Comments #548, "The School of Education @ Trevecca Nazarene University," aired 05/03/08, 

22 mins  

This program featured an interview with Dr. Stella Simpson, professor of education at 

Trevecca Nazarene University.  She discussed the history and future of the education 

program at this historic university in middle Tennessee.  

  

  Hispanics Today #731  aired 04/13/08, 5 min segment 
Toyota International Teacher Program: Lessons from Costa Rica 
Each year Toyota, the world’s largest carmaker, selects a handful of teachers and sends them on 
an educational mission. The goal is to provide teacher’s on-site exposure to locations around the 
world, hoping they’ll bring home to their classrooms lessons learned in the field. In this segment of 
Hispanics Today, we go to Costa Rica and see why the environmental and ecological treasures 
found only in this Latin American paradise are so crucial to the Toyota International Teacher 
Program. 

  

 Hispanics Today #741  aired 06/08/08, 7 min segment 
Toyota International Teacher Program: Lessons from Costa Rica 
Each year Toyota, the world’s largest carmaker, selects a handful of teachers and sends them on 
an educational mission. The goal is to provide teacher’s on-site exposure to locations around the 
world, hoping they’ll bring home to their classrooms lessons learned in the field. In this segment of 
Hispanics Today, we go to Costa Rica and see why the environmental and ecological treasures 
found only in this Latin American paradise are so crucial to the Toyota International Teacher 
Program. 

  

  
  Hispanics Today #729  aired 03/16/08, 5 min segment 

Hispanic College Fund:  Helping Make Higher Education Possible 
Recent surveys show that among Hispanics who want to attend college, some 98 percent have 
reservations about how they’ll afford it. In response to this disconnect between want and means, 
the Hispanic College Fund started. Back in the early 1990’s a letter to a magazine editor provided 
the spark to start the fund. In the letter, a bright Hispanic student wrote about his despondency 
over not being able to afford college. That letter struck a chord with scores of Hispanic 
entrepreneurs. Two decades later, the Hispanic College Fund has turned into a multi-million dollar 
fundraising juggernaut with one sole mission; To help more Hispanics go to college. 



FAMILY ISSUES 

  

 Comments #555, "Fatherhood Development Seminar," aired 06/14/08, 22 mins  

This program featured a discussion with local community leader Reverend Dockery 

as he discussed his upcoming Fatherhood Development Seminar, a program designed 

to educate fathers on their roles and duties to not only their own children, but to the 

community at large.   

  
WNAB broadcast the following PSA related to family issues as a part of its regular PSA 

load:  

  

WNAB PSA YLLC 
Golf 

Locally-produced PSA promoting Metro Parks' youth golfing initiatives in 
Middle Tennessee 

  

WNAB also co-sponsored the following community events designed to provide 

family0oriented activities and bring them closer together as a result:  

  

American Kids 
Talent Search 

4/18/08 Event designed to bring out parents and their kids to "strut 
their stuff" before a live audience and find hidden talents to 
get the opportunity to become an entertainer 

YLLC Golf 
Tournament 

4/28/08 Golf tournament for youngsters designed to introduce the 
sport as a fun way for families to exercise and play together 

Main Street 
Festival  

4/26-
4/27/08 

Annual event in downtown Franklin, TN featuring music, food 
and kids' activities in a family-friendly environment.  Proceeds 
benefited the Heritage Foundation of Williamson County 

3 on 3 Connect 
Basketball 
Tournament 

5/3/08 Event sponsored by 3 on 3 connect, a local organization 
whose mission is to bring families together through sports 
activities.  This event featured a basketball tournament and a 
FamilyFun Zone with games, food and other activities for 
families to enjoy together 

Tour de Nash 5/17/08 Sponsored by Metro Parks, the office of the Mayor and part of the 
"Celebrate Nashville!" initiative, this fun ride/walk emphasized 
enjoying the beautiful scenery and attractions along Metro 
Nashville's parks and greenways as a family, promoting health and 
togetherness.  

Phil Fulmer and 
Friends Golf 
Tournament 

6/10/08 Proceeds from this tournament benefited the Jason 
Foundation, an organization dedicated to the prevention of 
teen suicide.   

5k Family Run for 
Fathers 

6/21/08 This event promoted fatherhood through a family "fun-run" 
on Fathers' Day.  Proceeds went to the Family Fund of Middle 
Tennessee, a non-profit dedicated to assisting families in 
crisis.   



CAREER ISSUES  

 
  Hispanics Today #732  aired 04/06/08, 5 min segment 

Carmen Dominguez: From homemaker to house builder. 
When she was just starting out her adult life, everyone thought Carmen Dominguez had it 
made. But this doctor’s wife wasn’t satisfied with being a homemaker. Instead, she 
wanted to build houses. Now, with her children grown, this native of Puerto Rico is doing 
just that. Carmen is an award-winning custom home builder sitting at the top of Orlando, 
Florida’s ultra-competitive residential real estate market. Her homes are more than bricks 
and mortar. Rather, Carmen views each one as her own personal creation tailored 
exclusively to each buyer’s unique personality. In this story, we meet Carmen and see 
firsthand how it’s never too late to start a new career, no matter how ambitious that 
career might be. 
  

  Hispanics Today #737  aired 05/11/08, 5 min segment 
Tina Cordova: Climbing the ladder of success right to the rooftops of Albuquerque. 

 As a young single mother in college, the last thing on Tina Cordova’s mind was starting her own 

business. She believed her future to be in restaurant management and she excelled in her field. 
However, in time, the restaurant business proved less than fulfilling and Tina set her sights high; 
To the rooftops of Albuquerque where she started her own construction business. That was two 
decades ago and Tina’s business, Queston Construction, is one of the most successful roofing 
companies in the Desert Southwest. Tina shares with us her own blueprints for success, even in a 
male-dominated industry.  
  

  Hispanics Today #738  aired 05/18/08, 6 min segment 
Roxana Lissa: Perseverance pays off for this Latina advertising pro. 
 When Roxana Lissa came to the U.S. from her native Argentina, she knew she had a unique 
perspective on her fellow Hispanic customers corporate America desperately wanted to reach. After 
learning the ropes in public relations, she launched her own P.R./Advertising firm. Today her 
portfolio of clients contains some of the world’s most recognized companies. We meet Roxana and 
see how perseverance and persistence have landed her atop the world of Public Relations. 

  
  

  Hispanics Today #739  aired 05/25/08, 5 min segment 
Federal Jobs: A shortage of government workers spells opportunity for Latinos. 
It’s no secret the first wave of “Baby Boomer” retirements promises to take a huge bite out of the 
private sector workforce. However, Uncle Sam is also not immune to this imminent “brain drain.” 
To remain competitive, the Federal government has launched an all-out media blitz to recruit 
talented Hispanics for jobs in public service. We’ll visit with President Bush’s top hiring director, 
Linda Springer, and see what incredible opportunities exist. We’ll also meet one of the first young 
Latino professionals to take advantage of this hiring bonanza, Dr. Luis Valerio, a brilliant food and 
drug scientist at the FDA in Maryland. 

  
  

  Hispanics Today #742  aired 06/15/08, 5 min segment 
Inside the ZGS Media Empire: Starting Small but Finishing Big! 
It started when two recent immigrants to the United States decided to invest a few hundred dollars 
a piece in the Spanish language broadcasting business, still in its formative years two decades ago. 
Today ZGS communications, the brainchild of Ron Gordon and Eduardo Zavala, has become a 
media empire with a reach far beyond its home office in Arlington, Virginia. With ten television 



stations and three radio outlets in some of the largest Hispanic markets, ZGS has become the 
number one independent owner of Telemundo-affiliated stations in this country. We take you 
behind the scenes of this broadcasting giant and show you how a business started on a shoestring 
can grow exponentially with hard work and passion. 

  
  Hispanics Today #744  aired 06/29/08, 5 min segment 

Theresa Alvillar-Speake: Opening Doors to Diversity at D.O.E. 
In the vernacular of the Federal government, D.O.E. is shorthand for an agency with an extremely 
long reach; The Department of Energy. When President George W. Bush took office in 2001, one of 
his earliest appointments was a Latina small-business-development expert from California named 
Theresa Alvillar-Speake. In this segment, we see why the enormous Department of Energy holds 
tremendous opportunity for Hispanic entrepreneurs. It is Theresa’s job to open doors to diversity 
and to generate awareness of those opportunities at D.O.E. 

  
  

  
 WNAB also aired the following PSA relating to Career Issues during the past quarter:  

  

Marines  
"For 
Country" 

Spot from the US Armed Forces and the Ad Council showing Marines in heroic 
and patriotic situations, illustrating the benefits and highlights of life in the 
USMC 

  
         
 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH 
  

  
 Comments #602, "Diabetic-Related Kidney Disease," aired 05/31/08, 22 mins  

This program featured an interview with Dr. Michael Faulkner, a renal expert, about 

the onset, symptoms, treatment, and management of renal issues that stem from a 

diabetic condition.  

  

  Hispanics Today #742  aired 06/15/08, 5 min segment 
Maricela Perez: For the Love of Nursing 
In less than a decade, the United States will experience what public health advocates are already 
calling a health care crisis; A shortage of qualified nurses. In anticipation of that shortage, nurses 
are already in high demand. Nursing has become an especially rewarding profession from a 
financial standpoint. However, it has long been rewarding for more altruistic reasons. That’s what 
led Maricela Perez to a nursing career two decades ago. Maricela has reached the highest level of 
nursing, a so-called “nurse practitioner.” These registered nurses are qualified to do most things a 
general practitioner doctor can do. They can administer medical aid, diagnose illness and even 
prescribe certain medications. Without nurses like Maricela, many underserved communities like 
hers in Chicago would be without adequate health care. We meet Maricela and see first-hand the 
difference she makes in the daily lives for so many in her community. 

  

 

 



 

 

 WNAB also aired the following PSAs relating to Public Health during the past quarter:  

  

WNAB PSA 
Immunodeficiency 
Catch 

Spot promoting awareness of HIV and other immunodeficiency disorders, 
advising viewers what can be done to prevent and where they can seek 
help 

PSA TSC Public Service 
Students         

Spot promoting awareness of genetic disorder Tuberous Sclerosis, a 
disease that can disfigure those who suffer from it, illustrating how it 
affects the lives of students, closes with a web plug and appeal to help 

PSA Diabetes 
Restaurant 

PSA raising awareness for diabetes and the management of the disease.  
Web plug: www.duiabetesA1C.org 

PSA Obesity 
Prevention Be a Player 

PSA from the Ad Council and the US Department of Health and Human 
Services raising awareness of childhood obesity.  Website plug: 
www.smallstep.gov 

PSA-Relay For Life Spot promoting the American Cancer Society by generating interest in the 
organization's annual "Relay For Life", Held on 6/6 

PSA-Sumner City Anti-
Drug 

Locally produced spot promoting awareness of drug abuse and informing 
viewers of resources to combat addiction and drug-related crime.  

PSA 30 St Jude Dream 
Home Giveaway 
"Hope" 

Locally-produced PSA promoting ticket sales for the St. Jude's Dream 
Home Giveaway, an event raising funds for the St. Jude's Children's 
Hospital 

  

Finally, WNAB also co-sponsored the following community events either designed to raise 

awareness of health issues or to raise money to support treatments and cures:  

  

Linda Davis 
Songwriter’s Night 

4/17/08 Event raising funds for the local chapter of the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association 

Music City Tennis 
Invitational 

4/20/08 Event benefiting the Frances Preston Vanderbilt 
Cancer Clinic 

Special Olympics 
Golf Tournament 

4/21 Event benefiting Special Olympics of Middle 
Tennessee 

Relay for Life 4/25, 5/3, 5/9, 5/16, 
5/30, 6/14, 6/20, 6/27 

A series of area events raising money and 
awareness for the mission of the American 
Cancer Society 

Singin’ In the 
Summertime  

6/16/08 An event that benefited the Arthritis Foundation 
of Middle Tennessee 

St. Jude Dream 
Home Giveaway 

6/22/08 Event benefiting the St. Jude's Children's research 
Hospital 

http://www.duiabetesa1c.org/
http://www.smallstep.gov/


  

  

  
  

OTHER COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES 
  

WNAB also served the community through its internet website, posting community activities 

and events on its Community Calendar page. WNAB listed over 50 community events on this 

page during the course of the quarter. A link to this page was prominently displayed on the 

website’s main page to make this information easy to access for visitors.  

  

WNAB also co-sponsored the following community activities not listed elsewhere in this 

document:  

  

Crop Hunger Walk 4/6/08  Sponsored by the Church of World Service, this event helped 
raise awareness and funding for the problem of hunger in Middle 
Tennessee 

Make A Difference 
Motorcycle Ride 

6/14/08 This event was sponsored by the LaVergne Rescue Squad and 
raised money for their lifesaving efforts 

Stamp Out Hunger 6/10/08 This event helped raise funding and food supplies for the local 
chapter of the Second Harvest Food Bank.  

Bark in the Park 5/3/08 This event brought pet owners and animal lovers out to a local 
park to give donations and raise awareness of pet health issues, 
owner resources, and animal cruelty prevention 

Paws for a Cause 5/10/08 This event sponsored by the Cheatham County Animal Assistance 
Fund united pet owners and animal lovers behind the cause of 
promoting "no-kill" shelters throughout the Middle Tennessee 
area.  

      

  

WNAB also aired Public Service Announcements related to environmental issues, reckless 

driving, and in promotion of various community events throughout the quarter.   

  

Following this document is a complete list of the Public Service Announcements broadcast by 

WNAB during the second quarter of 2008.  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 


