
OUT OF THE BLOCKS 
 
Nov 25, 2020 

This pandemic’s been a tough time for musicians. Clubs are closed, and gigs are 
cancelled. But our friends at Baltimore’s Creative Alliance had a lightbulb moment. 
They thought: These musicians that we usually book on our stage, what if we start 
booking them on stoops and porches? They’d be outdoors, the crowds would be small, 
just the neighbors on the block. People would be masked up and socially distant. But 
it’d be a little moment of community, and it’d give these musicians some work. 

THE DAILY DOSE 

DEC 23, 2020 

Maryland lawmakers call on Governor Larry Hogan to release more COVID-19 relief 
money. A proposal by state legislators aims to make the Maryland Environmental 
Service more transparent. A living legend in Maryland politics resigns. An infectious 
disease expert weighs in on the safest ways to celebrate the winter holidays. And we’ll 
go for a ride through the city with two bicyclists delivering Christmas trees and pulled 
pork. 

DEC 22, 2020 

Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott names two new members of his cabinet. Baltimore 
County caps charges from third-party food delivery services to help struggling 
restaurants. Oyster restoration efforts in the Chesapeake Bay are disrupted by COVID-
19 restrictions. And a new report sheds light on how this pandemic will affect children 
in Maryland for years to come.  

DEC 21, 2020 

Baltimore’s mayor steps up the city’s contact tracing effort. Dysfunctional water meters 
cost Baltimore City and County millions in lost revenue. Baltimore County officials and 
parents debate how new construction will affect already overcrowded schools. And 
Senator Ben Cardin weighs in on what federal coronavirus relief means for Maryland. 

DEC 18, 2020 

Governor Hogan issues an emergency order and advises all Marylanders to stay home 
for the holidays. Baltimore’s restaurant industry gets some help from the City Council 
when it comes to third party app delivery fees. And Governor Hogan’s former chief of 
staff is grilled by a legislative committee about expenses when he headed a state 
agency. 

DEC 17, 2020 

https://www.creativealliance.org/


Governor Hogan issues an emergency order and advises all Marylanders to stay home 
for the holidays. Baltimore’s restaurant industry gets some help from the City Council 
when it comes to third party app delivery fees. And Governor Hogan’s former chief of 
staff is grilled by a legislative committee about expenses when he headed a state 
agency. 

DEC 16, 2020 

Depression, substance abuse, and suicide are all on the rise since the COVID-19 crisis 
started. How can we take care of our mental health during this emotionally trying time? 
More vaccine doses are on the way to Maryland’s hospitals and nursing homes. And, 
the newest members of Baltimore City’s Board of Estimates met today for the first time. 
We’ll hear about an ethics rule introduced by Comptroller Bill Henry. 

DEC 14, 2020 

As the first round of Covid-19 vaccines are given to medical staff in the U.S. today, a 
medical ethicist sorts through the question, ‘Can and should employers require their 
employees to be vaccinated?’ Plus, Baltimore County’s first inspector general says she 
doesn’t yet have the staff she needs to do her job. 

DEC 11, 2020 

New coronavirus restrictions go into effect in Baltimore. Counties across the state are 
implementing new restrictions of their own. There’s some relief on the way for the 
state’s small businesses suffering under the weight of the pandemic. Plus, the former 
director of the Maryland Environmental Service is grilled at a legislative hearing about 
excessive agency expenses. 

DEC 10, 2020 

Governor Hogan announces some much-needed state aid for businesses hit hard by 
the pandemic. Anne Arundel County’s leader announces new local restrictions to help 
curb the COVID surge. And Baltimore’s new City Council is sworn in today. 

DEC 9, 2020 

Brandon Scott announces new, sweeping Covid-19 restrictions for Baltimore. Also, a 
look at how the new mayor might confront longstanding citywide issues of crime and 
inequality. And in Baltimore County, a fractious school board votes in new leadership. 

DEC 8, 2020 

Governor Hogan’s team outlines a plan for distributing an initial batch of COVID-19 
vaccine. Brandon Scott and Bill Henry are sworn in as Baltimore’s Mayor and 
Comptroller. And we look back at the career of outgoing Mayor Jack Young. 



DEC 7, 2020 

Officials say the recent ransomware attack on Baltimore County Public Schools did not 
compromise any personal data. Plus, the late Senator Paul Sarbanes is remembered 
by his longtime friend and colleague, Senator Barbara Mikulski. 

DEC 4, 2020 

Baltimore renters facing eviction will get some legal help. Plus, a one-on-one with 
Baltimore County Executive Johnny Olszewski about his response to the pandemic at 
the halfway mark of his term. 

DEC 3, 2020 

The University of Maryland Medical Center opens a new care unit for COVID-19 
patients. Baltimore County officials say there were no major glitches during the first day 
back to virtual school, following a cyberattack. And 2-1-1 Maryland, the state’s health 
and human services hotline, is serving an elevated need during the pandemic. 

DEC 1, 2020 

Baltimore looks to avoid what it calls a 'twindemic' this winter. Baltimore County 
Schools resume instruction tomorrow following last week’s cyber attack. Governor 
Hogan says Covid-19 cases are rising quickly in Maryland and warns of a shortage of 
healthcare workers. And an immunologist talks about staying the course ahead of (and 
after) a vaccine. 

NOV 30, 2020 

A ransomware attack continues to disrupt Baltimore County Public Schools, and the 
County Executive is criticizing the school system’s poor communication efforts during 
the crisis. Meanwhile, proposed housing developments in the county could overcrowd 
schools when students do get back to their classrooms. Plus, a traditional holiday 
production gets adapted for the pandemic. 

NOV 25, 2020 

A cyber-attack hits Baltimore County Public Schools. Maryland’s largest prison sees a 
Covid-19 outbreak. A survey shows nearly half of residents are not heeding holiday 
gathering and travel warnings. And Maryland’s Deputy Health Secretary shares advice 
for preserving our mental health during this challenging time. 

NOV 24, 2020 

Officials urge Marylanders not to travel for Thanksgiving. Baltimore County tries to trim 
down its marathon School Board meetings. The Baltimore City Health Committee 



considers the wisdom of overdose prevention sites. And MD COVID Alert technology 
tracks possible virus exposure via smartphone. 

NOV 23, 2020 

Governor Hogan announces new high-visibility efforts by Maryland State Police to 
enforce COVID-19 compliance. City Council President-Elect Nick Mosby urges 
Baltimore residents to heed public health officials' warnings . And those experiencing 
homelessness in Baltimore march to City Hall to advocate for their own safety during 
this pandemic. 

NOV 20, 2020 
 

Advocates say the education gap is being made worse by virtual learning. Baltimore 
considers a bill that would label systemic racism a public health crisis. An infectious 
disease doctor urges self-discipline to maintain health and safety measures during the 
holidays. And Maryland school officials keep their eyes on metrics and remain flexible. 

NOV 19, 2020 

Maryland hits its highest daily infection total since the onset of the pandemic. Baltimore 
City Schools will temporarily pause in-person learning after Thanksgiving. And we look 
at the logistics and ethics involved in the massive undertaking of vaccine distribution. 

NOV 18, 2020 

The head of Baltimore City Schools says so far, so good on the opening of more than 
two dozen schools this week. Governor Hogan says, no, Covid-19 is not like the flu, 
and tightens restrictions statewide. Plus, advice from a physician on how to mitigate 
infection risks when celebrating the upcoming holidays. 

NOV 17, 2020 

The rise in Covid-19 cases prompts Governor Hogan to tighten restrictions. State 
workers say they're not properly equipped for telework. The City Council held its 
penultimate meeting ahead of a new regime, and they passed a bill to help those 
experiencing homelessness in Baltimore. 

NOV 16, 2020 

In Baltimore, 27 public schools opened today for the system’s most vulnerable 
students. An eviction prevention bill is in front of City Council tonight. And in Towson, a 
long-awaited free circulator bus finally gets the green light. 

NOV 13, 2020 



County-by-county updates on tightening COVID-19 restrictions, plus the state’s 
moratorium on utility shut-offs ends this weekend, but BG&E says if you’re affected, it’s 
not too late to ask for help. And with the holidays approaching, how are retailers 
meeting the challenges of shopping in a pandemic? 

NOV 12, 2020 

Governor Hogan announces tens of millions in state funding to bolster the emergency 
response to the coronavirus. Baltimore top health official says new restrictions 
announced by Mayor Young must be followed in order to save lives. And Anne Arundel 
County’s leader says Hogan’s Covid-19 restrictions don’t go far enough. 

NOV 11, 2020 

Across Maryland, tightened restrictions and other orders are in place because of the 
spike in Covid-19 cases. On the heels of Gov Hogan’s press conference yesterday, 
Baltimore City Schools’ CEO announced a new plan to return students to classrooms. 
And in Baltimore County, a late-night meeting of the school board yields yet another 
revision of plans. 

NOV 9, 2020 

A spike in COVID-19 cases across the state prompts some jurisdictions to once again 
tighten restrictions, including Baltimore City. Baltimore County officials warn of 
renewed restrictions if residents don’t stay vigilant. And Governor Hogan calls on 
President Trump to accept that he’s lost the election. 

NOV 6, 2020 

A Covid-19 spike prompts new restrictions in Baltimore. Brandon Scott announces new 
committees to tackle the city’s longstanding issues. Maryland lawmakers announce 
pandemic work adjustments for the 2021 legislative session. Governor Hogan makes a 
plea to businesses and residents to mask-up and stay vigilant. The state’s childcare 
providers plead with Hogan to loosen restrictions on them. 

NOV 5, 2020 

Governor Hogan says businesses and county leaders must step up their enforcement 
of Maryland’s mask mandate and other restrictions. Baltimore County Council 
members now have to work out the details of using public money for election 
campaigns. And we’ll hear from a public health official about what we must do to 
prepare for the next phase of this pandemic. 

NOV 4, 2020 



Nearly half a million Marylanders voted on Election Day, adding to record-breaking 
early-voting and mail-in ballots. Democrats win Baltimore’s mayoral, city council 
president, and comptroller seats. Technical glitches delay vote results in some 
Maryland jurisdictions. Protestors take to the streets in Baltimore over remarks by 
President Trump. 

NOV 2, 2020 

Mayor Young signs a bill to protect vulnerable homeowners during the pandemic. An 
outcry by Baltimore County teachers has delayed their return to four schools. And the 
city’s democratic hopefuls were out in force today for a final get-out-the-vote push. 

OCT 30, 2020 

New COVID-19 cases are spiking in Baltimore. An outbreak among employees at the 
MVA strains relations with management. An epidemiologist warns against giving in to 
‘pandemic fatigue’ during a resurgence of the virus. Plus, advice on how to vote if 
you’re hospitalized or under quarantine. 

OCT 29, 2020 

Public health officials and state lawmakers debate the distribution priorities of a future 
Covid-19 vaccine. More than a million Marylanders have already voted by mail or drop-
box. Some City lawmakers are calling on the Mayor to increase the wages of those 
who pick up our trash and recycling in these challenging times. And open enrollment 
for health insurance starts this weekend. 

OCT 28, 2020 

COVID-19 positivity rates are on the rise in Baltimore. In Baltimore County, a bill 
restricting no-knock warrants is withdrawn. Public health officials and state lawmakers 
debate who should get priority for a COVID-19 vaccine. And a bioethicist untangles the 
boundary between politics and science in a pandemic. 

OCT 27, 2020 

Maryland’s first day of early in-person voting smashes previous state records. And area 
nursing homes struggle to balance residents’ physical health and emotional needs, as 
they cautiously open the doors to visitors. 

OCT 26, 2020 

The union for MVA employees says management is keeping them in the dark about co-
workers infected with COVID-19. The first day of early voting produced long lines in 
Baltimore County. And an epidemiologist shares advice on how to stay safe at the 
polls. 



OCT 23, 2020 

Baltimore mayoral candidates square off in a debate. Voting rights advocates say 
former felons might be denied their right to vote in this election. And four Baltimore 
County schools prepare to reopen their doors. 

OCT 22, 2020 

School superintendents say it’ll take millions in state aid to resume in-person learning. 
Governor Hogan promises 250 million in state aid to Maryland business owners. Voting 
rights advocates worry some former felons may be denied their right to vote. And the 
Maryland Board of elections says the volume of mail in ballots received already far 
exceeds 2016 numbers. 

OCT 21, 2020 

Baltimore County ballot drop boxes in traditional Republican corridors are seeing less 
traffic than their counterparts in Democratic zones. An immunologist critiques the 
governor’s vaccination plan. And Baltimore City Schools shares details on a plan to 
reopen 25 schools next month for in-person learning. 

OCT 20, 2020 

With a slashed budget and low ridership, the MTA struggles to keep public 
transportation a viable and safe service for those who need it. And the City Council 
passes a major tax sales bill and eyes more taxes on e-cigarettes. 

OCT 19, 2020 

Baltimore County elections officials tally thousands of mail-in ballots and sort through 
voter errors. Goats are unleashed on a city park. And demonstrators in Baltimore 
march in solidarity with others nationwide for voting and women’s rights. 

OCT 16, 2020 

In a virtual town hall, parents and teachers grill Baltimore City Schools officials on their 
plan to return some students to classrooms in November. And a Maryland House of 
Delegates workgroup votes to revamp state policing laws. 

OCT 15, 2020 

If you haven’t applied yet for a mail-in ballot, the clock is ticking. And if you haven’t 
responded yet to the 2020 Census, well, you’re about to miss the deadline. Plus, a 
teacher’s-eye view of the upcoming return to classrooms in Baltimore. 

OCT 14, 2020 



The city’s health commissioner says daily COVID cases are on the rise as flu season is 
upon us. Some parents of special needs students crash a meeting of Baltimore County 
teachers to make their voices heard. And today, an announcement from the C-E-O of 
Baltimore Schools about a return to the classrooms this fall. 

OCT 13, 2020 

An exclusive poll shows Brandon Scott with a runaway lead in Baltimore’s mayoral 
race. A Goucher Poll shows Marylanders have little faith in taking a Covid-19 vaccine. 
Baltimore’s Indigenous community members rally for the renaming of Columbus Day. 
And residents of a historically Black neighborhood in East Towson push back against 
the county’s affordable housing plan. 

OCT 12, 2020 

A new Goucher College poll shows a vast majority of Marylanders in favor of police 
reform. We remember a Baltimore advocate for racial justice. And a Green Party 
candidate gives an establishment Democrat some serious competition in a City Council 
race. 

OCT 9, 2020 

Public health expert Leana Wen puzzles through the COVID-19 diagnosis timeline, 
medical treatment, and recovery status of President Trump. And psychiatrist Asha 
Patton-Smith gives advice on preserving our mental health during the ongoing 
pandemic. 

OCT 8, 2020 

The top headlines of the day, plus a reporter’s guide through the long list of proposed 
charter amendments facing Baltimore voters on this fall’s ballot 

OCT 7, 2020 

An update on Maryland’s health insurance market, a report on changes in Baltimore’s 
water billing, and advice from an immunologist on how to safely celebrate Halloween 
and Thanksgiving during a pandemic 

OCT 6, 2020 

After long debate, the Baltimore County Council finally approves police reform 
legislation. And the Baltimore City Council has a busy night, passing bills on labor 
rights and the observance of Christopher Columbus, and considering bills to protect 
renters and prevent water shut-offs. 

OCT 5, 2020 



A new ballot question gives voters a say on how much control the governor gets over 
state budget dollars. And as Baltimore County renters remain vulnerable to evictions 
during the pandemic, County Council will take up a vote to protect them from rent 
hikes. 

OCT 2, 2020 

Baltimore County voters are already submitting ballots in certified drop boxes. State 
restrictions loosen on daycares and nursing homes. Maryland police reform proves 
divisive along party lines. And some city schools open as ‘student learning centers’ for 
vulnerable students. 

OCT 1, 2020 

Changes were announced today in rules governing Maryland’s child care and nursing 
home facilities. More rent relief may be on the way for Baltimore tenants. And city 
teachers demand to remain online for the rest of the school year. 

 


