
FCC QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST
1ST QUARTER 2022
For programming aired January 1, 2022 - March 31, 2022

This quarterly issues/programs list is a list of non-entertainment programming which, in the
opinion of the management of the station, represents the most significant treatment by the station
of certain issues believed to be of community concern.

The list is not intended to be a comprehensive list of all of the station’s non-entertainment
programming. Nor is it designed to list every program broadcast by the station that is responsive to
the selected issues. Included are only those programs in which the station devoted significant time
or depth to these various issues. All of the below were produced by WORT staff and volunteers.

Issues of significance:

● Economic issues
● Madison issues
● Education & youth issues
● Environmental issues
● Health issues

ISSUE: Economic issues
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

Progress Center for Black Women offers free childcare
this week. With Madison school officials unexpectedly
extending winter break and moving to virtual learning for
several days, the Progress Center for Black Women is
offering free childcare for parents who have to go back to
work and need childcare.

Interview on 6pm
local news.

January 3, 2022 @
6�20pm.

7 minutes, 49
seconds.

Colectivo workers take action, demand bargaining.
Colectivo workers in Milwaukee, Chicago, and Madison have
voted for representation from the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, the IBEW, but Colectivo
management has refused to bargain a first contract. We
speak with organizers.

Labor Radio, a
weekly
labor-focused news
show.

January 14, 2022
@ 5�30pm.

4 minutes, 55
seconds.

Starbucks employees push to unionize. Starbucks stores
across the country continue their drive for unionization in

Labor Radio, a
weekly

January 21, 2022
@ 5�30pm.

1 minutes, 49
seconds.



the wake of another electoral victory for Starbucks Workers
United, an organizing affiliate of the Service Employees
International Union. Overall, 26 Starbucks stores across the
country have now initiated an election process with the
NLRB.

labor-focused news
show.

How childcare affects the workforce. Childcare is at a
premium here in Wisconsin, with parents struggling to
decide whether to join the workforce or stay home with
their kids. We speak with reporter Natalie Yahr, who
recently published a cover story about this issue for the
Capital Times.

News interview 6pm
local news @
6�20pm.

January 27, 2022
@ 6�10pm.

12 minutes, 1
second.

Fighting back the tsunami of evictions. Susan Jennik from
League of Women Voters, and Erica K. López, UW-Madison
Clinical Instructor and head of the Eviction Defense Clinic,
join us to talk about tenant rights and working to fight
evictions in Dane County and across the country.

Interview on the 8
O’Clock Buzz,
weekday morning
drive time talk show.

February 1, 2022
@ 8am.

16 minutes, 8
seconds.

Management at Raven Software doesn’t recognize union.
Quality assurance workers at Raven Software in Middleton
are asking for voluntary recognition of their union. If the
Game Workers Alliance succeeds in their election, they will
be the first union at a major US video game studio to have
recognized collective bargaining.

Labor Radio, a
weekly
labor-focused news
show.

February 4, 2022
@ 5�30pm.

2 minutes, 26
seconds.

Wisconsin’s affordable housing crisis. The Wisconsin
Community Action Program (WISCAP) is the umbrella
organization for the state’s sixteen  anti-poverty
Community Action Agencies. We speak with WISCAP’s
Executive Director Brad Paul and Housing Program
Manager Andy Heidt to discuss Wisconsin’s housing crisis.

Interview on the 8
O’Clock Buzz,
weekday morning
drive time talk show.

February 7, 2022
@ 8am.

16 minutes, 50
seconds.

Report finds stark disparities in Madison homeownership.
A new report analyzing census data from 2019 finds that
only  around 15% of Black households in Madison own their
home, compared to over 50% of white households. That’s
amid ongoing local efforts to help level the playing field.

News report on
6pm local news.

March 7, 2022 @
6�10pm.

6 minutes, 57
seconds.

Workers at Unity Point - Meriter Hospital in Madison have
a new contract. We outline the new two-year contract with
help from Michael Elvord, a co-chair of SEIU Healthcare and
a newly-elected member of the SEIU board.

News report on
Labor Radio, weekly
labor news show.

March 26, 2022 @
5�30pm.

3 minutes, 44
seconds.

Tribal economies and the future of casinos. During the
pandemic, First Nations of Wisocnsin saw gaming revenues
decline by over thirty percent, forcing the Potawatomi,
Ho-Chunk and Oneida Nations to lay off 80% of their
gaming related workforce.

With gaming revenues making up three quarters or more of
tribal income, that volatility has some tribal leaders
wondering if gambling is still a safe bet. We speak with The
Wisconsin Center for Investigative Journalism’s Mario
Koran.

Interview on the 8
O’Clock Buzz,
weekday morning
drive time talk show.

March 28, 2022 @
8am.

15 minutes, 14
seconds.



ISSUE: Madison issues
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

South Madison plan officially adopted by Madison Council.
The Madison Council has officially adopted the South
Madison Plan to add more single-family homes to the city’s
south cide. The plan looks to prevent displacement and
gentrification as the city expands.

News report on 6pm
local news.

January 5, 2022 @
6�10pm.

3 minutes, 57
seconds

Madison southside gets new ambulance. For years,
residents on Madison’s southside have advocated for an
ambulance that would result in better emergency response
times. A new ambulance, years in the works, is aimed at
increasing service to the south side community.

News report on 6pm
local news.

January 10, 2022
@ 6�10pm.

2 minutes, 32
seconds.

Dane County jail consolidation project continues to face
barriers.  Dane County Board Chair Analiese Eicher is
calling for a “reality check” about the many constraints
facing the long-controversial jail consolidation project,
which is now facing ballooning costs and a variety of
perspectives about next steps forward.

News report on 6pm
local  news.

January 26, 2022
@ 6�10pm.

3 minutes, 25
seconds.

Network redesign aims to create more equitable bus
service. Madison transportation officials have picked their
plan to redesign the city’s bus system, but public input on
the revamp is ongoing.

News report on 6pm
local news.

February 1, 2022
@ 6�10pm.

4 minutes, 15
seconds.

Family of Quadren Wilson demands answers about
Thursday shooting. Law enforcement officials are
remaining mum about the details of a shooting of a local
man during an arrest involving dozens of local, county and
state law enforcement officials.

News report on 6pm
local news.

February 7, 2022
@ 6�10pm.

5 minutes, 6
seconds.

Sheriff Kalvin Barrett voices support for additional jail
consolidation. Dane County Sheriff Kalvin Barrett is urging
the Dane County Board to approve additional funding to
build a new jail. The plan to consolidate the jail was first
approved in 2019, and was originally estimated to cost
around $148 million. But as the price of labor and materials
went up during the pandemic, that original plan would now
cost an estimated $24 million more.

News story  on 6pm
local news.

February 14, 2022
@ 6�20pm.

4 minutes, 35
seconds.

Madison attorney sues city over Confederate Rest
removal. A Madison attorney has filed a lawsuit against
former Mayor Paul Soglin and twenty-two current and
former members of the Madison city council, alleging the
mayor violated state statutes and historic preservation rules
when he ordered the removal of two historic monuments
honoring Confederate soldiers.

News story  on 6pm
local news.

February 23, 2022
@ 6�20pm.

5 minutes, 36
seconds.

Officials update residents on expected changes to come
when the  Town of Madison is absorbed by the city this
fall. Residents voiced concern about an increase on
property taxes at a public information session about the
coming absorption of the Town of Madison.

News report on 6pm
local news.

March 17, 2022 @
6�10 pm.

2 minutes, 25
seconds.

Mark Pocan helps announce federal funds for men’s News interview  on March 22, 2022 @ 8 minutes, 23



homeless shelter in  Madison. The city of Madison is
receiving millions in federal funds to help build the new
permanent men’s homeless shelter. We speak with US
Representative Mark Pocan about the project.

6pm local news. 6�20pm. seconds.

ISSUE: Education & youth issues
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

Meet the Associated Students of Madison. In this feature
from The Daily Cardinal — one of UW Madison’s student
newspapers — producer Hope Karnopp talks with features
editor Gina Musso about the history and structure of ASM.

Higher education
feature on 6pm local
news.

January 4, 2022 @
6�30pm.

9 minutes, 52
seconds.

Addressing the youth mental health crisis. Last month, the
US Surgeon General issued an advisory warning of an
escalating youth mental health crisis. We speak with
UW-Madison professor Tally Moses about her research on
adolescent mental health.

Interview on A
Public Affair,
weekday listener
call-in talk show.

January 12, 2022
@ 12�06pm.

52 minutes, 44
seconds.

How do teachers unions want to address the pandemic?
Teachers’ unions across the world have been pushing back
against school boards to rapidly reopen public schools. The
threat of strikes in Chicago and elsewhere have forced
school boards to rethink their plans. We speak with Melissa
Arnold Lyon, a senior research scientist at Consortium for
Policy Research and a researcher at Brown University.

Interview on the 8
O’Clock Buzz,
weekday morning
drive time talk show.

January 24, 2022
@ 8am.

12 minutes, 8
seconds.

Advocating for youth with disabilities. The pandemic has
provided opportunities to raise awareness around disability
justice and universal design. We speak with two women who
have founded a local group that advocates for youth with
disabilities.

Interview on A
Public Affair,
weekday listener
call-in talk show.

February 1, 2022
@ 12�06pm.

53 minutes, 1
second.

Isthmus on WORT: A perfect storm. On  the cover of the
latest edition of Isthmus newspaper is a story about ongoing
struggles within the Madison Metro School District and
their Board of Education. The story contends that many of
the issues present now were there before the pandemic, but
exacerbated by present conditions.

Interview on 6pm
local news.

February 3, 2022
@ 6�20pm.

9 minutes, 12
seconds.

Students at East High School to train school on sexual
violence. Teachers, students, and administrators at Madison
East High School are receiving new training on sexual
violence. In a twist though, this time it’s students doing the
teaching as a new sexual violence focus group works to
educate the school.

News story on 6pm
local news.

February 10, 2022
@ 6�10pm

2 minutes,  15
seconds

La Follette Students stage walkout in support of Quadren
Wilson. About 75 students at La Follette High School walked
out of class this morning, just after 9 AM. They’d spend
more than two hours speaking about how they’ve been
impacted by the recent shooting of Quadren Wilson by law
enforcement individuals.

News story on 6pm
local news.

February 15, 2022
@ 6�10pm.

3 minutes, 56
seconds.

State Democrats introduce bill package to address teacher
shortage. A package of eight bills would raise the starting

News story on 6pm
local news.

February 21, 2022
@ 6�10 pm.

6 minutes, 1
second.



wage of teachers, ensure they receive the same health care
benefits of state lawmakers, and provide bonuses for
teachers who stay within the district for over five years.

Rural school districts throughout Wisconsin face a
funding crisis. Last week, a small school in Cameron
Wisconsin won a big triumph by just playing in the WIAA
men’s basketball tournament. That their school survives at
all is a testament to the challenges the community
overcomes to keep rural school open.

News story on Labor
Radio, weekly labor
news show.

March 18, 2022 @
5�30pm.

3 minutes, 56
seconds.

Investigation finds academic bullying at UW-Madison.
After the tragic suicide of a U-W Madison graduate student
in 2019, Wisconsin State Journal reporter Kelly Meyerhofer
began to look more closely at the incident. She found that
faculty abusing their students, or academic bullying, was
more prevalent at the university than anyone had realized.

News interview on
6pm local news.

March 21, 2022 @
6�20pm.

7 minutes, 57
seconds.

Melrose-Mindoro High School to offer auto racing as a
letterable sport. A high school in western Wisconsin is the
first to offer auto racing as a letterable sport. We speak with
Heather Young,  Athletic Director from Melrose-Mindoro
High School about why it is offering auto racing as the
school’s latest extracurricular option.

News interview on
6pm local news.

March 29, 2022 @
6�10pm.

8 minutes, 25
seconds.

ISSUE: Environment
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

National Guard holds status update on PFAS cleanup. The
National Guard held an open house outlining the
complicated process for cleaning up PFAS contamination at
the site. Amidst a timeline for the remedial investigation is
also an ongoing study from a local consultant about an
alternative method to clean up PFAS.

News report  on the
6pm local news.

January 12, 2022
@ 6�10pm.

7 minutes, 14
seconds.

City seeks public input on new watershed reports. After
experiencing historic flooding in 2018, Madison officials put
together a study to find how Madison’s watershed works
and what can be changed to keep flooding from  happening
in the city again. We speak with the city engineering
department about their  final drafts of three watersheds
around Madison.

News interview on
the 6pm local news.

January 31, 2022
@ 6�20pm.

10 minutes, 40
seconds.

UW-Madison joins the midwest climate collaborative.
Thirty local governments, academic institutions and
nonprofits from the space between the Appalachians and
the Great Plains have joined together to create the Midwest
Climate Collaborative. We speak with the Director of the
Office of Sustainability at UW-Madison, one of the partners
in the Collaborative.

Interview on the 8
O’Clock Buzz,
weekday morning
drive time talk show.

February 1, 2022
@ 8am.

13 minutes, 55
seconds.

New bills would allow cities to sell parks from
Knowles-Nelson stewardship.

News report  on the
6pm local news.

February 2, 2022
@ 6�10pm.

4 minutes, 45
seconds.



The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program has been around
for decades, enabling communities and nonprofits to
purchase land for conservation and public enjoyment. But a
new bill proposal would loosen requirements selling land
bought with Knowles Nelson funds, potentially undermining
conservation efforts the fund is intended to protect.

Algal blooms and climate change. Harmful algal blooms can
result in toxins in lakes that result in fish kills and disrupt
access for recreation and other economic activities —
including here in Madisons lakes. We speak with Dr. Grace
Wilkinson, a professor and researcher at the UW Madison
Center for Limnology.

Interview on science
news show
Perpetual Notion
Machine.

February 3, 2022
@ 7pm.

28 minutes.

The past and future of e-recycling. About two decades ago,
the manufacture of cathode ray tube TVs mostly ceased. Yet
they’re still around, languishing in secondhand stores. We
travel to Universal Recycling Technologies, an e-recycling
company based in Janesville.

In-depth news
report  on the 6pm
local news.

February 17, 2022
@ 6�30pm.

9 minutes, 50
seconds.

Judging a cosmetic by its cover. What are healthy cleaning
projects? How much can you tell about how a cosmetic was
made? We  speak with Emily Spilman from the
Environmental Working Group about the ingredients in
personal care and cleaning products.

Interview on science
news show
Perpetual Notion
Machine.

March 11, 2022 @
7pm.

29 minutes, 31
seconds.

Residents opposed to development in Hartmeyer National
Area. A group of Madison residents are voicing their
concern over a plan to develop acres of a wetland that is
also, partially, a contaminated brownfield.

News report  on the
6pm local news.

March 22, 2022 @
6�10pm.

3 minutes, 57
seconds.

State DNR rules factory farm in Kewaunee County must
monitor groundwater for pollution. Last week, the state
Department of Natural Resources issued a new permit to
Kinnard Farms in Kewaunee County saying that they must
monitor the groundwater in the surrounding area for
nitrate pollution. Residents of Kewaunee County say that’s a
win. We speak with Tony Wilkin Gibart, executive director
of the Midwest Environmental Advocates about the issue.

News interview  on
6pm local news.

March 28, 2022 @
6�20pm.

10 minutes.

ISSUE: Health
Responsive Programming:

TITLE & DESCRIPTION. PROGRAM DATE/TIME DURATION

Alcohol-related deaths on the rise in Wisconsin.
Wisconsin’s long standing culture around drinking has given
the state a national reputation, but a new report is showing
that that reputation comes with consequences. We speak
with Ari Brown and Mark Sommerhauser from the
Wisconsin Policy Forum.

Interview on 6pm
local news.

January 13, 2022
@ 6�20pm.

9 minutes, 15
seconds.

Body liberation in the new year. Amidst the bombardment
of weight-loss ads this January, we speak with author and
activist Virgie Tovar, one of the nation’s leading experts on
weight-based discrimination and body image, who says we
should reject institutional fatphobia and practical advice
about receiving medical care as a higher weight person.

Interview on A
Public Affair,
weekday listener
call-in talk show.

January 25, 2022
@ 12�06pm.

52 minutes, 42
second.



What’s going on with the Ascension-Thedacare lawsuit
over health care workers. Two health systems serving
patients in and around the Fox Valley have been in court,
fighting over the departure of a team of critical care
technicians and nurses from ThedaCare and their hire by
Ascension. We speak with a local reporter who followed the
story.

Interview on 6pm
local news.

January 27, 2022
@ 6�10pm.

12 minutes, 51
seconds.

Baby’s first years study and the child tax credit. We speak
with researchers from the University of Wisconsin–Madison
who recently published the findings of a four-year study
looking at the impact of “poverty reduction on family life
and infant and toddlers’ cognitive, emotional, and brain
development.”

Interview on A
Public Affair,
weekday listener
call-in talk show.

February 16, 2022
@ 12�06pm.

54 minutes, 57
seconds.

The financial impact of neighborhoods can predict
COVID-19 infections. A new joint study from George
Mason, UW-Madison and Harvard University finds that
neighborhood financial health is a good predictor of
COVID-19 infections.

Interview on the 8
O’Clock Buzz,
weekday morning
drive time talk show.

February 21, 2022
@ 8am.

16 minutes, 34
seconds.

UW community members mobilize over COVID safety
concerns. UW-Madison faculty, staff, undergraduate
employees and community members are mobilizing over
safety concerns caused by the end of required indoor
masking recently announced by UW administration.

News story on Labor
Radio, weekly labor
news show.

February 26, 2022
@ 5�30pm.

1 minutes, 49
seconds.

Social workers and therapists advocate for better
licensing procedure. Wisconsin has the largest backlog of
pending therapist and social worker licenses in the country,
with some having to wait months before they’re able to
work, further exacerbating shortages in care for patients.
We speak with Marc Herstand, head of the Wisconsin
chapter of the National ASsociation of Social Workers, just
after a hearing at the state capitol about the backlog.

Interview on 6pm
local news.

March 16, 2022 @
6pm.

10 minutes, 18
seconds.

Metabolism and its connection to mental and emotional
stress. We speak with Dale Schoeller, emeritus professor in
nutrition sciences at UW-Madison and lead author of a
recent study into the relationship between sleep and
metabolism.

Interview on science
news show
Perpetual Notion
Machine

March 17, 2022 @
7pm.

30 minutes

Mendota juvenile treatment center expands. The Mendota
Mental Health Institute is breaking  ground on a new project
to expand its juvenile treatment center; the start of a
three-year, nearly $66-million-dollar project that’s aimed at
tripling the facility’s patient capacity. We speak with Greg
van Rybroek, the Institute’s director.

Interview on 6pm
local news.

March 24, 2022 @
6�10pm.

10 minutes, 13
seconds.


