
QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT

WHYY-TV

FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY 1, 2021 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2021

The license of station WHYY-TV has determined that the following issues were of importance to the 
Delaware Valley community during the past three months and has aired the following programs to 
address these issues:

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

Great Performances presents From Vienna: The New Year's Celebration 2021
January 1 60 Minutes 9:00 pm 
Great Performances continues its tradition of ringing in the New Year with the Vienna Philharmonic at 
the world-famous Musikverein, with PBS favorite Hugh Bonneville (“Masterpiece: Downton Abbey”) 
returning as host for a fourth year.  Featuring everyone’s favorite Strauss Family waltzes, the 
celebrations also showcase the virtuosic dancing of the Vienna City Ballet performed on location in 
sumptuous Vienna landmarks.  

Great Performances presents Renee Fleming in Concert.
March 19 60 Minutes 9:00 pm

Soprano Renée Fleming performs live in the music salon of the historic Dumbarton Oaks estate in 
Washington, D.C. The program, with piano accompaniment by Robert Ainsley, shows off Fleming’s 
wide repertoire, from favorite arias by Puccini and Massenet to moving selections by Handel and 
Korngold.

ENVIRONMENT

Masterpiece presents All Creatures Great and Small.
January 10 60 Minutes 9:00 pm

Since their first publication in 1970, the beloved books of James Alfred Wight, published under the pen 
name James Herriot, have held a special place in people’s hearts throughout the world. Chronicling the 
heartwarming and humorous adventures of a young country vet, the books introduced readers to his 
unconventional mentor and the cast of farmers and townsfolk who lived and worked in the Yorkshire 
Dales in the 1930s.  

NOVA presents Pumas: Legends of the Ice Mountains
February 3 60 Minutes 8:00 pm

In a hidden realm at the end of the world, amidst the massive mountains of Chile’s Torres del Paine 
National Park, condors soar, brightly feathered caracaras keep a sharp eye out for prey and carrion, 
graceful guanacos roam, and even vivid pink flamingos make a theatrical appearance.  But this 
kingdom is truly the stronghold of the Puma – a large mountain lion that hunts for guanacos and hares 
from the plains to the high peaks.



NOVA presents Looking for Life on Mars
February 24 60 Minutes 9:00 pm

Follow along as NASA launches the Mars 2020 Mission, one of the most ambitious hunts for signs of 
life on Mars—from fossilized pond scum to spores that may be lying dormant, waiting to come back to 
life. While not the first mission to Mars, it will be first time a rover will land in Jezero Crater, an 
ancient river delta that could possibly be a cradle of life. 

HEALTH

Yoga in Practice mini-marathon
January 3 300 Minutes 5:00 pm

The series is designed to teach the foundations of yoga to the at-home student, and to encourage a daily 
yoga practice that is more than simply physical exercise. Each episode focuses on a universal theme, 
such as Courage or The Art of Slowing Down, and includes basic meditation and breathing techniques.

POLITICS

Frontline presents: A Thousand Cuts.
January 8 60 Minutes 9:00 pm

With press freedom under threat in the Philippines, “A Thousand Cuts” goes inside the escalating war 
between the government and the press. The documentary follows Maria Ressa, a renowned journalist 
who has become a top target of President Rodrigo Duterte’s crackdown on the news media. 

Dr. Fauci in conversation with Terry Gross.
Tuesday, February 3  75 Minutes 5:00 PM:   

Hear from Dr. Anthony Fauci in a live interview with Fresh Air's Terry Gross, as WHYY honors his 
career and contributions to public health, scientific advancement and education.

Independent Lens presents Dolores (encore).
March 20 60 Minutes 9:00 pm
One of the most important, yet least known activists of our time, Dolores Huerta was an equal partner 
in founding the first farm workers union with César Chávez. Tirelessly leading the fight for racial and 
labor justice, Huerta evolved into one of the most defiant feminists of the 20th century — and she 
continues the fight to this day, in her late 80s. With unprecedented access to this intensely private 
mother of 11, Peter Bratt's film Dolores chronicles Huerta’s life from her childhood in Stockton, 
California to her early years with the United Farm Workers, from her work with the headline-making 
grape boycott launched in 1965 to her role in the feminist movement of the '70s, to her continued work 
as a fearless activist.



RACE, IDENTITY AND CULTURE
Independent Lens presents: A Day in the Life of America.
January 11 60 Minutes 10:00 pm
Director Jared Leto crafts a sweeping yet intimate cross-section of America shot on a single July 4th in 
2017 with 92 film crews fanning out across each of the United States and Puerto Rico to capture A 
Day in the Life of America.   A gargantuan production shot over a single 24 hour period across the 
country, the film weaves a wide range of beliefs and backgrounds into a rich tapestry of life.  Black 
Louisianans talk about historic inequities that greeted soldiers returning to their homes after World 
War II, while a transgender woman recounts her coming out to her Hasidic Jewish community. A First 
Nations ceremony takes place in South Dakota while a Muslim girl in Minnesota trains at a boxing 
gym. A blunt young woman reflects on the opioid epidemic's repercussions in West Virginia while, 
eerily, preparations are made for the hateful and ultimately murderous Unite the Right rally in 
Charlottesville, Virginia a month later. One man in Chicago describes the versions of the United States 
he witnesses: “One that’s great and beautiful and idealistic. And there’s an America that doesn’t quite 
mesh up with the ideals.”

NOVA re-broadcasts Forgotten Genius
January 27 60 Minutes  9:00 pm 
About the remarkable life story of Percy Julian - not only one of the great African American scientists 
of the 20th century, but an industrialist, self-made millionaire, humanitarian and civil-rights pioneer. 
The grandson of Alabama slaves, Julian won worldwide acclaim for his research in chemistry and 
broke the color barrier in American science more than a decade before Jackie Robinson did so in 
baseball. He discovered a way to turn soybeans into synthetic steroids on an industrial scale, enabling 
drugs like cortisone to be widely available to millions. In a special two-hour presentation, NOVA 
traces the vivid and moving saga of Julian's dazzling scientific achievements and sometimes stormy 
personal life. His largely unknown story is brought to life with vivid period re-enactments based on 
newly accessible family archives and interviews with dozens of colleagues and relatives. Tony Award-
winning actor Ruben Santiago-Hudson stars as Julian. Courtney B. Vance narrates.

Independent Lens presents 9to5: The Story of a Movement. 
February 1 60 Minutes 10:00 pm
When Dolly Parton sang “9 to 5,” she was doing more than just shining a light on the professional fate 
of American women. Parton was singing the autobiographical tale of a movement that started with 
9to5, a group of Boston secretaries in the early 1970s. 


