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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 3rd Quarter 2020
Jul-Sep
KABC-TV 

ABC7 -CORE ISSUES 
3rd Quarter 2020

CORE ISSUES 

ABC7 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the 
third quarter of 2020: 

1. Health

2. Community

3. Public Safety

4. Weather/Wildfires

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 
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ABC7 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 
3rd Quarter 2020

HEALTH
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Jul 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Aug 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Sep 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.

Total Coverage:  2 Days 16 Hours 49 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News covered at length the various health topics of interest to its Southern 
California audience.  As was the case in second quarter, the most covered topic both around the 
world and in Los Angeles, was in regards to the novel coronavirus, also known as COVID-19. 

ABC7 has been reporting on COVID-19 from the beginning, and continued to do so throughout 
the third quarter of 2020.  As the number of coronavirus related deaths continued to climb, the 
discussion on whether or not to wear masks was still a strongly debated issue by Americans, and 
Californians were no exception.  The station reported on how despite a statewide mask 
mandate requiring pretty much everyone to wear a face covering when outside the home and near 
other people, there were still many who choose to defy California Governor Gavin Newsom’s 
mandate to do so.

Eyewitness News informed its viewers on the many cities that began to crack down and impose 
fines on those who would not comply with the mandate.  The city of West Hollywood has one of 
the higher fines for first time violators: $300.   The Glendale City Council approved a policy to 
issue a minimum $400 fine to anyone who does not wear a facial covering in public. Glendale's 
face covering order allows businesses to refuse service to any person does not wear a mask or 
comply with physical distancing.  It also authorized citations of $400 to individuals and businesses 
for the first violation, $1,000 for the second and $2,000 for the third.

In Beverly Hills, it is a $100 fine for the first offense, $200 for second, $500 for third and 
subsequent offenses. Violators in the city of Compton get a written warning for the first violation, 
$500 fine for a second violation, $750 for a third violation, and $1,000 for the fourth.
In Santa Monica, it is a $100 fine for an individual's first violation, $250 for second and $500 for 
third; $500 for a business's first violation, $750 for second and $1,000 for third.

ABC7 viewers were also informed of the large parties and gatherings that were taking place during 
the pandemic, violating public health orders, often taking place at homes that are vacant or being 
used as short-term rentals.  One such party not only had hundreds of people gathering with little 
social distancing and even fewer masks, but also saw it turn deadly.  One person was killed and 
two others critically wounded when gunfire erupted during the party held for an NFL player at a 
Mulholland mansion.  Before the shooting, police responded to multiple complaints from 
neighbors worried about the size of the gathering crowd.

To discourage the large gatherings, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti had issued a warning that 
water and power could be shut off to homes that were throwing large parties in violation of 
coronavirus health and safety orders.  He had to authorize shutting off utility service at a home in 
the Hollywood Hills that had hosted several large parties in violation of those health orders. The 
action came after multiple warnings from police.   
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COMMUNITY
Jul 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
29, 30, 31.   Aug 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 
25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Sep 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.

Total Coverage:  1 Day 15 Hours 17 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on community happenings that affected the station’s viewing area 
in the third quarter of 2020.  One topic the station covered was how students of all ages were to 
return to school, be it in person or virtually, for the fall.

ABC7 followed the on-going discussions on whether or not it was safe enough for students to 
return to in-person learning.  In early July, most students in California were expected to start fall 
classes from home after California’s Governor, Gavin Newsom, announced campuses in counties 
that were on the state's COVID-19 watch list (including Los Angeles County) would not be 
allowed to resume in-person learning. Los Angeles Unified School District’s Superintendent 
Austin Beutner echoed the governor’s statement and said that LAUSD students were not expected 
to return to schools for in-person classes before November.  By late September, however, 
elementary schools in Los Angeles County were able to apply for waivers to resume in-person 
instruction for students in transitional kindergarten through 2nd grade.  The waiver would allow 
children back in schools if they submit plans on safety guidelines among other items.  Waivers can 
only be granted if the county's coronavirus numbers remain below 200 cases for every 100,000 
residents. Ultimately, the decision is up to each county, based on the meeting certain heath 
requirements in their respective counties. 

The station also covered how a civil liberties advocacy group filed a lawsuit challenging Governor 
Newsom's executive order on the school closures. The Center for American Liberty believed the 
restrictions violate the constitutional guarantee to basic education and claimed online learning in 
the past was a "failed experiment" in which students were "unable to log on and access online 
learning, or if they could, experienced at best ineffective and at worse nonexistent instruction."
The suit also alleged that the restrictions were an affront to the constitutional guarantee to federal 
due process and equal protection guarantees, and the established right to an effective education for 
disabled children.

The California Supreme Court rejected two other lawsuits by the Orange County Board of 
Education and a coalition of private schools to overturn Governor Newsom’s emergency order to 
limit in-school learning.  The ruling ended nearly a two-month battle between schools and the 
state.



Page 4 of 5

PUBLIC SAFETY
Jul 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
29, 30, 31.   Aug 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 
25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Sep 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30. 

Total Coverage:  1 Day 12 Hours 

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted noteworthy airtime on Public Safety and Crime issues during the 
third quarter of 2020.  The story of great interest to Angelenos concerned the shooting and death of 
Dijon Kizzee in South Los Angeles.

Eyewitness News reported on the shooting of Dijon Kizzee, a 29-year-old black man who was 
stopped by deputies on August 31st for riding his bicycle in the wrong direction in the Westmont 
neighborhood near South Los Angeles. Kizzee fled on foot and then ended up in a physical 
confrontation with the deputies that resulted in them firing at him multiple times.  Sheriff 
Department officials also said Kizzee was a convicted felon who was not supposed to be in 
possession of a gun. Deputies wound up firing 19 rounds at Kizzee. He was hit 15 times. Deputies 
say Kizzee was shot after he had dropped and then picked up a handgun. The family's attorney said 
witnesses claim Kizzee had nothing in his hands before he was shot and was backing away at the 
time of the shooting. One eyewitness said he and his girlfriend were a foot away from the 
shooting, and saw Kizzee drop what appeared to be a bundle of clothing and heard a clattering 
“like a phone falling on the ground” seconds before the officers opened fire. He said they didn't 
hear any orders from the officers prior to the shooting.

ABC7 covered the many protests that followed days and weeks after the shooting.  Demonstrators 
gathered outside the South LA Sheriff's Station on several occasions.  People were arrested and an 
unlawful assembly declared as the reason for the arrests. Dramatic videos caught violent clashes 
between protesters and deputies. Demonstrators accused deputies of using excessive force and 
unlawful arrests. They were responding to LA County Sheriff Alex Villanueva's press conference 
that said disruptive groups from outside the community have been infiltrating the protests and 
causing trouble.

Although the Los Angeles Police Department requires its officers to wear body cams, that had not 
been the case for deputies in the LA Sheriff’s Department.  But just one day after Kizzee’s death, 
the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors voted to spend $25 million to buy body cameras for 
the sheriff’s department, with the roll-out beginning in October and taking eighteen months. 
Deputies will be required to upload body-worn camera recordings at the end of each shift.
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WEATHER/WILDFIRES
Jul 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 18, 19, 20, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Aug 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25.   Sep 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.

Total Coverage:  16 Hours 40 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted airtime on Weather/Wildfire Danger issues during the third 
quarter of 2020.  Significant coverage was given to many of the ongoing wildfires that 
still continue to burn across the state of California. The season is a part of the 2020 Western 
United States wildfire season.  As of the end of third quarter 2020, over 8,000 fires have burned 
over 4 million acres, more than 4% of the state's roughly 100 million acres of land, making 2020 
the largest wildfire season recorded in California's modern history, according to the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.  

ABC7 viewers learned that many of the fires were sparked by intense thunderstorms in mid- 
August, caused by moisture from the remnants of Tropical Storm Fausto. Response and 
evacuations were complicated by a historic heatwave and the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Governor declared a state of emergency on August 18.

The station gave extensive coverage on two particular wildfires that were ignited in Southern 
California:  The Bobcat Fire and the El Dorado Fire.  The Bobcat Fire started on September 6, 
2020.  By the end of September, it had burned over 110,000 acres in the central San Gabriel 
Mountains, in and around the Angeles National Forest, and was about 80% contained. The fire 
initially spread southward which prompted evacuation orders for residents in Sierra Madre, 
Monrovia, Bradbury, and Duarte, along with evacuation warnings for those in Arcadia, Pasadena, 
and Altadena. The fire then grew westward and threatened the Mount Wilson Observatory and by 
mid-September, was approaching within 500 feet of the observatory as firefighters worked to 
protect the structure. The fire conditions were exacerbated by very dry vegetation and rugged 
topography that makes it more difficult to access. Federal investigators continue to look into 
whether the Bobcat Fire was sparked by Southern California Edison utility equipment.  Along with 
El Dorado, the fire has contributed to hazardous air pollution in the Los Angeles region. It is one 
of the largest fires ever recorded in Los Angeles County. 

The El Dorado fire is an ongoing wildfire burning in the area of Yucaipa, west of Oak Glen near 
Highway 38 in San Bernardino County. Also igniting in early September, the fire has since 
expanded to over 22,000 acres and has destroyed 10 structures, including 4 residences, and 
damaged 6 others. The fire was caused by a malfunctioning smoke-generating pyrotechnical 
device at a gender reveal party. One firefighter was killed by the fire.  Charles Morton, 39, was a 
Big Bear Interagency Hotshot squad boss who had served with the U.S. Forest for 14 years out of 
an 18-year firefighting career. The procession to honor him included a U.S. Forest Service honor 
guard, along with the California Highway Patrol, escorting his body from San Bernardino to a 
mortuary in Orange County.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California

