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Public Affairs
WABK-FM airs the public affairs show “Maine View” that is designed to address 
important community issues. The following is a list of show topics during the Quarter.  
Each edition of Maine View also includes Maine Governor Paul LePage's weekly radio 
address and the response from the Democrat Party in Maine. Each address runs roughly 5 
minutes. Maine View has a run time of 20 minutes and airs Sunday at 7:00am

7/05: This week's edition of Maine View welcomes University of New England Professor 
of Marine Sciences James Sulikowski, who tells us Maine need not fear a return of the 
"summer of the shark."  Three recent unconfirmed sightings of "great whites" have 
created a stir of concern that sharks are swimming uncomfortably close to Maine.  
Professor Sulikowski explains why they're here, what they're after and why swimmers 
and sunbathers really need not fear "jaws." Also, Danny Williams, executive director of 
the Collins Center for the Arts, joins us to surprise us with news of what big shows are 
coming to the 'Center of it All,' including the first announcement of the Bangor 
Symphony Orchestra's gala which will bring the music of "piano men" Elton John and 
Billy Joel to the University of Maine.

7/12: This week's edition of Maine View started with an interview with Al Fuller, a 
retired teacher and coach from the Augusta area. He is an amateur baseball card collector 
who is a local 'expert' on the practice. He claims to have over 100,000 cards - some from 
as far back as the 1890's - as well as other material pieces of baseball memorabilia.  
When discussing the value of cards, Fuller does not recommend or offer prices. Those 
decisions, he said, are up to dealers who are looking to add to their own collection or are 
purchasing for a future resale. Any price offered, he said, would probably be less than the 
actual worth of the card anyway because the buyer will also be looking to make a profit 
in a future sale. The real enjoyment, Fuller said, is collecting and viewing the cards.  
With those parameters in mind Fuller made some recommendations about buying cards: 
look for those dated before 1970, and before the baseball card industry exploded; check 
for the card's condition, especially looking for equally cut margins and corners that aren't 
dog-eared; cards of big-name players are great, but keep an eye out for the unusual card, 
or little-known journeymen players. Those can be invaluable for a collector looking to 
complete a team series; and keep in mind there are possibly more super-valuable cards 
out there (like the early 20th century Honuis Wagner cards) but that there are 
counterfeits; finally, seal all favorite or valuable cards in a hard plastic case for safe 
keeping.

7/19: This edition of MAINEVIEW features a discussion with Maine State Fire Marshal 
Joe Thomas. Following Maine's first fatal fireworks related injury in Calais, we ask 
Thomas is fireworks are too dangerous for Maine. The parents of Devon Staples are 
calling for additional regulations on fireworks sales after their son accidently killed 



himself by placing what the family thought was a dud on his head.  It ignited and caused 
a fatal head injury. Thomas also answers if Maine needs to ban fireworks. Also, Maine 
Attorney General Janet Mills speaks of the additional police and prosecutors coming to 
help battle drugs in Maine. Not as much support as Governor Paul LePage wanted.  Mills 
suggests the additional help is a strong step in the right direction. She also speaks of 
measures to better protect Maine's seniors from fraud and abuse.

7/26: This week's edition of Maine View features our conversation with Julie Rabinowitz 
of Maine's Department of Labor on the June Unemployment rate of 4.7%. Julie explains 
how the rate is seasonally adjusted.  She also touches on if this number, steady from the 
two previous months, is indeed an indication of a strengthening state economy.  Another 
point Julie touches on is the number of government/public sector/taxpayer jobs set aside 
versus the number of private sector/non-taxpayer supported jobs created in the past year. 
Also, we call Dr. Chris Mackowski of St Bonaventure and the blog Emerging Civil War. 
His blog has blown up following the flag of over the Confederate Battle Flag  -- removed 
by the South Carolina State Government following the shoot at a church. Mackowski 
speaks of a swinging pendulum and thought police.  

8/02: This week's edition of Maine View started with an interview with Colleen Quint, 
President and CEO of the Alfond Scholarship Fund. It's a 500-dollar investment seed 
grant to every baby born in Maine, for the use of post-secondary education. The money is 
held and invested by the Fund, and is redeemable until the child is 28-years old. This 
year, the fund is expected to provide nearly six million dollars of fund money to an 
estimated 12,000 children born in Maine. There are solid answers to commonly asked 
questions: The Foundation will contact the new parents about the eligibility, and provide 
quarterly investment reports on the growth of the grant; If a child moves out of state, the 
grant money is not taken away; The grant does not have to be used at a Maine institution. 
Quint said that many families "bundle" to make the tuitions at any institution/school 
anyway and the Alfond Fund is a part of it. Most importantly, said Quint, the scholarship 
fund provides the child and family with some initiative to strive for post-secondary 
education. She said it was part of Harold Alfond's dream to "raise-up" the aspirations and 
educated quality of all young people in Maine. The three core elements of the fund are 
enrollment, family savings and education messaging. The Fund is joined by supported 
organizations that include the Maine Community College System, the U-Maine System, 
the Maine Community Foundation and the Senator George J. Mitchell Scholarship 
Research Institute.

8/09:  This week's edition of Maine View features a conversation with Dylan Voorhees of 
the natural resources council of Maine. We're following up on President Obama's clean 
power plan, what it means for Maine, and how it could possibly produce lower Electricity 
bills for people in our state. We also talk with Coleen Prenda, a woman originally from 
Washington County, who now lives in Washington DC and is a "body double" for the 
character Robin on the Netflix feature House of Cards. She takes is inside the filming of 



the very popular feature, she comments on the multiple Emmy nominations, and how a 
girl from Washington County Maine is now a big star.

8/16: This week's edition of Maine View features a discussion with Maine Republican 
Senator Susan Collins. Collins discusses the need for tighter cyber security United States 
in light of recent hack attacks some traced back to China. Collins also discusses how 
passed legislation seeking to tighten United States security against these attacks has 
failed. Senator Collins also discusses the Iran nuclear deal. She touches on the pitfalls and 
possible promise of a seat for Middle East and super world should Iran adhere to the 
restrictions. Finally Senator Collins answers questions concerning the Planned 
Parenthood sting videos that called into question the possible negotiation for sale of fetal 
tissue by executives within the federal he funded program.  She mentions the need to 
investigate Planned Parenthood if necessary.

8/23: This week's edition of Maine View features an interview with Thomas Harnett, 
mayor of Gardiner, Maine. The discussion concerned the major fire on Water Street in 
downtown Gardiner on July 16, and its aftermath and ramifications. The fire blaze left 
eleven people homeless, the building gutted, and two adjacent buildings with smoke and 
water damage. The fire, of undetermined origin in the late 19-century brick facade 
building at 235 Water Street, was first reported to the Gardiner Fire Department at 4:30 
pm on Thursday, July 16. Battling it required help from fire departments out of Augusta, 
Farmingdale, Randolph, Pittston, Togus, West Gardiner, Winthrop, Topsham and 
Winslow. Harnett cited Gardiner Chief Al Nelson with coordinating the effort both on 
Water Street and the Arcade Parking lot in back. It was brought under control by 11pm, 
but Water Street was closed for another two days for safety concerns . With help from the 
American Red Cross, United Way of Mid-Maine, and countless private donations, the 
displaced persons have since found 'permanent' part time housing until the future of the 
building is decided. Harnett said it may take years to get the city's input, council 
approval, and finally a public vote to: buy the building if it is offered; privately renovate 
it; tear it down; or make another use of it. Downtown Water Street has since returned to 
somewhat normal, with the re-opening of Gerard's, the popular 50-year-old pizzeria and 
eatery. Harnett said the people of Gardiner - in the toughest of times - have again shown 
their best. Donations are still being accepted.

8/30: This week's edition of Maine View features a conversation with Michael Saltsman 
I'll be employment policies institute. Saltsman presents a study by economists at Trinity 
and Miami University on the effects of raising means minimum wage. Saltsman works 
for organizations that represent restaurants and has concerns about what raising means 
minimum wage will do. We also talk with Peter Geiger the publisher of the Lewiston 
based Farmers Almanac. Geiger shares his prediction for what's ahead this coming winter 
season, and other interesting items in the Farmer's almanac.

9/06: This week’s edition of Maine View features a conversation with Camden national 
Bank President Greg DuFour. Greg, on his way to work one day, noticed homeless 
people in need of help. This launch Camden national Bank's hope at home campaign. 



Also we speak with Julie Rabinowitz of M Department of Labor about the states "hire a 
vet" campaign. This campaign hopes to find employment for experience veterans of 
recent wars.

9/13: This week’s edition of Maine View features a discussion with Derek Volk of 
Scarborough. He is a father and the author of the book "chasing the rabbit." The book 
Chronicles his trials in raising his son who has autism. Volk details his denial, the search 
for treatment, and the inevitable acceptance of seeing his son into adulthood while 
meeting these challenges. We also catch up with Scott Mitchell, a medical student from 
Glenburn, Maine. Scott launched the stand with me.org project, in which he builds 
medical devices, standers, which allow children in Third World nations, who cannot 
stand on their own to stand for the first time. Mitchell details the growing success of the 
program, and the cost savings of these devices versus those commonly used in the 
medical marketplace.

9/20: This week’s edition of Maine View features an interview with Laura Benedict, 
owner of the Red Barn Restaurant on Route 201 in Augusta. She has been in the news for 
the many fundraisers she stages at her restaurant for the benefit of clubs, teams, families 
and individuals. Benedict struggled for many years with business and personal problems, 
and filed for bankruptcy protection four times in nearly 30 years of running the 
restaurant. She accepted sobriety, and the idea that helping other people in need could 
reflect positively on her. She began using the Red Barn to serve free food for donations 
toward whomever needed funding, and regular business began increasing. Every charity 
event is handled differently, she said, whether it is a set price for "donations," or 
whatever patrons could afford. Money has been raised for organizations including Relay 
for Life, Cony Project Graduation, the Good Sheppard Food Bank, the Kennebec Valley 
Humane Society, and many others. Countless individuals who have struggled with 
tragedy have benefitted from the Red Barn. Recently it hosted a fundraiser for the family 
of a local man in his early 40's that died from a massive coronary while mowing his lawn. 
Benedict also said she employs a loyal workforce who often volunteers their time for the 
fundraising dinners.
9/27: This week’s edition of Maine View previews the October 3 and fourth Union St., 
Athletics fit fight workout for United Way. Les Mills certified fitness instructors Ryan 
McLaughlin and Sheila Drinkwater come in studio to tell us about the events of the day, 
and they are joined on the telephone by Jesse Moriarty of the United Way of eastern 
Maine to detail the work of the United Way and how it benefits agencies in five counties 
in Maine. 


