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Public Affairs
WABK-FM airs the public affairs show “Maine View” that is designed to address 
important community issues. The following is a list of show topics during the Quarter.  
Each edition of Maine View also includes Maine Governor Paul LePage's weekly radio 
address and the response from the Democrat Party in Maine. Each address runs roughly 5 
minutes. Maine View has a run time of 20 minutes and airs Sunday at 7:00am

4/5: This week's edition of Maine View featured a conversation with Ken Quinn, the 
State of Maine Director of Convention of States. Quinn explained that Article Five of the 
US Constitution allows for a critical mass of states to unite to direct Congress to do its 
collective will. Quinn explained the reason behind the call, the odds of it happening and 
Maine's critical role in making it happen.  Also featured, was Scott Mitchell of Glenburn.  
Scott detailed his faith-based mission to help construct pediatric standing units -- 
carefully crafted wooden devices -- that help young children stricken with cerebral palsy 
stand.  And for children in South American countries, where healthcare is expensive or 
non-existent, some kids are standing for the first time.

4/12: This week's edition of Maine View featured a conversation with State Senator 
David Burns (R-Whiting) who proposed a "religious freedom" act, similar but not 
identical to a bill that caused social division in Indiana and to a lesser degree in Arkansas.  
Senator Burns was not available for comment to the Bangor Daily News, but he did take 
the opportunity to speak with us about his reasoning, the need, the plan for the measure, 
and the potential social and political fallout. Also, we rang up the phone of Liz Hall, of 
the Bicycle Coalition of Maine on the weekend's Great Bike Swap at the University of 
Maine Orono. It is the biggest fundraising event of the year for the coalition.  Liz speaks 
of the mission of the coalition, the state of Maine's roads, the need to share the roadways 
with cyclists and how to keep fatalities down.

4/19:  This week’s Maine View featured an interview with Sarah Lakeman, Sustainable 
Maine Project Manager for the Natural Resources Council of Maine. The topic was the 
recently imposed five-cent fee in Portland for single-use plastic or paper bags at stores 
and markets and the discontinued use of polystyrene (styrofoam) cups and containers. 
Through a vote by the city council, Portland joins Freeport in the effort, and other 
southern and central Maine communities are considering similar environmental moves. 



The problem with plastics bags and polystyrene containers is that they are not 
biodegradable. The materials are seen in trees, in fields, and along roadways, posing a 
danger to wildlife, waterfowl, and creating eyesores for naturalists. Markets and stores in 
Portland (those who make more than two percent of their money selling food) are 
encouraging the use of recyclable shopping bags - sold for a charge near one dollar each. 
Several questions remain with the initiative: Will customers be swayed by the five-cent 
fee, or simply pay it for the convenience of plastic? Should the fee be higher?  Will the 
public increase its use of recyclable shopping bags? Should the fee money be kept by the 
stores (at present) or be used in part for recycling education? Lakeman said those 
questions will be answered once a baseline of data is collected over a period of time.

4/26: This week’s edition of Main View looked in depth into Governor Paul LePage's bill 
that would require any adjustments in means and minimum-wage be made at a state level, 
not a municipal level. This could effort work by Bangor and Portland to set minimum 
wages within the confines of their cities.  We also talked with State Senator Andre 
Cushing, the Republican of Southern Penobscot County, who's sponsoring the Governor's 
bill. We speak with Bangor city counselor Joe Baldacci, who has started a conversation 
for a local minimum wage in the city of Bangor. Finally, we spoke with Maine Governor 
Paul LePage, Who suggests the greatest raising minimum-wage the state could give to 
people is cutting the income tax. 

5/3: This week's edition of Maine View features a discussion about Americorp with Jen 
Brooks and Jason Alymer of Eastern Maine Development Corporation along with 
Americorp volunteers Erin St. Peter and Olivia Gambocarto.  EMDC has taken 
management of the Americorp program in Eastern Maine.  Volunteers offer a year's 
service to the program and often find themselves so valuable to the 
businesses/organizations that they serve that they find themselves gainfully employed.  
Also, Dr Colette Sabbagh, of the board of the Maine Discovery Museum.  A few years 
back the lights behind the "V-E-R-Y M-U-S-E-U-M" of the museum's sign burned out, 
inspiring the non-profit to book Maine disco band Motor Booty Affair to a fundraiser.  It 
was so successful, they museum is doing it again.  Colette drops by with disco tunes and 
our invitation to the affair. 

5/10: This week’s Maine View features an interview with two people involved in the 
annual (bicycle) Trek Across Maine to benefit the American Lung Association. Ed Miller 
is Vice President of Public Policy, American Lung Association of Maine-New England. 
George Eastman is a veteran trekker and long-time volunteer for the event. In 2013 he 
received the Dana Dutton Volunteer Excellence Award for his efforts.  To date, the Trek 
has raised approximately 24-million dollars in donations and sponsorships over 30 years. 
It's a three-day ride, Father's Day Weekend (June 19-21, 2015) starting at Sunday River 
in Bethel . The first leg is to the University of Maine/Farmington, where trekkers spend 
the night. The next day's trip is to Colby College in Waterville and another night's stay. 
The third leg is from Waterville to Belfast and a final reception. The goal for 2015 is 



2600 cyclists, 165 teams and 750 volunteers. The trekkers also have important assistance 
from the colleges, as well as police departments and first responders along the way.  Also 
discussed was a new initiative for the AMA called Lung Force. Its priorities are: making 
lung cancer a cause that people care about - and act on; educating and empower patients 
and healthcare providers; and raising critical funds for lung cancer research. The 
campaign was set to kick-off the second week of May, 2015.

5/17: This week's edition of Maine View welcomed independent contractor John 
Partridge of Woodwise Quality Homes in Ellsworth who is spearheading an effort to 
build a permanent structure for Emergency Medical Services personnel at the Common 
Ground Fair.  For 29 years they've been staffed in a tent.  Partridge and others are trying 
to build a "green" structure.  He talks about donations and the need to raise a boatload of 
cash to see the building up for this September's Common Ground Fair. Also, we caught 
up with Greg Sirpis, the chair of the board of Maine Operation Game Thief, which is 
offering a $3,500 reward for information leading to the arrest of whomever illegally shot 
and killed four does in Maine recently.  Sirpis touches on how the fund is replenished, the 
importance of the organization and a few details of the most recent case.

5/24: This week's edition of Maine View featured a discussion with Chief of the Maine 
State Police Colonel Robert Williams.  This month, law enforcement marked its annual 
Memorial Ceremony.  But no new names needed to be added the Officers Memorial in 
Augusta.  Still, it's a dangerous job and Colonel Williams discusses the dangers of today's 
law enforcement. Also, we speak with Debra Wagner of the Lisbon Falls Moxie Festival, 
celebrating the distinctive Made-in-Maine soft drink.  Wagner, aka The Moxie Lady, tells 
of the genesis of the drink, its ties to Maine, and the events of this year's festival.  She 
also shared a pdf of the student designed award-winning logo for this year's festival.

5/31: This week’s Maine View featured an interview with Carolann Oullette, Director of 
the Maine Office of Tourism, a subdivision of the Maine Department of Economic and 
Community Development. In her fifth year at the position, Oullette is responsible for 
"strategic direction and planning of the major elements of the office, from integrated 
marketing programs, advertising, media relations, international marketing, research, 
product development, cultural and heritage tourism and special promotions." The clients 
are served by the award-winning website visitmaine.com, which is also accessed through 
maine.gov. It is an interactive site chock-full of information on every tourist attraction 
from camping to dining to wildlife watching. The site also has interesting demographic 
information covering all the tourism 'sectors' of Maine. There are also personal 
perspectives from Mainers and the things they do and /or offer the state's visitors and 
customers. Maine has just entered the summer season with the Memorial Day weekend 
passing. Oullette says the office does no prognosticating about the tourism success of the 
months to come, but all initial signs point to a strong late spring and fall. There is a 



concerted effort to advertise Maine, of course, as a four-season destination.

6/7: This week's edition of Maine View featured a one-on-one with Scott Gagnon of 
Smart Approaches to Marijuanna, a Maine-based organization opposed to legislative and 
citizen-organization efforts to legalize the recreational use of marijuana in Maine.  
Gagnon outlines SAM's concerns.  He touched on how some legislative efforts have 
fallen under their own weight and the concern that a citizen vote may open a Pandora's 
box. Also, we welcome Heather McCarthy for an update on the musical acts coming to 
this August's American Folk Festival.  We hear the music of five or six recently 
announced acts and learn the latest on the need for volunteers to keep the festival free.  

6/14: This week’s edition of Maine View brought Maine Senator Susan Collins to the 
program to follow up on the cyber hike that compromised the personal information of 
some more than four million current and former workers. Collins discussed the likelihood 
that China was responsible for the attack and how imperative that Government and the 
Private Sector must cooperate to stem the problem.
Also, Paul McCarrier of Legalize Maine speaks with us about his Maine-based 
organization's effort to legalize the recreational use of marijuana.  Paul details the 
difference between Legalize Maine and the Washington DC based Marijuana Policy 
Project, how much each plan would tax before selling pot, who could sell and what hopes 
he has to see this measure reach a statewide vote on November 2016.

6/21: This week’s edition of Maine View featured an interview with Caragh Fitzgerald, 
Associate Extension Professor, Extension Educator, with the University of Maine 
Cooperative Extension Service. Fitzgerald is based in the Kennebec County office in 
Augusta. The discussion was a 'garden variety' talk about growing vegetables in the ever-
challenging climate of Maine, and tips on planting and pest control. Fitzgerald suggested, 
especially for the new gardener, to buy seeded-and-grown vegetables in the six-packs at 
agricultural stores. Once they are acclimated to where they will be planted, put them in 
the ground. Fitzgerald said pest-control can be done organically, and without the use of 
any pesticides. For example -  to stop cutworms from burrowing under the soil and eating 
veggie roots, bury the plant roots inside a paper or plastic cup to block the pests. Another 
example - to keep deer and other animals from entering the gardens use scents that are 
abhorrent to them rather than try to build an impenetrable fortress around the perimeter. 
Fitzgerald said she recommends not tilling up everything when the season is over. She 
explained that tilling is too disruptive to the nutrients in a particular plot, and the gardener 
may unintentionally spread unwanted seeds to parts of the garden.

6/28: This week's edition of Maine View welcomed Cathy Billings of the Walk To 
Defeat ALS coming to Bangor in late August.  ALS captured lighting in a bottle with the 
"ice bucket challenge" last year. Not counting on that this year, ALS in Maine is again 



offering a Prize Calendar from which you could win items and experiences.  Cathy tells 
us of all of them and the importance of her organization's work. Also, Mike Fern of the 
Kiwanis 4th of July Corporation takes a seat in our studio to talk of fundraising for this 
year's Independence Day celebrations.  Pancake breakfast, Road Race, Concert and 
Fireworks display.  He addresses last year's fireworks in the pouring rain and what 
monies are needed to see this July 4th event succeed.


