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Public Affairs
WABK-FM airs the public affairs show “Maine View” that is designed to address 
important community issues. The following is a list of show topics during the Quarter.  
Each edition of Maine View also includes Maine Governor Paul LePage's weekly radio 
address and the response from the Democrat Party in Maine. Each address runs roughly 5 
minutes. Maine View has a run time of 20 minutes and airs Sunday at 7:00am

10/4: This week’s edition of Maine View features a conversation with staff Sergeant 
Travis Mills. This paraplegic veteran now lives in Maine and is working to build a camp 
where similarly hurt veterans can recreate with their families. Mills has written a book 
"as tough as they come." Mills talks about the book, his writing it, the message she 
intends to send, and his future with his family. We also speak with Melissa Gerety of the 
Bangor historical Society about some of the "spooky" happenings at the Bangor historical 
Society leading up to Halloween. Gerety speaks specifically of the historical society's 
"ghost tours," and autumn wine events. She also mentions some of the historical pieces 
now contained at the Hillhouse in Bangor.

10/10: This week’s edition of Maine View featured an interview with Chris Sementelli, 
Program Manager for Maine General Sports Medicine. The group is based in Augusta, 
Oakland and Manchester and contracts its services to many area schools. Sementelli is a 
certified athletic trainer at Erskine Academy in South China, Maine. He is also on the 
board of the Maine Concussion Management Initiative, and serves on the Maine 
Principals' Association Sports Medicine Committee. The topic was concussions, and an 
update on the effectiveness of the 2013 Maine state law directing every school district in 
the state to have a protocol in dealing with such a injury. Sementelli said the law 
distinguishes between academic and athletic directives - that is, when a student can be 
cleared to first return to classes, and then to sports participation. A series of physical and 
mental-intuitive tests are a major part of the recovery process. For prevention of 
concussions emphahsis is placed on training and teaching safe sports techniques. For 
instance, helmet-on-helmet contact in football is strictly dissuaded, as is any 'move' that 
might lead to head injury. Football, he said, is not the only sport to cause concussions. 
They can happen in soccer, baseball, basketball, cheerleading, and most other sports. 
Identifying the injury is key, and th student athlete is encouraged to report any symptoms. 
Sometimes a teammate may report the symptoms of a teammate.

10/18: This edition of Maine View features our conversation with Charlie Therrien the 
president and CEO of Maine coast memorial hospital. Maine Coast Memorial Hospital in 
Ellsworth has joined the eastern Maine healthcare systems network. Therrien speaks of 



the need for the merger, what will be different for patients, what will be the same for 
patients, and how this will help advanced medicine and keep costs down in Ellsworth.
This edition also features our discussion with Talya Edlund Maine's 2016 teacher of the 
year. She found out her honor during a semi-surprise school assembly this month. She 
talks to us about her quest for better education for her students, the challenges, and the 
rewards of teaching.

10/25: This week’s edition of Maine View features a discussion with University of Maine 
economist professor Philip Trostel. His report on the benefits of college education to 
individuals and society came out this week. The professor talks with us about the benefits 
to an individual and to society of a college education, while addressing the affordability 
issues. We also speak with Maine State police chief Colonel Robert Williams about the 
states fledgling.  The professor talks with us about the benefits to an individual and two 
society of a college education, while addressing the affordability issues. We also speak 
with Maine state police chief Colonel Robert Williams about them states fledgling "Cold 
Case" Squad. The kernel addresses the expectations and understanding is necessary from 
families and the public as this squad begins its work. The kernel says not to expect any 
major breaks immediately.

11/1: This week’s edition of Maine View featured an interview with Peter Geiger, editor 
of The Farmer's Almanac. Not to be confused with the "Old" Farmer's Almanac, Geiger's 
magazine and website are based in Lewiston, Maine. The staff is currently assembling 
next year's edition - the 200th edition of The Farmer's Almanac The 199th edition is now 
available at stores. Geiger said The Farmer's Almanac has kept steady even though the 
world around it continues to change. It still offers insight and hints for everyday living 
and working; it amuses with stories both historical and hysterical; it challenges with 
puzzles and mathematic equations; and it does not cotton to politics, either others or its 
own. Geiger said the Almanac has also "embraced the technology" with entry into the 
cyber world and social media. Indeed, sales of the magazine format number in the tens-
of-thousands while internet "hits" total nearly or over a million. The 200th edition with 
be special, with added features and articles. In particular will be a study of eclipses, and 
one expected in 2017 that is titled 'The American Eclipse," since only mainland 
Americans will be able to see it fully. The Almanac will also study the modern 
effectiveness of 'old' tinctures and remedies. Because as Geiger's essay suggests..."The 
more things change, the more they stay the same."

11/8: This week's edition of Maine View features a conversation with Patrick Moody and 
Jen Ryan of AAA New England. A study has found that advanced electronics in today's 
cars, trucks and SUV are creating distractions and contributing to additional mishaps, not 
averting them.  In some cases, use of hands free devices may keep the driver's hands on 
the wheel, but mentally, its use take the driver's mind off the road for an average of 27 
seconds AFTER its use. Also, we talk with Maine Senator Angus King, back from an 



Artic Summit in Iceland. He speaks to the prediction of ice clearing and creating an 
Arctic trade route and how Maine best position itself for the opportunities.  We also talk 
about Russian President Vladmir Putin's claim to the North Pole and the mining, drilling 
rights there.

11/15: This week's edition of Maine View features a United Way of Eastern Maine 
presentation by Jesse Moriarty of UWEM. She brings two providers -- one from the 
Bangor Area Homeless Shelter and Pathfinders -- into our studio to pitch us just as they 
would pitch a business or organization for support for the United Way of Eastern Maine.  
Questions cover where the money goes, from where the money comes and the history of 
the United Way. Also, we speak with Bill Rae of faith-based Manna Ministries. This time 
of year, many consider the needs of the homeless and the hungry.  But Manna carries that 
mission year-round. As the need has grown, the generosity of donors has not necessarily 
kept pace.  Rae talks of the challenge and the opportunities for donors to help Manna in 
Bangor to continue its mission.

11/22: This week's edition of Maine View featured an interview with Patrick Guerette, 
organizer of the 4th Annual Maine Pond Hockey Classic happening February 12-14, 
2016, on Snow Pond (Messalonskee Lake) in Sidney. Proceeds from the event, including 
registration fees and food and merchandise sales, will benefit the programs at the 
Waterville Area Boys and Girls/YMCA. Guerette is employed as a program planner at 
the center. The headquarters of activity will be the Snow Pond Center for the Arts in 
Sidney, which provides facilities for changing, warming, and ample room for parking. 
The 2015 Classic was unfortunately cancelled when the ice became unstable with the 
weight of plowed snow. Care will be taken this year to remove any plowed snow off the 
ice to avoid a similar problem. But, as Guerette said, any outdoor activity in Maine in 
winter is as the mercy of the weather. Guerette said he hopes to have 60 teams (four-on-
four on the ice with three substitutes) competing in several divisions including 
Recreational, Women's, COED, College, and Over 40. Teams already on line will be 
coming from as far as Washington, D.C. and Canada. Other activities will include skating 
and shooting competitions, a cornhole tournament, and hockey puck curling. There will 
also be a beer tent. Guerette said fun and good will be the emphasis, and money raised for 
an excellent cause.

11/29: This week's edition of Maine View features a discussion with Eastern Maine 
Medical Center Pediatrics Doctor Colette Sabbagh. The discussion begins with talk of 
parent/teacher conferences and evolved into the use of medications designed to focus a 
youngster's attention. Dr. Sabbagh talks about the tests before prescribing such 
medications, the side effects and the level of success with such prescriptions.

12/6: This week's edition of Maine View digs into the American Civil Liberties Union 
Maine's decision to file suit to restore taxpayer-financed Maine Care abortion coverage 
for low income women.  Some states offer the coverage voluntarily.  Other states have 
been forced, by courts, to do so.  We talk with Zach Heiden, Attorney with the American 



Civil Liberties Union Maine on the legal and religions arguments for and against the 
matter.  We also solicit reaction from the Carroll Conley, the Executive Director of the 
Christian Civic League of Maine.

12/13: This week's edition of Maine View featured an interview with Lieutenant Kama 
Lyle, Corps Officer and Co-Pastor of the Capitol Region Salvation Army based in 
Augusta. She and her husband, Lieutenant Joel Kama, are the directors of the center 
located on Eastern Avenue. The subject was the holiday season efforts by the Salvation 
Army to meet the needs of the community in disaster relief, toy-giving and provision of 
clothes, meals and counseling to the desperate. Lyle said the goal for the 2015 season is 
$80-thousand dollars - and the local SL was approximately one-fourth there, or about 
$20-thousand, at the time of the interview. The iconic Red Kettle is still utilized - staffed 
by bell-ringing volunteers at sites around the region and on-line from their web site and 
Facebook page. It is reported on that site that more than 81 cents of every dollar 
contributed goes directly to local efforts. Lyle said the Salvation Army is there for the 
community's needs, but it is also a church. It stands by its evangelical orientation of the 
Universal Christian Church. It does, however, meet human needs without religious 
discrimination.

12/20: This week’s edition of Maine View features a conversation with Christian author 
and comedian Chris Quimby. Chris, unemployed and underemployed, decided to get on 
the bike and pedal from Maine to Texas without knowing where he'd stay or where his 
next meal might come. His family followed in a van. Chris is back and has written a book 
titled "spokes and jokes." Chris talks about his adventures, and the book, and the lessons 
he and his family learned during the trip. Also, we speak with Jane Mergusson of AARP 
Maine. It's the most wonderful time of the year, if you're a scammer, targeting the elderly. 
Jane talks about how we must protect ourselves from those who would try to take what 
we have with simple scams to be on the Internet and telephone. This edition of mean he 
runs 22 minutes.

12/27: This week’s edition of Maine View features a conversation with state senator Jim 
Dill, the Democrat of old town, who is also a pest expert with the cooperative extension 
service. Jim talks about the spruce budworm, that is set to take a bite out of Means forests 
the spring. He talks about the cost of prevention, and the likely cost of devastation this 
insect decide to make on Means forests. We also talked with Bari Newport of Penobscot 
theater, about the radio adaptation of "it's a wonderful life." She brings to cast members 
into our studio to talk about the challenges of making a radio adaptation of such a famous 
holiday movie.


