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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 4th Quarter 2022
Oct-Dec
KABC-TV 

ABC7 -CORE ISSUES 
4th Quarter 2022

CORE ISSUES 

ABC7 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the 
fourth quarter of 2022: 

1. Public Safety and Crime

2. Community

3. Politics

4. Health 

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 
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ABC7 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 
4th Quarter 2022

PUBLIC SAFETY AND CRIME
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Oct 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Nov 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.   Dec 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
Total Coverage:  2 Days 1 Hour 49 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted extensive airtime to public safety and crime issues during the 
fourth quarter of 2022. Viewers were informed of the numerous police pursuits that occurred in the 
various communities across Southern California, but the one that stood out in the last quarter of 
2022 involved a driver who led police on a dangerous chase that stretched through Los Angeles 
and Orange Counties.  The other story of interest to Angelenos involved the incident where a 
wrong-way driver slammed into a group of law-enforcement recruits out for a training run.

Eyewitness News was first on the scene in reporting a police pursuit that occurred just as its AIR7 
HD helicopter was finishing covering a different pursuit in the Knotts Berry Farm area.  The chase 
took place on November 9, 2022, when Johnny Anchondo, thirty-two, of Moreno Valley, led 
officers from multiple agencies on a lengthy chase that stretched from Fullerton to Whittier. 

ABC7 viewers watched the chase unfold live on the air for over ninety minutes, where Anchondo 
rammed into sheriff's cruisers, sideswiped cars, and stole multiple vehicles during a desperate 
attempt to get away. At one point, Anchondo ditched one stolen vehicle, and burst into a family's 
home in Whittier, trying to hide. The family members and their pets were home and fought with 
him in the driveway - one even brandishing a knife - after he stole the keys to their utility truck. 
Anchondo smashed through their front gate and took off yet again.

During another dramatic moment, Anchondo was pinned in against a gated driveway by a police 
vehicle. Rather than give up, he hit reverse on the stolen cargo van and smashed into the cruiser 
again and again, eventually creating enough space for him to swing around and flee again. The 
incident ended when the stolen utility truck crashed at a gas station and was rammed by a sheriff's 
cruiser. Flames broke out underneath the truck and eventually, deputies opened fire into the 
vehicle. They got Anchondo out by smashing the windows and took him into custody. 

ABC7 viewers were updated that the Orange District Attorney's office would handle the entire 
prosecution of Achondo, even though some of the alleged crimes happened in Los Angeles 
County. The OCDA said it had the authority because the string of events started in Orange County. 
Achondo had already been on parole for attempted carjacking and evading police. If convicted on 
all charges, he faces a possible maximum sentence of fifty-four years.

ABC7 also interviewed two of the families that had had their vehicles stolen by Anchondo. The 
utility truck that was carjacked from the driveway of their home belonged to the Andres Benitez 
family, who had purchased the vehicle only three weeks prior to the chaotic encounter. Within a 
few hours, it had been totaled by the man who stole it. Benitez started a GoFundMe page, with the 
fundraiser exceeding $100,000 in donations. He used some of the donations to purchase a brand-
new Ram work truck, and gifted John Reynolds, whose cargo van was also stolen during the same 
pursuit, a significant amount of money to help him purchase a new van.
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PUBLIC SAFETY AND CRIME (continued)

Eyewitness News also followed another story out of Whittier. It involved twenty-five recruits with 
the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office that were injured while on a run when they were struck by 
a man in a Honda SUV driving the wrong way. The collision left the recruits with injuries ranging 
from head trauma to loss of limbs. 

ABC7 viewers heard from officials that about seventy-five recruits were running together at the 
time of the incident, which took place in the early morning of November 16, 2022. The sheriff's 
office had had a car in the front and the back of the group to protect the runners. The accident took 
place outside of a fire station, so firefighters were able to immediately get to the scene. The SUV 
had driven on the left side of the road and had not appeared to slow down or swerve as it headed 
directly into the jogging group. There was no indication of any obstacles or other vehicles on the 
road that would trigger the driver's behavior.

The Honda SUV driver, Nicholas Joseph Gutierrez, 22, of Diamond Bar, was initially arrested 
after the collision on suspicion of attempted murder of a peace officer but was abruptly released. 
Los Angeles County Sheriff Alex Villanueva initially said the crash appeared to be an accident, 
but later said he thought it might have been intentional. Authorities later clarified that the 
determination was based on preliminary information, adding that the investigation was ongoing. If 
the hitting of recruits was an intentional act, and when investigators have gathered more evidence 
of that, it will be presented to the District Attorney’s office, and Gutierrez will be re-arrested and 
charged at that time. Gutierrez’s attorney maintained that her client had fallen asleep at the wheel 
on his way to work and that he held no animosity towards law enforcement.

ABC7 viewers also learned that a barbecue fundraiser at the sheriff's station in Norwalk to help the 
injured recruits with medical and living expenses raised about $70,000.  Law enforcement 
members as well as the public had been invited. Since the recruits were not sworn officers, they do 
not have the benefits that the sheriff's deputies have.  Those who attended said they wanted to help 
and show their appreciation for the job the men and women in law enforcement do every day.
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COMMUNITY
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Oct 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Nov 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.   Dec 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
Total Coverage:  1 Day 18 Hours 32 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News covered the community happenings that affected the station’s viewing area 
in the fourth quarter of 2022.  It devoted significant airtime highlighting one of the station’s 
signature community campaigns, the Spark of Love Toy Drive.  The other topic of interest was the 
death of the wild mountain lion who resided in Griffith Park in Los Angeles, had come to be 
beloved and was known as P-22.

Eyewitness News viewers heard how ABC7, the Southern California Firefighters and Toys for 
Tots, along with presenting sponsor Subaru, were celebrating the 30th year of the Spark of Love 
Toy Drive – the largest community toy drive in the nation. This annual community initiative 
collects new, unwrapped toys and sports equipment for underserved children and teens in Los 
Angeles, San Bernardino, Orange, Ventura, and Riverside counties. The toys and monetary 
donations collected in each county stays within that community. Over the past three decades, the 
Spark of Love Toy Drive has successfully collected more than nine million toys. This year’s 
campaign ran from November 14, 2022, through December 24, 2022.

ABC7 viewers were informed of the five "Stuff A Bus" Toy Collection Events where viewers and 
participants could drop off their donations and meet some of their favorite ABC7 on-air reporters 
and personalities. The first events were held on Friday, December 2, 2022, at two locations--one at 
the Ventura County Mathis Home in Ontario in the Inland Empire and the other at a Target in 
Camarillo. Those two locations collected twelve buses full of toys and sports equipment on a rainy 
day. Generous community members came out to donate toys for kids at two more collection events 
the following Friday, December 9, 2022--one at the Westfield Topanga & The Village in Canoga 
Park and the other at the Los Cerritos Center in Cerritos. The last "Stuff A Bus" event took place 
on Friday, December 16, 2022, at a Red Robin Restaurant in Santa Ana where ten buses full of 
toys were filled that day. The station’s audience were informed that they could also drop off 
donations at a local fire station, or a local Subaru retailer. All the toys collected were sent to the 
Spark of Love Toy Central at Los Angeles City Fire, where they were sanitized, sorted and 
distributed evenly to Los Angeles, San Bernardino, Orange, Ventura and Riverside counties.

ABC7 shared the story of how the Los Angeles County Fire Department (LACoFD) partnered with 
the Los Angeles Rams and the First Responder Children’s Foundation to distribute toys at an 
ABC7’s Spark of Love event held at the SoFi Stadium in Inglewood. Approximately 300 children 
attended the event, spent the afternoon taking a tour of the stadium, participated in fun and 
interactive activities on the field, took photos with the LA Rams cheerleaders and mascot 
Rampage, and chose a toy/sports equipment before going home.

The station also spotlighted the many local muralists who designed one-of-a-kind t-shirts to help 
raise money for the Spark of Love campaign, partnering with Smile South Central to identify 
muralists that were willing to donate their time and talent for the project.  100% of the proceeds 
from the sale of the special t-shirts sold go towards supporting the initiative.
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COMMUNITY (continued)

ABC7 Eyewitness News also brought viewers the story of P-22, Los Angeles' most famous 
mountain lion, and his death in December 2022. Known as the "Hollywood Cat," P-22 was the 
face of the National Park Service's lion-tracking effort. P is short for "puma" and 22 refers to him 
being the 22nd puma in the ongoing puma study.  P-22 was initially captured and outfitted with a 
tracking collar back in 2012, and was believed to be about 2 years old. His exploits have been 
documented in various media accounts, particularly for some of his more notable exploits--
crossing a pair of freeways, hiding out under a Los Feliz home in a standoff that drew widespread 
media attention and even being named as a suspect in the killing of a koala at the Los Angeles 
Zoo.

The station shared with viewers how P-22 made headlines in fourth quarter 2022 for an apparent 
attack on a pair of dogs, killing another leashed dog in the Hollywood Hills and attacking yet 
another dog in the Silver Lake area.  Typically, P-22 usually hunted deer and coyotes, so the 
attacks prompted the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and the National Park Service to 
capture P-22 and bring him in for a health evaluation. Once captured, they determined that P-22 
had sustained several severe injuries and had chronic health problems. Wildlife experts said the 
mountain lion was also severely underweight and had likely been struck by a vehicle.  Wildlife 
officials made the painful decision to put down the famous LA mountain lion. "The trauma to his 
internal organs would require invasive surgical repair," officials said. They had also stated that 
P-22 had several pre-existing illnesses, including irreversible kidney disease, chronic weight loss, 
an extensive parasitic skin infection over his entire body and localized arthritis.

Eyewitness News viewers learned of how P-22 was humanely euthanized on Saturday, December 
17, 2022, at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park, where he had been treated, to spare him further 
suffering. Numerous members of the community and public figures released statements or 
condolences shortly following news of his death, including California Governor Gavin Newsom 
and U.S. representative from California Adam Schiff.  Multiple murals around the city 
prominently feature P-22 and new ones after his death have continued to appear all over the city. 

Sadly, the final resting place of P-22 created some discord. The Natural History Museum of Los 
Angeles County has the big cat's remains, but the local Native American community called for the 
mountain lion to be buried near Griffith Park with a ceremony that honors his spirit. As of the end 
of 2022, the matter had not yet been resolved, but the museum had said its decisions regarding 
next steps would be made together with local Tribes. A celebration of life for P-22 is being 
planned for February 2023 at the Greek Theater. Organizers said it would be family friendly and 
free. 
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POLITICS
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Oct 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Nov 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.   Dec 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 27, 28.
Total Coverage:  1 Day 4 Hours 56 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted a substantial amount of airtime to politics during the fourth 
quarter of 2022.  Although the quarter featured mid-term elections and results across the country, 
as well as a hotly contested Los Angeles mayoral race, the one topic that riveted Angelenos 
involved the scandal of some Los Angeles City Council members. The other topic of interest was 
the number of strikes by various groups across the country and in Southern California.
 
ABC7 made viewers aware of how on October 9, 2022, an audio recording surfaced of a private 
meeting that involved Los Angeles City Council president Nury Martinez, fellow 
Councilmembers Gil Cedillo and Kevin de León, and Los Angeles County Federation of 
Labor President Ron Herrera. The group could be heard making racist and disparaging comments.  
Martinez had used a racial slur when referring to Councilmember Mike Bonin's young son, who is 
black. She was also heard making racially disparaging remarks in the context of discussions over 
the redistricting of City Council seats. At one point, Councilmember De León referred to his 
colleague Bonin who is white, as the council's fourth black member.  After the recording was 
made public, Martinez resigned her position as president of the council the next day and left her 
seat altogether shortly thereafter. 

Herrera also resigned his position within days of the leaked audio. On the recording, Herrera had 
expressed the need for caution in handling a district held by Mark Ridley-Thomas, who had been 
indicted on federal corruption charges. Herrera had warned that the Black community could look 
at it as a "hostile takeover."  

Even after being removed from their committee chairmanships as well as from committee 
assignments, Councilmembers Cedillo and de León still refused to resign their positions, 
prompting ongoing protests for them to do so at City Hall and at de León’s home. Cedillo’s term 
expired in December 2022 after he lost a reelection bid earlier this year, but he had refused to step 
down beforehand, saying he had done nothing to warrant it.  In the leaked tapes, Cedillo had 
dismissed Black voters by saying "the twenty-five Blacks are shouting,'' to which de León had 
responded, "But they shout like they're 250.''
 
In an interview with Eyewitness News anchor Marc Brown, de León had also defended his decision 
to stay on the council.  When asked if there could not be someone else who could step in and 
represent the people of that district, de León responded, "I'm not the only one who can represent 
them, and I know that. But if a caretaker were to replace me, if I were to step down, then they 
would have no vote in City Hall. That's just the bottom line.”  Efforts to recall de León are 
underway, but if that is unsuccessful, he will remain until his term expires in 2024.

ABC7 covered how de León ended 2022 by being involved in a fight with protestors at a 
community event. Video of the incident released showed that the physical altercation started when 
a community activist blocked de León while de León attempted to exit the building and ending 
with de Leon's hands near the activist's neck as he pulled the activist down onto a table. Both sides 
filed police reports.
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POLITICS (continued)

Eyewitness News also covered the various strikes that took place during fourth quarter of 2022.  
Significant coverage was given to the University of California academic workers' strike that started 
on November 14, 2022. About 48,000 unionized teaching assistants, graders, tutors, and post-
doctoral scholars walked off the job at all ten University of California campuses. They were 
calling for better pay and increased benefits, such as childcare subsidies and enhanced health care 
for dependents. They claimed that the UC system was not paying them enough to keep up with 
higher cost of living. The strike came at a time of increased labor action nationwide, not just in 
higher education but among workers at Starbucks, Amazon and elsewhere and a groundswell of 
unionization efforts among graduate student employees at other universities.

ABC7 reported on how about 12,000 UC academic workers went back on the job weeks later. 
Striking postdoctoral scholars and academic researchers had returned to work, after approving a 
five-year labor contract. The deal included pay hikes of up to 20%, increased family leave and 
lengthened appointments to ensure job security. 

About 36,000 graduate student teaching assistants, tutors and researchers were bargaining 
separately and remained on strike until they reached their agreement another few weeks later. In 
their new deal, some workers could see raises as high as 66% over the next two years along with 
increased benefits. A final agreement on a new contract was announced in late December 2022. 
The deal ended a thirty-two day strike that disrupted research and classes across the public system. 
The new contracts went into effect immediately and would be in place through May 2025.

Eyewitness News also reported on the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) strike. 
After walking away from the bargaining table in early November 2022, the union representing 
maintenance workers for OCTA went on strike, shutting down the more than fifty bus lines that 
OCTA runs. The union's 150 machinists, mechanics and service technicians provide a variety of 
services from gassing up buses to making repairs. OCTA and Teamsters Local 952 had been 
meeting in hopes of resolving contract negotiations, mainly over salaries and benefits. 

Despite operating on election day so that voters could get to the polls, the strike continued until an 
agreement was finally reached on December 12, 2022, when OCTA and the union reached a deal 
and ratified a new contract that would run through 2025. The new three-year deal gave them a 5% 
raise over each of the next three years and included a $1,250 signing bonus. 
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HEALTH
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Oct 1, 3, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 
25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Nov 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 
25, 26, 28, 29, 30.   Dec 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 26, 
27, 28, 29, 30. 
Total Coverage:  7 Hours 38 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News covered the various health topics of interest to Angelenos in fourth quarter 
of 2022.  While the station continued to update its audience on the latest statistics and information 
on the novel coronavirus (also known as COVID-19), it also informed viewers of RSV (respiratory 
syncytial virus), as well as the possibility of a “tripledemic.”

Eyewitness News reported on RSV in the Southland.  RSV is a common, highly contagious virus 
that causes infections of the respiratory tract and can cause outbreaks from both community and 
hospital transmission.  Respiratory illnesses like RSV mainly impacts young infants and children 
and can lead to severe complications, such as pneumonia and inflammation. RSV started to 
overwhelm hospitals with young patients in the first part of fourth quarter, filling up beds, 
particularly in pediatric hospitals.  At the end of October 2022, Orange County had declared a 
health emergency due to record cases of RSV. Children's Health of Orange County had to expand 
capacity in their emergency department. The Inland Empire soon followed, also seeing one of its 
worst surges of RSV cases and children in emergency rooms. Riverside County health officials 
urged safety measures like washing hands frequently and keeping kids home when sick. 

Dr. John Brownstein, chief innovation officer at Boston Children's Hospital and an ABC News 
contributor, said that RSV cases rose rapidly due to children not being exposed to the virus over 
the last two years due to lockdowns and those who were born during the pandemic. Sadly, 
California reported its first death of a child from RSV in November 2022.

ABC7 reported on how the early appearance of RSV and flu-like illnesses were also taking a toll 
on schools. The Los Angeles Unified School District had had a growing number of sick students 
that forced administrators to send out letters to parents about the growing problem. Parents also 
had to battle to find over-the-counter cold and flu remedies. Medication became in short supply 
because of the higher demand.  Cold and flu season started early, causing empty shelves. 

Eyewitness News also dedicated airtime to concerns of a “tripledemic”, a term that refers to the 
possibility of COVID, the flu, and RSV, all hitting a person at the same time.  Yet despite those 
fears, cases of RSV peaked in mid-November and continued to decline throughout the remainder 
of 2022, according to data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. While some of the 
major impacts of RSV were subsiding, the same could not be said for either flu or COVID-19. 
Weekly flu cases rose from 16,081 to 35,704 over a four-week period, according to CDC data. 
Meanwhile, over the same period, the data also showed weekly COVID-19 infections increased 
from 281,270 to 455,466.

Dr. Brownstein said neither of these statistics was unexpected, considering that cases have 
historically risen after Thanksgiving during the last two years of the pandemic, as people gather in 
crowded indoor spaces without mitigation measures. No matter which viruses are circulating, Dr. 
Brownstein said the message is still the same: for people to get vaccinated and boosted against flu 
and COVID-19 if they have not already. A vaccine for RSV remains in development but is 
believed to be at least a year away from being released to the public.


