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1. Economy/Slowdown/Jobs

A. Media Meeting (all interviews covered within this report were conducted by News 
Director Dawn Morgan, unless otherwise noted)- Newly hired Hobbs Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director Patti Collins talked about ongoing efforts to provide 
services to members and to increase membership, in order to help local businesses 
survive and thrive. She said strong businesses help stimulate the economy and 
provide more local jobs. Collins discussed ways the chamber helps make Hobbs an 
attractive destination for travelers and good location for new businesses and 
companies. (Sunday 11/20/16: KEJL 6:15-6:30AM, KIXN 7:15-7:30AM, KYKK 
6:15-6:30AM, KZOR 8:15-8:30AM, 15 minutes)

B. Media Meeting- Candidates for Lea County Commission Dean Jackson, Hector 
Ramirez, Jonathan Sena and David Trujillo discussed the important role the 
commission plays in attracting and keeping healthy businesses and companies in 
order to bolster the economy, increase tax revenue and provide jobs. (Sunday 11/6/16: 
KEJL 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 6-6:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 
minutes)

C. Morning Shows- U.S. Congressman Steve Pearce talked about his support of 
legislation to support the creation and growth of jobs through small businesses, large 
industries and entrepreneurial spirit. (Friday, 10/14/16: KIXN 7-7:15AM, KZOR 
7:15-7:30AM, 15 minutes each)

2. Crime/Traffic/Public Safety

A. Media Meeting- Hobbs Police Officer Mike Stone discussed holiday safety, 
including tips on keeping people and possessions safe while shopping, keeping 
homes and cars safe from burglary and theft, and keeping residents safe from fraud 
and internet crime. He talked about extra patrols to keep law and order among drivers 
and gave tips on avoiding accidents and tickets. (Sunday 12/11/16: KEJL 6-6:30AM, 
KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 6-6:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 minutes)

B. Media Meeting- Lea County Commission Candidates David Trujillo and Hector 
Ramirez discussed their support of county law enforcement and ideas to cut down on 
oilfield theft, on-the-job accidents and traffic deaths. (Sunday 11/6/16: KEJL 6-
6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 6-6:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 minutes)

C. Media Meeting- Dr. Kelvin Sharp, President of New Mexico Junior College, talked 
about the General Obligation Bond Issues on the upcoming statewide ballot. He 
stressed the importance of passage so that the college can keep budgeted items, such 
as campus security, safe without sacrificing them to pay for programs that the money 
from bonds would provide. (Sunday 10/24/16: KEJL 6-:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, 
KYKK 6-6:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 minutes)

D. Crimestoppers Announcements- Local law enforcement personnel remind listeners of 
recent cases and how citizens can help solve crimes and collect monetary rewards. 
(Various times and dates on KEJL, KIXN, KYKK, KZOR, 60 seconds)
  



3. Government/Elections/Immigration

A. Media Meeting- Candidates for Lea County Clerk Keith Manes and Cressley Spears 
talked about the important role the clerk and his/her staff play during and after the 
election process. They discussed how the county clerk must follow state statutes in 
conducting daily business and in reporting accurately to the secretary of state. They 
talked about their individual experiences as employees of the clerk’s office, why 
they want to be the clerk and what changes they would make if elected. (Sunday 
10/31/16: KEJL 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 6-6:30AM, KZOR 8-
8:30AM, 30 minutes)

B. Media Meeting- All four candidates in two contested races for Lea County 
Commission talked about wanting to give back to the community by serving the 
public through county government positions. They discussed listening to all opinions 
on issues and requests for action by residents. (Sunday 11/6/16: KEJL 6-6:30AM, 
KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 6-6:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 minutes)

C. Morning Shows- U.S. Congressman Steve Pearce talked about his bid for re-election 
and said that the best way to campaign for his job is to simply do his job and serve 
the public well. He discussed immigration issues and how he believes immigrants 
should be allowed to enter the U.S. as long as they follow immigration rules, obey 
the law, work and pay taxes. (Friday 10/14/16: KIXN 7-7:30AM, host T.J. Miracle, 
KZOR 7:15-7:30AM, host Dan Travis, 15 minutes each)

4. Affordable/Available Housing

A. Media Meeting- All four candidates in two contested races for Lea County 
Commission talked about recent gains in each community toward more affordable, 
available housing through apartment complexes and residential developments. They 
discussed the importance of Lea County government offering tax breaks and other 
incentives to home builders and development companies in order to encourage more 
construction. (Sunday 11/6/16: KEJL 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 6-
6:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 minutes)

B. Morning Shows- News Director Dawn Morgan featured a story about a local First 
Time Home Buyers class offered through the State of New Mexico. The four-week 
course gives those who graduate from it the opportunity to purchase a house with 
little or no money down and help with closing costs. (Monday 10/10/16: KEJL 6:15-
6:20AM, KIXN 6:50AM, KYKK 6:20-6:25AM, KZOR 7-7:05AM; 5 minutes each)

5. Healthcare

A. Media Meeting-  Lea Regional Medical Center insurance office staff members 
Araceli Espinoza and Irene Guzman talked about the signup period for open 
enrollment in health insurance through January 31, 2017. They discussed how they 



answer questions about health insurance and help people fill out and submit the 
necessary paperwork. They stressed the need for timely participation because federal 
law mandates that everyone have health insurance coverage before the enrollment 
deadline. (Sunday 12/4/16: KEJL 6-6:15AM, KIXN 7-7:15AM, KYKK 6-6:15AM, 
KZOR 8-8:15AM; 15 minutes)

B. Media Meeting- Lea Regional Medical Center CEO Tim Thornell and General 
Practitioner Dr. Revelo talked about new physicians coming to Lea County and the 
opening of the hospital’s new Zia Care Clinic. They discussed the hospital’s mission 
to expand both quantity and quality of medical care available to local residents so that 
patients will not have to seek medical care outside of Lea County. (Sunday 12/18/16: 
KEJL 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 6-6:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 
minutes)

C. Media Meeting- Dr. Kelvin Sharp, President of New Mexico Junior College in 
Hobbs, talked about the General Obligation Bond Issues on the general election ballot 
and how, if passed, funds would go to the college to construct a new building for the 
nursing program. A better building equipped with state-of-the-art technology would 
better prepare graduates for careers in the medical field and to teach them how to 
provide better care for patients. (Sunday 10/24/16: KEJL 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-
7:30AM, KYKK 6-6:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM; 30 minutes)

6. Education/School Safety

A. Media Meeting- Claire Dudley and Danilla Crespin-Zinofsky from New Mexico 
Early Childhood Development Partnership talked about their tour of the state and 
meetings with school districts and educators about the benefits of a pre-kindergarten 
(pre-k) program. They shared statistics and information about how students who 
attend pre-k programs learn more, test better and have a higher graduation rate. 
Their organization encourages others to lobby state legislators to fund more pre-k 
programs.  (Sunday 12/4/16: KEJL 6:15-6:30AM, KIXN 7:15-7:30AM, KYKK 
6:15-6:30AM, KZOR 8:15-8:30AM; 15 minutes)

B. Media Meeting- Lea County Center for the Arts Executive Director Andrew Akufo 
and Hobbs Schools Fine Arts Coordinator Tyson Ledgerwood talked about the many 
programs underway that have been provided by the 21st Century Grant. The grant is 
a $500,000 one that funds a number of programs that are a partnership among the 
schools, Center for the Arts and Hobbs Boys & Girls Club. Programs include after-
school cooking classes, video creation, art instruction, (Sunday 11/13/16: KEJL 6-
6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 6-6:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM; 30 minutes)

7. Quality of Life/Recreation/Arts

A. Media Meeting-. Kathryn Eades of University of the Southwest talked about the 
upcoming Distinguished Lecture Series featuring Dr. Michio Kaku, a theoretical 
physicist and futurist who is a “go to” commentator on international TV programs 
regarding everything from space travel and alien intelligence to human behavior and 



artificial intelligence. Admission to the lecture series is free and open to everyone. 
(Sunday 10/2/16: KEJL 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 6-6:30AM, KZOR 8-
8:30AM; 30 minutes)                       

B. Media Meeting- Jim Harris, Executive Director of the Lea County Museum in 
Lovington, talked about upcoming art exhibits, literary, theatrical and musical 
programs at the museum or sponsored by the museum offsite. He talked about the 
annual induction ceremony for the Lea County Sports Hall of Fame housed inside the 
museum. Admission to most programs and facilities at the museum is free. (Sunday, 
10/9/16: KEJL 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 6-6:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM; 
30 minutes)

8. Infrastructure/Utilities

A. Media Meeting- All four candidates vying for two Lea County Commission seats 
talked about the ongoing need to fund county roads, water wells, utilities and other 
services. They all agreed that infrastructure was the most important concern of 
county government and most vital expenditure of taxpayer dollars. Each promised to 
listen to residents’ comments, complaints and requests regarding infrastructure and 
utilities. (Sunday 11/6/16: KEJL 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 6-6:30AM, 
KZOR 8-8:30AM; 30 minutes)


