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    Section 1.  Issues 
 
The staff of WCJC is asked to be involved in deciding community needs by getting input 
from people in all walks of life in the Grant County Area. News Director Ed Thurman, 
and the WCJC News Department make frequent contact by attending area school board 
meetings, city and town council meetings, as well as Grant County Council meetings.  
 
There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by station WCJC, 
Van Buren, Indiana, along with the most significant programming treatment of the issues 
for the period listed above. The listing segments aired on the WCJC Front Page program 
with Ed Thurman/Tim George and Ed Breen. The 15 minute show airs each Sunday in 
the early morning. 
 

1. Quality of Place/Quality of Life – Increasing the Quality of Life 
2. Public Education 
3. Protecting the Past/Civic Improvements 
4. Politics 
5. Better Training for the Future 
6. Public Safety 
7. Local History/Affects On the Future 

   Section II. Responsive Programs 
 
The station has broadcast programs dealing with each of the above-referenced issues.  
Programming dealing with each issue is set out below and were all aired on our weekly 
public affairs program called “Front Page.” 
 
 
Quality of Place/Quality of Life – Increasing the Quality of Life: 
 
March 24  --  Doug Hayes and Ben Mota discussed the upcoming Grissom Air Show and 
the potential 19,000 visitors expected to come to the area for the show. They discussed 
other enriching activities and projects at Grissom Air Reserve Base.  
 
March 17 -- The Honeywell Foundation may be based in Wabash County, but it has close 
ties to Grant and other counties.  The programs offered through the Foundation are vast.  
Two representatives of the Honeywell Foundation...Eric Seaman and Teresa Galley 
recently appeared on WBAT’s Good Morning Grant County to talk about the Foundation 
with Good Morning Grant County co-hosts Tim George and Ed Breen... 
 



 
February 10 -- The President of a longstanding construction firm in Grant County has an 
insider’s view of Grant County, but also has an outsiders view as well.  And it makes him 
a unique viewer for the county and its’ future.  For the most part, Scott Miller likes what 
he sees from Grant County. 
 
 
Politics: 

January 13  --  The 2019 Indiana Legislative session is underway, bringing with it many 
ideas and controversial subjects.  At the top of the list are hate crimes, political 
divisiveness and the state’s new budget.  Andy Downs, the director of the Mike Downs 
Center for Indiana Politics at Purdue University-Fort Wayne gave his analysis.  

January 20 -- Fifth District Congresswoman Susan Brooks discussed the partial 
government shutdown and its effects on the country and our area. 

February 24 -- Marion Mayor Jess Alumbaugh presented the 2019 State of the City 
Address this past week, outlining how far the city has come in the past year and where he 
wants to see the city go in the years to come.  Alumbaugh is seeking re-election to the 
Mayor’s office and said he’d like to finish the work he started four years ago. 
 
 
Public Safety:  
 
March 10 -- The President and C-E-O of the Indiana Youth Institute has new information 
regarding kids, how stressed out they seem to be and the causes of it.  Tammy Silverman 
also talks about youth suicide and how to recognize some of the warning signs.   
 
Public Education: 
February 3 -- How does the Indiana High School Athletic Association get and keep 
quality officials for the many sports it leads in Indiana schools?  And how should parents 
and fans react to the calls of those officials?  The Commissioner of the I-H-S-A-A, 
Bobby Cox, talked about those challenges 
 
Protecting the Past/Civic Improvements: 
January 27 -- St. Paul’s Catholic Church is one of the oldest church’s in Grant County, 
and is celebrating it’s 150th anniversary this weekend with special services and 
dedications at its’ current location on Kem Road in Marion.   The current Priest at the 
church...Father Christopher Roberts...and one of the lay leaders...Judge Mark Spitzer. 
 
 
Local History & Affects on the Future: 
 
March 3 -- Art design and its’ effects on culture and daily life are things that are not a 
focus most times...but officials say it reflects local culture and history more than are most 
would think.  And how can you determine the worth of art on homes and businesses and 



culture itself.  Wendy Puffer and Sophie Stewart of Indiana Wesleyan University talked 
about those subjects and more. 


