
KCCW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT 

PERIOD OCTOBER 1 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2019 

 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS 

WHICH, IN THE STATION’S JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE STATION’S 

MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY 

ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2019 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 

2019. 

 

PROGRAM INDEX: “WCCO 4 News” is a regularly scheduled newscast Monday 

through Friday at 4:30-7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 12:00, 5:00, 6:00 and 10:00 p.m., Saturday at 

8:00 a.m., 5:00, 6:00 and 10:00 p.m., and Sunday at 6:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 and 10:00 

p.m. 

 

“60 MINUTES” is a regularly scheduled one-hour CBS News magazine show.  

Segments run approximately 12 minutes. 

 

“48 HOURS INVESTIGATES” is a regularly scheduled one-hour CBS News magazine 

show.  Segments run approximately 12 minutes. 

 

CONSUMER: Winterize Homes, Best Buy, Cabin Owners 

 

October 17, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Winterize Homes” – The National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration issued its winter outlook, suggesting Minnesota can expect a 

winter with more snow and below-average temperatures. Experts suggest homeowners 

should start getting prepared for the season by getting chimneys swept to prevent fires. 

Experts also advise getting all air ducts cleaned so allergens can get out before the cold 

rolls in. November 15, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Best Buy” – In five years, online 

shopping revenue has doubled for Twin Cities-based Best Buy. To meet consumer 

demands for the 2019 holiday season, Best Buy announced next-day delivery on 

thousands of items in store and online, free standard shipping and new online resources to 

help improve the online shopping experience. To cut down on waste, the company is also 

creating boxes specifically designed to fit each product. December 16, 2019, WCCO 4 

News, “Cabin Owners” – A change in the new year could have some Minnesota cabin 

owners paying triple for their property. In the past, properties have fallen under a 

seasonal recreational class, one of the lowest rates in Minnesota’s property tax system. 

Due to the popularity of VRBO and Airbnb, the classification will now change to a short-

term rental and what’s known as a 3-a commercial, which is the highest rate.   

 

CRIME AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Neighborhood Meeting, Bait Car, Snowmobile Deaths 

 

October 14, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Neighborhood Meeting” – In a year that has seen 

23 homicides in St. Paul and over 120 victims of gun violence, city residents and police 

officers are implementing new strategies to encourage communication. At 6:00 p.m. each 

night, residents of St. Paul are encouraged to step outside of their homes and to talk to 

one another. Officers on patrol will also join the residents. Community officials think this 



will be a good first step in building community and encouraging conversations. 

November 12, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Bait Car” – After learning about a number of car 

break-ins at an underground apartment complex in Eagan, police are using a new tool to 

catch criminals. A bait car is deployed at the apartment complex and generally left 

unlocked with valuables inside. When the suspect opens the door, it sets off an alarm that 

tells officers on the case where the car is located. The police have already made multiple 

arrests due to the bait car. December 8, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Snowmobile Deaths” – 

Although snowmobile trails across the state have officially opened, many are not ready 

for riders due to the lack of snow. The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources says 

safest conditions come once the ground has frozen and at least 12 inches of snow has 

fallen. Without it, standing water becomes a hazard. Volunteers have been prepping the 

trails by putting in markers so snowmobiles know where the trails are located. 

 

GOVERNMENT: President Trump Rally, Home Care Worker, Winter Homeless 

Initiative 

 

October 8, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “President Trump Rally” – A crowd of 20,000 

packed downtown Minneapolis’ Target Center for President Trump’s campaign rally. In 

his 90-minute campaign speech, the president took aim at several local politicians 

including Minneapolis Mayor Frey and Representative Omar. The president praised local 

cops for wearing red “Cops for Trump” shirts to the rally. This comes after the local 

controversy over police officers being told they were not allowed to attend the rally in 

uniform. November 22, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Home Care Worker” – Governor Walz 

spent a day in the life of a Minnesota home care worker. ‘Walk-a-day with an HHA’ is 

the governor’s way of drawing attention to a profession that is needed to keep 

Minnesotans with challenges in their homes and out of institutions. Currently, there are 

more than 8,000 job openings for home care workers and thousands of Minnesotans in 

need of a home health aide. December 19, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Winter Homeless 

Initiative” – Governor Walz has put together a new initiative to combat homelessness in 

Minnesota. The $4.82 million initiative will create 155 new beds for unsheltered 

Minnesotans to sleep in this winter. Minneapolis based YouthLink as well as four other 

organizations across the state will receive immediate funding to open new beds. With 

additional resources being added, the state hopes to continue to expand the program.  

 

HEALTH: New Therapy, Needle Disposal Boxes, Flu Outbreak 

 

October 26, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “New Therapy” – Several Twin Cities therapists are 

now trained in a new evidence-based therapy called ART, or Accelerated Resolution 

Therapy. ART allows the client to choose to replace traumatic images that cause 

distressing effects with more positive images. Through guided movement techniques, 

trauma is brought back to life. In trial research, 70% of service members and veterans say 

their symptoms of PTSD dramatically decreased. November 13, 2019, WCCO 4 News, 

“Needle Disposal Boxes” – The amount of used-needles littering parts of Minneapolis 

has increased. To solve the problem, the Minneapolis Health Department has put public 

drop boxes around Bloomington Avenue. Since installation 10 days ago, crews have 

picked up more than 500 needles from just one box. The city will install 10 more boxes in 



carefully-selected areas across the city. December 16, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Flu 

Outbreak” – Sickness is sweeping through Minnesota schools, forcing hundreds of kids 

to stay home. At least 322 students, nearly 30% of the entire student body, were absent 

from West Middle School in Shakopee. The district says those students reported flu-like 

symptoms. Health officials are urging students to wash their hands, cover coughs and get 

the flu vaccination.  

 

DIVERSITY: Hate Groups, Hate Crime Laws, Native American Activists 

 

October 22, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Hate Groups” – A conversation about hate crimes 

and how to stop people from getting recruited by hate groups, drew hundreds of people in 

St. Cloud. Attorney General Keith Ellison hosted the listening session, one of several he’s 

held across the state. He was joined by a former white nationalist who now leads the Free 

Radicals Project. Ellison hopes sessions like this will give people the knowledge they 

need to identify and stop hate groups. November 9, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Hate Crime 

Laws” – After a string of recent bias crimes, a Minnesota State Representative is 

proposing new legislation to change hate crime laws. Under current law, it is difficult to 

criminally charge someone of a hate crime due to a property loophole. The new 

legislation will work to fix these issues and include police training on how to recognize, 

respond and report a hate crime. December 14, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Native 

American Activists” – Native American activists took a stand against the City of 

Minneapolis by reoccupying the area that once served as a homeless encampment. The 

activists say they will not leave until local officials address the demands for more 

emergency shelter beds. They also want local officials to respond to the housing crisis 

with “culturally specific” shelters for Natives experiencing homelessness. 

 

ENVIRONMENT: Lithium Ion Batteries, Wind Energy, Mircoplastics 

 

October 31, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Lithium Ion Batteries” – The lithium ion batteries 

found in many household items such as vape pens, key fobs and greeting cards have 

become a problem for Waste Management. With fires igniting once or twice a month at 

recycle facilities, Hennepin County was prompted to discontinue collection at community 

spaces. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency suggests that the safest option to 

dispose of any battery is to drop them off at a Household Hazardous Waste facility.  

November 19, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Wind Energy” – The American Wind Energy 

Association says Minnesota now has more than 2,400 turbines. Due to these turbines, 

Minnesotans pay 15% less on energy bills than the national average, which is a savings of 

$200 a year. With nearly 200 turbines near southern Minnesota’s countryside, farmers 

also pocket $5,000 a year per turbine on their land. Overall, the turbines produce enough 

power for 100,000 homes. December 5, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Microplastics” –

Minnesota’s Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness has become another example of 

the pervasiveness of plastic. Local biology students have discovered microscopic plastic 

fibers in the BWCA’s soil, water and earthworms. More research is needed to determine 

the distributions and concentrations throughout the wilderness. Once that is determined, 

the research will hopefully identify the likely sources of plastic contamination. 

 



WOMEN: Peanut App, MINNCOR Program 

 

November 7, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Peanut App” – A new app called Peanut is 

helping Minnesota moms meet with a simple swipe. Moms create a profile, pick three 

characteristics that describe themselves and swipe up to say “hi” or down for “maybe 

later”. Whether it’s messaging or meeting up, therapists say social connection is vital for 

the health of moms and the whole family. By using the app, moms throughout Minnesota 

have enjoyed successful playdates and happy hour meetings. December 20, 2019, 

WCCO 4 News, “MINNCOR Program” – Inmates at the Shakopee Correctional 

Facility, which houses solely women prisoners, have been working on various craft 

projects. It’s part of the Minnesota Department of Corrections’ MINNCOR program, 

which helps inmates across six prisons learn technical and soft skills before transitioning 

back to society. The program sells the products to the public and the money goes back 

into the MINNCOR and other MNDOC educational programs. 

 

YOUTH AND FAMILY: Escape the Vape, Business Camp, Digital Braille Textbooks 

 

October 23, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Escape the Vape” – Students at Minnetonka High 

School are taking an interactive and straight-forward approach to tackling the vaping 

epidemic. The initiative is called “They Lied, We Know.” It calls out the tobacco 

industry for not sharing the dangers of vaping to youth. Instead of having doctors set up 

booths at the school, students passed out brochures, lounged on colorful bean bag chairs 

and promoted the initiative online using hashtags. November 9, 2019, WCCO 4 News, 

“Business Camp” – More than a hundred metro area high school students participated in 

a three-day business camp in Western Minnesota. Camp Enterprise is a way for students 

to develop entrepreneurial skills outside of the classroom. The annual 3-day camp is 

designed to teach students entrepreneurial skills, learn about leadership and business 

ethics. Rotarians and business leaders from around the state volunteered their time as 

mentors. December 11, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Digital Braille Textbooks” – The 

Minnesota State Services for the Blind has partnered with engineering students from the 

University of Saint Thomas to help create a system to digitize all of the state’s braille 

textbooks and documents. The service, which creates textbooks in braille, only has one 

master copy of each document and no way to back it up. Now, with the creation of a laser 

scanner, all braille textbooks and documents can be digitized and saved for future 

generations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


