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The programming listed in this report was also 
broadcast on KCCW-TV, a satellite station of 

WCCO-TV.



 

    Quarterly Issues and Programs Report 
 
Attached are the listings of broadcast segments and stories that reflect the station’s most 
significant programming treatment of community issues during the 3rd quarter of 2022. 
 
 

Regularly Scheduled Programs 

 
During the reported quarter, the station broadcast the following regularly scheduled programs 
that routinely address issues of importance to the station’s community: 
 

• CBS Mornings, CBS Saturday Morning, CBS Sunday Morning, CBS Evening News with 
Nora O’Donnell 
 

• WCCO 4 News - Regularly scheduled news broadcasts focusing on current issues and 
events. Monday through Friday at 4:30-7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 12:00, 4:00, 5:00, 6:00 and 
10:00 p.m., Saturday at 8:00 a.m., 5:00, 6:00 and 10:00 p.m., and Sunday at 6:00 a.m., 
7:00 a.m.,10:30 a.m., 5:30 and 10:00 p.m. 

 

• 60 Minutes - Regularly scheduled one-hour weekly broadcast featuring in-depth 
interviews and reports of various lengths and topics. Sunday, 7 - 8 p.m. 

 

• Face the Nation - Regularly scheduled half hour news broadcast featuring reports and 
interviews with government leaders, politicians, and international figures in the news.  
Sunday, 10:30 – 11 a.m.  

 

• 48 Hours – Regularly scheduled news broadcast. Saturday, 10 - 11 p.m. 
 

•  “Health Watch” – features of varying lengths focusing on health related issues, the latest 
in medical research and treatments, and other health related topics. 

 

• “Money Watch” – features of varying lengths focusing on the latest in the economy along 
with tips and ways to save money. 

 
Public Service Announcements – The station airs PSAs in rotation from various organizations 
that include topics such as, Suicide Prevention Month, Breast Cancer Awareness, and The 
Valarie Fund. 
 
In addition, the station makes community responsive coverage available via CBS News 
Minnesota, a 24/7 direct-to-consumer service that streams anchored news coverage and live 
breaking news events of interest to viewers in the local market. 
 

The programming listed in this report was also broadcast on KCCW-TV, a 
satellite station of WCCO-TV. 



 

         

  WCCO-TV Quarterly Issues and Programs List 
 

 

Community of License: Minneapolis DMA 
 
Issue: Health: Examining issues related to healthcare, health, and well-being of importance to 
local viewers. 

 
Program Date of 

Broadcast 
Time of 
Program 

Duration 
of Story 

Episode/Segment Description 

WCCO 4 News at 6pm August 11th, 
2022 

6:00 p.m. 1:45 
Created in Minneapolis, a new test that 

was approved by the FDA could 
change how concussions are 

diagnosed. EyeBOX uses a camera to 
track each eye as the patient watches 
a 220-second video that moves in a 
square motion around a screen. It’s 
the first approved minimally invasive 
concussion diagnostic that could also 
lead to a consumer-friendly version in 

the future. 

WCCO 4 News at 6pm August 29th, 
2022 

6:00 p.m. 1:57 
About 230,000 veterans are suing 

Minnesota company 3M over defective 
earplugs sold to the U.S. military. The 
earplugs were designed for combat 

and meant to protect from dangerous 
noises while still allowing for 

conversation. The commander of the 
Minnesota VFW says the earplugs did 
not function as they were presented by 
3M to the Department of Defense. So 
far, 3M has lost six of the sixteen trials 
and has paid out about $265 million. 

 

WCCO 4 News at 10pm September 
5th, 2022 

10:00 p.m. 2:09 
Due to high pollen levels in the Twin 

Cities, more Minnesotans are suffering 
from late summer and early fall 

allergies. An allergist at Allina Health 
says Ragweed pollen is the worst 
offender in Minnesota because it's 
common in the Midwest and it can 
travel in the air for upwards of 200 
miles. The allergy season is longer 
too, with Ragweed pollen season 

extended by 18 days in Minneapolis. 
On top of pesky pollen, Minnesotans 
can also feel the impact of poor air 
quality due to the smoke that drifts 

from wildfires in the West. 

https://www.epa.gov/climate-indicators/climate-change-indicators-ragweed-pollen-season
https://www.epa.gov/climate-indicators/climate-change-indicators-ragweed-pollen-season


 

WCCO 4 News at 10pm September 
11th, 2022 

10:00 p.m. 2:20 
Approximately 15,000 nurses plan to 
strike in Minnesota, in what could be 

the largest nurses strike in U.S. 
history. Several issues, including 

wages, staffing and safety prompted 
the three-day strike. Altogether, 
sixteen hospitals across seven 

healthcare systems will be impacted 
by the strike. A spokesperson for Twin 
Cities Hospital group says thousands 
of nurses from around the country will 

work during the strike to keep the 
hospitals open. 

WCCO 4 News at 10pm September 
19th, 2022 

10:00 p.m. 2:12 
The state department has found that 
more Minnesotans are seeking help 
since the state transitioned to 988 as 
the suicide prevention lifeline. Since 
the launch of the three-digit code in 

July, calls have increased 44% to the 
state’s four call centers where trained 
counselors are on the other line. State 

officials attribute the uptick to 988 
being easier to remember than the 

previous 1-800 number. 

 

Issue: Government & Politics: Examining issues related to local, state, and national government 
bodies and elections that are of importance to local viewers. 

 

Program Date of 
Broadcast 

Time of 
Program 

Duration 
of Story 

Episode/Segment Description 

WCCO 4 News at 
10pm 

July 11th, 2022 10:00 p.m. 2:31 A Ramsey County judge ruled 
several of Minnesota’s abortion 

restrictions violate the state 
constitution, blocking enforcement of 
them effective immediately. The laws 

blocked include a 24-hour waiting 
period; parental notification if a minor 

seeks an abortion; disclosure of 
certain medical information before 
the procedure; and a provision that 

only allowed doctors to perform 
abortions. 



 
WCCO 4 News at 

6pm 
August 24th, 

2022 
6:00 p.m. 1:47 A new federal rule governing “ghost 

guns” has taken effect in Minnesota. 
For the first time, the kits which allow 

people to assemble homemade 
firearms must include serial numbers 
and mandate background checks for 
people buying the guns. Two national 

ATF special response teams are in 
Minnesota to stop these privately 
made firearms from being used to 

commit violent crimes. 

WCCO 4 News at 
5pm 

August 31st, 
2022 

5:00 p.m. 2:18 Minnesotans could see a higher tax 
bill next year due to the student loan 

forgiveness plan. According to an 
analysis by the Tax Foundation, 

Minnesota is one of just five states 
that would tax the relief as income. 

The Tax Foundation estimates 
Minnesota borrowers could face up 
to $985 in additional tax liability if 

they receive $10,000 in relief. 

WCCO 4 News at 
6pm 

September 16th, 
2022 

6:00 p.m. 2:33 Minnesota Governor Walz has 
revealed a plan designed to curb 

climate change’s impact. The plan’s 
broad framework includes setting 

benchmarks to cut greenhouse gas 
emissions and increasing the number 
of electric cars on Minnesota’s roads. 
The more than 60-page plan aims for 

the state to be carbon neutral by 
2050, and slash emissions from cars, 

trucks, and other transit by 80% by 
2040. 

WCCO 4 News at 
5pm 

September 26th, 
2022 

5:00 p.m. 2:24 Minnesota Republicans are blaming 
DFL state leaders for failing to 

prevent the country's largest COVID-
19 fraud case. The Justice 

Department has charged 49 suspects 
in what it called a $250 million 

scheme to steal money meant to 
feed children. Republicans say 

Governor Walz failed to stop the theft 
of the funds that the staff of the non-
profit, Feeding our Future, used to 

purchase luxury homes and 
automobiles. Governor Walz 

addressed the controversy, saying 
the state did notify the FBI last year 

of their suspicions. 

 



 
Issue: Diversity: Examining issues related to diversity and inclusion that are of importance to 
local viewers. 
 

Program Date of 
Broadcast 

Time of 
Program 

Duration 
of Story 

Episode/Segment Description 

WCCO 4 News at 10pm August 7th, 
2022 

10:00 p.m. 2:41 Five Ukrainian soldiers who received 
new prosthetic limbs in Minneapolis 

will soon return home and to service. 
Dr. Gradinar, a Twin Cities physician, 
rallied the area’s Ukrainian community 
to raise money to bring five soldiers to 

his limb lab for treatment. The 
Ukrainian soldiers showed off their 
new legs as the community held a 

fundraiser to support the next group 
coming over for treatment. Community 

leaders estimate about 16,000 
Ukrainians live in Minnesota, which is 

among the largest Ukrainian 
communities in the Midwest. 

WCCO 4 News at 10pm August 12th, 
2022 

10:00 p.m. 2:14 A candidate for the Minnesota House 
is poised to make history as the first 
openly transgender state legislator. 
Leigh Finke won her DFL primary, 
putting her on track to be a barrier-
breaking Minnesota lawmaker after 

November’s election. According to Out 
for America, only eight openly trans 

people currently serve in state 
legislatures across the country. 

WCCO 4 News at 6pm September 7th, 
2022 

6:00 p.m. 1:44 Salma Hussein is the first female 
Somali principal in her district and 

believed to be the first in the state. She 
moved to Minneapolis as a child, and 

like 40% of the students at Gideon Pond 
Elementary in Burnsville, she is Somali. 
As the new principal, Hussein hopes to 
connect with each student and share 

her knowledge about the Somali culture. 



 
WCCO 4 News at 10pm September 

13th, 2022 
10:00 p.m. 2:01 A jury has found a man guilty of 

tormenting a family in Cold Spring 
because of the color of their skin. The 

man was found guilty of stealing a truck, 
putting granite on the accelerator, and 
letting it go, with a teddy bear hanging 
from a noose inside. The family’s ring 
doorbell caught the truck crashing into 

their home. It was the culmination of 80-
plus days of stalking and harassment of 

the family. 
 

WCCO News at 10pm September 
20th, 2022 

10:00 p.m. 2:00 For the first time, a Minnesota police 
officer is being recognized nationally 
for the way she represents the Latino 

community. The National Latino Peace 
Officers Association gave its top award 

to Shakopee Officer Yesnia Soto, 
naming her NLPOA Officer of the 

Year. Officer Soto has been a 
trailblazer in Minnesota, having been 

the first Latino detention deputy in 
Hennepin County and the first Latino 

officer with Metro Transit. 

 

 

Issue: Youth & Family: Examining issues related to youth, parents and families that are of 
importance to local viewers. 
 

Program Date of 
Broadcast 

Time of 
Program 

Duration 
of Story 

Episode/Segment Description 

WCCO 4 News at 6pm July 13th, 2022 6:00 p.m. 2:09 The University of Minnesota announced 
a new public safety committee to 

address crime around campus, which 
has drawn concern from parents, 

students and those who live in nearby 
neighborhoods. The Strategic Safety 
Advisory Committee is the first of its 

kind at the school and will include those 
voices in addition to city and university 
law enforcement. The goal is to expand 
the coverage area for the university’s 

crime alert system and hire more police 
officers. 



 

WCCO 4 News at 6pm July 16th, 2022 6:00 p.m. 2:19 In 2016, Urban Roots founded their 
largest agriculture site on the east 

side of St. Paul, turning a former city 
snowplow dump into fertile farmland. 
However, this non-profit is not only 
helping the community, but also is a 
launch pad for young people to grow 
their passions. The non-profit offers 

80 paid internships to teens and 
young adults who want to learn about 

cultivation, cooking and selling. 

WCCO 4 News at 5pm August 22nd, 
2022 

5:00 p.m. 2:12 The St. Paul Public School district is 
running out of time to ensure there are 
enough teachers to fill every classroom 
for the new school year. Administrators 
at SPPS shared an updated list of 333 
open positions, including 122 teachers. 

To help fill positions, the Minnesota 
Department of Education is offering 

several “tiers without fears” for licenses, 
enabling people who haven’t taken the 

traditional track to get in front of a 
classroom. 

WCCO 4 News at 5pm September 7th, 
2022 

5:00 p.m. 1:56 Each year Minnesota educators spend 
hundreds of dollars of their own money 

buying school supplies for their 
students and classrooms. A local 

organization, the Kids in Need 
Foundation, has a National Network of 
Resource Centers to ease that burden. 

These centers, one of which is in 
Roseville, are full of free school 

supplies. To shop at a center, teachers 
must work in a school where 50% or 

more of the students are enrolled in the 
national school lunch program. 

WCCO 4 News at 10pm September 12th, 
2022 

10:00 p.m. 1:35 Within the last couple weeks, two 
Minnesota high school football players 

have been sent to the hospital with 
serious injuries. To help ease parents’ 

safety concerns, more than 50 
Minnesota schools are now using 
Tacklebar. Tacklebar is a harness 

players wear around their waists which 
have detachable foam handles that act 

as flags. The harness allows for a 
limited contact football game that 

bridges the gap between flag football 
and tackle football. Minnesota schools 
and leagues have also been practicing 

stricter concussion protocols. 



 
WCCO 4 News at 10pm September 22nd, 

2022 
10:00 p.m. 2:07 Due to several recent car crashes 

involving students, Mounds View High 
School partnered with rival Irondale to 
bring attention to safe driving for their 

Community Initiative Night. To help get 
the message across, players from both 

teams wore special jerseys with a 
message on the back that read, “Drive 

Safe Someone Loves You”. The 
students are also thinking about starting 

a “Students Against Drunk Driving” 
group at the high school to keep the 
safe driving message going all year 

round. 

 

 

Issue: Crime & Public Safety: Examining issues related to crime, policing and public safety that 
are of importance to local viewers. 
 

Program Date of 
Broadcast 

Time of 
Program 

Duration 
of Story 

Episode/Segment 
Description 

WCCO 4 News at 6pm July 13th, 2022 6:00 p.m. 2:00 The Minnesota Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension has a 
new tracking system designed 

to ensure accountability in 
sexual assault cases. By using 

a bar code to update 
information about the kit’s 
status and location in real 
time, Track-Kit provides 

survivors with timely reports on 
where their case stands. The 

hope is that the tracking 
system will ensure rape-kits 

don’t go untested in the future. 

WCCO 4 News at 5pm July 19th, 2022 5:00 p.m. 2:19 Data from St. Paul’s police 
department show that thefts of 
Kia and Hyundai vehicles have 
soared in the past year. So far, 
compared to 2021, Kia thefts 

increased 1300% while 
Hyundai thefts increased 

584%. The Ramsey County 
Undersheriff says agencies 

across the metro are 
coordinating with each other to 
track down stolen vehicles. To 
deter thieves, the Undersheriff 

suggests using an alarm 
system, installing a steering 
wheel lock, and not leaving 

cars unattended or unlocked. 



 
WCCO 4 News at 6pm August 24th, 

2022 
6:00 p.m. 1:54 The Minneapolis Police 

Department is moving forward 
with plans to use drones to 
improve public safety. MPD 

estimates the drones will cost 
taxpayers about $30,000-

$40,000, which is less 
expensive than helicopters. 

Also, unlike helicopters, 
drones can fly up to 400 feet, 

go in between buildings, 
streets, and alleys, and give 

cops more eyes on the 
ground. Officers say the 
drones could help with 
investigations, tactical 

responses, and emergency 
planning. 

WCCO 4 News at 10pm August 29th, 
2022 

10:00 p.m. 2:01 More than 100 local police 
departments and auto repair 
shops in the Twin Cities are a 
part of a state pilot program 
designed to deter thefts of 

cars’ catalytic converters. The 
initiative, run by the 

Department of Commerce, 
offers free labels with serial 

numbers to Minnesotans who 
drive the most targeted cars. 
Mechanics etch the unique 

markings onto catalytic 
converters with acid paint, 

where it’s then registered and 
traced by law enforcement. 

WCCO 4 News at 10pm September 
22nd, 2022 

10:00 p.m. 1:59 To reduce crime in the city, 
Minneapolis’ first community 

safety commissioner 
announced a plan with Mayor 
Frey and other local officials, 
called “Operation Endeavor”. 
The plan will coordinate city 

services, from police to 
prosecutors to violence 

prevention groups, and crack 
down on crime. Using data, 

these services will be 
deployed strategically 

throughout the city. The 
program will also coordinate 
investigations with Hennepin 

County Attorney Freeman and 
embed a specific prosecutor to 

work with MPD. 

 

 


