
WCCO-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT   
  

PERIOD JANUARY 1 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2022  

   

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS 

WHICH, IN THE STATION’S JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE STATION’S MOST 

SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY ISSUES DURING 

THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2022 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2022.   
  

PROGRAM INDEX: “WCCO 4 News” is a regularly scheduled newscast Monday through 

Friday at 4:30-7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 12:00, 5:00, 6:00 and 10:00 p.m., Saturday at 8:00 a.m., 

5:00, 6:00 and 10:00 p.m., and Sunday at 6:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 and 10:00 p.m.   

  

“60 MINUTES” is a regularly scheduled one-hour CBS News magazine show.  Segments run 

approximately 12 minutes.   

  

“48 HOURS INVESTIGATES” is a regularly scheduled one-hour CBS News magazine show.  

Segments run approximately 12 minutes.   

  

CONSUMER: Pipe Bursts, New Windows, Basement Flooding  

  

January 2, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “Pipe Bursts” – Due to recent subzero temperatures, 

Minnesota homeowners are having to spend thousands of dollars to fix busted pipes. The 

Roseville Fire Department has had a record-breaking year, with a 13% increase in calls about 

pipe bursts. To prevent a burst, the fire department recommends insulating pipes, letting water 

drip from the faucets and keeping the thermostat set to the same temperature. February 2, 

2022, WCCO 4 News, “New Windows”– Shipping delays are making it extremely difficult to 

make changes to Minnesota homes, especially if new windows are needed. Andersen 

Windows says raw material shortages, transportation issues and labor constraints are all leading 

to extended lead times for select products. For a faster option, experts say homeowners can find 

overstock windows at local warehouses. March 14, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “Basement 

Flooding” – Big puddles and saturated yards due to the recent melting snow have destroyed 

many Minnesota homes. To prevent flooding, local experts suggest clearing the gutters and 

hooking up a downspout extension. If water does get into the basement, use pumps, fans and 

dehumidifiers to dry the area and prevent mold. Ultimately, long-term homeowners will want to 

fill those cracks and install drain tile.  

  

CRIME AND PUBLIC SAFETY: HEALS 2.0, Metro Carjacking Spree, No-Knock Warrants  

  

January 10, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “HEALS 2.0” – Mayors, police chiefs, attorneys and other 

Twin Cities leaders are joining forces to try and stop the surge in crime. The partnership called 

MN HEALS 2.0, organized by Hennepin County Attorney Mike Freeman, includes deeper 

involvement in local communities and innovative techniques to solve violent juvenile crime. The 

group will look at a list of specific cases and decide together on how to hold those accountable. 

February 23, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “Metro Carjacking Spree” – Two teenagers accused of 

carrying out a violent carjacking spree face more than 30 charges combined. The teenagers are 

accused of carjacking unsuspecting people across the Twin Cities over 10 days in January. So far 



this year, Minneapolis has seen two dozen more carjackings compared to last year, while St. 

Paul’s cases have dropped. March 14, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “No-Knock Warrants” – 

Minneapolis Mayor Frey has announced a proposed policy in response to the fatal shooting of 

Amir Locke during a no-knock warrant. The policy will significantly change the police 

department’s warrant and entry policy, including the prohibition of no-knock, no-announcement 

search warrants. It will also require a 20-second wait time while executing search warrants 

during the day, and 30 seconds at night.  

  

GOVERNMENT: Senior Advisor, Crown Act, ALS Research  

  

January 11, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “Senior Advisor” – President Biden is calling one of 

Minnesota’s top public servants to the nation’s capital. Hamse Warfa, the highest-ranking Somali 

American in Minnesota’s executive branch, has been appointed a senior adviser to the U.S. State 

Department. Warfa will develop strategies to protect and promote democracy, as well as 

represent the administration at conferences around the world. February 28, 2022, WCCO 4 

News, “Crown Act” – The Minnesota House of Representatives passed the Crown Act, barring 

discrimination on the basis of hair, an issue that resonates profoundly in the Black community. 

The Twin Cities Urban League President supports the Crown Act, saying hair discrimination has 

been happening across the state. Lawmakers and community leaders say the new law will protect 

those choosing to wear natural hair styles like afros and braids. March 28, 2022, WCCO 4 

News, “ALS Research” – The Minnesota Legislature has approved $25 million for ALS 

research and caregiving, the largest investment by any state in the country to find a cure for the 

rare neurological disease. The investment will continue research already underway at the 

University of Minnesota and Mayo Clinic. It will also allow the Office of Higher Education to 

award grants for research into prevention, treatment, causes and cures.  

  

HEALTH: Synthetic Antibody, Nursing Shortage, Snow Mold  

  

January 11, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “Synthetic Antibody” – There is a new preventative 

treatment for high-risk Minnesotans in the fight against COVID-19. Evusheld, a newly approved 

monoclonal antibody therapy, is designed to protect people who are immunocompromised for up 

to six months. According to M Health Fairview, the therapy is for people with a bone marrow or 

lung transplant, or in active treatment for lymphoma or leukemia. February 7, 2022, WCCO 4 

News, “Nursing Shortage” – Hospitals are in crisis mode dealing with more than 40,000 health 

care worker vacancies across the country. The Minnesota Hospital Association says travel nurses 

are a necessity to help this shortage, but are unaffordable. Instead, the MHA is urging legislators 

to give some of the surplus budget to all health care workers who permanently reside and work 

in Minnesota. March 19, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “Snow Mold” – Melting snow is uncovering 

mold that is affecting allergy sufferers throughout Minnesota. Snow mold is a lawn disease 

caused by a fungus that both looks like snow and tends to infect grass. To ease symptoms, a 

Hennepin Healthcare Specialist says people can start by taking allergy pills and nose sprays. If 

that doesn’t work, allergy shots or immune therapy can help as well.  

  

 

 

 



DIVERSITY: Afghan Refugees, School Racism, Bike Shop  

  

January 23, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “Afghan Refugees” – After escaping Kabul, dozens of 

Afghan families are on their way to their new homes in Minnesota. Alight, a Minneapolis-based 

humanitarian organization, helps furnish apartments in the Twin Cities for the refugees. Alight’s 

volunteers also leave welcome cards, Qurans and Muslims prayer rugs to make the spaces feel 

more like home. February 28, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “School Racism” – New Prague students 

and teachers are calling for changes in their community after accusations of racism. Two school 

districts won’t compete against the high school, citing racist encounters at two sporting events. In 

response, the Superintendent announced a three-step plan, which includes creating a diverse 

school district climate task force, providing more resources for staff, and working with student 

leaders to raise awareness about appropriate conduct. March 27, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “Bike 

Shop” – A Twin Cities community is coming together to help reopen its neighborhood’s only 

Black-owned bicycle shop. Kennis Littleton, the owner of Venture North Bike Walk & Coffee, 

hopes the shop will empower disadvantaged youth in north Minneapolis. Along with the grand 

opening, the team will kick off a Build-A-Bike internship program and a summer camp for kids.  

  

ENVIRONMENT: Road Salt, Bear Den  

  

January 5, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “Road Salt” – In an effort to preserve the environment, the 

City of Minneapolis is asking its residents to use less salt when de-icing sidewalks and 

driveways. When the snow melts, the salt on icy roads can leak into storm drains, lakes and 

groundwater and is harmful to fish, plants and even pets. The city’s plan to “salt wisely” is aimed 

at prevention and keeping even more salt contamination at bay. March 7, 2022, WCCO 4 News, 

“Bear Den” – Every year, A Minnesota Department of Natural Resources bear biologist and his 

team navigate the Chippewa National Forest to learn more about how black bears survive the 

winter. Since the start of the project in 1981, food sources for bears have dropped by 70%. To 

adapt, the researchers discovered the bears have widened their home range in search of food. The 

bears are also hibernating in above-ground nests more often, potentially due to flooding.  

  

WOMEN: Domestic Violence, Minnesota Aurora FC, Tampons in Schools  

  

January 23, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “Domestic Violence” – This year, the Twin Cities has seen 

an increase in homicides due to domestic violence. A manager for Women’s Advocates, a non-

profit in St. Paul, says isolation and stress during the pandemic has heightened abuser’s 

behaviors. To help victims come forward, they provide prevention education, and help women 

make a plan to leave their abuser, offering safe shelter and guidance. February 3, 2022, WCCO 

4 News, “Minnesota Aurora FC” – The state’s new women’s soccer team, Minnesota Aurora, 

will play its first game at the Vikings’ TCO Performance Center in Eagan. The first of its kind in 

the pre-professional USL W league, it’s a team owned by the community. The ownership model 

allows the community to help grow women’s sports and invest in young girls across the state. 

March 21, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “Tampons in Schools” – A 15-year-old student is pushing the 

Minnesota Legislature to pass a bill that would make period products free for young women in 

schools across the state. Right now, the cost for supplying period products free of charge in 

Minnesota schools is just under $2 million. With the State having more than $24 billion dollars 



to spend on education, she hopes the law can change. The bill has been heard in legislative 

committees in both chambers and momentum is stronger than it has been in the past.  

  

YOUTH AND FAMILY: Omicron in Kids, Courage Kenny, Youth Programs  

  

January 4, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “Omicron in Kids” – This winter’s COVID-19 surge has 

caused a record number of cases in children. An infection preventionist at Children’s Minnesota 

says Omicron tends to be an upper respiratory illness, which matters most for children 6 and 

under, whose airways are narrower. If a child presents breathing problems, experts suggest 

parents should seek medical attention right away. February 27, 2022, WCCO 4 

News, “Courage Kenny”– One hundred students are learning to ski and snowboard with the 

help of Courage Kenny’s Adaptive Sports program. With the support of one-on-one volunteers, 

the classes help accommodate people with a variety of disabilities learn the sport. Courage 

Kenny also hosts a Ski-A-Thon fundraiser to raise money for scholarships and equipment to help 

skiers of varying abilities. March 2, 2022, WCCO 4 News, “Youth Programs” – Minneapolis 

parents are feeling thankful knowing their kids will have plenty to keep them busy once school is 

finished. Thanks to federal stimulus funds and city property taxes, $2.6 million was invested into 

the Minneapolis Park Board to ensure all youth programs are free this summer. Any kid can sign 

up at one of the 17 locations, which are specific parks and rec centers in areas of the city where 

poverty is prevalent.  
 


