
  WCCO-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT 

PERIOD JULY 1 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 

 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS 

WHICH, IN THE STATION’S JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE STATION’S 

MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY 

ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD JULY 1, 2018 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 

2018. 

 

PROGRAM INDEX:  “WCCO 4 News” is a regularly scheduled newscast Monday 

through Friday at 4:30-7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 12:00, 5:00, 6:00 and 10:00 p.m., Saturday at 

8:00 a.m., 5:00, 6:00 and 10:00 p.m., and Sunday at 6:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 and 10:00 

p.m. 

 

“60 MINUTES” is a regularly scheduled one-hour CBS News magazine show.  

Segments run approximately 12 minutes. 

 

“48 HOURS INVESTIGATES” is a regularly scheduled one-hour CBS News magazine 

show.  Segments run approximately 12 minutes. 

 

CONSUMER: Electric Scooters, Procedure Prices, Hearing Aid 

 

July 20, 2018, WCCO 4 News, “Electric Scooters” – Rental scooters are the latest 

addition to the ride-sharing options in Minnesota. The Bird Company began distributing 

electric scooters around Minneapolis and St. Paul before seeking city approval. 

Minneapolis city council members voted unanimously to pass an amended traffic code. 

The ordinance change gives the city better control over scooter rental vendors. St. Paul is 

forcing all Bird scooters off the streets until the city can create a pilot program that will 

give both vendors and riders clear rules of the road. August 9, 2018, WCCO 4 News, 

“Procedure Prices” – The Minnesota Department of Health has discovered a big 

difference in the prices patients pay for the same surgeries. A new report shows a patient 

undergoing one of four hospital procedures may pay between two to seven times as much 

as another patient in the same hospital. National research shows the price differences are 

likely driven by market or pricing power that health insurers and hospitals have. The 

report looked at hospitals in urban and rural areas across the state. September 11, 2018, 

WCCO 4 News, “Hearing Aid” – Eden Prairie-based Starkey Hearing Technologies has 

launched a first-of-its-kind hearing aid with built-in Bluetooth and an activity tracker. 

The new device, called the Livio Al, brings its user’s data to a connected app that tracks 

brain stimulation and step count. It also links up to Bluetooth, allowing people to play a 

movie, TV show or phone call directly in their ear. 

 

CRIME AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Little Alan’s Law, Alley Lights, Pink Death 

 

July 31, 2018, WCCO 4 News, “Little Alan’s Law” – A new law will go into effect in 

memory of an 8-year-old that was struck and killed by an intoxicated snowmobile driver. 

His death motivated lawmakers to close loopholes in the state’s DWI laws. Lawmakers 



pushed to revise Minnesota’s law, closing a loophole that let people keep their off-road 

driving privileges, even if they got a DWI in a motor vehicle. Little Alan’s Law provides 

more consistent application of DWI laws, regardless of what type of vehicle is being 

driven. August 25, 2018, WCCO 4 News, “Alley Lights” – Robberies, burglaries, 

assaults and shootings have become commonplace in St. Paul’s North End neighborhood. 

In response, community members have raised money for alley lights in hopes to deter 

criminals. St. Paul police have also increased their presence in the area. Crime has stayed 

consistent or moved down the street since Xcel Energy activated the alley lights. 

Residents believe a police station is needed to truly deal with the increase in crime. 

September 14, 2018, WCCO 4 News, “Pink Death” – A deadly, synthetic drug that has 

killed nearly 50 people may now be on the streets of the Twin Cities. According to the 

Drug Enforcement Agency, U-4770 is an imminent threat to public health and safety. U-

4770, known as Pink Death, was confirmed to be mixed with fentanyl, a drug that is 100-

times-more potent than morphine. Forty-two overdoses have been called into 911 in 

Hennepin County. As many as six doses of Narcan were administered to bring users of 

Pink Death back to life. 

 

GOVERNMENT: Facebook Politics, Abuse Allegations, Absentee Ballot 

 

July 31, 2018, WCCO 4 News, “Facebook Politics” – Facebook announced that it has 

removed 32 pages from its platforms that were designed to influence the 2018-midterm 

elections. Minnesota Senator Klobuchar stated this attack is more evidence that Congress 

needs to pass her Honest Ads Act, which would require internet companies to disclose 

who is paying for ads. Minnesota was one of 21 states whose election systems were 

targeted by Russian-linked hackers in 2016. Minnesota’s Secretary of State’s office is 

continuing to work with federal intelligence agencies to protect Minnesota’s mid-term 

elections. August 12, 2018, WCCO 4 News, “Abuse Allegations” – Domestic abuse 

allegations have surfaced against U.S. Rep.  Keith Ellison, a candidate for Minnesota 

attorney general. Ellison’s former girlfriend detailed a pattern of narcissistic abuse over 

their years-long relationship. The abuse included manipulation, name calling, cheating 

and physical altercations. She also claims of having video evidence of the abuse. In a 

written statement, Ellison denied the allegations. September 26, 2018, WCCO 4 News, 

“Absentee Ballot” – Voters in Minnesota are receiving unsolicited applications in the 

mail for absentee ballots. The application contains personal information, including name, 

address and voting history. Under Minnesota law, voter information is public information 

that can be purchased from the state. The Center for Voter Information is behind the 

mailing. The group has a mission of bolstering voter registration among disenfranchised 

groups including unmarried women, youth and people of color. The letter is not a scam 

and an absentee ballot will be mailed out if the county receives an application. 

 

HEALTH: Opioid Prescriptions, STD Numbers, MS Rates 

 

July 6, 2018, WCCO 4 News, “Opioid Prescriptions” – Wadena County has the highest 

number of opioid prescriptions in Minnesota. Nearly one-and-a-half prescriptions are 

written for every person in the County. Factors such as unemployment and poverty are 

driving high rates of opioid prescription use. A grant has helped Tri-County Health Care 



establish ways to cut down on the number of prescriptions written. The opioid 

management program includes pain contracts between provider and patient, a monitoring 

program and random drug screenings. In three years, the county has reduced opioid 

prescriptions by 17 percent. August 28, 2018, WCCO 4 News, “STD Numbers” – The 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports a record-setting number of people 

across the United States are contracting sexually transmitted diseases. According to data 

from the Minnesota Department of Health, rates of chlamydia increased by 4 percent, 

syphilis increased by 10 percent, and gonorrhea increased by 28 percent in 2017. Over 

30,000 cases of STDs were reported in Minnesota in 2017. The Community Restoring 

Urban Sexual Health have partnered with several health-related agencies across the Twin 

Cities with a focus on educating people, specifically youth and young adults, about safe 

sex practices. September 17, 2018, WCCO 4 News, “MS Rates” – Per capita, Minnesota 

has the highest number of MS cases in the country. Researchers now think location is a 

factor because MS is more common farther from the equator. Minnesota sits above what 

is known as the 37th parallel where rates of MS are nearly twice as high as people who 

live to the south. Research also shows people who are born in a high-risk place and move 

to a lower risk area before puberty, have a greater chance of keeping the chronic disease 

away. Doctors recommend keeping Vitamin D levels over 100 to offer some protection 

from MS. 

 

DIVERSITY: Restaurant Rising, Eid Celebration, Credit Union 

 

July 9, 2018, WCCO 4 News, “Restaurant Rising” – The Trump administration 

recently launched its zero-policy, forcing more than 2,000 children to be separated from 

their parents after illegally crossing the border. In response, twenty-five businesses in the 

Twin Cities will donate a percentage of their sales to help immigrant families along the 

Arizona border. The restaurants participating in the campaign, called Restaurant Rising, 

will donate between 10 and 50 percent of their sales to pay for legal help for immigrants 

through the Florence Project in Arizona. August 20, 2018, WCCO 4 News, “Eid 

Celebration” – More than 20,000 Muslims are expected to celebrate the festival known 

as Super Eid at U.S. Bank Stadium. The celebration in the Muslim faith commemorates 

the sacrifice of the Prophet Ibrahim. The two-day long event includes singing, speeches, 

prayers and a day-long carnival. Organizers want people from all faiths to attend. 

Minneapolis police will provide extra security for the event. September 17, 2018, 

WCCO 4 News, “Credit Union” – The Association of Black Economic Power opened a 

credit union in North Minneapolis. The community development financial cooperative is 

called Village. The community decided that a black-led financial institution was the best 

way to address racial disparities. Village has already developed the new day loan, an 

alternative to payday lending. The Village is also offering affordable check cashing until 

it officially opens in 2019. 

 

ENVIRONMENT: Urban Garden, First Kiss, Pollen Season 

 

July 17, 2018, WCCO 4 News, “Urban Garden” – Minnesota high school students are 

learning about urban farming, conservation and cooking through Urban Roots. The 

program allows students to work seed to sale at the new garden in St. Paul. The students 



will be involved in prepping beds, planting, creating invoices, packing and delivering 

produce. Along with 100 planned homes and a future bike trail, there will be an urban 

tunnel greenhouse to extend the growing season. August 7, 2018, WCCO 4 News, 

“First Kiss” – A new breed of apple, decades in the making is ready to be picked. The 

new apple, called First Kiss, is a child of the Honeycrisp family. Similar to the 

Honeycrisp, the apple breed was created at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum’s 

Horticultural Research Center. The apple is bred in part from the Honeycrisp apple, 

which gives the First Kiss an explosive, crisp juiciness. The other parent is an apple from 

Arkansas that allows it to ripen almost a month earlier than Honeycrisp. September 7, 

2018, WCCO 4 News, “Pollen Season” – According to the Minnesota Health 

Department, the ragweed pollen season is expected to peak in early September. The 

changing climate has extended ragweed pollen season to be about three weeks longer 

than it was in the mid-90s. The increase in temperatures and greenhouse gasses are 

leading plants to produce more allergic pollen. Allergies will end with the first hard frost 

of winter. 

 

WOMEN: Breastfeeding, Best Buy Initiative 

 

July 20, 2018, WCCO 4 News, “Breastfeeding” – Two mothers left a public pool in 

Minnesota after staff scolded them for breastfeeding their babies. A staff member asked 

the mothers to cover up or go to the locker area. Minnesota Statue states a mother may 

breast-feed in any location, public or private, where the mother and child are authorized 

to be, whether or not the nipple of the mother’s is uncovered during the breast-feeding. 

The women are filing discrimination charges with the Department of Human Rights 

against the city and county. September 12, 2018, WCCO 4 News, “Best Buy Initiative” 

– Minnesota-based Best Buy is joining other leading technology companies to bring more 

women of color into computing careers. The number of women of color in IT or 

computing fields has decreased over the past 10 years. This new initiative, called Reboot 

Representation Tech Coalition, is designed to improve opportunities for under-

represented women. Best Buy has a Career Pathway program at its tech centers, where 

technical training ends in pair internships. 

 

YOUTH AND FAMILY: Mental Health Resources, Bunk Beds 

 

August 23, 2018, WCCO 4 News, “Mental Health Resources” – Students returning to 

Hopkins High School this fall will have an added resource. Mental Health professionals 

will be available on campus for one-on-one counseling. The district’s plans to open 

wellness centers at Hopkins High and at both junior high schools will put them on the 

path of being a world-class operation. These mental health centers will be a safe haven 

for students to talk openly about mental health and social anxiety. September 12, 2018, 

WCCO 4 News, “Bunk Beds” – A Minnesota couple opened a local chapter for Sleep in 

Heavenly Peace. The nonprofit builds bunk beds for kids who live in poverty and their 

parents cannot afford to buy mattresses and beds. Since 2012, volunteers have built more 

than 1,330 bunk beds for children nationwide. Donations are still needed for bedding, 

mattresses and pillows to complete the gifts.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           


