
 WCCO-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT 

PERIOD JANUARY 1 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2019 

 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS 

WHICH, IN THE STATION’S JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE STATION’S 

MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY 

ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2019 THROUGH MARCH 31, 

2019. 

 

PROGRAM INDEX:  “WCCO 4 News” is a regularly scheduled newscast Monday 

through Friday at 4:30-7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 12:00, 5:00, 6:00 and 10:00 p.m., Saturday at 

8:00 a.m., 5:00, 6:00 and 10:00 p.m., and Sunday at 6:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 and 10:00 

p.m. 

 

“60 MINUTES” is a regularly scheduled one-hour CBS News magazine show.  

Segments run approximately 12 minutes. 

 

“48 HOURS INVESTIGATES” is a regularly scheduled one-hour CBS News magazine 

show.  Segments run approximately 12 minutes. 

 

CONSUMER: Heating, CBD, Final Four 

 

January 28, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Heating” – Keeping homes heated is a concern 

across Minnesota during this record cold winter. The Minnesota Energy code states that 

for subzero temperatures, a house should be able to sustain 70 degrees. Do not turn up the 

thermostat because it could put stress on the heating equipment and the natural gas 

system. If the house still loses heat, check for drafts and make sure the furnace filter is 

clean. February 4, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “CBD” – A plant that looks and smells like 

marijuana has found its way onto store shelves in Minnesota. The CBD flower is derived 

from hemp. It’s the latest product claiming to help with anxiety, seizures, muscle 

soreness and joint issues. However, critics of CBD argue the products are not regulated or 

legal. March 14, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Final Four” – Minneapolis will be hosting the 

NCAA Final Four this year. The four days leading up to the championship game are 

filled with free festivities, including Fanfest and a free dribbling parade for kids at the 

Convention Center. Nicollet Mall will be packed with concerts, games, food stalls and a 

90-foot Ferris wheel. 

 

CRIME AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Kidnapping, School Bus Shooting, Untested Rape Kits 

 

January 11, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Kidnapping” – Authorities in Western Wisconsin 

have identified the man arrested in connection to the kidnapping of a 13-year-old girl and 

the killing of her parents. The 21-year-old will be held on two accounts of first-degree 

intentional homicide and one account of kidnapping. Authorities say the girl escaped 

after three months in captivity. She was rescued after encountering a woman who was 

walking her dog nearby. February 5, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “School Bus Shooting” – A 

school bus driver was shot after a minor crash on an interstate near downtown 



Minneapolis. Police were called on a report of a snowy fender bender. Witnesses say the 

suspect got out of his vehicle and began firing at the small bus. A student in the back of 

the bus was unharmed and the bus driver suffered non-life threatening injuries. March 

11, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Untested Rape Kits” – The law is catching up to men who 

got away with sex crimes in Minnesota years ago. The 418 rape kits with known victims 

went to the BCA for testing and 116 matches linked to suspects and crime scenes have 

been discovered. At least three suspects pleaded guilty and ten other cases are going 

through the court. In all, there are roughly 3,000 kits across Minnesota that still need to 

be submitted. 

GOVERNMENT: Lemonade Stand, Red Flag Bill, Hands-Free Cellphone Bill 

 

January 31, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Lemonade Stand” – Two state senators want to 

protect the right of Minnesota kids to operate lemonade or hot dog stands without fear of 

the police. The senators have authored a bill to allow kids 14 and under to operate 

temporary stands without permits and inspections. It passed a Senate committee last week 

and awaits floor action. February 28, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Red Flag Bill” – A major 

gun control measure has passed a key Minnesota House Committee. The Public Safety 

Committee voted in favor of the Red Flag bill, which would allow police to seize guns 

from anyone a judge ruled was a danger to themselves or others. Supporters are hopeful 

the bill will prevent all gun violence, including suicides. March 18, 2019, WCCO 4 

News, “Hands-Free Cellphone Bill” – The Minnesota House approved a bill that would 

require drivers to use hands-free devices while in traffic. Over the past five years, 

distracted driving has contributed to one and five crashes on Minnesota roads. In the 

three years that advocates have pushed this bill, this is the farthest it’s gotten. The bill 

will now move to the Minnesota Senate for a vote. 

 

HEALTH: Digital Medicine, Water Gremlin, Opioid Epidemic 

 

January 21, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Digital Medicine” – University of Minnesota 

Health and Fairview Health Services is the first health system to use digital medicine to 

treat cancer. Chemotherapy drugs are co-encapsulated by a pharmacist with a small, 

ingestible sensor. The patient wears a small sensor patch on the abdomen and it 

communicates with the sensors in the pill. Doctors can monitor the data to determine 

whether a patient is taking the medication properly. February 21, 2019, WCCO 4 News, 

“Water Gremlin” – The Minnesota Department of Health and the Minnesota Pollution 

Control Agency are investigating after Water Gremlin, a White Bear Township business, 

was found releasing high levels of TCE into the air. Breathing in high concentrations of 

the carcinogen can cause kidney cancer, liver cancer and lymphoma. TCE can also 

impact the immune and central nervous systems, and can cause heart defects in babies. 

March 4, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Opioid Epidemic” – A Minnesota group battling the 

opioid epidemic is pushing airlines to equip all planes with Narcan. The medication 

reverses the effects of an opioid overdose. It is common for addicts to use drugs before 

flying, often on a trip to treatment. Currently, American Airlines has Narcan on hand and 

Delta is in the process of updating its medical kits with the medicine. 

 



 

DIVERSITY: Hockey Dream, CSL Plasma 

 

January 4, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Hockey Dream” – A 12-year old, African American 

hockey player from Forest Lake was picked to play for a World Selects Team in Europe. 

To help pay for the expensive trip, her family set up a GoFundMe page. The Black Girl 

Hockey Club, an organization that supports and brings awareness to people of color in 

hockey, shared her page. A defenseman for the Minnesota Wild also donated and shared 

a similar experience when he was younger. March 7, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “CSL 

Plasma” – The Minnesota Attorney General has filed a lawsuit against a national plasma 

donation company for unlawfully denying a transgender woman from donating because 

of her gender identity. In 2017, the Department of Human Resources found probable 

cause for discrimination, but CSL Plasma did not settle the case through the DHR’s 

conciliation process. Four other transgender people have filed similar complaints against 

CSL Plasma. 

 

ENVIRONMENT: Plow Blades, River Flooding 

 

February 28, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Plow Blades” – The city of Edina is testing out a 

new plow blade this winter. The Joma blade is segmented, unlike the traditional solid 

plate and promises a clean cut through ice and snow. Since the blade is able to cut closer 

to the pavement, less salt will need to be used. If the new blades prove to be effective, the 

city will outfit their entire fleet with them. March 21, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “River 

Flooding” – Several Twin Cities communities are bracing for spring flooding as the 

Mississippi, Minnesota and St. Croix rivers rise with rapidly melting snow. The St. Paul 

City Council affirmed an emergency declaration, setting up the city for state and federal 

assistance and coordinating flooding response efforts by local departments. City officials 

will close downtown streets and public works crews will begin building levees.  

 

WOMEN: Women’s March, Genetic Testing, Operation Glass Slipper 

 

January 19, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Women’s March” – Thousands of people gathered 

in St. Paul for the third annual Women’s March. The march led to the Capitol where the 

crowd gathered to hear from students, activists and lawmakers. U.S. Rep. Ilhan Omar, 

who is part of the most female freshman class ever in Congress, spoke to the crowd. The 

attendance was smaller compared to 2017 when there were around 100,000 people. 

February 19, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Genetic Testing” – More than 1,000 women in 

Minnesota have signed up to learn if they carry the cancer gene. The free, nation-wide, 

clinical trial makes at-home genetic testing available to women who have a family history 

of breast and ovarian cancer. Cancer rates in Minnesota could drop with most of the 

women opting for surgery to remove breasts and ovaries. March 16, 2019, WCCO 4 

News, “Operation Glass Slipper” – Operation Glass Slipper outfits Minnesota high 

school girls with all the attire necessary for prom. The pop-up shop is loaded with 

hundreds of free dresses, shoes, jewelry and handbags. Unfortunately, after 12 years, the 

director of Operation Glass Slipper will be retiring and the shop will close. Since the 

operation began, about 13,000 girls have been dressed for prom. 



 

 

YOUTH AND FAMILY: At-Risk Youth, Vaping Test, Kids Baking Championship 

 

January 8, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “At-Risk Youth” – A partnership to help at-risk 

youth between the city of St. Paul, Ramsey County and St. Paul Public Schools is being 

dissolved. The Innovation Project gave partners the ability to share data in order for more 

kids to get resources and support services. Parents and community members believe the 

data unfairly identifies black and brown children as violent before they commit a crime. 

February 3, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Vaping Test” – Any Lab Now in the Twin Cities 

has a quick test to reveal if teens are vaping. The lab recommends a $50 dollar test to 

parents who believe vaping has happened in the last few days. If the parents want to look 

back farther, a hair follicle test for $120 goes back three months. Both tests detect 

nicotine in a teenager’s system, called “cotinine” once it’s metabolized in the body. 

March 12, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Kids Baking Championship” – The Food Network 

has named an 11-year-old girl from Blaine the Kids Baking Champion. She performed 

under pressure on a national stage and won the competition with her rich chocolate 

checkerboard cake. The girl beat out seven other top kid chefs from across North 

America. One of the two other finalists is also from Minnesota. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EXTRA STORIES: 

 

February 26, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Roof Collapse” – The winter months in Minnesota 

pose all kinds of challenges. Heavy snow can pile-up on the roof, leading to a dangerous 

collapse. According to Structure Tech Home Inspections, most homes in the Twin Cities 

can handle around 35 pounds per square foot. One of the safest ways to remove snow on 

the roof is with a rake. If there are concerns about snow or ice dams, call a professional to 

remove the problem. 

 

January 7, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Tax Season” – The partial federal government 

shutdown is going to make filing taxes in Minnesota worse this year. This is because the 

legislature and Governor Dayton failed to agree last year on a bill to align state tax laws 

with the new federal tax law. Now, because of the shutdown, there is less help for people 

to sort things out. 

 

March 16, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Faith Communities” – In the Twin Cities, people 

with different religious beliefs are uniting to support their Muslim neighbors. At the Dar 

al-Farooq Islamic Center in Bloomington, state and community leaders said Minnesota 

will continue to be a place of diversity and inclusiveness. This Islamic Center was 

bombed a year and half ago. The pipe bomb damaged the building, but did not hurt 

anyone there for morning prayers. Those gathered embraced their community’s diversity, 

relying on time and prayer to heal broken hearts and spirits. 

 

March 12, 2019, WCCO 4 News, “Walleye” – The Department of Natural Resources 

expects more anglers will head to Lake Mille Lacs for the fishing opener this year. For 

the first time since 2015, people will be allowed to keep some of the walleye they catch 

during the first three weeks of open water fishing. The new regulation will help anglers 

and businesses out a lot. Anglers will be able to keep a fish a day before the season 

moves to catch and release and that will put a big push on the opener and the days that 

follow, a time that is already busy.    

 


