
WCCO-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT    

PERIOD OCTOBER 1, THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2021 
   

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS 
WHICH, IN THE STATION’S JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE STATION’S MOST 
SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY ISSUES DURING 
THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2021 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2021.   

PROGRAM INDEX: “WCCO 4 News” is a regularly scheduled newscast Monday through 
Friday at 4:30-7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 12:00, 5:00, 6:00 and 10:00 p.m., Saturday at 8:00 a.m., 
5:00, 6:00 and 10:00 p.m., and Sunday at 6:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5:30 and 10:00 p.m.   

“60 MINUTES” is a regularly scheduled one-hour CBS News magazine show.  Segments run 
approximately 12 minutes.   

“48 HOURS INVESTIGATES” is a regularly scheduled one-hour CBS News magazine 
show.  Segments run approximately 12 minutes.   

CONSUMER: Home Insurance, Ammo Supply, Big Snow Melt

October 5, 2021, WCCO 4 News, “Home Insurance” – According to the Insurance Federation 
of Minnesota, homeowners insurance costs are now ranked 14th in the country. Due to scarce 
labor and rising material costs, the average homeowners insurance premium has risen more than 
360% over the last 17 years. To lower costs, IFM suggests Minnesota homeowners shop around 
for insurance and get multiple quotes from local companies. November 4, 2021, WCCO 4 News, 
“Ammo Supply”– The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has already sold more than 
220,000 licenses ahead of this weekend’s deer hunting opener. Unfortunately, sudden spikes in 
handgun owners, brass availability, along with shipping issues have all made it hard for hunters 
to find ammo. Gun store managers suggest hunters try different firearms, buy in bulk and contact 
friends for spare ammo. December 12, 2021, WCCO 4 News, “Big Snow Melt” – With 
temperatures expected to rise to the mid 40s or 50s, a quick melt may impact lots of Minnesota 
homes. To prevent flooding, experts suggest clearing snow a few feet away from the home. 
Homeowners should also insulate pipes to prevent them from freezing and have the sump pump 
ready to go when it’s needed.

CRIME AND PUBLIC SAFETY: St. Paul Mass Shooting, Police Transformation, Crime Team

October 13, 2021, WCCO 4 News, “St. Paul Mass Shooting” – The largest mass shooting in 
the city’s history took place at Seventh Street Truck Park, a popular bar in St. Paul. The shooting 
left one woman dead and fifteen people injured. Afterwards, two men were charged in 
connection with the shooting and could now face decades behind bars. November 3, 
2021, WCCO 4 News, “Police Transformation” – Community members are plotting a course 
forward with the help of the Minneapolis Police Department and the Police Officers Federation. 
Members of the Unity in Community Mediation Team introduced a roadmap for transformation 
of police culture in Minneapolis. The plan moving forward will focus on transformation, reform, 



transparency and accountability both with MPD and the community. December 19, 
2021, WCCO 4 News, “Crime Team” – After attempted carjackings at Lunds & Byerlys stores 
in Edina and St. Louis Park, five metro area mayors met and have formed a coalition to fight 
crime. In a letter, the mayors promised to share their police resources, including investigation 
information with each other. The goal of the mayors’ alliance is to protect citizens and preserve 
the high quality of life they deserve.

GOVERNMENT: Indigenous People, City Council, Budget Surplus

October 13, 2021, WCCO 4 News, “Indigenous People” – The Minnesota Legislature approved 
a new state office focusing on missing and murdered Indigenous people, the first of its kind in 
the country. The Office of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Relatives stemmed from a state 
task force dedicated to the issue. The office will be tasked with reviewing cold cases, collecting 
better data and assisting local and tribal law enforcement with open cases. November 16, 
2021, WCCO 4 News, “City Council”– Amid an ongoing crime surge and a nationwide debate 
on defunding the police, Minneapolis voters elected seven new council members. The members 
are dedicated to helping the battered business districts from Nicollet Mall to Lake Street. Most 
importantly, the seven have pledged to work with other council members to get a handle on the 
Minneapolis public safety crisis. December 7, 2021, WCCO 4 News, “Budget Surplus” – 
Minnesota is projected to have a $7.7 billion budget surplus, a record-setting influx of funding 
that’s already sparking debates. Governor Walz mentioned paid medical and family leave, 
climate change and gun violence in his list of priorities. Lawmakers will have to weigh 
competing requests, all while navigating a divided government, when deciding how to spend.

HEALTH: COVID Capacity Crisis, Military Medical Teams, Variant Surveillance System

October 7, 2021, WCCO 4 News, “COVID Capacity Crisis” – According to Minnesota’s 
health department data, nearly 900 people are currently hospitalized with COVID-19, a record 
high for this year. The Minnesota Health Commissioner described the number of hospitalizations 
as a “capacity crisis” for both adult and children. In response, Governor Walz has asked the 
legislature to pass several waivers and relief in response to the current pandemic situation. 
November 23, 2021, WCCO 4 News, “Military Medical Teams” – An emergency military 
medical team has arrived to help fight COVID-19, which is fueling a crisis of critical care access 
in hospitals across Minnesota. Two deployments from the U.S. Department of Defense are 
providing relief at Hennepin County Medical Center and St. Cloud Hospital. The extra staff will 
allow HCMC to set up an additional 10-bed admitting unit for emergency care and six step-down 
beds to make room in the intensive care unit. December 2, 2021, WCCO 4 News, “Variant 
Surveillance System” – Experts were able to detect the new Omicron variant of the coronavirus 
in Minnesota using a new variant surveillance system. The public health laboratory at the 
Minnesota Department of Health confirmed the Omicron case through genome sequencing, 
which goes a step further and analyzes a test sample to identify variants. The state’s variant 
surveillance system is the strongest in the nation.

DIVERSITY: BIPOC Store Owners, EV Charging Network, Indigenous Bowl



October 13, 2021, WCCO 4 News, “BIPOC Store Owners” – The Mall of America, as part of 
a new program, is offering BIPOC store owners a rent-free space for three months with a chance 
to become permanent. Community Commons, located on the second floor, is filled with more 
than a dozen minority-owned small businesses. So far, eight businesses from Community 
Commons have gone on to lease their own space in the mall. November 24, 2021, WCCO 4 
News, “EV Charging Network” – Thanks to a new plan from Native Sun, a Native-led 
nonprofit, more electric vehicles will be showing up on Minnesota roads. $6.5 million in funds 
will be used to build 120 charging stations, which will connect tribal nations across the state. 
These funds will also go towards purchasing 19 electric vehicles that will be used by tribal 
schools, government and businesses. December 5, 2021, WCCO 4 News, “Indigenous Bowl” – 
The 2021 Indigenous Bowl, played at U.S. Bank Stadium, brought high school football players 
from across the continent to play in Minneapolis. The game, put on by the 7G Foundation, 
brought together over 30 Native American tribes and communities. The goal of the event is to 
bring exposure to Indigenous players and reveal opportunities outside their communities.

ENVIRONMENT: Lidar Technology, Ice Fishing, Wildlife Rehabilitation Centers

October 13, 2021, WCCO 4 News, “Lidar Technology” – The Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources can take inventory of every single tree in less than 5 minutes. Lidar 
technology uses a pulse laser to create a 3D map of elevations across the state. Afterwards, the 
map is overlayed with aerial photos that add color and shape. These maps are useful for fire 
prevention strategies, carbon storage planning and spotting sick trees. November 28, 
2021, WCCO 4 News, “Ice Fishing” – Although Minnesota lakes aren’t quite ready, ice anglers 
are prepared to tackle ice fishing season. Due to the state’s recent warm weather, complete ice 
coverage will likely occur later this year. The Department of Natural Resources says 4 inches is 
the minimum to go ice fishing and 8 inches for driving a car on the frozen lake. December 25, 
2021, WCCO 4 News, “Wildlife Rehabilitation Centers” – Since the start of the pandemic, 
there’s been an interesting phenomenon happening with wildlife rehabilitation in Minnesota. The 
University of Minnesota’s Raptor Center has seen three times the number of usual patients. 
Wildlife Rehabilitation experts say the uptick is because people have been home and outdoors 
during the pandemic, so they’re coming across injured or orphaned animals more often.

WOMEN: Violence Against Women, Women Chefs

November 17, 2021, WCCO 4 News, “Violence Against Women” – According to Hennepin 
Healthcare, domestic violence and sexual assault cases in the Twin Cities have nearly doubled. 
In the past year, a local violence prevention specialist has helped over 300 women and girls 
under the age of 45 who have been shot. To help solve the crisis, her plan is to conduct anti-
violence programs to arm these girls with knowledge, instead of guns. December 2, 2021, 
WCCO 4 News, “Women Chefs” – Two of the next generation leaders that help run Spoon and 
Stable, a popular restaurant in Minneapolis, are both young and women. The restaurant’s bar 
director and executive pastry chef are part a new wave of females taking on leadership roles in 
the male-dominated industry. Spoon and Stable will also be hosting an event to shine a focus on 
women spirits and wine makers.

YOUTH AND FAMILY: Treating Kids, Video Game Addiction, Prairie Bears



October 17, 2021, WCCO 4 News, “Treating Kids” – The Minnesota Air National Guard, with 
the guidance of Children’s Minnesota, rehearsed what to do if a tornado were to hit a school.  
The simulation’s medical director says this exercise is important because treating pediatric 
patients can be different than adults. The simulation’s goal is to help prepare first responders, 
while also offering a chance for feedback and improvement. November 29, 2021, WCCO 4 
News, “Video Game Addiction”– With kids at their computers more often during lockdown, an 
addiction professor at Hazelden’s Graduate School is worried about the impact of excessive 
gaming. To help combat addiction, the professor recommends parents set screen time rules and 
make sure their kids participate in other activities. Joining high school clubs that promote healthy 
gaming habits can also help. December 6, 2021, WCCO 4 News, “Prairie Bears” – A Twin 
Cities family hopes to make the holidays a little brighter for kids battling mental health issues in 
the hospital. Their own daughter’s mental health battle became the motivation behind the Prairie 
Bear initiative. The goal of Prairie Bear is to give every kid a teddy bear in time for the holidays. 
Each bear also comes with a personalized note from the family’s daughter.


