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TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story
FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 

PROGRAM CODE



ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR APRIL 2018

1. Jim McLean, Stephen Koranda and Celia Llopis-Jepsen discussed the action in 
the first half of the 2018 Kansas legislative session. Once again, the lion’s share 
of the drama at the Statehouse was connected to the school finance issue. 
Otherwise, the big legislative questions concerned taxes and health care. 
(JM-LEGWRAPUP.wav) – aired 04-09-18 – ME/R – length: 4:10 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
________________________________________________________POL/ECO

2. KPR’s J. Schafer reported on how the famous Oscar Meyer Wienermobile visited 
the KPR studios during the station’s spring fund drive. The distinctive vehicle 
drew a lot of attention…especially from area children. 
(JS-WIENERMOBILE.wav) – aired 04-13-18 – ME/R – length: 5:59 – airtimes: 
7:45am, 8:45am
______________________________________________________AR/KU/ECO

3. KPR’s Kaye McIntyre interviewed KU film professor and noted director Kevin 
Willmott about his latest project. Willmott has written, produced and directed a 
film about the career of William Allen White of Emporia. The movie highlights 
White’s stance against racism and his opposition of the Ku Klux Klan. 
(KMD-WAWWILLMOTT.wav) – aired 04-13-18 – ATC/R – length: 3:25 – 
airtimes: 3:44pm, 6:44pm
___________________________________________________________KU/AR

4. Brian Grimmett of the Kansas News Service reported on the efforts in some rural 
Kansas counties to secure a new Tyson Foods poultry processing plant. The 
company had agreed to construct a plant near Tonganoxie, but residents opposed 
the deal. Now, other Kansas communities are hoping to persuade Tyson to choose 
their regions as a home for the facility. 
(BG-TYSONSUX.wav) – aired 04-18-18 – ATC/R – length: 3:51 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 5:44pm
________________________________________________ECO/POL/AG/ENV

5. KPR’s Tom Parkinson spoke with The House Jumpers, a Lawrence-based band 
specializing in performing jump blues, early R&B and other dance music. The 
group has just released its second disc of music and is building a following among 
fans throughout the Midwest. 
(TP-HOUSEJUMP.wav) – aired 04-19-18 – ME/R – length: 3:43 – airtimes: 6:45 
am, 8:45am
_______________________________________________________________AR



6. Ben Kuebrich of the Kansas News Service reported that some rural Kansas towns 
have a serious problem with access to high-speed internet. Without high-speed 
internet, businesses locate elsewhere, young people leave town, aging residents 
can’t access telemedicine…and the limited bandwidth available is often sucked up 
by heavy use of services like Netflix. 
(BBAND-FEATURE.wav) – aired 04-24-18 – ATC/R – length: 3:54 – airtimes: 
3:44pm. 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________ECO/POL/AG

7. KPR’s J. Schafer spoke with Jean Shepherd, a retired judge leading the group 
Citizens for a Better Douglas County, which supports the expansion of the 
Douglas County Jail. A proposition to fund an expansion of the jail and its 
programs is being voted on via mail-in ballot. The group says the jail is 
overcrowded, and getting worse. 
(DGJAIL-YES.wav) – aired 04-26-18 – ME/R – length: 3:52 – airtimes: 6:49am, 
8:49am
____________________________________________________POL/ECO/CR

8. KPR’s J. Schafer spoke with Brent Hoffman, who works with the group Justice 
Matters and is a representative of the “Jail No Coalition.” Hoffman’s group 
supports increased funding for mental health services, but not a larger jail. The 
proposition ballot is due to the Douglas County Clerk’s office by May 15th. 
(DGJAIL-NO.wav) – aired 04-26-18 -- ME/R – length: 3:55 – airtimes: 6:53am, 
8:53am
____________________________________________________POL/ECO/CR

9. Jim McLean provided a preview of the issues facing the Kansas Legislature as it 
prepares to begin its wrap-up session. Of particular note is the continuing 
difficulty in working out a compromise on school finance issues. Other measures 
remaining on the agenda include a controversial bill that would allow faith-based 
adoption agencies to decline to place children with LGBTQ applicants, a 
concealed-carry gun bill, and a proposal to once again cut taxes, even though the 
state has just recently gotten its finances in hand. 
(KNS-PREWRAPUP.wav) – aired 04-26-18 – ME/R – length: 4:08 – airtimes: 
5:45am, 7:45am)
________________________________________________________POL/ECO

10. Commentator Rex Buchanan discussed some of the challenges being faced in the 
conservation and preservation of the Ogallala Aquifer. Since World War II, 
irrigators have pumped water out of the aquifer faster than it can be replenished. 
Now, farmers, agronomists, geologists and conservationists are all working 
together to preserve the water before key wells run dry. 
(RB-LEMA2.wav) – aired 04-12-18 – ME/C – length: 3:11 – airtimes; 6:45am, 
8:45am
_____________________________________________________AG/ENV/ECO 



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR MAY 2018

1. Madeline Fox reported on the ways in which the child welfare system in Kansas 
has been stressed. The services some kids need are often interrupted, and 
sometimes child welfare agencies actually lost track of the children in their care. 
The Kansas Department of Children and Families is in the process of being 
revamped, and a legislative task force is searching for solutions to the most 
common problems that are being reported. 
(MF-FOSTER.wav) – aired 05-01-18 – ME/R – length: 4:51 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_______________________________________________________POL/ED/HE

2. Celia Llopis-Jepsen, Madeline Fox and Stephen Koranda spoke with Kansas 
News Service editor Amy Jeffries about the end of the Kansas Legislature’s veto 
session. Legislators needed to fix a drafting error that surfaced in the state’s 
school funding plan, pass a budget, and determine whether another tax cut could 
be enacted without causing problems for the rest of state government and its 
functions. 
(KNS-ADJ2WAY.wav) – aired 05-07-18 – ME/R – length: 3:57 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am 
_____________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED

3. Stephan Bisaha visited the campus of Wichita State University to find out how the 
first year of a law allowing people to carry firearms on campus has been going. 
Despite the dire predictions when the policy was put into place, the vast majority 
of students have found no real difference in the mood and tone on campus. Some 
students are extremely enthusiastic about being allowed to carry on campus, but 
the majority don’t seem to particularly care, one way or the other. 
(SB-CAMPCARRY.wav) – aired 05-08-18 – ME/R – length: 3:47 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
__________________________________________________________POL/ED

4. Brian Grimmett reported on Westar Energy’s request to change the overall 
structure of residential power bills. The request signals a shift in the way utility 
companies charge for their product. 
(BG-POWERCHARGE.wav) – aired 05-15-18 – ME/R – length: 4:07 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
________________________________________________________ECO/ENV

5. Carla Eckels reported on the unveiling of a new mural at the Kansas Statehouse to 
commemorate the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in the Brown vs. Board of 
Education of Topeka case. 
(KMUW-MURAL.wav) – aired 05-17-18 – ATC/R – length: 6:26 – airtimes: 
4:50pm. 6:50pm
_______________________________________________________AR/POL/ED



6. Ben Kuebrich reported that some farmers in western Kansas are proposing a 
system that would pipe water west in order to take strain off the Ogallala Aquifer. 
Farmers are also working to irrigate their crops more cautiously. 
(BK-AQUEDUCT.wav) – aired 05-22-18 – ATC/R – length: 3:56 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_____________________________________________________AG/ENV/POL

7. Tom Parkinson provided a preview of the upcoming Lawrence Busker Festival. 
The event is now in its 11th year, and it features sword-swallowers, jugglers, 
musicians, mimes and many other performers. The festival’s producer, Richard 
Renner, says the event has gotten some new grant funding that has allowed the 
Buster Festival to bring in more international acts and artists. 
(TP-BUSKER18.wav) – aired 05-24-18 – ME/R – length: 3:11 airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________AR/KU/HI

8. The two largest electric utilities in Kansas are merging. Westar Energy and Great 
Plains Energy got their final approval needed for the merger from state regulators 
in Missouri and Kansas. The result will be a $14 billion company with more than 
one and a half million customers. Brian Grimmett and Amy Jeffries discussed 
what this could mean for consumers and for the states in general. 
(KNS-MERGER2.wav) – aired 05-25-18 – length: 3:26 – airtimes: 5:45am, 
7:45am
________________________________________________________ECO/ENV

9. Greg Echlin reported on the University of Kansas’s national search for a new 
athletics director. KU Chancellor Douglas Girod fired the former athletic director, 
Sheahon Zenger. Whoever takes the prestigious post will have to deal with some 
serious issues both on and off the athletics field. 
(KU-ADSEARCH.wav) – aired 05-25-18 – length: 5:04 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
_______________________________________________________SP/KU/ECO

10. Madelyn Beck reported for Harvest Public Media on a new method being used by 
disgruntled residents of areas near large livestock operations to hold farmers to 
account when odor and air quality issues become unbearable. A successful lawsuit 
in North Carolina showed plaintiffs how to go after the large, parent companies 
that own the livestock operations instead. 
(HPM-LAWSUITS.wav) – aired 05-30-18 – length: 3:47 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
_____________________________________________________AG/ECO/ENV  



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR JUNE 2018

1. KPR’s J. Schafer spoke with the founder and executive director of a company that 
produces file folders designed to contain medical history and other essential 
information that can be easily accessed by first responders in case of emergency. 
The folders are free to anyone interested in acquiring one. The company, called 
First File, is trying to spread the word about the importance of having this 
information on hand, and is hoping to put a First File in every home.
(FIRST-FILE4.wav) – aired 06-01-18 – ME/R, ATC/R – length: 3:23 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 3:44pm, 5:44pm

__________________________________________________________HE/ED 

2. Celia Llopis-Jepsen of the Kansas News Service reported that problems with the 
state of Kansas’s privatized Medicaid program are prolonging wait times for 
therapy treatments designed to help children with autism. In some cases, the wait 
for access has stretched into years. 
(CLJ-AUTTHER.wav) – aired 06-04-18 – ME/R – length: 4:14 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am

_____________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

3. Stephen Koranda visited a new exhibit at the University of Kansas Natural History 
Museum, where a largely complete dinosaur fossil found in central Kansas some 60 
years ago has returned to public display. The Silvisaurus condrayi was named for 
the Ottawa County rancher who found it in 1955. 
(SK-DINO 2-WAY.wav) – aired 06-05-18 – ATC/R – length: 3:56 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_________________________________________________________ED/KU/HI

4. Jim McLean of the Kansas News Service reported on the race for the eastern 
Kansas congressional seat being vacated by retiring Representative Lynn Jenkins. 
Lots of Republican candidates are vying for their party nomination to run for the 
seat, but none of them is truly “big-name” politicians. The state GOP is worried 
about retaining the seat as Democrats are picking up steam in national approval 
polls. 
(JM-2NDCIRCUS.wav) – aired 06-06-18 – ATC/R – length: 4:10 – airtimes: 
4:44pm, 5:44pm
__________________________________________________________POL/ECO

5. KMUW’s Carla Eckels spoke with Leola Montgomery, the 97-year-old widow of 
Reverend Oliver Brown. Brown was the lead plaintiff in the 1954 landmark court 
case Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka. Montgomery received a special 
recognition award in Wichita for her family’s role in the case, the struggle for civil 
rights, and the end of legalized racial segregation.  
(KNS-LEOLA.wav) – aired 06-08-18 – ATC/R – length: 6:25 – airtimes: 3:51pm

         _____________________________________________________________HI/ED



6. KPR’s Kaye McIntyre visited with the curator and staff of the Watkins Museum of 
History in Lawrence to talk about their latest exhibition, called “Free State, Free 
Spirits.” The display focuses on artifacts and memorabilia from the late 1960s and 
early 1970s. Political and social justice activism was widespread in Lawrence at the 
time, and the exhibition contextualizes some of the events that were happening in 
eastern Kansas in that era. 
(KMD-HIPPIE.wav) – aired 06-11-18 – ATC/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 
5:44pm
_________________________________________________________HI/POL/AR

7. KPR News Director J. Schafer talked with the authors of the book Chasing New 
Horizons: Inside the Epic First Mission to Pluto. Planetary scientist Alan Stern and 
astrobiologist David Grinspoon talked about how NASA’s New Horizons mission 
flew past Pluto in the summer of 2015. The entire project was incredibly 
complex…and almost didn’t happen at all. Native Kansan Clyde Tombaugh was the 
discoverer of Pluto…and the New Horizons project director was also from Kansas. 
(JS-PLUTO4.wav) – aired 06-13-18 – ME/R – length: 4:10 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
__________________________________________________________HI/KU/ED

8. Madeline Fox of the Kansas News Service reported on efforts being made by the 
Kansas Department for Children and Families to comply with a new disclosure law 
that requires DCF to make public information about children who die under its care. 
Up until now, journalists and families have often been stymied by the department, 
which had clamped down tightly on all information for a variety of reasons. 
(MF-CDD.wav) – aired 06-15-18 – ME/R – length: 3:54 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
__________________________________________________________POL/CR

9. Esther Honig of Harvest Public Media reported on the ongoing shortage of rural 
veterinarians. The pay is low, the hours are long and the locations are less desirable 
for young professionals who want to provide care to large animals. But the shortage 
is leaving farmers…and the food supply…startlingly vulnerable to devastating 
disease outbreaks. 
(HPM-RURALVETS.wav) – aired 06-25-18—ATC/R – length: 4:19 – airtimes: 
3:44pm, 5:44pm
_______________________________________________________ECO/AG/HE

10. KPR’s Stephen Koranda and Celia Llopis-Jepsen of the Kansas News Service 
discussed the implications of a Kansas Supreme Court ruling on the long-running 
school funding lawsuit that’s been mired in court for years. The court ruled that the 
state’s school funding formula is now being equitably applied, but that the overall 
spending total is still too low. The ruling means that Kansas schools will be allowed 
to open on time in the fall, and that legislators will not have to return for a summer 
session. 



(SK-CLJ-GAN-2WAY.wav) – aired 06-26-18 – ME/R – length: 3:40 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am
_______________________________________________________POL/ED/ECO


