
Quarterly List of WGBH-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant 

Treatment of Community Issues - WGBH-TV  (July - September 2014) 

 

 

I. Education/Schools/Youth 

 

Greater Boston, L 07/30/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

When Money Magazine published its “Best College” rankings this week, no one was surprised 

to see a highly distinguished Massachusetts school in the top spot. No, it wasn’t Harvard or 

MIT, although both make the list. The number one college in the United States, Money says, is 

Babson College in Wellesley which enrolls some 2,000 students and offers only one 

undergraduate degree, a Bachelor of Science in business.  

 

Greater Boston, L 09/08/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

40 Years of Boston School Desegregation –Boston’s school desegregation plan was put in 

motion 40 years ago. The images of the shouting, protesting and rock throwing help tell the 

story but a collection of recently uncovered essays written during the height of the unrest by a 

group of 6th graders puts the crisis in new perspective. 

 

Greater Boston, L 09/16/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

We learned today that more charges could be imminent in that horrific child neglect case in 

Blackstone. Erika Murray - the mother of four children found living in horrible squalor in 

August - remains in jail on charges of child neglect. She may face additional charges and is 

reportedly on suicide watch. As for the house on St Paul Street - it now sits largely empty - 

after cleaning crews hauled away more than two dumpsters worth of hazardous material and 

filth. 

 

II. Housing/Urban Development 

 

Greater Boston, L 07/29/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

If you buy into the idea of “strength in numbers” then Massachusetts is getting stronger. The 

latest census data shows the Bay State gained almost 50-thousand new residents between 2012 

and 2013. That influx is driving up demand for housing in already densely populated areas: a 

local forest that could soon be converted into a large-scale apartment complex.  

 

Greater Boston, L 08/12/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Boston is bracing for the annual influx of college students returning for the fall semester. But 

when the moving vans roll into town, many of them will pull up outside apartment buildings 

rather than dorms. Mayor Marty Walsh says he'd like to see Boston's ENTIRE student 

population living on-campus ? and while that could be a reality for at least ONE area college - 

other schools have a long way to go. WGBH News Reporter Adam Reilly has part two of this 

week's Focus Report.  

 

Greater Boston, L 09/16/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

When it comes to architecture, Boston has an uneasy relationship to the past. The city is full of 

structures that reflect our rich history - yet we're also known for demolishing whole 



neighborhoods in the name of urban improvement. In part two of our Focus Report, we look at 

whether Boston has learned from its past - and is doing enough to protect and preserve our 

architectural gems. WGBH News' Adam Reilly has more.  

 

III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice 

 

Greater Boston, L 07/07/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Rock Diving Death - The dangers are obvious and that's part of the draw. Summer after 

summer, for generations, people have been taking flying leaps off rocky ledges and plunging 

into the cool, still water of Massachusetts many quarries. Not only do they ignore the "No 

Swimming" signs, nowadays kids proudly post YouTube videos of the death-defying feat. Of 

course, the thrill is rooted in the risk and that risk resulted in tragedy yesterday when 18-year-

old Nentor Dahn of Providence, Rhode Island jumped 50 feet into the waters of Fletcher 

Quarry in Milford and never resurfaced.  

 

Greater Boston, L 07/10/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

The city of Lowell was the setting of a sad coincidence today. On the same day a fast-moving 

fire killed seven people, including three children in an apartment building on Branch Street - 

Victor Rosario, serving a life sentence in a notorious fire from Lowell’s past, was released 

from prison. A judge overturned Rosario’s conviction on murder and arson charges. Flames 

broke out at this apartment complex just before 4 AM and quickly spread to three alarms as 

several people called for help. The seven victims were found in two separate apartments on the 

third floor.  

 

Greater Boston, L 09/03/14, 7pm, 120 min. 

Technology and Your Personal Privacy: Snap a picture, swipe a credit card and cross your 

fingers. This week’s headlines don’t inspire much confidence about the security of our 

personal information stored online. Over the weekend hundreds of nude photos of celebrities 

turned up on the web. Initially, people blamed Apple’s iCloud file storage network but Apple 

denies any breach of its security systems claiming hackers targeted certain stars and obtained 

the photos by essentially guessing their personal passwords. It’s a different story over at Home 

Depot where hackers appear to have exploited a vulnerability in the company’s security wall 

and are now selling stolen credit and debit card information on the black market. Both 

incidents raise serious questions about the security of our personal data and our expectation of 

privacy. 

 

 

IV.  Needs of Special Interest Groups 

 

Greater Boston, L 07/31/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

This week marks the first time in its 39-year history that the National Association of Black 

Journalists is holding its annual convention in Boston. Thousands of journalists of color are 

converging on the Hynes Convention Center to network and talk business -- at a time when 

many questions surround journalism’s future. Many of those questions touch on the future of 

black media itself. WGBH News was at the convention and asked some of the participants for 

their thoughts.  



 

Greater Boston, L 09/10/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Leslie Morgan Steiner, a Harvard educated author, giving a TED Talk about the abuse she 

suffered at the hands of her ex-husband. In it she addresses the question many people are 

asking in the wake of the Ray Rice domestic violence revelations: Why do victims stay? This 

video of the now ex-pro football player knocking his then-fiancé unconscious spawned the 

trending Twitter hash tag #Why I Stayed, with women explaining their reasons for remaining 

in violent relationships.  

 

Frontline: League of Denial: The NFL’s Concussion Crisis, N 09/30/14, 10pm, 120 min. 

With the NFL back in the news, Frontline investigates how the league denied and worked to 

refute scientific evidence that violent collisions at the heart of the game are linked to long-term 

brain injuries. Drawn from a book by ESPN journalists Steve Fainaru and Mark Fainaru-Wada, 

the film tells the hidden story of the NFL's concussion crisis. 

 

V. Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 

 

Greater Boston, L 07/22/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

The shelves are bare at many of the 71 Market Basket locations from Massachusetts to Maine 

as the public battle over the future of the supermarket chain shows no sign of slowing. Defiant 

workers gathered outside the company’s distribution center in Tewksbury today demanding the 

re-instatement of ousted CEO Arthur T. Demoulas and demonstrating their contempt for 

anyone who hasn’t taken up the cause.  

 

Greater Boston, L 08/14/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

The Market Basket saga is ending its fourth week - but still no final word on whether Arthur S. 

Demoulas will accept an offer to purchase the company from the CEO he ousted, his cousin 

Arthur T. Demoulas.  The depressed foot-traffic is having an effect on nearby businesses. The 

dramatic slowdown in business - with no end in sight - is causing anxiety among Market 

Basket employees who are looking for any signs that they'll still have a job. 

 

Greater Boston, L 09/18/14 7pm, 30 min. 

The Gaming Commission has made a point of acknowledging that its decision to award Wynn 

Resorts the coveted Boston-area casino license comes with collateral damage. Suffolk Downs 

was banking on that license - and now, New England's only thoroughbred racecourse is 

preparing to close after nearly 80 years. That means some 1100 track employees will be out of 

a job in December. The Gaming Commission released a statement today saying its members 

are, "dedicated to assisting racing employees through workforce development and by 

identifying additional employment solutions." But Suffolk Downs COO Chip Tuttle says, 

that’s too little, too late. He released a statement saying, "The Commission's actions made clear 

how little value they place on these jobs and these people."  

 

 

VI.  Environment/Ecology 

 

Nova: Australia’s First 4 Billion Years: Awakening, N 07/16/14, 9pm, 60 min. 



Of all the continents on Earth, none preserves a more spectacular story of its origins than 

Australia. NOVA's mini-series takes viewers on a rollicking adventure from the birth of the 

Earth to the emergence of the world we know today. With help from high-energy host and 

scientist Richard Smith, we meet titanic dinosaurs and giant kangaroos, sea monsters and 

prehistoric crustaceans, disappearing mountains and deadly asteroids. This is the untold story 

of the Land Down Under, the one island continent that has got it all.  

Hidden in the red hills of Australia are clues to the mysteries of Earth's birth, how life arose 

and how it transformed the planet into the world we now live in. Experts unveil the earliest 

forms of life: an odd assortment of bacterial slime. Life like this would flood the atmosphere 

with oxygen and spark the biological revolution that conquered the planet. Travel with NOVA 

and host Dr. Richard Smith to meet the cast in the first scenes of the great drama of life on 

earth. 

 

Nova: Earth from Space, L 07/24/14, 10:30pm, 120 min. 

This film reveals a spectacular new space-based vision of our planet. Produced in extensive 

consultation with NASA scientists, NOVA takes data from earth-observing satellites and 

transforms it into dazzling visual sequences, each one exposing the intricate web of forces that 

sustains life on earth. Viewers witness how dust blown from the Sahara fertilizes the Amazon; 

how a vast submarine "waterfall" off Antarctica helps drive ocean currents around the world; 

and how the sun's heating up of the southern Atlantic gives birth to a colossally powerful 

hurricane. From the microscopic world of water molecules vaporizing over the ocean to the 

magnetic field that is bigger than Earth itself, the show reveals the astonishing beauty and 

complexity of our dynamic planet. 

 

Greater Boston, L 08/07/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

There was a day when Atlantic Cod were critical to the economy and cultural lifeblood of the 

Commonwealth. The species was considered so vital the Massachusetts Legislature 

ceremoniously hung a large wooden fish in the House chamber - dubbed the "Sacred Cod." But 

the days when decks of fishing vessels were piled high with cod are long gone - and they may 

never return. Even with today's strict fishing limits stocks continue to drop - raising concerns 

over whether it's the end of the line for New England cod fishing.  

 

 

 

VII.  Medical and Mental Health/Social Services 

 

Greater Boston, L 07/01/14, 7pm, 30 min.  

Head to the hospital with a broken bone or a bad bug and you expect to answer questions about 

your allergies and health history. But soon whether you visit the ER or the Dermatologist at 

Massachusetts General Hospital you'll be asked how often you have six or more drinks and 

how frequently you've used illegal drugs in the past year. MGH isn't the first hospital to screen 

for substance abuse. What makes MGH's screening policy different is that it will be hospital-

wide. So, is this an effective way to diagnose substance abuse?  

 

Greater Boston, L 08/05/14, 7pm, 30 min.  



Ebola Threat - The World Health Organization is on high alert as the death toll from Ebola in 

West Africa nears 900 - with more than 1300 people infected. It's the worst outbreak of the 

deadly disease in history. But THIS is as close anyone with Ebola has ever come to Boston - a 

runway 200 miles away in Bangor, Maine where - for the second time in three days - this plane 

refueled before taking an American with the virus to Atlanta for treatment. A third person is 

being tested at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York City after a high fever and gastrointestinal 

problems followed a trip to West Africa - but doctors there say it's unlikely to be Ebola. This 

comes as the CDC issued new guidelines to airlines today for identifying and isolating infected 

passengers. A spokesman from Mass Port tells us there's little threat of Ebola spreading in this 

region because there are NO direct flights into Logan from West Africa - and major airlines 

like British Airways are no longer flying to that region. Here to discuss the threat Ebola poses - 

and efforts to control and treat it.  

 

Frontline: Ebola Outbreak, N 09/09/14, 10pm, 60 min. 

From the epicenter of the Ebola outbreak, FRONTLINE follows health officials tracking the 

deadly disease and trying to stop its rampant spread. With special access to teams fighting 

Ebola in Sierra Leone, the film shows how the outbreak is endangering health- care workers, 

overwhelming hospitals and getting worse. Also this hour, FRONTLINE investigates accounts 

that members of the Nigerian military have been committing atrocities in the fight against 

Boko Haram - the Islamist militants who kidnapped nearly 300 schoolgirls in April. Amid 

worldwide pressure to find the girls, FRONTLINE uncovers shocking videos showing arrests, 

torture and summary executions of alleged Boko Haram suspects. 

 

VIII.  Economy/Business 

 

Start Up: The Salad of John and Yoko, N 07/27/14, 12:30pm, 30 min. 

Gary and the crew travel to Cleveland, to chat with Vince, who opened "Gotta Groove 

Records," a one-shop-shop vinyl production factory. Then they head to Detroit to meet with 

Suzanna of Simply Suzanna, a natural food company that offers a medley of sweet and savory 

granola treats. And last, they swing by Washington, DC, to meet with Noah, who created 

"Feastly," a networking site that's uniting foodies across the world. 

 

Frontline: To Catch a Trader, N 07/01/14, 10pm, 60 min. 

In just over two decades, Steven A. Cohen has amassed a gigantic fortune: a sprawling 35,000-

square-foot mansion on Connecticut's gold coast; a $62-million beach house in the Hamptons, 

and several New York apartments, including a $115-million midtown duplex -- all of them 

furnished with some of the world's most expensive art. How did he do it? From small-time 

options trader to King of Wall Street hedge fund managers, FRONTLINE investigates Cohen 

and his company, SAC Capital, and other Wall Street characters with never-before-seen video 

and incriminating FBI wiretaps. The film is a crime drama with a cast of colorful characters: 

from cheating traders with their "Mr. Whisper" sources to some of the most respected figures 

in American business. To date, the government has convicted 76 people of securities fraud and 

conspiracy. Will Cohen be the next to fall? FRONTLINE tracks an ongoing seven-year 

investigation into the largest insider trading scandal in U.S. history. 

 

Greater Boston, L 08/28/14, 7pm, 30 min.  



The ink is barely dry on the deal reached late last night - and while many of the details remain 

confidential, we DO know the broad outline. Up to now, Arthur T and his two sisters have 

owned 49.5% of the company - while Arthur S and his three siblings have owned 50.5%. As 

part of the deal, Arthur T's side will pay $1.5 billion in cash to Arthur S's side in exchange for 

all ownership shares. To finance the deal Arthur T borrowed more than $500 million from a 

private equity firm, took out a mortgage on Market Basket's real estate holdings, and tapped 

into personal funds. The deal will take several months to close. Until then, Jim Gooch and 

Felicia Thornton will stay on as co-CEOs - even though Arthur T has already assumed 

operational control. Market Basket is back in business - but the past few weeks have left the 

company drained of cash and saddled with serious debt. 

 

  



IX.  Family/Morality/Religion 

 

Buddha, N 08/18/14, 4pm, 120 min.  

This program explores the life of the Buddha. Two and a half millennia ago, a new religion 

was born in northern India, generated from the ideas of a single man, the Buddha, a mysterious 

Indian sage who famously gained enlightenment while he sat under a large, shapely fig tree. 

The Buddha never claimed to be God or his emissary on earth. He said only that he was a 

human being who, in a world of unavoidable pain and suffering, had found a kind of serenity 

that others could find, too. 

 

 

Finding Your Roots: In Search of Our Fathers, N 09/24/14, 8pm, 60 min.  

Three guests know almost nothing about their fathers' past. Stephen King's father walked out 

on the family when Stephen was two years old and never returned; Courtney Vance's father 

was a foster child and never knew who his biological parents were - after his suicide, Courtney 

wants to learn more about his roots; and Gloria Reuben's father was 78 years old when she was 

born - he died when she was young, taking the secret of his ancestry with him. Henry Louis 

Gates solves the mystery of their paternal ancestry and introduces them to relatives they never 

knew they had. 

 

 

Jerusalem: Center of the World, N 08/07/14 8pm, 120 min.  

Jerusalem is arguably one of the most fascinating and complicated cities in the world. This 

program draws on religious texts, the science of archaeology and oral traditions passed on 

through millennia to try to determine why this small city has occupied the minds of so many 

for so long. Host Ray Suarez of THE NEWSHOUR leads viewers to the holiest sites of 

Judaism, Christianity and Islam - on the land, from the sky and underground. 

 

END REPORT 
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