
Quarterly List of WGBH-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant Treatment of 
Community Issues - WGBH-TV  (October to December 2014) 
 
 
I. Education/Schools/Youth 
 
Greater Boston, L 10/23/14, 7pm, 30 min. 
Ebola and Higher Education -  
For many American college students, spending a semester abroad is considered an invaluable learning 
experience. But fears about the Ebola outbreak have prompted many colleges and universities to restrict 
student travel to West Africa - where the number of Ebola cases is now pegged at around 10,000. Each 
year - some 3,000 American college students study abroad in that region - the majority of them in Ghana, 
which has NOT reported any cases of Ebola - but about 200 students go to the Ebola-stricken nations of 
Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone. My first guest cites concerns about Ebola as a factor in the decision to 
cancel a student trip to Uganda - even though THAT country has NOT reported any Ebola cases. 
 
America by the Numbers, N 11/23/14, 12:30pm, 30 min. 
Asian Americans are the best-educated and highest-income ethnic group in the United States. They are 
often referred to as the "model minority," suggesting that all Asians are successful in school and in life. 
But Southeast Asian Americans have some of the lowest high school completion rates in the nation. We 
visit Long Beach, California-the city with America's largest Cambodian community-to find out why this 
educational crisis is happening and what people are doing about it. 
 
Greater Boston, L 12/2/14, 7pm, 30 min. 
FOCUS: Kids and Youth Sports -  
Kids in 2014 are under pressure - arguably more so than ever before. In tonight's Focus Report, we look 
at the increasingly intense world of youth sports - where early specialization and extreme commitment 
are becoming routine. WGBH News Reporter Adam Reilly has more.  
 
II. Housing/Urban Development 
 
Greater Boston, L 10/20/14, 7pm, 30 min. 
Silver Maple Forest Update -  
Last July, we told you about the Silver Maple Forest near the Alewife T station in Cambridge. 
Neighborhood activists have long fought to protect the parcel from developers looking to build a housing 
complex on the site. One of the activists, Quentin Zondervan, told us the forest reminded him of his 
native Suriname. Well, efforts to protect the Silver Maple Forest were not successful. Despite protests 
that resulted in some activists getting arrested -- workers have begun clearing the site to prepare for 
construction of the apartment complex - which will feature some 300 units - including some that will be 
used for affordable housing. With the trees coming down, it's unclear what more the activists can do.  
 
Greater Boston, L 11/14/14, 7pm, 30 min. 
Long Island Bridge Closed -  
Imagine being told that you have to leave your home - and you have just hours to do it. That's what 
happened last month when a failing bridge prompted the city to close the homeless shelter on Long 



Island. Now the city is struggling with 700 people who have no place to go. WGBH News reporter Anne 
Mostue has more.  
 
Greater Boston, L 12/03/14, 7pm, 30 min. 
Long Island Homeless Update -  
It's been 8 weeks since the shelter on Long Island abruptly closed - and city officials still haven't come up 
with an alternative for hundreds of displaced homeless people. Last night, WGBH News Reporter Anne 
Mostue attended another contentious public meeting - after spending the afternoon with a man struggling 
in the wake of the closure.  
 
 
III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice 
 
Frontline, N 10/7/14, 10pm, 60 min. 
Did Texas execute an innocent man? Several controversial death penalty cases are currently under 
examination in Texas and in other states, but it's the 2004 execution of Cameron Todd Willingham -- 
convicted for the arson deaths of his three young children -- that's now at the center of the national 
debate. With unique access to those closest to the case, FRONTLINE examines the Willingham 
conviction in light of new science that raises doubts about whether the fire at the center of the case was 
really arson at all. The film meticulously examines the evidence used to convict Willingham, provides an 
in-depth portrait of those most impacted by the case and explores the explosive implications of a possibly 
innocent man. 
 
Greater Boston, L 12/02/14, 7pm, 30 min. 
How Grand Juries Work -  
They're inherently one-sided - and shrouded in secrecy. Grand juries often listen to weeks of testimony 
from prosecution witnesses only - who are not cross-examined - and in most states, the proceeding must 
remain completely under wraps. In the end - the panel almost always decides to charge the defendant - 
with one major exception - when the case involves a police officer. As you know - in the past two weeks 
- Grand Juries in Missouri and New York have declined to indict white police officers responsible for the 
deaths of unarmed black men - sparking ongoing protests across the country. The Justice Department is 
now investigating both cases - but some believe that's only necessary because the grand jury system is 
broken. That's the argument laid out in a Boston Globe op-ed this weekend - that reads: "...the best 
possible reform that can come from these complex tragedies is... to get rid of grand juries for everyone." 
FCC Public Safety  
3) Pardon for Mark Wahlberg -  
Earlier this year, Massachusetts made some changes to state guidelines that made it a little easier to 
qualify for a pardon. But now - a big-name request is raising some eyebrows. As WGBH News reporter 
Adam Reilly reports - actor Mark Wahlberg wants Massachusetts to wipe his crimes from the books.  
FCC Public Safety  
 
Greater Boston, L 12/12/14, 12:30pm, 30 min. 
Police Body Cameras -  
Would body cameras make a difference? That's the question facing police departments across the country 
- as they weigh the benefits of seeing things as they actually happen versus the cost in both monetary 
terms and in the loss of privacy. Last night on Greater Boston - Governor-elect Charlie Baker weighed in 



- Also at issue - the impact of cell phone cameras on policing - On Staten Island - video of the chokehold 
that led to Eric Garner's death failed to convince a grand jury to indict the officer involved. But here in 
Massachusetts - a state trooper was just placed on restricted duty - as the result of this cell phone video 
that appears to show him pepper spraying a man who was filming a protester being arrested. And a Fall 
River man is suing that city's police department - claiming he was jailed overnight and charged with 
conducting an illegal wiretap for videotaping a police officer working on a traffic detail.  
 
 
IV.  Needs of Special Interest Groups 
 
America by the Numbers, N 10/05/14, 12:30pm, 30 min. 
Clarkston, Georgia, one of America's most diverse square miles, was designated as a refugee resettlement 
site in the 1980s and is now home to people from more than 40 different countries. Once a hub for the Ku 
Klux Klan, the city has gone from being 90 percent white to 82 percent non-white in just 30 years. 
Examine how Clarkston's daily realities reflect wider demographic trends, and explore the collaborations 
and collisions that are occurring between the old and new South. 
 
Greater Boston, L 10/07/14, 7pm, 30 min. 
FOCUS: Gay Political Machine -  
It's been 10 years since Massachusetts made same-sex marriage a reality in this country - and in that time, 
the issue has gone from politically charged to a political no-brainer. But now, Massachusetts candidates 
are finding there's a lot more to the politics of sexual orientation than marriage equality. WGBH News 
Reporter Adam Reilly has this Focus Report.  
 
 
Independent Lens, N 10/13/14, 10pm, 120 min. 
Highlighting the challenges faced by bullied kids, "Bully" shows teachers and parents addressing 
aggressive behaviors that defy dismissal with "kids will be kids" cliches, and captures a growing 
movement to change the ways to address bullying in schools. 
 
 
V. Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 
 
Latino Americans, N 10/2/14 10pm, 60 min. 
“Peril and Promise” Examine the past 30 years, as a second wave of Cubans and hundreds of thousands 
Salvadorans, Nicaraguans and Guatemalans flee to the U.S., creating a debate over undocumented 
immigrants that leads to calls for tightened borders, English-only laws and efforts to brand the 
undocumented as a drain on public resources. Simultaneously, the Latino influence is booming in 
business, sports, media, politics and entertainment. Latino Americans become the largest and youngest 
growing sector of the American population. 
 
Independent Lens, N 11/03/14 10pm, 60 min. 
In Kanpur, India, a city with 15-hour power outages, a nimble young electrician provides Robin Hood-
style services to the poor. Meanwhile,the first female chief of the electricity utility company is on a 
mission to dismantle the illegal connections, for good. By Deepti Kakkar and Fahad Mustafa. 
 



Greater Boston, L 11/20/14, 7pm, 30 min. 
Obama's Announcement on Immigration -  
It's a move that could reshape the lives of millions of men and women-and lead to a massive political 
backlash. Tonight, President Obama will announce he's taking executive action to protect millions of 
undocumented residents from deportation - allowing them to work legally in the US. And as WGBH 
News Reporter Adam Reilly tells us-the upcoming announcement was cause for celebration for many at 
the statehouse today.  
 
 
 
VI.  Environment/Ecology 
 
The New Environmentalists, L 11/9/14, 7:30pm, 30 min. 
“From Ithaca to the Amazon” is the latest installment of the Emmy Award-winning series featuring 
inspiring portraits of six passionate and dedicated activists. These are true environmental heroes who 
have placed themselves squarely in harm's way to battle intimidating adversaries while building strong 
grassroots support. The New Environmentalists share a common goal - safeguarding the Earth's natural 
resources from exploitation and pollution, while fighting for justice in their communities. 
 
Greater Boston, L 11/11/14, 7pm, 30 min. 
Fishing Restrictions -  
Massachusetts fisherman have struggled in recent years under increasing catch restrictions - all intended 
to restore the famed cod fisheries to health. But it may have been for naught. Last year, cod numbers in 
the Gulf of Maine suffered a dramatic and unexpected drop - and now fishing regulators say they have no 
choice but to shut down the fishery for at least six months.  
 
 
Greater Boston, L 12/22/14, 7pm, 30 min. 
NECIR: Wetlands -  
Wetlands are vital to the ecosystem. They help maintain water quality and protect our shorelines... and 
mitigate flooding and other storm damage. But for decades, wetlands were disappearing - filled in and 
paved over to make way for new construction projects. So in the early 80s - Massachusetts became the 
first state to require developers to replace ALL wetlands they disturb. But as WGBH News reporter Anne 
Mostue - and our partners at the New England Center for Investigative Reporting found - the results have 
been spotty. 
 
 
 
VII.  Medical and Mental Health/Social Services 
 
Frontline, N 10/14/14, 10pm, 60 min. 
FRONTLINE investigates the widespread use of antibiotics in food animals and whether it is fueling the 
growing crisis of antibiotic resistance in people. Also this hour: An exclusive interview with the family of 
a young man who died in a nightmare bacteria outbreak that swept through a hospital at the National 
Institutes of Health. 
 



Greater Boston, L 10/15/14, 7pm, 30 min.  
1)Ebola Latest -  
The United States is ready for Ebola-at least, that's the message from federal officials. But recent events 
have called that into question-- including the infection of two nurses at the Dallas hospital that cared for a 
Liberian man who died of Ebola earlier this week. Here in Massachusetts, political leaders promise that if 
the worst strikes-we'll be prepared. But some frontline responders are skeptical. WGBH News Reporter 
Adam Reilly has more.  
2) FOCUS: Ballot Question #4 -  
Most large companies provide sick pay, but many smaller ones do not -- and some say that forces 
employees to choose between getting well and getting paid. That could change under Ballot Question #4, 
which mandates paid sick time for almost all workers. But small businesses say that could put them out 
of business. WGBH News reporter Ron Sanders has our focus report.  
 
Craft in America, N 11/06/14, 10pm, 60 min.  
"Service," part of the PBS veterans initiative Stories of Service, is the story of craft and the military. 
From the origins of the Army Arts & Crafts Program and the G.I. Bill to contemporary soldiers and 
veterans, "Service" documents the power of the handmade to inspire, motivate and heal. Featured artists 
are Eugene Burks, Jr., Pam DeLuco,Judas Recendez, Ehren Tool and Peter Voulkos. 
 
 
VIII.  Economy/Business 
 
Greater Boston, L 10/15/14, 7pm, 30 min. 
FOCUS: Ballot Question #4 -  
Most large companies provide sick pay, but many smaller ones do not -- and some say that forces 
employees to choose between getting well and getting paid. That could change under Ballot Question #4, 
which mandates paid sick time for almost all workers. But small businesses say that could put them out 
of business. WGBH News reporter Ron Sanders has our focus report.  
 
 
Greater Boston, L 12/1/14, 7pm, 30 min. 
Cyber Monday -  
'Tis the season of holiday shopping - and all those big retail days with their fancy names - Black Friday, 
Small Business Saturday and, of course today - Cyber Monday. The deep-discount ads are everywhere - 
and scenes like these of frenzied shoppers dashing for discounts are airing on a loop across the country. 
And while Cyber Monday sales are still being tabulated - there are conflicting reports about the past four 
days. According to the National Retail Federation - in-store and online sales were DOWN 11% compared 
to last year. But their data is based on consumers self-reporting. The analytics firm ShopperTrak installs 
devices in stores that count shoppers - and found sales on Thanksgiving and Black Friday fell just half a 
percent - even though the number of people out shopping on Thanksgiving Day was UP more than 27%. 
Here in Massachusetts - the Blue Laws bar most stores from opening on Thanksgiving - but with sales 
starting earlier every year - are these special savings days losing their luster? FCC Economy  
 
 
Greater Boston, L 12/10/14, 7pm, 30 min.  
Governor Elect Charlie Baker -  



The state of Massachusetts is about to undergo a big change. With 29 days to go until he's sworn in to 
office - Governor-elect Charlie Baker appears ready to hit the ground running. Since his victory over 
democratic opponent Martha Coakley a little over a month ago - he's been meeting with transportation 
officials - energy officials, small business owners, school kids, teachers, legislative leaders, the current 
administration - and many, many others. It's leading up to the big day.  
3) Gordon Hamersley -  
Gordon Hamersley might not have known it at the time - but he was a trendsetter when he first opened 
his South End restaurant some 27 years ago. With simple French-style fare and a signature chicken dish 
that had Julia Child raving - Hamersley's Bistro quickly became a must go for gourmands. But 
maintaining such excellence year after year can be exhausting. So it was perhaps understandable when 
Gordon and his wife Fiona decided to close Hamersley's Bistro this fall. But they aren't standing still. 
Gordon is once again backing the annual Super Hunger Brunch, which raises funds for the Greater 
Boston Food Bank. The event raises enough money each year to provide 200,000 meals to needy families 
across Massachusetts.  
 
 
IX.  Family/Morality/Religion 
 
Jewish People: A Story of Survival, N 10/19/14, 1:30pm, 120 min.  
"Through thirty and more centuries, he has wandered about on earth, despised and rejected, bruised and 
beaten, yet all the time wandering on ... He has seen far-flung empires crack and crumble, and mighty 
peoples dwindle to naught... But he, the Jew, still lives on... Lewis Browne, 1926.  
This is their story, the story of Jewish survival. How did a band of desert nomads, against such 
overwhelming odds, survive four millennia and shape the course of world history? 
 
 
Finding Your Roots, N 11/25/14, 8pm, 60 min.  
Deval Patrick is the first African-American governor of Massachusetts and Jessica Alba is an actress who 
proudly embraces her Mexican-American heritage. But cutting-edge DNA analysis reveals that the 
family trees contain a far more diverse range of cultures and races. Alba descends from Jewish and 
Mayan ancestors and the official cartographer of France's King Louis XIV. Deval Patrick's roots lead to a 
black homesteader in Colorado and a white master who gave his former slave land after the Civil War. 
DNA is used to delve deeper into the families of other guests in the series, including Valerie Jarrett and 
Anderson Cooper, and to overcome dead ends on host Henry Louis Gates, Jr.'s own tree. The secrets 
encoded in their genomes challenge these guests' ideas about their families' histories and their identities 
today. 
 
 
FRONTLINE, N 12/23/14 10pm, 120 min.  
“From Jesus to Christ: The first Christians” the epic story of the rise of Christianity. Drawing upon new 
and sometimes controversial historical evidence, the series transports the viewer back two thousand years 
to the time and place where Jesus of Nazareth once lived and preached and challenges familiar 
assumptions and conventional notions about the origins of Christianity.  
This episode traces the life of Jesus of Nazareth, exploring the message that helped his ministry grow and 
the events that led to his crucifixion around 30 C.E. The film then turns to the period that followed Jesus' 
death, examining the rise of Christianity and concluding with the First Revolt-the bloody and violent 



siege of Jerusalem and the beginning of a rift between Christianity and Judaism. The broadcast explores 
new evidence suggesting that Jesus' followers, because of their diversity and the differences in their 
cultures and languages, looked at and interpreted Jesus and his teachings in many different ways. 
 
 
 
 


