
Quarterly List of WGBH-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant Treatment of Community 

Issues - WGBH-TV  (January-March 2014) 

 

 

I. Education/Schools/Youth 

 

Greater Boston, L 01/09/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

College Costs - It's one of the biggest expenses in life - and it just keeps getting pricier. In fact, the cost of a 

college degree increased by a staggering 1,120-percent in the past 30 years. Think about that. So,its no wonder 

that people who can't afford to spend upwards of 40-thousand dollars a year on tuition and fees are drawn in by 

ads like this one.  

 

Greater Boston, L 01/10/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Praising Your Children - If you're a parent - or grandparent - you know the joy you get from seeing a child 

succeed - whether it's on the soccer field - or on a math quiz. You also know the feeling of watching your kid 

struggle - and the impulse to help them through it. But a new study finds showering praise on kids with low 

self-esteem actually does MORE damage to their self-image.  

 

Greater Boston, L 03/12/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Regulating Sex Education - Sex education - or health classes - are taught in most Massachusetts middle and 

high schools - but some critics say there's no consistency. That's led to renewed calls on Beacon Hill for 

mandated statewide standards - and pushback from those who want LESS, not more sex-ed in public schools.  

 

 

II. Housing/Urban Development 

 

Greater Boston, L 01/14/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Mass DOT's Transportation Plan - If you want more Green, you've got to spend the green. That's the gist 

behind MassDOT's ambitious new transportation plan - which includes a long-awaited expansion of the 

MBTA's Green Line. It's just one of several priorities laid out in the agency's new 5-year plan - and you'll want 

to pay attention, because before it gets green lit, it will have to pass muster with you.  

 

Greater Boston, L 01/28/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Flood Insurance Hikes - It's a perennial problem around these parts. Every time a big storm comes through - 

homeowners in places like Plum Island and Scituate face the threat of flooding. But it isn?t just coastal 

properties at risk. Homes near lakes and rivers are also in harm's way - and insuring them is costly. As part this 

week's in-depth Focus report - WGBH News reporter Ibby Caputo sat down with a young family struggling to 

keep their heads above water as new insurance rates take effect.  

 

Greater Boston, L 03/17/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Gentrification - It's often considered a dirty word in the urban planner's lexicon. To some, "gentrification" - or 

the influx of wealthy residents and increase in property values - signals a threat to the fabric of a neighborhood. 

According to a recent study - more than a quarter of Boston residents live in gentrified neighborhoods - the 

most of any major American city. Washington, DC has the second most - followed by New York, Tampa and 

Atlanta tied for third. While gentrification gets plenty of negative attention - there are advantages, too. In this 



week's Focus report - we're looking at two neighborhoods grappling with the good and bad. WGBH News 

Reporter Adam Reilly gets us started in Jamaica Plain.  

 

 

 

III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice 

 

Greater Boston, L 01/08/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Mental Health Court - More than 11-thousand inmates fill Massachusetts prisons - and as many as a quarter of 

them suffer from some sort of mental illness. In this week's in-depth Focus report - we're looking at the 

intersection of mental illness and criminal justice. WGBH News Reporter Adam Reilly takes us to a special 

courtroom - where the focus is on treatment instead of punishment.  

 

Greater Boston, L 01/21/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Hope Chest Deaths - What do crib, cigarette lighters and garage door openers have in common? They're all 

subject to regulations by the Consumer Products Safety Commission. That federal agency is also responsible 

for recalls like this one - issued in 1996 on 12-million "Lane" cedar chests manufactured between 1912 and 

1987. The reason was a locking mechanism that prevented the chest from being opened from the inside. These 

chests have been blamed for the suffocating deaths of six children - and almost 20 years later, they are back in 

the news because of two more deaths. 8-year-old Lexi Munroe and her 7-year-old brother Sean of Franklin got 

trapped in a hope chest while playing. Authorities are calling their deaths a tragic accident. Now, anyone with a 

similar chest is being urged to replace the lock - but how much of the responsibility for product safety rests 

with the consumer - and how liable are manufacturers?  

 

Greater Boston, L 02/19/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Heroin, A Father's Story - If you're lucky - heroin is an enigma to you - something that affects someone else. 

It's back in the news because of the death of the actor Phillip Seymour Hoffman but it's a problem that's been 

plaguing cities and towns around Massachusetts for decades - this week our in-depth Focus report has been 

looking at the easy accessibility of the drug and who takes it - and while the city of Lynn is by no means 

unique - I learned it's hit them hard - and they are fighting back. 

 

 

IV.  Needs of Special Interest Groups 

 

Greater Boston, L 03/04/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

While some issues confronting the LGBT community are gaining acceptance - others continue to spark fierce 

debate. In particular - the public remains divided over transgender rights issues. According to some estimates, 

there are just 700,000 transgender adults in the United States - less than 1% of the adult population. And as 

transgender men and women push for equal treatment - an unlikely poster child has emerged. Michelle Kosilek 

is serving a life sentence for murder - and fighting for taxpayer-funded gender reassignment surgery. Boston 

Spirit Magazine recently conducted a phone interview with Kosilek about that legal battle. And as WGBH 

News Reporter Adam Reilly shows us, the LGBT community is rallying behind the inmate.  

 

Greater Boston, L 03/05/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Veteran's Court - They're sent into harm's way - and often come home with physical and psychological scars of 

war. Their service to country affords veterans a special set of benefits - like health care and employment 



services. Now - there's a growing movement to create special courts for vets accused of crimes. Today - Boston 

Municipal Court held the FIRST session of its new Veterans Treatment Court. It was an initiative started in 

December with the help of then-Mayor Tom Menino.Today, his successor Marty Walsh joined Chief Justice 

Paula Carey and Suffolk DA Dan Conley to announce the court's launch. 

 

 

V.  Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 

 

Greater Boston, L 01/08/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Unemployment Benefits - It usually involves some political theater, but Congress has routinely extended 

emergency unemployment benefits since the depths of the great recession in 2008. But an improving economy 

- at least on paper - has some questioning whether it's time to stop. 

 

Greater Boston, L 01/27/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

The Good Jobs Strategy - If you're one of the millions of Americans who work in low-end retail - you already 

know - most of the jobs in that sector offer minimal benefits, the schedules are unforgiving, and making ends 

meet is a struggle. But it doesn't have to be that way. That's the central argument in the new book "The Good 

Jobs Strategy" - which makes the case that retailers would actually BOOST their bottom line - if they paid 

higher wages.  

 

Greater Boston, L 02/11/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Innovation Economy - As we climb out of the recession, we look for signs of recovery in the stock market, the 

unemployment rate, and even our own financial security. And each year, the Innovation Institute at the 

Massachusetts Technology Collaborative releases another benchmark when it analyzes the state's innovation 

economy. The Innovation Economy Index ranks our state against others, offering recommendations for ways to 

stay competitive. This year, the news is mostly good, but it comes with a warning.  

 

 

VI.  Environment/Ecology 

 

Greater Boston, L 01/07/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Arctic Cold - We don’t have to tell you its cold outside. It's enough to make even we hearty New Englanders 

wince and whimper - and we're not even getting the worst of it. This extreme freeze comes with a curious new 

term. It's not a cold snap - or arctic air - or a frigid spell. It's a Polar Vortex - and it turns out it's not a fancy 

phrase someone made up - but the real thing. 

 

Greater Boston, L 01/27/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Boston Flooding? - Remember back in October 2012? Superstorm Sandy barreled up the east coast and took a 

left turn about 200 miles south of here - devastating the New Jersey and New York coast. Boston got a lucky 

break - and since then, coastal cities around the world have been bracing for another catastrophic storm. As 

part of this week's in-depth Focus report - we're looking at whether Boston is taking that threat seriously. In 

New York, there's talk of moving structures further inland. But Boston is taking a different approach. 

 

Greater Boston, L 02/05/14, 7pm, 30 min. 



History of Snow Storms - If your New England roots reach back to the 70s - you know today's snow totals are 

actually pretty tame compared to what we've been through. And if you think back over the years - you'll notice 

a pattern to our region's winter weather.  

 

 

VII.  Medical and Mental Health/Social Services 

 

Greater Boston, L 01/06/14, 7pm, 30 min.  

Police & Mental Health - Across the commonwealth, officers are now getting enhanced instruction specifically 

to prepare them for incidents involving someone with a mental illness. WGBH News Reporter Adam Reilly 

attended one of sessions - and takes us inside.  

 

Greater Boston, L 01/14/14, 7pm, 30 min.  

Medical Innovations - 200 years after it was invented - your doctor still relies on the trusty stethoscope. But 

that old standby is getting a run for its money from a host of medical innovations that could change the face of 

health care.  

 

Greater Boston, L 02/05/14, 12am, 90 min. 

Smoke-free CVS - You've probably already heard that pharmacy chain CVS is quitting smoking. The Rhode 

Island-based company announced plans to stop carrying tobacco products later this year. It's a move that's 

getting a lot of praise, even though it really isn't a new idea. 

 

 

VIII.  Economy/Business 

 

Greater Boston, L 01/21/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Net Neutrality - You may have heard the term "net neutrality" thrown around recently. That's because a federal 

judge struck down the FCC's net neutrality rules last week - and that means companies like Comcast are no 

longer required to treat all Websites equally. Sites like Netflix - that demand significant bandwidth to stream 

videos - could be forced to pay a fee for enhanced service - and Netflix could pass that fee on to you. And 

that's not all. Without net neutrality guidelines - you could be forced to pick and choose the sites you want to 

access - and pay accordingly. This mock ad has been making the rounds on the web. It's for a fictional Internet 

Service Provider - but my next guest says - without mandated net neutrality - our Internet use could soon be 

"nickeled and dimed" this way.  

 

Greater Boston, L 02/18/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Innovation Economy - As we climb out of the recession, we look for signs of recovery in the stock market, the 

unemployment rate, and even our own financial security. And each year, the Innovation Institute at the 

Massachusetts Technology Collaborative releases another benchmark when it analyzes the state's innovation 

economy. The Innovation Economy Index ranks our state against others, offering recommendations for ways to 

stay competitive. This year, the news is mostly good, but it comes with a warning.  

 

Greater Boston, L 03/11/14, 7pm, 30 min. 

Big Box Stores Closing - Ten years ago - if you were in the market for school supplies or small electronics - 

you probably drove to the nearest Staples or Radio Shack. But the retail industry has changed dramatically and 

that's forcing chain stores to overhaul their business models. 



IX.  Family/Morality/Religion 

 

Frontline, N 01/01/14 3am, 120 min.  

FRONTLINE presents the epic story of the rise of Christianity. Drawing upon new and sometimes 

controversial historical evidence, the series transports viewers back 2000 years to the time and place where 

Jesus of Nazareth once lived and preached and challenges familiar assumptions and conventional notions about 

the origins of Christianity.  

 

Amish : American Experience, N 01/03/14 3am, 120 min.  

On October 2, 2006, a 32-year-old milk truck driver named Charles Roberts entered a one-room schoolhouse 

in the Amish community of Nickel Mines in Lancaster County, PA, and shot 10 young girls, killing five, 

before committing suicide as police officers stormed the school. Just hours after the shooting, Amish 

community members visited the gunman's family to offer forgiveness. These events horrified the nation for the 

senseless brutality of the shootings and left many questioning and haunted by the victims' startling response. 

The film answers many questions about this insistently insular religious community. With unprecedented 

access to the Amish built on patience and hard-won trust, the film is the first to penetrate and explore this 

attention-averse group. It paints an extraordinarily intimate portrait of contemporary Amish faith and life. It 

questions why and how the Amish, an insistently closed and communal culture, have thrived within one of the 

most open, individualistic societies on earth; explores how, despite their ingrained submissiveness, the Amish 

have successfully asserted themselves in resisting the encroachments of modern society and government; asks 

what American's attraction to the Amish says about deep American values; and looks at what the future holds 

for a community whose existence is so rooted in the past. 

 

Greater Boston, L 02/11/14 7pm, 30 min.  

Food Rescue - The numbers help tell the story - More than 700-thousand children and adults in Massachusetts 

don't know where their next meal is coming from. And while those households struggle - as much as 40% of 

the food produced and sold in the United States winds up in a landfill. A big contributor to that figure - 

supermarkets and restaurants throwing away thousands of dollars of food each day. As part of this week's in-

depth Focus report - WGBH News Reporter Adam Reilly takes us inside the "food rescue" movement - that?s 

taking hold here in Boston.  
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