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1.   Public Safety/Law Enforcement 
 Crime.  Police staffing and training.  Private security firms.  Initiatives against crime.  Courts.  

Prison facilities.   
 
2.  Education 
 Public schools and school reform.  Private education.  Colleges and University enrollment 

and development.  Technology in the classroom.  Job training.  Continuing education for 
adults.  School safety. 

 
3. Environment/Energy 
 Land Use.  Pollution.  Preserving open space and recreational areas.  Status of the Great 

Lakes.  Alternative Energy sources.  Energy efficiency.  Sustainability. 
  
4.  Health and Medicine 
 Personal health and fitness.  Child health.  Medical facilities.  Insurance, affordability and 

access issues.  Costs of prescription drugs.  Development and adoption of new life-saving 
techniques.  Victim support.  Alcohol and substance abuse. 

 
5.   Leadership/Politics/Elections 
 Political leadership.  Corporate leadership.  Corporate citizenship.  Energizing voters.  Public 

participation in the electoral process.  Local government.  Effective government.  Developing 
future leaders. 

 
6.   Homeland Security 
 Emergency preparedness.  Security measures.  Protection against terrorist attack.  Border 

security.  Foreign nationals.  Immigration.  Government funding. 
 
7.  Labor/Workforce 
 Union negotiations.  Corporate and labor relations.  Worker training.  Layoffs.  Worker 

preparation.  Jobs and job creation.  Worker benefits.  Retirees. 
 
8.  Race Relations 
 Racism.  Civil Rights.  Discrimination.  Equal access.  Racial profiling.  Neighborhood 

segregation.   
 
9.  Regional Revitalization  
 Taxes, infrastructure, support for business start-ups and company attraction.  Sports 

facilities.  Affordable housing.  Commercial development.  Attracting people downtown. 
Economic climate.   

 
10. Transportation/Logistics  
 Road construction.  Traffic.  Airport development.  Light rail.  Mass transit.  New 

technologies for cars. 
 
 

 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 

Made in Michigan 
Airs Wednesdays at 9:52am, 2:52pm, 8:52pm and Saturday at 4:52am, 9:52am, and 4:53pm.  
One minute in length.  Marie Osborne profiles companies who make products people can buy 
while trying to emphasize the jobs and business success each company has.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
Difference Maker in the Community 
Airing the last Monday of each month, WWJ profiles someone in the community who has made 
a difference to benefit others.  These people have inspired positive change and made an impact 
in the community.  Feature airs at 6:40am, 8:40am, 10:40am, 12:40pm, and 3:40pm.  (See 
topics attached) 
 
CBS Detroit Job Desk 
Airs Saturdays and Sundays at 8:40am, 10:40am, 2:40pm, 6:40pm, and 10:40pm. One minute 
in length.  Detroit Job Desk is a weekly (Saturday/Sunday) feature focusing on local hiring, job 
openings, career events, and other information for job seekers and employers. (See topics 
attached) 
 
What’s Hot around Town 
Airs Thursday and Friday at 10:23am, 2:23pm, 4:53pm, 7:53pm, 10:43pm and Saturday at 
8:23am, 10:23am, 12:23pm, 3:23pm.  One minute in length.  Roberta Jasina highlights a fun or 
unique event taking place in Southeast Michigan, with a special focus on Arts and Cultural 
Organizations.  
 
Making the Grade 
Airs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:53am, 2:53pm, 8:53pm and Sunday at 9:52am, 1:52pm, 
4:52pm, 10:21pm.  One minute in length.  Greg Bowman highlights innovations, achievements 
and interesting stories from the classroom, featuring students, teachers and administrators.  
(See topics attached)  
 
Automotive Insight 
Airs Monday-Friday at 5:53am, 6:53am, 7:53am, and 11:53am.  One minute in length.  John 
McElroy provides two unique insights daily into the business of making cars, and designing the 
cars of the future. 
 
Car Chronicles 
Airs Monday-Friday at 12:53pm, 3:53pm, 5:53pm, and 6:53pm.  One minute in length.   Jeff 
Gilbert highlights people and lesser-known stories from the automotive business, as well as 
critiquing new products as they come out from the manufacturers. (See topics attached)  
 
The Feldman Report 
Airs Monday-Friday 8:53am, 10:53am, 3:23pm, 6:23pm, and 9:53pm.  Each report runs one 
minute.  Murray Feldman provides insights for small business, discusses the general business 
climate, and highlights business leaders. He also provides advice for consumers. 
 
Missing in the Metro 
Airs each Monday at 6:10am, 9:10am, 12:10pm, and 3:10pm.  Working with local police 
departments, Laura Bonnell features someone who is missing in the area0 in hopes of finding 
these individuals who are missing.  (See topics attached) 
 



 
Staying in Touch 
Airs Saturday at 6:23am, 9:43am, 11:23am, 12:53pm, and 9:53pm.  One minute in length.  Ron 
Dewey highlights special events going on in the Southeast Michigan region.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
Caregivers Resource Guide 
Airs Monday and Fridays at 9:52am, 2:52pm, 8:51pm.  One minute in length.  Pat Sweeting 
reports on issues about preparing or answering the need of a parent facing a health concern, 
undergoing changes in their economic situation, or who are dealing with a prolonged illness or 
death. (See topics attached) 
 
 



News Stories Addressing Community Issues 
 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
10/1/12 
6:34am 
Mike Campbell 
Hamtramck Firefighters Facing Layoffs 
Nearly half of Hamtramck's firefighters will be laid off at noon today.  That's according to the 
department's union, which says the move is being done to cut costs.  12 of the city's 27 
firefighters will be pink-slipped.  The Detroit Free Press says the cuts were planned for last 
month, but were postponed in hopes of getting a federal grant.  The city has said it would only 
take the one-point-two-five million dollar grant if firefighters took concessions. 
 
10/2/12 
6:04pm 
Rob Mason 
Detroit Police Chief Suspended 
The trend of sexual scandals at the head of the Detroit Police Department continues... this time 
police chief Ralph Godbee is suspended. Mayor Dave Bing has suspended Godbee for 30 days, 
following allegations that he has had a lengthy affair with internal affairs officer Angelica 
Robinson, along with another woman not on the force. 
 
10/3/12 
1:12pm 
Florence Walton 
CrimeStoppers Announces Reward in Murder Case 
Police are asking for the public's help in finding two men responsible for the fatal shooting of a 
23-year-old father of three on Detroit's east side late August. 
 
10/5/12 
4:07pm 
Beth Fisher 
Guilty Plea For Serial Killer 
The man charged in a series of fatal stabbings in Michigan two years ago won't face additional 
trials in the state unless his first murder conviction is overturned.  Genessee County Prosecutor 
David Leyton says Elias Abuelazam was sentenced to life without parole and this saves 
taxpayers hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
 
10/7/12 
10:07am 
Newsroom 
Crime Alert at UM 
University of Michigan police in Ann Arbor have issued a crime alert.  Police issued the alert 
after a student reported that she was sexually assaulted.  The incident allegedly happened 
around 2:30am this [Sun] morning on Hill Street -- between Church and Tappan.  The student 
says that's when she was approached by four men who dragged her into an alley. 
 
 
 
 
 



10/30/12 
1:05pm 
Beth Fisher 
Reward for Shooting Suspect Grows 
With some 25 shooting incidents along the I-96 corridor in the past couple of weeks -- the 
reward to catch the person who's been taking aim at motorists is on the rise.  That reward is 
now up to 102-thousand dollars....money provided by the A-T-F, the F-B-I and Crimestoppers.  
F-B-I special agent in charge Robert Foley says the person responsible has demonstrated a 
reckless regard for human life. 
 
11/1/12 
5:05am 
Brian Larsen 
Tips Pouring In About I-96 Shootings 
The task force dealing with about two dozen random shootings along the I-96 corridor in four 
counties is sifting through more than two-thousand tips. So far, there have been 25 random 
shootings in in Oakland, Livingston, Shiawassee and Ingham counties. Law enforcement 
officers say a considerable number of people have been interviewed from the tips, and they 
expect that number to grow. 
 
11/2/12 
4:07pm 
Violet Ikonomova 
Church Break-ins May Be Linked 
Police are investigating a string of church break-ins in Washtenaw County.  Salem Lutheran 
Church in Scio Township, Bethel United Church of Christ in Freedom Township, and Clinton 
Church of God and St. John's Lutheran in Bridgewater were all ransacked over the past two 
weeks, by burglars in search of money. 
 
11/6/12 
6:04am 
Ron Dewey 
Suspect in I-96 Shootings in Custody 
A Wixom man was brought into custody for questioning after investigators got a tip and went to 
the man's house with a search warrant. His dark grey-colored car was taken by police, along 
with several items from the home.  No arrests or charges have been made yet in connection to 
the 24 shootings in a four-county area along the freeway. 
 
11/14/12 
Police Warn Residents after Woman is Beaten 
The Oakland County Sheriff's Department is investigating an attack of a 33-year old woman in 
Pontiac on Tucker near Elizabeth Lake Road and Telegraph. The victim was found in her home 
by her husband shortly after six o'clock last night. The victim's silver 2005 Ford Explorer is 
missing and presumed stolen. Anyone with information is asked to call the Oakland County 
Sheriff or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-SPEAK-UP.  There is a $1000 reward for information leading 
to an arrest.   
 



11/26/12 
12:04pm 
Ron Dewey 
Man Charged with Murdering 4 Women 
A Sterling Heights man is charged with four counts of murder in the deaths of four women 
whose bodies were discovered in two cars last December in Detroit. James Brown was 
arraigned this morning in Sterling Heights District Court. Denise Reid, whose daughter 
Demesha Hunt was among the victims, says she takes her loss day- by-day. 
 
11/27/12 
3:05pm 
Rob Mason 
Holiday Shopping Crime 
It's the other side of the holiday shopping season as a Macy's employee at Somerset Mall has 
been charged with embezzlement. The 28-year-old Detroit man let three of his friends make 
single purchases, and then let more than $1100 worth of free merchandise go by.  Troy Police 
Sergeant Andy Breidenich says there is an uptick in fraud this time of year. 
 
11/28/12 
4:06pm 
Stephanie Garrette 
Crimestoppers Offering Reward in Woman’s Murder 
A murder in Brownstown Township on Halloween remains unsolved. And now Crime Stoppers 
is offering a $25-hundred dollar cash reward for information leading to an arrest of the person 
responsible for the shooting death of 46-year-old Zita Kvasys (kuh-VAY-sis) in her home. Police 
say she knew her killer because there were no signs of forced entry.  Detective Lt. Robert Grant 
says they do have a person of interest in mind. 
 
11/30/12 
12:34pm 
Florence Walton 
MADD Kicks Off Safe Driving Campaign 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving is warning parents and young drivers about the dangers of 
alcohol during the holidays. 
 
11/30/12 
7:05pm 
Stephanie Davis 
Angels Night Patrols in Full Swing 
Cold and rain has made it tough this year for thousands of volunteers taking to the streets -- to 
keep things safe on Angels Night in Detroit.    Tamika Green is volunteering inside the Butzel 
Community Center -- after patrolling the streets last night.  The effort has been ongoing for 
years as a way to cut down on arson fires. 
 
11/30/12 
6:11pm 
Pat Sweeting  
Holiday Warning About Burns 
Millions of us will be hitting the grocery store aisles selecting items for our holiday meals. But, a 
local burn specialist cautions those who typically buy those lightweight, aluminum roasting pans 
to think about the risks.  Nurse Sylvia VanDerKooy-Kempl of the DMC Detroit Receiving 
Hospital Burn Unit, says those pans tend to be very, very flimsy, so be very careful when 
removing these food-filled pans from the oven. 
 



12/12/12 
7:34am 
Scott Ryan 
Activist Calls for Crime Rally 
A door-to-door prayer rally in a Detroit neighborhood--after a woman is murdered while taking 
out the garbage.  71-year old Shirley Reid was killed inside her home on Pinehurst, near Meyers 
and Fenkell, last week.  Last night's effort was put together by Minister Malik Shabazz who says 
residents need to get more organized...because criminals already are. 
 
12/28/12 
8:33am 
Violet Ikonomova 
Family Hoping For a Break in Hit and Run Fatality 
CrimeStoppers is offering a reward for tips leading to an arrest in the case of a hit and run in 
Macomb County. 37-year-old Sandra Loepp's sister says it would mean everything to her family 
if police could find the person who hit and killed her. Loepp's body was found laying in a 
Washington Township trailer park about a mile from her house on the morning of December 
16th. 
 
12/28/12 
3:06pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Holidays Spur More Crime? 
A jewelry store owner beaten in Redford, a drug store smashed into in Detroit in an effort to 
steal an ATM.  This holiday week has been a busy one in metro Detroit for crime.  Bill Dwyer led 
the police departments in Warren and Farmington Hills in his nearly 50 years in law 
enforcement.  He says the holidays have always been busy for crime.  Dwyer blames 
desperation over the economy and drugs. 
 
12/28/12 
12:05pm 
Kathryn Larson 
Police Layoffs in Huron Township 
More than half a dozen police officers are being laid off in Huron Township. City Supervisor 
David Glaab says voters rejected a millage that would support safety services -- and as a result 
- 8 police officer positions are being eliminated. He says after the layoffs -- 21 police officers in 
the Township are now a skeleton crew of 13.  And more cuts are planned:  The next target -- the 
fire department. 
 
12/29/12 
5:07pm 
Kathryn Larson 
Police Deal with Budget Cuts 
As we ring in the New Year the Macomb County Sheriff's Office continues to cope with budget 
shortfalls.  But rather then decrease their crime prevention efforts -- Sheriff Tony Wickersham 
says they are getting creative to make sure the county continues to provide safety services to its 
citizens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12/30/12 
10:07am 
Sandra McNeill 
Crime Concerns in Detroit 
Detroit Police this week will hold a press conference on murders and major crimes.  When they 
do, officials are expected to announce a murder rate not seen in two decades.  Police report 
375 homicides so far this year. Residents like this woman, who lives on the northwest side say 
they're uneasy.  The woman, who did not want to reveal her name, says she thinks that the 
criminals know that the police department is understaffed and they can get away with it 
 
12/31/12 
12:30PM 
Beth Fisher 
Anti-Drunk Driving Campaign 
If you're attending or hosting a New Year's Eve party tonight, don't drink & drive.  Beth 
Sovolewski of MADD-Michigan has advice if you're going to be drinking. Sovolewski advises 
party hosts to take everyone's keys at the beginning of the night or have people stay over. She 
says ten-thousand people are killed every year in alcohol related accidents. 
 
 
EDUCATION ISSUES 
 
10/3/12 
10:32am 
Ron Dewey 
Pushing for More Students 
Along with other incentives as part of Count Day, Detroit Public Schools are supplying students 
with 19,000  netbooks to take home for school work. Emergency Financial Manager Roy 
Roberts says efforts are underway to catch up on the hi-tech grade curve. 
 
10/3/12 
11:33am 
Pat Sweeting 
DPS Administrators Push For Millage Proposal 
Detroit Public Schools representatives and its teachers union are urging voters to say “yes” on 
Proposal S.  The proposal is a millage renewal that will bring in 81-million dollars in funding.  
Emergency Manager Roy Roberts says approval of the proposal would help maintain programs 
like art and sports.   
 
10/7/12 
12:06pm 
Ron Dewey 
Detroit Schools Turning the Corner? 
Detroit Public Schools Emergency Manager Roy Roberts says the district is heading in the right 
direction.  Roberts says improvements have been seen in attendance, academic achievement 
and other yardsticks.  
 



10/7/12 
10:10am 
Newsroom 
Manufacturing Site Turned into Education Center 
Michigan Governor Rick Snyder has launched the remake of a neglected manufacturing site into 
an adventure and education center.  The 12.8 million dollar transformation of Detroit’s Globe 
Trade Company complex will ultimately include a climbing wall, kayaking simulator and 
demonstrations on Michigan history. 
 
10/30/12 
1:05pm 
Jon Hewett 
School Called Off Early 
It was an early end to the day for Royal Oak High School students.  A fire led to an evacuation 
of the school and then administrators decided to cancel school.  Damage was minimal and 
classes are expected to be back to normal tomorrow.  
 
10/31/12 
6:42am 
Matt Roush 
UM President Looks Ahead To 2013 
University of Michigan president Mary Sue Coleman anticipates that 2013 will bring another 
increase in U of M’s 1.3 billion dollar lineup of research projects.  She discussed a number of 
highlights during her annual Leadership Breakfast.  UM is a national research powerhouse with 
annual spending of about 1.3 billion dollars.  
 
11/7/12 
3:06pm 
Newsroom 
Detroit Schools Emergency Manager To Stay on Job. 
Roy Roberts, the emergency financial manager for the Detroit Public Schools, will be staying on 
the job -- at least for now.   Roberts said in a written statement that he will make a decision 
within a month about whether he will step down in response to voters defeating Proposal One.  
Roberts wrote a letter to Governor Snyder last week saying that he would consider stepping 
down if the proposal failed. 
 
11/16/12 
5:13am 
Scott Ryan 
Charter School Enrollment Grows 
A just-released report shows that charter school enrollment is growing in Detroit and across 
Michigan.  The seventh-annual report, from the National Alliance for Public Charter Schools, 
puts Detroit second in the U-S for percentage of students in charter school.  The group says 41 
percent of Detroit students are in a charter school.  New Orleans topped the list--where three-
fourths of kids attend charter school. 
 
11/26/12 
3:13pm 
Beth Fisher 
Energy Saving Practices at Local School 
The Detroit Public Schools are implementing some more energy saving practices during this go 
green week.  Even the students at East English Village Academy are involved. In all, 54 schools 
are involved in the Go Green challenge.  
 



11/27/12 
6:22pm 
Zahra Huber 
Race To The Top Finalists Announced 
The U.S. Department of Education says that a system created to run low-performing Michigan 
schools has made the finals of the 2012 Race to the Top-District competition. The department 
says that the Education Achievement Authority of Michigan is among 61 finalists for the award. 
Out of the hundreds of applicants, the authority is the only Michigan finalist.  The Education 
Achievement Authority got its start this year, taking control of 15 Detroit schools. 
 
11/29/12 
6:05am 
Ron Dewey 
Superintendents Worried About New Proposal 
Leaders of several metro Detroit school districts are sounding off on bills in Lansing that could 
weaken and de-fund public education.  The legislation needs to be approved, but 
superintendents say tax dollars would go to for-profit educational groups.  Supporters say it will 
lead to greater academic achievement. 
 
12/1/12 
4:33pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Warning for Livonia School Students and Parents 
Livonia School officials sent a note to parents today warning them of a possible coyote near 
Hoover Elementary School.  The coyote was spotted in a parking lot around 6 a.m.  Classes 
went on as normal, although teachers and other building personnel kept their eye on the 
surroundings.  
 
12/9/12 
11:07am 
Terri Lee 
Students Clean Up Neighborhood 
Instead of complaining about conditions in their neighborhood, a group of Denby High School 
students decided to do something about it.  They spent the day working to clean up and improve 
the area.  
 
12/12/12 
11:05am 
Vickie Thomas 
School Board President Seeks FBI Investigation 
The Detroit School Board president is calling for the FBI to investigate alleged dirty dealings in 
the district.  A school district spokesman says he’s is not aware of any wrongdoing and if there 
are issues, there are procedures in place to deal with them.  
 
12/26/12 
10:33am 
Ron Dewey 
Michigan Science Center Re-Opens 
The Detroit Science Center has re-opened today and is now called the Michigan Science 
Center. After financial difficulties forced its closure in September 2011, the center was re-
organized and received over $5 million dollars in support in corporate and private contributions.  
The Michigan Science Center will have outreach programs throughout the state, with emphasis 
on health and education. 
 



12/27/12 
6:10am 
Rob Sanford 
Wayne State University Contract Talks Extended 
The labor contract between Wayne State's faculty and the school has been extended several 
times since it expired --but it appears patience is wearing thin. The unions representing the 
academic staff at Wayne State University is hinting they could decide to strike next month. The 
membership voted to give their leadership the okay to call for a work stoppage if they feel no 
progress is being made. The contract expired some time ago...but there has been several 
extensions...including the latest one that runs to February 17th 
 
12/31/12 
6:22am 
Tim Skubick 
School Funding a Top Issue in 2013 
When state lawmakers head back to work in 2013 -- there will be new faces in both chambers, 
but they'll be confronting many of the same issues from 2012. Funding is always key. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY 
 
10/2/12 
5:11am 
Scott Ryan 
Automaker To Move Headquarters to Michigan 
A startup automaker that snagged 50-million dollars in Energy Department loans is moving its 
headquarters to Michigan.  The Vehicle Production Group L-L-C makes the wheelchair-
accessible M-V-One, and the company is moving from southern Florida to Allen Park inside the 
Roush Enterprises site.  150 employees already work there--another 50 will be moving in.  The 
specialty vans are sold at 84 dealerships in the U-S, including two in Michigan. 
 
10/6/12 
5:12am 
Paul Snider 
MSU Working On Invasive Species 
Michigan State University will share a multi million dollar federal grant to help keep invasive 
species out of the Great Lakes.  The 8-million dollar grant from the Environmental Protection 
Agency is going to MSU, Notre Dame and other organizations.  DNA from asian carp has been 
found in Lake Erie.  
 
10/9/12 
3:12pm 
Jon Hewett 
Energy Department Sued Over Waste Disposal 
The owners of the Palisades nuclear power plant in southwestern Michigan are suing the 
Energy Department over waste disposal.  The Kalamazoo Gazette reports despite being payed 
about $6 million a year to take nuclear waste from the Palisades plant in Van Buren County's 
Covert Township -- the Energy Department hasn't done so.  The lawsuit filed last month also 
includes what to do with waste at the decommissioned Big Rock Point plant near Charlevoix. 
 
 
 
 



10/31/12 
5:22am 
Matt Roush 
ITC String New Wires Across Michigan 
ITC of Novi is racing the onset of winter weather to string miles of huge new electric lines across 
Michigan’s Thumb.  The company will build 62 miles of new high-voltage transmission lines 
throughout the thumb.   
 
11/4/12 
7:07am 
Greg Bowman 
Renewable Energy Proposal on November Ballot 
One of the proposals facing voters on Tuesday calls for Michigan to boost its use of renewable 
energy.   WWJ Newsradio 950's Greg Bowman spoke with supporters and opponents of 
Proposal Three.  If voters say yes to Proposal Three, 25% of Michigan's electricity will have to 
come from renewable energy sources, by 2025. 
 
11/6/12 
7:06am 
Newsroom 
Renewable Energy among Proposals on Statewide Ballot 
People across Michigan are deciding ballot proposals.  Among them is Proposal 3 which would 
force Michigan to have 25 percent of its electricity come from renewable energy sources by 
2025.   
 
11/26/12 
3:13pm 
Beth Fisher 
Energy Saving Practices at Local School 
The Detroit Public Schools are implementing some more energy saving practices during this go 
green week.  Even the students at East English Village Academy are involved. In all, 54 schools 
are involved in the Go Green challenge.  
 
11/26/12 
9:12am 
Matt Roush 
New Energy Park Is Up and Running 
Consumers Energy’s new 250-million dollar “Lake Winds Energy Park” has begun generating 
electricity to thousands of homes and businesses in West Michigan.  It consists of 56 wind-
generation turbines.   
 
11/27/12 
5:22am 
Matt Roush 
Canton Twp Looks to Cut Energy Costs 
Canton Township is collaborating with Chevron Energy Solutions to slice its electricity, gas and 
water costs by almost six million dollars over the next 15 years.  The project will upgrade 
heating and cooling systems as well as replace mechanical systems, water and lighting fixtures 
and system controls.  
 



11/30/12 
11:34am 
Jeff Gilbert 
Green Car of the Year Award 
Ford’s Fusion edges out entries from Toyota, Mazda and Chrysler to pick up the Green Car of 
the Year award at the LA Auto Show.  
 
11/30/12 
5:33pm 
Kathryn Larson 
Research Labs Planned for Michigan 
The federal government is investing 120-million dollars to create two new battery research labs.  
One will be at the University of Michigan.  Senator Debbie Stabenow says the five year 
investment will hopefully spur new companies and creations.   
 
12/1/12 
3:06pm 
Beth Fisher 
Gov Announces New Energy Financing Program 
Governor Rick Snyder has launched the Michigan Saves Business Energy Financing program 
to help businesses save money by making their businesses more energy efficient.  Hiller’s 
Market is one of the first businesses to take part with the low interest loans.   
 
12/1/12 
6:12am 
Paul Snider 
Great Lakes Set Record Water Levels 
Two Great Lakes are about to set record water levels.  Record lows that is.  The US Army 
Corps of Engineers predicts Huron and Michigan will fall to record lows by January or February.  
 
12/1/12 
2:34pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Couches Filled With Chemicals Raise Concern 
A new study by Yale University finds that most couches are filled with chemicals.  Lisa Turner 
from Berkley submitted a foam sample of her couch for the study and says she found out it 
contains the flame retardant Fire Master 550 which has been linked to cancer.  
 
12/6/12 
1:07pm 
Jayne Bower 
New Report On Pipelines 
A new report says oil pipelines which carry “tar sands” are a menace to the Great Lakes.  Peter 
Lafontaine with the National Wildlife Federation says Enbridge Oil is one of the biggest 
offenders.  The report calls on the president and congress to revisit regulations on oil 
companies.  
 



12/26/12 
1:07pm 
Brian Larsen 
Recycling Your Christmas Tree 
If you're anxious to take down your Christmas decorations already -- Oakland County is offering 
a place to toss your tree. The County Parks and Rec department has 11 park locations to 
recycle Christmas trees, beginning today. Some spots include Catalpa Oaks in Southfield, 
Oakland County Market in Waterford, and White Lake Oaks Golf Course in White Lake. The 
recycling is free of charge. 
 
12/31/12 
9:36am 
Newsroom 
Most Threatened Great Lake 
Lake Erie is one of the most threatened of the five Great Lakes.  That's according to a new 
report that says Lake Ontario is the MOST endangered because of widespread mercury and 
PCB pollution ... along with problems stemming from sea lampreys, zebra mussels and other 
invasive species.  Lake Erie's issues ALSO stem from invasive species, as well as toxic blue-
green algae.   
 
 
HEALTH/MEDICINE 
 
10/5/12 
10:34am 
Pat Vitale 
Fungal Meningitis Traced to Michigan 
Growing concern about a rare fungal meningitis that’s been linked to routine steroid injections 
for back pain.  The medicine has been tracked to nearly two dozen states including Michigan. 
The state health department says its working with four facilities. 
 
10/5/12 
1:12pm 
Mike Campbell 
Bed Bugs Show Up At Senior Building 
The residents in a senior apartment tower in Wayne are dealing with bed bugs.  The company 
that manages the Wayne Towers says they’re working on getting rid of the problem.  The bed 
bugs were found in 7 of the 154 units at the apartments.  
 
10/6/12 
8:11am 
Greg Bowman 
Men’s Health Event at Ford Field 
The second annual Ment’s Health Event is taking place at Ford Field this day.  There will be free 
health checkups for those who show up.  Doctors were also on hand to talk with men about 
specific health issues.   
 



10/7/12 
3:11pm 
Zahra Huber 
Girl Undergoes Surgery After Mauling 
A 10-year old Michigan girl whose face was mauled by a pet raccoon while she was a baby has 
underwent another surgery at Beaumont Hospital.  Doctors are focusing on reconstructing 
Charlotte Ponce’s nose.  Her mother says it will take two years to reconstruct her daughter’s 
face.  
 
10/28/12 
7:11am 
Chrystal Knight 
Tribute To Organ Donors and their Families 
Gift of Life Michigan and Michigan Eye-Bank are paying tribute to organ donors and their 
families.  The event will include a special presentation from people whose lives were saved by 
an organ donor.  Currently there are 3,000 patients awaiting for a transplant.  
 
10/29/12 
9:12am 
Laura Bonnell 
Mother Urges Others To Get Vaccination 
A Michigan mother is urging people to get vaccinated for Pertussis.  Veronica McNally lost her 
three month old to what is known as whooping cough.   
 
10/30/12 
2:33pm 
Pat Sweeting 
UM Cancer Center Receives Worldwide Honors 
It’s esearch in at least two areas has helped the University of Michigan Comprehensive Cancer 
Center to win the designation of world leader from National Cancer Institute .  The center’s work 
in the area of cancer stem-cells was one reason for the high praise.  
 
10/31/12 
11:05am 
Vickie Thomas 
Hospital Merger in the Works 
Beaumont Hospital and Henry Ford will be merging operations.  They will be led by one CEO 
and will keep their hospital names.   
 
11/25/12 
6:22am 
Rob Sanford 
Tracking Body Fat Index 
Keeping track of just how good your physical condition can be measured in part by using the 
body fat index.  Modern science is changing some thoughts.  CMU researchers are finding that 
using the body fat index is not always accurate.   
 
11/26/12 
7:12am 
Tim Skubick 
Debate Focuses on Abortion 
Lobbyists for the effort to ban abortion in the United States say they continue to have a strong 
presence but a Michigan lobbyist for the National Organization for Women disagrees.   
 



11/29/12 
6:22am 
Matt Roush 
Bio-Tech Company Expanding Operations 
A bio-tech company that began as a UM research project is raised another 11-million dollars to 
expand its operation.  The money will be used to advance the company’s treatment of cold 
sores and cystic fibrosis. 
 
12/1/12 
6:22am 
Kathryn Larson 
World Aids Day 
On this World Aids Day a Wayne State University medical resident will be keeping an eye on his 
non-profit which is hoping to raise 25-thousand dollars for treatment and research of aids.   
 
12/1/12 
10:22am 
Rob Sanford 
Babies Smarter Than You Think 
A study is suggesting that babies are able to tell right from wrong as early as 6 months old.  The 
study was done by Yale University and it found that in 80-percent of the cases babies made 
judgements on which puppets used during a test were good or were bad.  
 
12/06/12 
5:23am 
Matt Roush 
A First For Karmanos Cancer Center 
Detroit’s Karmanos Cancer Center is the first hospital in the midwest to offer the newest 
molecular breast imaging device for women’s cancer checkups.  The technology makes it 
possible to detect breast cancer in women considered to be at high-risk 
 
12/24/12 
5:05pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Two Children Die From Flu 
Michigan health officials are warning parents to get the flu shot for their children, after the 
deaths of two children from the flu already in the state.  Angela Minicucci of the Michigan 
Department of Community Health says the flu can be dangerous for the very young. 
 
12/26/12 
10:33am 
Ron Dewey 
Michigan Science Center Re-Opens 
The Detroit Science Center has re-opened today and is now called the Michigan Science 
Center. After financial difficulties forced its closure in September 2011, the center was re-
organized and received over $5 million dollars in support in corporate and private contributions.  
The Michigan Science Center will have outreach programs throughout the state, with emphasis 
on health and education. 
 



12/27/12 
1:06pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Health Warning About Snow Shoveling 
A Beaumont Hospital cardiologist is warning those who are middle-aged or older and not used 
to heavy exercise to leave the snow clearing to someone else.  Dr. Barry Franklin says that 
shoveling is a vigorous workout that many people may not be able to withstand. Franklin says 
people have died using snow throwers as well.  The primary risk group are those who are 45 or 
older, 
 
12/27/12 
3:07pm 
Paul Snider 
Meijer Recalls Jeans 
Meijer is recalling more than 140 thousand pairs of kids and infants denim jeans because if the 
snap on the front comes loose, it could pose a potential choking hazard. The recall at the behest 
of the Consumer Product Safety Commission. The Falls Creek Kids brand jeans retail for 
around 12 dollars and were sold at Meijer stores in Michigan and four other states from June 
through November of this year. Meijer says parents should stop using the jeans and return them 
to the customer service desk of any store for a full refund. 
 
12/29/12 
10:33am 
Kathryn Larson 
State House Speaker Supports Governor on Abortion Clinic Law 
Governor Snyder's signature now bottom-lines legislation making changes for abortion service 
providers in Michigan. The new law requires facilities where at least 120 abortions are 
performed annually to obtain a state license as a free-standing outpatient surgical facility.  GOP 
House Speaker Jase Bolger says he is pleased with Governor Snyder's approval of the bill. 
 
12/30/12 
11:12am 
Rob Sanford 
Prepping for a Health Emergency 
A new report suggests Michigan could do better in its efforts to prepare for a health emergency.  
It was called the "Ready or Not" report, done by a group called the Trust for America's Health. 
Paul Kuehnert of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation believes Michigan needs to step up it's 
health emergency preparedness efforts. Kuehnert blames the problem in part to cuts in public 
health budgets in recent years. 
 
12/30/12 
10:32pm 
Kathryn Larson 
Hillary Clinton Hospitalized with Blood Clot 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has been admitted to the hospital with a blood clot following a 
concussion. Meantime -- DMC Cardiologist Dr. Joel Kahn tells WWJ a blood clot can happen 
anywhere.  Dr. Kahn says it's likely Clinton's clot isn't in her head because her doctors are 
treating her with blood thinners.  He says that's not typical procedure for a blood clot to the 
brain. 
 



LEADERSHIP/POLITICS/ELECTIONS 
 
10/2/12 
6:04pm 
Rob Mason 
Detroit Police Chief Suspended 
The trend of sexual scandals at the head of the Detroit Police Department continues... this time 
police chief Ralph Godbee is suspended. Mayor Dave Bing has suspended Godbee for 30 days, 
following allegations that he has had a lengthy affair with internal affairs officer Angelica 
Robinson, along with another woman not on the force. 
 
10/9/12 
3:32pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Financial Board Upset With Pace of Reforms 
Detroit's Financial Advisory Board is critical of the slow pace of change in city government.  
Members of the Board warned Mayor Dave Bing's Administration that the city will run out of 
money if restructuring and cuts don't come quickly. Council President Pro Tem Gary Brown says 
he shares the Advisory Board's frustration. 
 
10/13/12 
5:10pm 
Chrystal Knight 
NAACP Educating Voters 
Getting people out to the polls and educating them about the issues on the ballot -- that was the 
focus of a series of forums going on today in Detroit. The UAW, NAACP Detroit Chapter and 
AFSCME are just a few of the community organizations that sponsored the forums. 
 
10/15/12 
4:04pm 
Marie Osborne 
Transportation Secretary in Metro Detroit  
The future of regional transportation in metro Detroit was the focus of a visit by U-S 
Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood  -- who met with Governor Rick Snyder and Detroit Mayor 
Dave Bing to talk about possible federal financial help. 
 
11/5/12 
4:06pm 
Rob Mason 
Prez Polls Show Lead for President Obama 
As the hours tick away toward Tuesday's election, the latest EPIC/MRA poll is still showing 
President Obama with a six point lead in Michigan. Pollster Bernie Porn says his sources are 
giving the President the win in both the national popular vote and electoral college. 
 
11/6/12 
11:34pm 
Bob Mundie 
NAACP Pushes Right To Vote 
Some confusion in Detroit as the NAACP told voters to "stay in line and vote" even though the 
polls closed at 8 p.m.  Organization leaders say the long lines and long ballot caused delays 
and no voters should be discouraged from voting. After meeting with the people who run the 
elections in Detroit, the NAACP said it reached an agreement with the city to allow all of those 
voters in line at 8 o'clock to cast their ballots. Some people waited three and four hours to vote. 



 
11/7/12 
5:06am 
Rob Mason 
Troy Mayor Recalled 
She said the homosexual lifestyle is dangerous and used an anti-gay slur on Facebook.  And 
now Janice Daniels will lose the title of Mayor of the city of Troy.  Voters last night approved a 
recall of the embattled mayor.  But not everyone was on board.  Adam Forsyth says he voted 
against the recall. 
 
11/7/12 
Various 
Newsroom 
Election Results for local and state proposals 
There were six statewide ballot proposals decided Tuesday.  All of them failed.  In addition, 
there are a few changes coming to Michigan’s legislature, but the changes won’t lead to a 
change in the majority.  
 
11/8/12 
2:04pm 
Marie Osborne 
Mike Duggan Considers Run for Mayor 
Mike Duggan, who brought the Detroit Medical Center back to financial health and is now 
considering a run for Detroit Mayor, has told employee's in an email he's stepping down as the 
Chief of the medical center.  Duggan is credited with helping stem the tide of red ink at the 
DMC. 
 
11/15/12 
2:05pm 
Florence Walton 
Detroit Mayor Announces New Development 
Demolition of Detroit's Brewster-Douglass housing projects is expected to begin in the coming 
months. Mayor Bing announced today the city has been awarded a federal grant to tear down 
the remaining towers. The 18.5 acre site which is adjacent to Brush Park and Eastern Market 
has long been vacant. The plan is to re-develop the site. 
 
11/29/12 
4:05pm 
Tim Skubick 
Michigan Lawmakers Reject Health Exchange 
A Michigan House panel has rejected a proposal to create a state-run online market where 
people can compare and buy health insurance plans.   
 
12/6/12 
7:12pm 
Gary Lundy 
Transit Authority Approved by Lawmakers 
The Michigan House has followed the footsteps of the Senate and approved the creation of an 
authority for public transportation in Detroit.  The House voted 57-50 to establish the authority 
for Oakland, Macomb, Washtenaw and Wayne Counties.  
 



12/27/12 
1:04pm 
Tim Skubick 
Governor Signs Emergency Manager Law 
Governor Rick Snyder put a new emergency-manager law on the books in Michigan today -- 
weeks after voters repealed a version that gave sweeping powers to a single person to overhaul 
financially distressed communities.  But WWJ Lansing Bureau Chief Tim Skubick says the 
Governor signed the bill so that cities and school districts that are in financial trouble receive this 
assistance. 
 
 
12/28/12 
5:04pm 
Zahra Huber 
Governor Signs Abortion Clinic Legislation 
Governor Rick Snyder has signed a legislation involving abortion regulations. The legislation 
requires facilities that perform more than 120 abortions a year to be licensed as an outpatient 
surgical center.  Ed Rivet with Right-To-Life says it increases safety standards -- and refers 
back to a clinic in Muskegon that was recently shut down because of potential fire, health, and 
building-code violations. 
 
12/29/12 
10:33am 
Kathryn Larson 
State House Speaker Supports Governor on Abortion Clinic Law 
Governor Snyder's signature now bottom-lines legislation making changes for abortion service 
providers in Michigan. The new law requires facilities where at least 120 abortions are 
performed annually to obtain a state license as a free-standing outpatient surgical facility.  GOP 
House Speaker Jase Bolger says he is pleased with Governor Snyder's approval of the bill. 
 
12/30/12 
6:07am 
Ron Dewey 
Mayor Bing Seeks Help From Private Business 
Detroit Mayor Dave Bing hoping more of the private sector will step forward to help the city's 
public safety and recreation projects. The Mayor's Active and Safety Campaign wants to 
generate $50 million dollars over three years to keep those programs operating.  Proceeds 
would help provide equipment for police and fire and for recreatin center programs. 
 
12/30/12 
7:10am 
Newsroom 
Wayne County Exec Against Detroit Bankruptcy 
Should Detroit go bankrupt? It's one of the options the Motor City has to consider as it works to 
avoid going over its own version of the fiscal cliff. But, Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano 
says bankruptcy is a terrible idea that would work against the city both nationally and globally. 
 



12/30/12 
11:32am 
Beth Fisher 
Dems and GOP Push For Solution to Fiscal Cliff 
Michigan Democratic Congressman Gary Peters is on his way to Washington D.C. for a House 
session to discuss the fiscal cliff. But he says even if a deal is reached today or tomorrow, we 
still have a long road ahead of us.  Peters says he is hopeful that a deal will be reached, and 
that it would be "unacceptable" not to get the job done. 
 
12/31/12 
1:32pm 
Beth Fisher 
Fiscal Cliff Talks Down To Wire 
Congresswoman Candice Miller, a Republican from Harrison Township, says she thinks they'll 
get an agreement before the end of the day, but says she knows any deal won't be unanimous. 
Miller doesn't want to raise anyone's taxes, but says she's hearing talk that Democrats have 
offered to extend tax cuts for families making up to 450-thousand dollars a year. 
 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY ISSUES 
 
10/1/12 
2:33pm 
Violet Ikonomova 
Scare in the Air Leads to Emergency Landing 
American Airlines says its conducting an investigtion into the weekend emergency landing of a 
Boston-to-Miami flight after a row of seats came loose. Nobody was hurt on Flight 685.  
American says it's also notified the FAA. Former NTSB chairman, now CBS News aviation 
safety consultant, Mark Rosenker, says he's never heard of a such a thing. 
 
10/2/12 
9:34am 
Pat Vitale 
Homeland Security Officer Shot, Killed 
The Department of Homeland Security, reporting this morning that a U.S. Border Patrol agent 
was killed and another wounded in a shooting near border in Arizona.   Authorities have not 
identified the agents who were assigned about 100 miles southeast of Tucson.  The last U.S. 
Border Patrol agent fatally shot on duty was Brian Terry -- a metro Detroit native who was killed 
in a shootout with Mexican bandits near the border in December 2010. The shooting was later 
linked to the Fast and Furious gun smuggling operation. 
 
10/9/12 
12:04pm 
Pat Sweeting 
Emergency At Detroit’s Emergency Dispatch Center 
Emergency crews are working to identify a natural gas leak near Detroit's 9-11 Center. A strong 
smell of natural gas forced employees from the building, but a hazmat team has determined 
there is no leak inside. Officials saying the smell, instead, came through a vent. 
 



10/15/12 
7:33pm 
Zahra Huber 
Homeland Security Agents Make Arrests in Counterfeit Operation 
A federal bust involving counterfeit airbags in Wayne County.  The U.S. Attorney says Samar 
Ayoub of Dearborn Heights and Hussein Jomaa of Dearborn were arrested by Homeland 
Security Investigations agents after a nearly two-year investigation. Both face charges of 
knowingly trafficking counterfeit merchandise.  Agents have seized more than 70 of the air bags. 
 
10/24/12 
11:06am 
Scott Ryan 
Emergency Prep Class To Be Held 
Severe weather, flooding, even zombie attacks.  The Federal Emergency Management Agency 
is hosting an all-encompassing emergency preparedness class at six tonight at the Grosse 
Pointe Woods Community Center.  The free class is open to anyone 15 or older.  Show up 
dressed like a zombie and compete for prizes. 
 
10/29/12 
7:23pm 
Jon Hewett 
Emergency Landing In Grand Rapids 
An engine problem forced a Delta Air Lines jetliner bound from Minneapolis to Detroit with 95 
passengers aboard to make an emergency landing in Grand Rapids this afternoon.  The flight 
crew reported the problem about 1:40 p.m. EDT and landed safely about 10 minutes later... at 
Gerald Ford Airport in Kent County's Cascade Township. 
 
11/2/12 
10:33am 
Chrystal Knight 
Homeland Security Agents Patrol After Hurricane 
Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano and FEMA Deputy Administrator Richard Serino 
are to tour the New York City borough of Staten Island today. Residents there feel the city, state 
and federal governments have left them out of the Hurricane Sandy recovery effort.  19 of the 
hurricane's reported deaths occurred on Staten Island--including two toddlers swept from their 
mother's arms by the storm surge. 
 
12/15/12 
9:05am 
Chrystal Knight 
Local Police Agencies Review Security Plans 
Following the school shooting in Newtown, Connecticutt, Macomb County Sheriff Tony 
Wickersham talked about how law enforcement can help prevent tragedies like the one in 
Connecticut from occurring. He says schools in his community work closely with police to carry 
out emergency preparedness plans. 
 
12/19/12 
1:13pm 
Chrystal Knight 
Michigan Must Improve Emergency Prep 
According to a report released today about health emergency preparedness -- Michigan has 
some work to do. But Michigan is in good company.  According to the 10th annual "Ready or 
Not" 2012 report -- the Great Lakes State scores a 5 out of 10 -- pretty much equal with the rest 
of the country. 



12/30/12 
11:12am 
Rob Sanford 
Prepping for a Health Emergency 
A new report suggests Michigan could do better in its efforts to prepare for a health emergency.  
It was called the "Ready or Not" report, done by a group called the Trust for America's Health. 
Paul Kuehnert of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation believes Michigan needs to step up it's 
health emergency preparedness efforts. Kuehnert blames the problem in part to cuts in public 
health budgets in recent years. 
 
 
LABOR/WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 
10/1/12 
3:07pm 
Pat Sweeting 
Dozens of Companies Look For Workers at Job Fair 
More than four-thousand tech jobs are up for grabs today at the Suburban Collection Showplace 
in Novi.  It's the annual "Engineering Society of Detroit" Fall Job Fair. Companies include Altair, 
Denso, Chrysler, DTE, ITT, Magna and more. Skills sought include artchitecture, and a bunch of 
different types of engineering from chemical to civil to biomedical to environmental. 
 
10/2/12 
5:11am 
Scott Ryan 
Automaker To Move Headquarters, Jobs to Michigan 
A startup automaker that snagged 50-million dollars in Energy Department loans is moving its 
headquarters to Michigan.  The Vehicle Production Group L-L-C makes the wheelchair-
accessible M-V-One, and the company is moving from southern Florida to Allen Park inside the 
Roush Enterprises site.  150 employees already work there--another 50 will be moving in.  The 
specialty vans are sold at 84 dealerships in the U-S, including two in Michigan. 
 
10/7/12 
6:34am 
Newsroom 
Hamtramck Firefighters Facing Layoffs 
Nearly half of Hamtramck's firefighters will be laid off at noon today.  That's according to the 
department's union, which says the move is being done to cut costs.  12 of the city's 27 
firefighters will be pink-slipped.  The Detroit Free Press says the cuts were planned for last 
month, but were postponed in hopes of getting a federal grant.  The city has said it would only 
take the one-point-two-five million dollar grant if firefighters took concessions. 
 
10/28/12 
7:33am 
Ron Dewey 
Michigan Economy Improves 
Michigan’s economy is doing better than the nation as a whole, according to a federal reserve 
economist speaking in Dearborn recently.  Paul Traub says that is due in no small part to the 
resurgence in the domestic auto industry.  Traub says income and hiring levels are also 
improving.  
 



11/2/12 
10:32am 
Greg Bowman 
Labor Dept Says Employers Added Jobs in October 
News on the economy today.  U.S. employers added 171 thousand jobs last month and hiring 
was stronger over the past two months  than first thought. WWJ and Fox Two Business Editor 
Murray Feldman says the numbers were a little better than expected.   
 
11/11/12 
2:32pm 
Newsroom 
Skilled Workers Needed 
Looking for a job and can't find one?  You may want to consider changing careers.  U-S 
manufacturers say they can't find enough skilled labor so hundreds of thousands of jobs are 
going unfilled.  Some of those jobs pay up to 60-thousand-dollars a year 
 
11/28/12 
9:22am 
Matt Roush 
Comcast Needs More Workers 
So many Metro Detroiters are calling "1-800-X-Finity" for T-V and other services that Comcast 
needs to fill more than 100 new jobs.  The cable TV, phone and Internet access provider is 
hiring in customer account executive, tech support and sales positions at Comcast offices in 
Ann Arbor, Plymouth and Sterling Heights. 
 
11/29/12 
5:22am 
Matt Roush 
MEDC Appproves New Projects 
The Michigan Economic Development Corporation has approved 3 brownfield work plans, along 
with incentives to 4 companies planning expansions in the state. The projects are expected to 
add 400 new jobs.  Included are redevelopments of contaminated property in Ann Arbor, more 
Harbortown apartments in Detroit and a new Ann Arbor branch office of a California-based 
engineering services company founded by two University of Michigan graduates 
 
12/06/12 
6:23am 
Matt Roush 
Job Growth Slows in SE Michigan 
Comerica Bank’s Southeast Michigan economy-trackers report that local job growth is slowing 
down.  The reason is that auto employment growth is leveling off, housing prices are firming up 
and construction is picking up.   
 
12/10/12 
6:32am 
Tim Skubick 
Right To Work Opponents Gear Up For Rally 
Unions are gearing for a large protest over the "right to work"   legislation approved in the 
Michigan House and Senate.   They spent the weekend putting together civil disobedience 
training and getting phone banks staffed in preparation for tomorrow's rally. 
 



12/12/12 
6:12am 
Rob Sanford 
Truckers Needed 
Looking for a job in a growing industry?  The American Trucking Association estimates there is 
a current need for 20-25-thousand long distance truck drivers.  Experts say a rookie could make 
between 38-thousand and 44-thousand dollar a year.   
 
12/27/12 
6:10am 
Rob Sanford 
Wayne State University Contract Talks Extended 
The labor contract between Wayne State's faculty and the school has been extended several 
times since it expired --but it appears patience is wearing thin. The unions representing the 
academic staff at Wayne State University is hinting they could decide to strike next month. The 
membership voted to give their leadership the okay to call for a work stoppage if they feel no 
progress is being made. The contract expired some time ago...but there has been several 
extensions...including the latest one that runs to February 17th 
 
12/31/12 
7:11am 
Rob Sanford 
Job Growth Expected In 2013 
As economists look ahead to 2013 -- some are saying Michigan will see continued job growth. 
Between the years of 2001 to 2010....Michigan lost more than 800,000 jobs...but even with an 
improving employment picture...it will still be a long time for a full restoration. Michigan State 
economics professor Charles Ballard says he expects job growth in the coming year should be 
in the range of 50,000...added to the 120,000 created in the past 2 years in the state. 
 
 
RACE RELATIONS 
 
10/7/12 
6:33am 
Newsroom 
Supreme Court Revisits Race in College Admissions 
The Supreme Court this week will revisit the issue of using race in college admissions and a 
new report suggests it's not needed to achieve diversity on campus. 
 
10/10/12 
11:22am 
Newsroom 
Supreme Court To Take Up Affirmative Action 
Hundreds of people are gathered in front of the Supreme Court, hoping to be in the courtroom 
when the justices take up affirmative action today. Among them is The Rev. Jesse Jackson. The 
court will hear arguments over a University of Texas program that uses race as a factor in a 
quarter of its incoming classes. 
 



10/10/12 
5:10pm 
Zahra Huber 
Rally Supporting Affirmative Action Policy 
The U.S. Supreme Court, today, hears oral arguments in the case that deals with the question 
of whether race should be a factor when considering student admissions. At University of 
Michigan, members of the Midwest Black Law Students Association held a "Day of Action for 
Opportunity" rally supporting the affirmative action policy. Regional Chair Aisha Smith believes 
race should still be considered. 
 
10/13/12 
5:10pm 
Chrystal Knight 
NAACP Educating Voters 
Getting people out to the polls and educating them about the issues on the ballot -- that was the 
focus of a series of forums going on today in Detroit. The UAW, NAACP Detroit Chapter and 
AFSCME are just a few of the community organizations that sponsored the forums. 
 
10/14/12 
12:30pm 
Beth Fisher 
Walk Focuses on Diversity, Race Relations 
Celebrating diversity to make a difference.  That's the aim of Focus Hope's annual walk, held for 
the 38th year in Detroit today.  Co-founders Eleanor Josaitis and Father William Cunningham 
started the annual WALK to celebrate diversity in our community and to take a strong stand 
against racial division.  
 
11/6/12 
11:34pm 
Bob Mundie 
Lawsuit Pushes Right To Vote 
Some confusion in Detroit as the NAACP told voters to "stay in line and vote" even though the 
polls closed at 8 p.m.  Organization leaders say the long lines and long ballot caused delays 
and no voters should be discouraged from voting. After meeting with the people who run the 
elections in Detroit, the NAACP said it reached an agreement with the city to allow all of those 
voters in line at 8 o'clock to cast their ballots. Some people waited three and four hours to vote. 
 
11/9/12 
6:22am 
Rob Sanford 
Racial Slur Found in Mt Clemens 
A racial slur spray painted on a sign in front of Mt Clemens church is now being investigated by 
the FBI.  The slur was painted on the back of a sign at Divine Restoration Ministries in Mount 
Clemens on election day. Black spray paint spelled out the N-word, followed by the word 
"babies" on the brick work of the sign in question. The Macomb County Sheriff's Office is being 
joined by the FBI to see if it's the work of a vandal, or something more sinister.  
 
11/9/12 
4:41pm 
Newsroom 
High Court to Hear Challenge to Voting Rights Act 
Just days after the presidential election, the Supreme Court announcing it will hear a 
constitutional challenge to part of the landmark Votings Right Act... the government's primary 
weapon against racial discrimination at polling places since the 1960s. 



 
11/10/12 
9:06am 
Vickie Thomas 
Worker: Race Holding Detroit Back 
The biggest stumbling block to Detroit's recovery.  One participant in the Challenge Detroit effort 
says it's not politics or money--its race.   
 
11/19/12 
2:33pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Royal Oak Considers Ban on Discrimination 
The Royal Oak City Commission tonight will vote on whether to adopt an ordinance that would 
ban discrimination based on sexual orientation.  It's being proposed by Commissioner Jim 
Rasor.  In 2001, voters rejected a similar ordinance, but Rasor says he thinks attitudes since 
then have drastically changed. 
 
11/29/12 
4:07pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Michigan AG Seeks Ruling on Race and Admissions 
Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette asked the Supreme Court to intervene in a lawsuit over 
race.  Schuette wants the court to consider whether the University of Michigan and other 
colleges can use race as a preference in college admissions.  
 
11/30/12 
3:06pm 
Newsroom 
Affirmative Action Ban Declared Unconstitutional 
A federal appeals court is temporarily staying its declaration that Michigan’s ban on affirmative 
action in college admissions is unconstitutional.  This comes after state attorney general Bill 
Schuette appealed the ruling to the US Supreme Court.  
 
12/10/12 
4:34pm 
Newsroom 
Report Details Racism 
A new report details hidden deaths and apparent racism at a now defunct Florida reform school 
for boys. 
 
12/12/12 
1:07pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Hate Crimes Drop Across Nation 
New numbers from the FBI show a drop in hate crimes across the nation.  The FBI reports 62-
hundred incidents in 2011, down from over 66-hundred in 2010.  Equality Michigan spokesman 
Gregory Varnum says the numbers don’t tell the story for gays in Michigan.  
 



12/12/12 
7:30pm 
Newsroom 
University Application Includes Questions on Gender Identity 
The University of Iowa has become the nation's first public university to include optional 
questions about sexual orientation and gender identity on its admissions application. The 
application also offers transgender as a gender option.  University officials say the move sends 
a strong signal that that they value the diversity that gay and lesbian students bring to campus. 
They say knowing some students' sexual orientations will allow them to track their enrollment 
and retention rates and promote programs that might improve their social and academic 
success. 
 
 
REGIONAL REVITALIZATION 
 
10/7/12 
10:10am 
Newsroom 
Manufacturing Site Turned into Education Center 
Michigan Governor Rick Snyder has launched the remake of a neglected manufacturing site into 
an adventure and education center.  The 12.8 million dollar transformation of Detroit’s Globe 
Trade Company complex will ultimately include a climbing wall, kayaking simulator and 
demonstrations on Michigan history. 
 
10/9/12 
3:06pm 
Jeff Gilbert 
Grand Prix Race Track Improvements 
Organizers of the Detroit Grand Prix say the repairs they are wrapping up on Belle Isle now will 
mean a racetrack that's ready to go for next year's race. 
 
10/28/12 
7:33am 
Ron Dewey 
Michigan Economy Improves 
Michigan’s economy is doing better than the nation as a whole, according to a federal reserve 
economist speaking in Dearborn recently.  Paul Traub says that is due in no small part to the 
resurgence in the domestic auto industry.  Traub says income and hiring levels are also 
improving.   
 
10/31/12 
11:05am 
Vickie Thomas 
Hospital Merger in the Works 
Beaumont Hospital and Henry Ford will be merging operations.  They will be led by one CEO 
and will keep their hospital names.   
 



11/15/12 
2:05pm 
Florence Walton 
Detroit Mayor Announces New Development 
Demolition of Detroit's Brewster-Douglass housing projects is expected to begin in the coming 
months. Mayor Bing announced today the city has been awarded a federal grant to tear down 
the remaining towers. The 18.5 acre site which is adjacent to Brush Park and Eastern Market 
has long been vacant. The plan is to re-develop the site. 
 
11/29/12 
6:22am 
Matt Roush 
Bio-Tech Company Expanding Operations 
A bio-tech company that began as a UM research project is raised another 11-million dollars to 
expand its operation.  The money will be used to advance the company’s treatment of cold 
sores and cystic fibrosis. 
 
11/30/12 
5:33pm 
Kathryn Larson 
Research Labs Planned for Michigan 
The federal government is investing 120-million dollars to create two new battery research labs.  
One will be at the University of Michigan.  Senator Debbie Stabenow says the five year 
investment will hopefully spur new companies and creations.   
 
12/26/12 
10:33am 
Ron Dewey 
Michigan Science Center Re-Opens 
The Detroit Science Center has re-opened today and is now called the Michigan Science 
Center. After financial difficulties forced its closure in September 2011, the center was re-
organized and received over $5 million dollars in support in corporate and private contributions.  
The Michigan Science Center will have outreach programs throughout the state, with emphasis 
on health and education. 
 
12/26/12 
11:34am 
Brian Larsen 
Detroit Home Prices Increase 
Major city home prices -- including here in metro Detroit -- are moving higher. Standard & Poor's 
Case-Shiller index shows prices in 18 of 20 cities rose sharply. In Detroit, home prices for 
October 2012 were up 12-percent from the year prior. 
 
12/27/12 
1:04pm 
Tim Skubick 
Governor Signs Emergency Manager Law 
Governor Rick Snyder put a new emergency-manager law on the books in Michigan today -- 
weeks after voters repealed a version that gave sweeping powers to a single person to overhaul 
financially distressed communities.  But WWJ Lansing Bureau Chief Tim Skubick says the 
Governor signed the bill so that cities and school districts that are in financial trouble receive this 
assistance. 
 
 



12/30/12 
6:07am 
Ron Dewey 
Mayor Bing Seeks Help From Private Business 
Detroit Mayor Dave Bing hoping more of the private sector will step forward to help the city's 
public safety and recreation projects. The Mayor's Active and Safety Campaign wants to 
generate $50 million dollars over three years to keep those programs operating. 
Proceeds would help provide equipment for police and fire and for recreatin center programs. 
 
 
TRANSPORTATION/LOGISTICS 
 
10/1/12 
3:06pm 
Florence Walton 
Debate Concerns Towing and Storage in Detroit 
Detroit is in the process of overhauling its police-authorized towing operation.  Mayor Bing’s 
appointee says the city’s municipal parking department should take over the storage of vehicles, 
but some are worried the idea may put businesses out of work.  
 
10/5/12 
5:33am 
Roberta Jasina 
Hackel Supports New Bridge Plan 
Macomb County executive Mark Hackel is among those who are supporting a second bridge 
from Detroit to Canada.  However, current Ambassador Bridge owner Matty Maroun has just 
released a report saying Michigan will eventually end up paying for the bridge.   
 
10/5/12 
3:05pm 
Jeff Gilbert 
Feds Look Into Ford SUVs 
The federal government is going to look into possible throttle problems with older model Ford 
Escapes.  The vehicle is the same model that has already been recalled for unrelated issues.   
 
10/6/12 
11:06am 
Brian Larsen 
Drivers Warned To Look Out For Deer 
The Michigan Deer Crash Coalition is again reminding drivers to not Veer for Deer.  The 
coalition says the two most dangerous months for vehicle-deer crashes are October and 
November.   
 
10/6/12 
2:32pm 
Jeff Gilbert 
Recalls Involving Automakers 
There are a couple of recalls for drivers to be aware of this day.  Chrysler is recalling over 44-
thousand Ram 1500 and Dodge Dakota trucks from the 2009-2010 model years because of 
issues that could pop up with the axle.  Hyundai is recalling CR-V crossovers because of a 
possible fire issue.  
 
 



10/30/12 
6:05am 
Ron Dewey 
Superstorm Sandy Affecting Travel 
Metro Airport could get busier as the day goes on as travelers delayed because of Superstorm 
Sandy begin to make their way to their eastward destination.  There are cancelled flights to and 
from Toronto, Montreal, New York and Cleveland.  
 
10/30/12 
7:12am 
Jeff Gilbert 
Consumer Reports Out With Reliability Study 
GM saw improvements in the latest Consumer Reports reliability study, however Chrysler 
slipped and Ford fell to next-to-last.  Ford was dragged down by complaints about the “My Ford 
Touch” system.   
 
10/31/12 
9:12am 
Kathryn Larson 
New Bridge is the Focus of Ballot Proposal 
In a week, Michigan voters will check yes or no on Proposal 6, a ballot initiative that would mean 
a public vote on a new international bridge crossing.  However, Canada says a new bridge is 
already a done deal and plans are moving forward.  
 
11/27/12 
12:06pm 
Mike Campbell 
Transit Center Groundbreaking in Troy 
A groundbreaking in Troy for a new transit center.  The facility off Coolidge and 15 Mile Road 
will serve as a hub for a new high-speed Amtrak train.   
 
11/27/12 
11:33am 
Ron Dewey 
Telegraph Road Work Wraps Up 
Downriver commuters and business owners are celebrating the end of the Telegraph Road 
makeover that had them dodging barrels and multi-mile traffic jams over the past year.   
 
11/29/12 
6:04am 
Ron Dewey 
Truck Slams into Median Wall 
A huge wreck leads to the closure of I-94 in Detroit after a truck driver fell asleep and crashed 
into a rail bridge near Livernois.  There were several other cars involved in the wreck.   
 
12/1/12 
6:06pm 
Paul Snider 
Ford Recalling SUV’s 
Ford is recalling 89-thousand 2013 Escape small SUV’s and Fusion sedans because there’s the 
possibility the engines can overheat and catch fire.  The vehicles are equipped with 1.6 liter 
engines and were sold in the US and Canada.  
 
 



12/6/12 
7:12pm 
Gary Lundy 
Transit Authority Approved by Lawmakers 
The Michigan House has followed the footsteps of the Senate and approved the creation of an 
authority for public transportation in Detroit.  The House voted 57-50 to establish the authority 
for Oakland, Macomb, Washtenaw and Wayne Counties.  
 
12/12/12 
10:34am 
Pat Sweeting 
A Deal for Delta Airlines 
Delta Airlines is purchasing a 49-percent share of Virgin Atlantic Airlines.  The carriers’ top 
executives announced the joint venture in New York.  Delta CEO Richard Anderson says the 
deal is worth 360-million dollars.  The deal is expected to help Delta expand its flights to 
different cities. 
 
12/12/12 
6:12am 
Rob Sanford 
Truckers Needed 
Looking for a job in a growing industry?  The American Trucking Association estimates there is 
a current need for 20-25-thousand long distance truck drivers.  Experts say a rookie could make 
between 38-thousand and 44-thousand dollar a year.   
 
12/25/12 
7:07pm 
Newsroom 
MDOT Releases Video on Distracted Driving 
The Michigan Department of Transportation has released a new YouTube video on distracted 
driving. Titled "Distracted driver crashes and goes to jail" -- it shows some of the consequences 
motorists can face if they engage in distracted driving. M-DOT hopes it will help raise 
awareness and change driving habits to improve roadway safety. Just over three-thousand 
people were killed in 2010 in crashes involving a distracted driver. 
 
12/27/12 
8:08am 
Ron Dewey 
Snowstorm Delays Flights 
Lots of snow meant lots of canceled or delayed flights to and from Metro Airport...there were 
about 30 arrivals and departures scratched from the Delta board at McNamara terminal. 
 
12/28/12 
6:10am 
Ron Dewey 
Plenty of Roadwork Planned In 2013 
In Macomb County, 2013 will be the Year of the Orange Barrel. MDOT's Rob Morosi says they 
have projects involving Macomb County's state trunk lines. The projects will be on I-94 from 
Saint Clair Shores toward Roseville, and one last section of I-94 from Griswald to Lapeer Road 
outside Port Huron, including the I-69 interchange.   
 
 
 
 



WWJ Community Outreach Events 
 

 
10/25/12 

Meet the candidates at Lawrence Technological University.  WWJ Tech Editor Matt Roush and 
Talkradio 1270 host Doc Thompson took questions from the audience and asked questions to 
several local, state and federal candidates as well as supporters and opponents of ballot 
proposals.       
 
11/29/12 
The Future of Health Care Discussion.  WWJ Newsradio 950 Technology Editor Matt Roush 
and a panel of experts were at Lawrence Technological University for a discussion on upcoming 
changes to health care now that the election is over.  Panelists included Mark S. Kopson, from 
Plunkett Cooney law firm, Dr. Paul LaCasse, CEO of Botsford Health Care and Conrad Mallett, 
Jr. - Chief Administration Officer, Detroit Medical Center.  
 
 



WWJ Regularly Scheduled Features 
 

Made in Michigan 
 
10/3/12 
THE MITT RESTAURANT, Mt. Clemens Michigan. Owner Kenny Leonard talks about his 
Michigan themed restaurant from the decor to the food. 
  
10/10/12 
ALL USA CLOTHING, Sylvan Lake, Michigan.  Owner Michael Zerkle, says his company makes 
all USA clothing for company's who want to outfit their employees in uniforms. 
 
10/15/12 
KATHLEEN'S COOKIES, Novi, Michigan.  Kathleen McCay started her company after the 
coffee shop where her son was working lost its source for cookies. 
  
10/24/12 
HIGHER GROUNDS COFFEE COMPANY, Traverse City Michigan.  Founder Chris Sueter 
produces 100% Fair Trade Coffee roasted to order. 
  
10/31/12 
STRYDECK FOODS, Hamtramck Michigan.  Owner Rodney Strodeck says the company his 
great grandparents founded is the largest producer of fresh polish food in the state. 
  
11/14/12 
VOLLWORTHS MEATS, Hancock Michigan.  Company founded 90 years ago in the upper 
Peninsula. 
  
11/21/12 
DETROIT MERCANTILE, Detroit Michigan.  Owner Robert Jamison talks about the store's stock 
of all Michigan and Detroit memorabilia and gifts. 
  
11/28/12 
MARTINS SHOE HOUSE, Monroe, Michigan.  Founded 166 years ago, currently run by Greg 
Martin. General George Custer one of the first customers of this store. 
  
12/5/12 
TRUENS CHOCOLATES, Detroit.  Founded in 1929, currently owned by Mark Truens. 
  
12/19/12 
UP PASTY COMPANY.  Owner, Kim Kelp uses an original 1800's recipe to produce 10 
thousand pasties a week. 
12/22/12 
DAKOTA INN - RATHSKELLER Detroit, Michigan. 80 year old traditional German Biergarten on 
Detroit's west side.    
 
   
Difference Maker in The Community 
  
10/29/12 
STAR SIBERT, Girl Scout leader from White Lake.  Leader 12 years. 
  
 



11/26/12 
CHRIS HUCK, Troy Police officer Saved family from a house fire. 
  
12/29/12 
JEANNE FOWLER, Founder of Big Family Michigan. Founded support group for foster children 
and a foster child advocate.   
 
 
Detroit Job Desk 
 
10/6/12 
Prepare a list of possible interview questions (a quick online search will give you ideas!) and 
write out answers so you’ll be better prepared. 

10/7/12 
With the average resume getting a 10 second read, hired my way.com has a few suggestions 
for making you stand out as a prospective candidate 
 
10/13/12 
Use the web to research companies before you apply, when you are preparing to interview and 
before you accept a job. 
 
10/14/12 
Use All Your Resources – hiredMYway.com lets you upload a traditional resume, fill out a profile 
and make a video. Do it all. Any one of these could snag an employer’s attention, and the 
combination will show that you are serious about your job search 
 
10/20/12 
Some people think it won’t be long before online profiles and video resumes will be the norm.  
Hired My Way.com says the cool thing about a video resume is that it never stops working for 
you. 
 
10/21/12 
While your credentials may get you in the door, the way you carry yourself greatly impacts the 
employer’s perception of you. Your body language is key 
 
10/27/12 
Use All Your Resources – hiredMYway.com lets you upload a traditional resume, fill out a profile 
and make a video. Do it all. Any one of these could snag an employer’s attention, and the 
combination will show that you are serious about your job search 
 
10/28/12 
With the average resume getting a 10 second read, hired my way.com has a few suggestions 
for making you stand out as a prospective candidate 
 
11/3/12 
If you are looking to reenter the workforce after time away, tell employers what you have done in 
that time that adds to your value as an employee. Did you learn a new skill or take time to work 
on a personal project? 
 
11/4/12 
How to turn a holiday hire into a permanent job.  
 



11/10/12 
Every time you apply, tailor you resume to that specific job, company and career field.  
 
11/11/12 
Make sure your Facebook timeline tells the right story to potential employers, Could be a 
valuable online resume. Clean it up.  
 
11/17/12 
Career Focus Consulting is hiring for two positions in sales – a Financial Consultant and an 
Independent Insurance Agent. Mango Languages wants to fill four positions, including a 
Software Team Manager and a Client Care Specialist.    
 
11/18/12 
In a job interview, you may have to address a question you're just not comfortable with. If an 
interviewer asks about a time you made poor decisions at work, honestly acknowledge a 
project that didn’t go as well as you had hoped. Don’t evade the question 
 
11/24/12 
Keep your skills fresh by taking online or community college courses if you have been out of 
practice for a while.  
 
11/25/12 
University of Michigan economists say Manufacturing has led the current recovery following a 
decade of declining employment. And it looks like we'll stay the course. 
 
12/18/12 
CNN Money and payscale.com went to work to compile a list of the best new jobs, but be 
forewarned competition in these careers can be fierce. #1 on the list...video game designer 
 
12/2/12 
CNN Money and payscale.com put together a list based on projected growth, great pay and 
satisfying work. #1--biomedical engineer. 
 
12/8/12 
University of Michigan economists say Manufacturing has led the current recovery following a 
decade of declining employment. And it looks like we'll stay the course. 
 
12/9/12 
How to turn a holiday hire into a permanent job.  
 
12/15/12 
In a job interview, you may have to address a question you're just not comfortable with. If an 
interviewer asks about a time you made poor decisions at work, honestly acknowledge a 
project that didn’t go as well as you had hoped. 
 
12/16/12 
The money and career experts who write for US news.com say before you ask for the bonus or 
raise, have all your ducks in a row. 
 
12/22/12 
CNN Money and payscale.com went to work to compile a list of the best new jobs, but be 
forewarned competition in these careers can be fierce. #1 on the list...video game designer 
 
 



12/23/12 
CNN Money and payscale.com put together a list based on projected growth, great pay and 
satisfying work. #1--biomedical engineer. 
 
12/29/12 
Some people think it won’t be long before online profiles and video resumes will be the norm.  
Hired My Way.com says the cool thing about a video resume is that it never stops working. 
 
12/30/12 
While your credentials may get you in the door, the way you carry yourself greatly impacts the 
employer’s perception of you. Your body language is key. 
 
 
Making the Grade 
 
10/2/12 
Macomb County students will be rocking the vote.  Utica Eisenhower High School senior 
Lorenzo Santavica, one of the organizers of the Rock the Vote rally at the school.  He says even 
though the students are young, they still care about what is going in the country and want to 
make a difference.  He says it’s unfortunate that young people care more about lining up all 
night waiting for a new iPhone than registering to vote.  Santavica says many decisions made in 
Washington will impact the lives of young people who are now 18 and voting for the first time. 
 
10/4/12 
School districts in Southeast Michigan aren’t just counting students in the physical classroom. 
They are also seeing an increase in the virtual world.   Avondale School Superintendent George 
Heitsch says they have had an online “virtual” high school for the last few years, and they’ve 
seen enrollment double to 50 students this year. He says it’s not the best option for everyone, 
but it works well for students and families who need more flexibility in their schedules.   
 
10/9/12 
Have Detroit Public Schools finally turned the corner?  DPS Emergency Manager Roy Roberts 
says if you look at attendance and academics and other key measurements, the district has 
edged up a bit this school year.  He says you can see evidence of that turnaround, with one 
thousand students who have enrolled in the DPS from outside the district. Roberts says the 
district now needs more stability and more parental and business involvement. 
 
10/11/12 
A local college student is graduating debt-free from college.  University of Michigan Grad., 
student, Gia Tollentino. She is one of four finalists in the web-tv show “So You Think You Can 
Finance.”  She won the one thousand dollar grant after an on-line vote. Tollentino says she has 
been working and has been financially independent since she was 16.   
 
10/16/12 
Getting more students into STEM.   Sherry Marshall of the General Motors Foundation  says the 
group is awarding  11 hundred Buick Achiever Scholarships worth more than four million dollars 
to students going into Stem fields, Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.   She says 
almost half of the scholarships are going to students who are the first in their families to attend 
college.  
 
 
 
 



10/18/12 
Making schools bully-free.  October is bully prevention month in Michigan and across the 
country.  Becky Pringle of the National Education Association says they have identified bully 
“Hot zones” in schools, where bullying is most likely to occur.  Those include the cafeteria, 
school buses, hallways and playgrounds.  The NEA is working with local school districts to get 
more people in those areas to be on the lookout for and prevent bullying.  
 
10/23/12 
Another brick from the wall, helping to raise money for the Detroit Public Schools.  Erica 
Sanders of the DPS Alumni Foundation says they are adding King, McKenzie, and Mumford 
High Schools to their commemorative brick program. You can get the bricks in bronze, silver, or 
gold.  Sanders says a number of famous alumni have already purchased bricks from their old 
schools. 
 
10/25/12 
Helping students in Metro Detroit aspire, achieve, and realize their dreams. Shawn Hill of the 
Detroit YMCA Leadership Academy says the Y is adding more schools in Detroit.  She says 
they have added a second elementary school in Detroit, and next fall, they will open  a new high 
school for 9th graders. They will eventually be open to 9 through 12th graders.  And enrollment 
is up this year. 
 
10/30/12 
Teaching students a lesson that could save their lives.  MADD Michigan Executive Director 
Sherry McGhee says drinking and driving claims about six thousand lives a year.  And underage 
drinking claims more victims than all illegal drugs combined.  She says they have just put out a 
new booklet called the “411 On Teen Drinking,” which provides information about the dangers of 
drinking and driving, how to talk to your parents about drinking, and how to resist peer pressure.  
 
11/1/12 
Some very timely research going on at the University of Michigan.  U-M President Mary Sue 
Coleman says  the university has just gotten a grant to study hurricanes.  And that’s particularly 
important now that the east coast is feeling the impact of Hurricane Sandy.  In almost every 
area, Coleman says the University is flourishing.  And this is an opportunity to remind people 
what the school is doing.  Coleman says the University has a huge commitment to the arts, 
humanities and science. 
 
11/6/12 
Honoring local high school students for helping to give life.  Madison Fullmer is a senior Henry 
Ford High School in the Utica School District.  Madison and her classmates have just been 
honored by the Red Cross for having the most successful blood drives in Southeast Michigan.  
Madison says her grandfather, who passed away a few years ago, had a blood disorder.  And 
because of the Red Cross, he was able to visit family and friends one last time before he died.  
And she says that’s why she got involved in the Red Cross Blood Drives.  Maria Rosenthal is 
another senior at Henry Ford Two. She says the projects are a big success because they have 
posters and other promotions to get students involved. 
 
11/8/12 
A real life teacher whose story was made into a Hollywood movie is helping students learn the 
“Write Stuff.”  Erin Gruwell ‘s story of teaching 150 kids from the inner city of Long Beach, 
California was made into the movie “The Freedom Writers,” with Hillary Swank.   She says all 
150 kids graduated and went on to college. She now is working with teachers in Michigan and 
across the country, helping kids to write down and share their own stories.  She was the 
keynote speaker at the Michigan Charter School conference in Detroit. Michele 
VanDerKerkhove is Executive Administrator of Utica Community Schools 



 
11/13/12 
A Macomb County School district is making a Chinese Connection.   Michele VanDerKerkhove 
is Executive Administrator of Utica Community Schools. She says three educators from China 
are in town, touring the District.  They are visiting the Utica Academy for International Studies, 
and the Oakbrook Elementary Mandarin Immersion Language Program.  They are comparing 
the educational goals and initiatives of the district with the programs in China. 
 
11/15/12 
Local students are pitching in to help victims of Hurricane Sandy.  Plymouth-Canton Schools 
National Honor Society Advisor Beth Savalox says the goal of the program is to collect cleaning 
supplies and other materials to send east to help Hurricane Victims.  She says they want to 
deliver 500 buckets by Thanksgiving.  Simita Vasai is a senior at Plymouth High and a member 
of the NHS, who says kids are passionate about the effort and feel more connected because it 
is closer to home than international relief efforts in other countries. 
 
11/20/12 
These Detroit High School students hope to become the doctors of tomorrow.  Detroit Cass 
Tech High School Junior Jordan Gregory, one of the students who toured the University of 
Michigan Medical School, as part of involved a year-long effort to get people interested in a 
career in the medical field.  Lisa Phillips is principal at Cass Tech.  She says students in the 9th, 
10th and 11th grades have mentors to help them succeed and get into a good college.   Cody 
Boyce is a 9th grader at Cass Tech.   She says kids in the program learned to take blood 
pressure, pulse and other important health checks. 
 
11/22/12 
Good news for people in Michigan trying to save for their child’s education.   Fees are going 
down an average 26 per cent for the Michigan Education Savings Program.  MESP Director 
Randy Brady says that means more of your money will go toward your investment and less to 
fees and administrative expenses.  And he says it’s never too late to start saving for your child’s 
college expenses, even if they are in high school.  
 
11/27/12 
Looking for more students who are talented and gifted. Amy Bell is Principal at Miller 
Elementary School in Plymouth Canton Schools, where part of the district’s TAG Program—for 
Talented and Gifted—is located.  How do you know if your child is gifted?  Bell says the best 
place to start is with the child’s teacher.   Plymouth Canton is accepting applications for the 
program for next year. Students must resident in Wayne County. 
 
11/29/12 
Giving students a Head Start to fight childhood obesity.  Darlene Zimny is Executive Director of 
Great Start Collaborative Oakland.  She says when kids start with healthy eating habits and 
exercise when they are young, it is easier to avoid problems later in life.  She says the focus of 
their effort is to promote healthy habits in kids from age birth to five years old. 
 
12/4/12 
Students in this Macomb County school will get a real kick out of this.  Detroit Lions players are 
visiting Jack Harvey Elementary in the Utica Community Schools to announce a ten thousand 
dollar NFL grant from the school.  Harvey Principal Nick Russo says the grant will help the 
school to meet its goal of getting at least 60 minutes of physical activity per day.  Health Team 
has a walking and a get active club that keeps the kids active even during the winter months. 
 
 
 



12/6/12 
A big honor for a local superintendent.  Southfield Schools Superintendent Wanda Cook-
Robinson has just been named 2013 superintendent of the year by the Michigan Association of 
School Administrators.  She says this award means a lot to her because it was voted on by her 
peers.  
 
12/13/12 
An American Idol is coming home to Michigan to get more kids turned on to music.  2009 
American Idol Finalist Matt Giraud is working with choirs, bands and the arts academy in the 
Plymouth Community Schools. His advice to students, keep singing and playing their 
instruments to perfect their craft.  He’ll return to Plymouth Canton in February to perform with 
the students. 
 
12/20/12 
Big changes are coming for Michigan’s Community Colleges.  Students attending Community 
Colleges typically earn a two year associate’s degree. Now, under new Michigan law, they’ll be 
able to attend a Bachelor’s Degree in some areas.   But Oakland Community College 
Chancellor Timothy Myer says the school has no plans to offer Bachelor’s Degrees right now.  
He says OCC students can already become a Registered Nurse with a two year degree. And he 
says OCC is a real bargain for students, at 70 dollars per credit hour. 
 
12/25/12 
Preparing the next generation of lawyers at Wayne State University.  Jocelyn Benson has just 
been named the new Dean at Wayne State’s Law School.   She says her goal is to prepare 
lawyers for more non- traditional roles in the future.  She wants Wayne State to become one of 
the top legal institutions in the country. 
 
 
Car Chronicles 
 
10/1/12 
We talk with Tony Posawatz, CEO of electric carmaker Fisker about the future of electric 
vehicles. 
 
10/2/12 
Lexus sales manager Tim Morrison talks about their new high end vehicle, the Lexus LS. 
 
10/3/12 
Lots of excitement about coming car sales.  We talk with Truecar.com analyst Jesse Toprak. 
 
10/4/12 
Ford starts ad campaign for C-Max hybrid.   We talk with marketing communications manager 
Matt Van Dyke. 
 
10/5/12 
We test drive the BMW 3 series 
 
10/9/12 
IHS Automotive Analyst Aaron Bragman talks about improving small car sales. 
 
10/10/12 
We talk with Jayne Harrington of PPG about consumer color preferences. 
 



10/11/12 
Chevy is hoping for better Volt sales.  We talk with marketing manager Christi Landy. 
 
10/12/12 
We test drive Toyota Prius C. 
 
10/15/12 
We take a look at the Gibbs Quadski, aquatic vehicle.  We talk with company founder Alan 
Gibbs. 
 
10/16/12 
Buick updates its Enclave crossover.  We talk with Buick-GMC General Manager Tony DiSalles. 
 
10/19/12 
We test drive the Scion FRS. 
 
10/22/12 
Chevy customizes some small cars.  We talk to Chevrolet Motor Sports chief Jim Campbell. 
 
10/23/12 
We talk with National Automobile Dealers Association President Bill Underriner, who says car 
companies are putting too much pressure on dealers to upgrade facilities. 
 
10/24/12 
Tadge Jeuchter, who’s the Corvette Chief Engineer, talks about the engine that’s going to be in 
the all new Corvette. 
 
10/25/12 
Toyota R and D celebrates important anniversary.  We talk with Bruce  Brownlee, who’s senior 
executive administrator, of the Toyota Technical Center in Washtenaw County. 
 
10/26/12 
We test drive the Hyundai Azera. 
 
10/29/12 
We talk with Jake Fisher, Consumer Reports chief of auto testing about reliability in vehicles. 
 
10/30/12 
We talk with Ford Chief Financial Officer Bob Shanks about government debt, and the impact it 
may have on the U.S. economy. 
 
10/31/12 
GM Chief Financial Officer Dan Amman talks about his experiences in New York during 
hurricane Sandy. 
 
11/1/12 
We hear from Ford Chairman Bill Ford about management changes at the company. 
 
11/2/12 
We test drive the Ford Fusion. 
 
11/5/12 
Toyota has a great third quarter.  We talk with analyst Jim Hall from 2953 Analytics. 
 



11/6/12 
Economist Lacy Plache from Edmunds.com says the election won’t end the economic 
uncertainty. 
 
11/7/12 
We talk with Edmunds.com analyst Michelle Krebs about the demise of Suzuki. 
 
11/8/12 
Ford shows off the factory where it makes the new C-Max hybrid.  We talk with Ford 
manufacturing VP Jim Tetrault. 
 
11/9/12 
We test drive the Acura ILX. 
 
11/12/12 
GM updates its Test Track ride at Disney.  We talk with designer Jeff Millineck. 
 
11/13/12 
We talk with Ford Product Development exec Hau-Thai Tang about their new minivan, the 
Transit Connect Wagon. 
 
11/14/12 
Toyota division GM Bill Fay talks about the brand’s rebound. 
 
11/15/12 
Chrysler CEO Sergio Marchionne says they will defend their minivan turf. 
 
11/16/12 
We test drive the Cadillac ATS. 
 
11/19/12 
We talk with Randy Stevens of Toyota about the all new Avalon big car. 
 
11/20/12 
What’s it like to develop a new Corvette.  We talk with chief engineer Tadge Jeucher 
 
11/21/12 
The future is bright for auto service technicians.  We talk about it with Bill Underrinner, head of 
the National Automobile Dealers Association. 
 
11/22/12 
We preview the LA Auto show with spokesman Brendan Flynn. 
 
11/23/12 
We test drive the new Honda Accord. 
 
11/26/12 
We prepare for the LA Auto Show.  Toyota GM Bill Fay says the California market is important. 
 
11/27/12 
Edmunds.com chief economist Lacy Plache says people are in a car buying mood.   
 
11/28/12 
We look at Ford’s new 3 cylinder EcoBoost engine, and hear from marketing chief Jim Farley. 



11/29/12 
Fiat brand chief Olivier François talks about their new electric vehicle. 
 
11/30/12 
We test drive the new Ram pickup. 
 
12/3/12 
Lincoln upgrades its brand.  We talk with Ford CEO Alan Mulally. 
 
12/4/12 
GM sales manager Kurt McNeil says the industry is ready for a strong close to 2012. 
 
12/5/12 
Problems with Dodge Dart sales?  Dodge CEO Ried Bigland says the vehicle has been good for 
the brand. 
 
12/6/12 
China sales strong for Ford and GM.  We talk about it with analyst Mike Robinet of IHS 
Automotive Consulting. 
 
12/7/12 
We test drive the Nissan Pathfinder. 
 
12/10/12 
Why is president Obama visiting Detroit.   EMU Professor Ed Sidlow says it could help with his 
tax plans. 
 
12/11/12 
We explain why car companies are showing off vehicles before the auto show.  We talk with 
Aaron Bragman of IHS Automotive. 
 
12/12/12 
Finalists announced for North American Car and Truck of Year.  We talk with jurors like Drew 
Winter of Wards and Mark Phelan of the Free Press. 
 
12/13/12 
GM North America President Mark Reuss talks about new pickups. 
 
12/14/12 
We test drive the new Chevy Malibu. 
 
12/17/12 
Ford updates its work vans.  We hear from marketing VP Jim Farley. 
 
12/18/12 
Toyota gets a pretty big fine.  Michelle Krebs of Edmunds.com says it’s a message to the entire 
industry. 
 
12/19/12 
Ford COO Mark Fields says recalls aren’t  hurting the company’s sales. 
 
12/20/12 
We talk with Ram CEO Fred Diaz about their commercial trucks division. 
 



12/21/12 
We test drive the BMW X-1. 
 
12/24/12 
EV sales aren’t up to expectations.  We talk with GM North America President Mark Reuss. 
 
12/25/12 
We talk with Toyota North America CEO Jim Lentz about young buyers. 
 
12/26/12 
We talk with Consumer Reports Chief Auto Tester Jake Fisher about electronic systems in cars. 
 
12/27/12 
Jeep gets ready to go diesel.  We talk with CEO Mike Manley. 
 
12/28/12 
We test drive the Ford C-Max. 
 
12/31/12 
We talk with Bentley board member Kevin Rose about their plans for 2013. 
 
 
Missing in the Metro 
 
10/1/12 
Polly is the mother of 14 year old Debbie Mitchell. Polly adopted Debbie who is a habitual liar 
and runaway. Her fear is that she'll come up hurt or worse. She is sexually active. Polly is 
worried. 
 
10/8/12 
29 year old Tamela Wells was last seen on August 6th wearing a white shirt with blue jean 
shorts with a cuff. She disappeared after being seen at 9:30 at night in the 19-thousand block of 
Appleton driving her white, 4 door grand prix.  
 
10/15/12 
James wood was getting into a cab on August 8th and has not been seen since. Detroit police 
say he has poor mental health. 
 
10/22/12 
Donita Jones became homeless. Her sister Valerie Jordan tried to help: Jones says her 
mentally impaired sister was staying at the Denby Center on Pembrook....and doesn't know how 
she'll survive or contact anyone: Detroit police say Jones has been known to become violent. 
 
10/29/12 
Jolanda Riley wants to see her six year old child again, but she doesn't know when that will 
happen. Detroit police say Vance was taken by his biological father Rico. He was taken July 
30th in the 14-thousand 900 block of West Chicago. The father said he would bring the boy 
back by August 3rd, but didn't.  
 
 
 
 
 



11/5/12 
Donna Davis says she wants her 33 year old daughter Tamela Wells home for her birthday next 
month. She's doing the best she can to get by each day.  Wells has a six year old daughter and 
a close relationship with her mother...Davis says her daughter would not cut off all 
communication. Davis says her daughter may have been having an affair... they want police to 
talk the man they believe saw her last, give them any information from the recovered car, and 
trace her cell phone police say they are working diligently on the case.  
 
11/12/12 
In March-- Shayna Saine Garcia ran away to her Aunts home. She stopped going to school, and 
according to her mother Veronica, had an unhealthy relationship with her sister. Veronica 
alleges that her daughter had relations with her sister’s son, and got pregnant. The teen was 
kicked out of her Aunt’s house, police found her and returned her to her mother... but after 
Veronica insisted on DNA testing...Garcia took off. 
 
11/19/12 
28 year old Germieka Gatewood was last seen getting into a blue pick-up truck at Mack and 
Holcomb. Sharon Gatewood goes by the nick name ..."teenager"...and is a diagnosed paranoid 
schizophrenic. 
 
11/26/12 
Eartha Harris wants her daughter home.  Detroit police are hoping to find a 14 year old girl who 
went missing from the 3700 block of Garland. At this point police don't know what happened to 
Montavia Harris. 
  
12/3/12 
Shervanique Fortier has been living with her 21 year old sister Priscilla Isaac since her mother 
lost custody. Fortier's Mom apparently lost custody because the man she married allegedly 
raped Sherv-a-nique who was 12 at the time. She ran away. 
 
12/10/12 
Robert Thomas says his sister Rita has walked away before ...but never for this long...his sister 
is a paranoid schizophrenic......she's been Missing since October 12th and usually she's with 
friends...but this time he's scared. 
 
12/17/12 
A missing 74 year old woman who was -- "glued at the hip" -- of her husband has been missing 
for 17 days. The woman has dementia so it makes finding her even harder. Joyce and Calvin 
Friday have been married for 25 years. They're best friends...they love to fish and go to the 
casino and they have traveled around the world together. Annette Bearden is Joyce's step 
daughter, they recently organized a search, and they have met with police but are frustrated. 
Bearden says her dad has been amazing through it all. 
 
12/24/12 
Jonathon Harris was accepted in to the army and served four years in Iraq. His sister Verdis 
Robertson: Robertson says her 27 year old brother retreats to an old familiar place.  Robertson 
says she's pulled her brother from that home at least five times and takes him to the V-A 
hospital. 
 
 
 
 
 



Staying in Touch 
 
10/6/12 
Imagine taking in 30-THOUSAND cats, dogs and other animals that need your help The 
Michigan Humane Society does that every year, and needs your help to keep doing so. Kevin 
Hatman of the Michigan Humane Society says the 7th annual fundraiser comes at a time they 
are handling 50 percent more cases of abuse and neglect than they were two years ago. 
Proceeds from the event keep’s countless services and programs going... 
  
10/13/12 
Getting a job is one thing...getting to the job is another. Lindsay Chalmers of Goodwill Industries 
on the mission behind Rides For Jobs, raising funds to provide transportation to metro 
Detroiters without the means of getting to their workplace. Proceeds from Rides for Jobs help 
buy bus passes, gas cards, auto repairs, whatever it takes to get there..This coming 
Wednesday, October 17th is match day, where DDOT will match up to $5-thousand dollars in 
donations with in-kind bus passes for Goodwill clients. In helping workers, Chalmers says you 
are also helping the local economy... 
  
10/20/12 
A new partnership between the community and schools with a tint of green. The greenhouse at 
Southfield Lathrup High School has been in disrepair for 16 years until Charger alum and 
President of Belfor restoration Sheldon Yellen was asked to help. The original plan was to 
replace windows, but Yellen wound up footing all of the work to the tune of $40-thousand 
dollars. The greenhouse will be used by science classes for experiments, for teaching 
gardening skills, even by the school's marketing club for retailing.  
  
10/27/12 
Rebuilding a historic structure while rebuilding lives. You drive by it every day along the Lodge 
at Oakman...the old Michigan Bell Building, refurbished and being used as a 155-unit apartment 
building for Detroiters who used to be homeless. Joe Heaphy of Neighborhood Service 
Organization says this is not a shelter or transient center. This is permanent supportive housing 
that offers counseling and treatment for tenants. The $25 million dollar project was five years in 
the making, lining up investors...Heaphy says it was more than the economy holding them back.  
  
11/3/12 
A data-driven approach to crime fighting in Detroit....Detroit Crime Commission executive 
director Formed FBI special agent Andrew Arenas spearheading a new effort to stamp out crime 
on the city's east side, an area once known as Cooper Canyon. That's where many of the city's 
police, firefighters and other city workers lived before a lifting of the city's residency rule and the 
2008 mortgage meltdown and recession created over 5-thousand abandoned homes and 
structures...and a breeding ground for crime. Congressman Hanson Clarke presented a $1 
million dollar Department of Justice grant toward the program for law enforcement and 
researchers to pinpoint causes and find possible solutions. 
  
11/10/12 
The Salvation Army's red kettle campaign is underway this weekend. Major Mark Anderson, 
Commander of the Salvation Army in Metro Detroit hoping to reach this year's even bigger goal 
of $8 and a half million dollars to help more local families in need...not just in the inner city, says 
Anderson, but they're now seeing more demand for their help in the suburbs. They are hoping 
the extra kettles will help get the job done. But they are hoping to get more people to ring the 
bells alongside those kettles. 
  
 



11/17/12 
Improving, but slowly...Federal Reserve economist Paul Traub says many businesses are on 
the sidelines waiting on the economy before they make their move. Traub says Michigan is in 
better shape with the auto industry recent resurgence. That's not to suggest everything is back 
to normal.  
  
11/24/12 
The fight against hunger in metro Detroit is growing. John Owen of Forgotten harvest sees 
number that gives you pause. Along with a poverty rate that has doubled among seniors, 
Forgotten Harvest and Art Van Furniture are sponsoring a telethon to raise money for programs 
to fight hunger. 
  
12/1/12 
Santa's not the only one who will be flying for Christmas.  Kathleen Laper is with the Silverliners, 
former flight attendants with Eastern Airlines still putting their hosting skills to use for the 
Fantasy Flight to the North Pole. Laper and the other attendants will play elves for 60 young 
children from area hospitals and their families as they board a special plane at Metro Airport to 
the North Pole...The Silverliners have sponsored this event for 25 years throughout the U-S. 
Donations always appreciated. 
  
12/8/12 
Helping neighbors in need....Bill Brazier, executive director of St. Vincent de Paul asking for 
help from metro Detroit so they can in turn help those in need. You name it, Brazier says they're 
more than likely involved in that line of help...made possible through in-home visits. Along with 
food, clothing and opportunities for help find employment, Brazier says they also provide 
something that typically goes by the wayside in hard times: dental care. They have also 
provided over a million dollars in help to keep the lights on. 
  
12/15/12 
On the grow...St. Vincent DePaul's Bill Brasier on their 13th and latest thrift shop opening 
Wednesday in Monroe, an area they have not served, but not because there's no 
support...Brasier says thrift stores are becoming a larger segment of consumer shopping...The 
new store in Monroe will be open at Dunbar and South Monroe Street...and they are looking for 
donations to help fill the shelves. 
  
12/22/12 
One last big push for the Salvation Army of Eastern Michigan to raise $8.5 million dollars for 
their multitude of programs. Major Mark Anderson says they help people year-around, not just at 
Christmas.  
  
12/29/12 
Todd Slisher is Director of Visitor Experiences of the new Michigan Science Center. This was 
formerly the Detroit Science Center which closed last year because of financial problems. 
Slisher says one of the first real changes you see with the name, is their new emphasis on 
health. After financial difficulties forced its closure in September 2011, the center was re-
organized and received over $5 million dollars in support in corporate and private contributions. 
With the new name, Slisher says they are expanding their reach. The Michigan Science 
Center's overall goal is a quarter million visitors next year, with funding through ticket and 
subscription sales as well as corporate backing. 
 
 
 
 



Caregiver Resource Guide 
 
10/1/12 
Job fairs prove to be a good venue -- not only for employment leads -- but also for reaching 
women who qualify for the federal Breast & Cervical Cancer Control program. Karmanos 
Cancer Center recruitment specialist Elree Watkins says it's a resource about which many low-
income women are completely unaware. 
  
10/5/12 
Parents and other caregivers are reminded by Oakland County Health and Human Services 
Director George Miller to keep children's immunizations on track. Both Pertussis and 
Tuberculosis, for example, are on the rise and can be passed from adults to children.  
  
10/8/12 
Karmanos Cancer Institute prostate specialist says the church -- which is at the center of 
community activities -- plays an important role in cancer prevention.  Support of the pastor, he 
points out, is a must in order to get church members to accept recommendations about cancer 
screening and overcome misgivings about aiding research by enrolling in cancer studies. 
  
10/19/12 
The DMC-Detroit Receiving Hospital has received a grant to aid its research into identifying pre-
diabetics who seek treatment in the DRH emergency room.  Dr. Mereb Aria says pre-diabetics 
will often develop the disease within five years. The DRH program assigns each a patient 
navigator who helps keep them on track with treatment. 
  
10/22/12 
Poison prevention is just a phone-call away. Dr. Susan Smolenski, Managing Director of the 
Regional Poison Control Center at DMC-Children's Hospital of Michigan, explains that callers 
speak with a knowledgeable health professional day or night about whether they  need to seek 
immediate emergency care or if in-home treatment is possible. The number to call is 1-800-222-
1212. An iPhone app is also available. It's called Poison Help. 
  
10/26/12 
[Part-2: Poison Prevention] -- Parents need to be aware of drug abuse by their children. 
Dr. Susan Smolenski heads the Regional Poison Control Center at DMC-Children's Hospital of 
Michigan. She advises parents to watch "who they're hanging-out with. Is it someone new? If 
you see little packets," Smolenski says "and they say 'oh, this is just my herbal tea -- you need 
to be suspicious." 
  
10/29/12 
If you're a woman wondering when you should begin having mammograms, Dr. Deborah  
Monticello, a Professor of Radiology at Texas A&M University, says for some -- it's age 40.  For 
others, it may be recommended at age 30.  Monticello says "...patients who have a family 
history of breast cancer ought to have an assessment of their risk." Mammograms, she urges, 
are a "proven life-saver. It decreases mortality risk by 30-to-45 percent in populations where it's 
actually used" Dr. Monticello says. 
 
11/2/12 
For many military veterans, wars and international conflicts don't end with the end of service. 
Marine Corps veteran Andre McMurray says he lost friends during the Vietnam war and he 
revisits the fighting every night. Fellow Marine Corps veteran Mike Gibes says the suicide rate 
among military veterans is increasing. He blames too many tours of duty. Both men urge vets to 
use resources like VA Hospital, VFW and American Legion posts to find treatment. 



  
11/5/12 
How can you tell if your child has a sore throat or more serious strep throat? DMC-Children's 
Hospital of Michigan Ear, Nose and Throat specialist Dr. Michael Haupert explains that with 
strep throat, a child can have a severe earache, stomach ache and inflamed discolored tonsils. 
Untreated, strep throat can lead to rheumatic fever and kidney infection. The most common 
treatment: Penicillin. 
  
11/10/12 
Play it safe with deep-frying turkey advises DMC-Detroit Receiving Hospital Burn Unit nurse 
Sylvia VanDerKooy-Kempl. On the Don't list:  Never fry a turkey that's frozen or wet, never fry a 
turkey near anything flammable or with children and pets nearby.  Keep the fryer outside, away 
from structures. If a burn does occur, place it under cool water. Avoid oily substances. Serious 
burns should be seen by a doctor. 
   
11/12/12 
There's new information about breast and prostate cancer treatment from Dr. Bruce Haffty, 
Professor and Chair of the Dept. of Radiation Oncology at the Robert Wood Johnson Medical 
School and Cancer Institute of New Jersey. A breast cancer studies found improved outcomes 
in older women who received radiation therapy following a lumpectomy and a need for less 
therapy with use of stereo-tactic body radiotherapy which reduces impact on surrounding tissue. 
A study of the drug Sildenafil revealed it was well tolerated by prostate cancer patients and may 
help restore sexual function. 
  
11/16/12 
Detroit Public School Parent Resource Centers offer access to computers and information for 
parents on issues linked to education. But, at the Charles R. Drew Transition Center the P.R.C. 
focuses on the challenges faced by parents with 18-to-26 year old special needs children. Mary 
Parker, Drew's PTSA Vice President, found she could get help with issues like guardianship and 
respite care; the latter allowing her and her son with cerebral palsy to get some me time. 
  
11/19/12 
How do you know when it's time to potty-train your child?  Dr. Larisa Kovacevic, Director of 
Behavior Modification at DMC-Children Hospital of Michigan, says each child develops a 
different rate, so don't let others tell you at what age your child should begin using the toilet. It's 
dependant on their motor-skill development. When a child does begin using a potty chair, you 
can help ease them into use of the toilet between ages two and three. Use of an adaptor seat 
helps. As will a single-step stool to help them get on and off the throne. 
  
11/23/12 
Only a couple of weeks left to complete your Medicare enrollment. Agencies such as AARP, the 
federal government and the Area Agency on Aging all provide information to help seniors make 
an informed choice. 
  
11/26/12 
Local cancer researcher looks to a new combo-cancer therapy to improve cure rates among 
some advanced breast cancer patients. Dr. Lawrence Lum, Scientific Director of the Bone 
Marrow Transplant and immuno-therapy programs at the Karmanos Cancer Institute in Detroit 
reports the survival rate was 34 percent among 22 women enrolled in a recently completed 
phase-1 trial. These patients have an excess of the protein HER2/neu and had failed treatment 
with Herceptin. But, by combining chemotherapy and immuno-therapy, survival was 59-months.  
Generally, these patients see a survival rate of 18 months. 
  
 



11/30/12 
Learning certain breathing techniques offers a quick and easy way to overcome stress. From 
the Harvard Medical School -- tips like this one:  place your hand on your stomach just below 
the navel. While counting to three, breathe deeply. Count to three again as you let the breath 
out. Repeat. To keep anger from taking control -- slowly count down from ten slowly inhaling 
and exhaling with each number. Again, repeat as often as needed. 
 
12/3/12 
How do you know if your child's discomfort is the result of a urinary tract infection? Dr. Larisa 
Kovacevic of DMC Children's Hospital of Michigan says one sign is burning during urination. 
Constipation can also be a warning sign. The best way to screen for UTI's is a urine test. Plenty 
of fruits, vegetables and water will help prevent UTI as will teaching children -- particularly girls -
- to wipe front to back when using the toilet. 
  
12/7/12 
As temperatures continue to drop, an increasing number of Michiganians are seeking help with 
utility bills. Each winter DTE Energy and The Heat and Warmth Fund [THAW] try to aid as many 
of those in need as possible. Susan Scherer, CEO of THAW estimates that about 10-thousand 
households may receive assistance while many more need help. DTE does offer information on 
how to make your home more energy-efficient with plastic sheeting over windows and 
programmable thermostats. 
  
12/10/12 
During the holiday season, the risk for fires and burns from candles increases significantly 
Margareta Foreman, Registered Nurse in the DMC Detroit Receiving Hospital Burn Unit advises 
that we closely monitor children and pets when burning candles. Both can become distracted 
and bump into the candle knocking it over and potentially starting a fire. If you do suffer a burn, 
Foreman says run it under cool water. Visit the emergency room for serious burns. 
  
12/14/12 
During the holidays we tend to overindulge when it comes to eating calorie-packed foods. But, 
Dr. Kimberly Dawn Wisdom, Sr. Vice President of Community Health and Equity at Henry Ford 
Health System, reminds us there are easy ways to chart a path towards good health. The 
former Michigan Surgeon General suggests clearing unhealthy foods from your refrigerator and 
asks family members and friends not to bring those foods into your home. Substitute high-cal 
foods and snacks with fresh veggies and fruit. Add plenty of water. 
  
12/17/12 
Using a lot of excuses to justify not losing weight? Edith Killins, Director of the Wayne County 
Department of Health and Human Services, says a lot of us use unacceptable excuses for 
continuing to indulge in eating high-cholesterol foods. But, Westland is one city taking steps to 
battle the bulge with its Healthy Passport program. People with the special "passport" may 
present it to a participating merchant, get it stamped and enjoy various discounts.  
  
12/21/12 
How do you instill realistic expectations in your children when it comes to receiving gifts?  DMC 
Children's Hospital of Michigan Clinical Psychologist Eric Herman recommends you begin -- at a 
young age -- talking to children about the real meaning of the holiday. And, if money is scarce, 
explain that to older children who can help younger siblings understand. It's also a good time to 
let the kids begin new traditions such as crafting gifts or greeting cards of their own.  
  
12/24/12 
Breathing away stress. [repeated from November, 2012] 
  



12/28/12 
Planning to kick the smoking habit in 2013?  It's not always as simple as tossing out your 
cigarettes and lighters. Amanda Holm, Manager of Tobacco Treatment Services at Henry Ford 
Health System, says activities like stress management, physical activity and nutrition counseling 
should go hand-in-hand with smoke-cessation efforts. This is particularly important in order to 
keep yourself on track. Holm offers the added reminder that smoking increases risk for a variety 
of cancers. Smoking can also influence fertility in women and cause impotence in men. 
  
12/31/12 
That urge to hibernate may be a sign of Seasonal Affective Disorder, a mood disorder which 
often occurs during the shorter, gloomier days of winter. For mild seasonal depression, 
counseling may do the trick. But, for more severe Seasonal Affective Disorder -- which can be 
linked to existing depression -- counseling and medication may be prescribed.   
 
 
 
 
 
 


