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ISSUES OF CONCERNS TO METRO DETROITERS 
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THIRD QUARTER 2012 

July 1st – September 30th, 2012 
 
 
1.   Public Safety/Law Enforcement 

Crime.  Police staffing and training.  Private security firms.  Initiatives against crime.  
Courts.  Prison facilities.   

 
2.  Education 

Public schools and school reform.  Private education.  Colleges and University 
enrollment and development.   Technology in the classroom.   Job training.  Continuing 
education for adults.  School safety. 

 
3. Environment/Energy: 

Land Use.  Pollution.  Preserving open space and recreational areas.   Status of the 
Great Lakes.  Alternative Energy sources.  Energy efficiency.  Sustainability. 
  

4.  Health and Medicine: 
Personal health and fitness.  Child health.  Medical facilities.   Insurance, affordability 
and access issues.  Costs of prescription drugs.   Development and adoption of new life-
saving techniques.  Victim support.  Alcohol and substance abuse. 

 
5.   Leadership/Politics/Elections: 

Political leadership.  Corporate leadership.  Corporate citizenship.  Energizing voters.  
Public participation in the electoral process.   Local government.   Effective government.   
Developing future leaders. 

 
6.   Homeland Security: 
  Emergency preparedness.  Security measures.  Protection against terrorist attack. 

Border security.  Foreign nationals.  Immigration.  Government funding. 
 
7.   Labor/Workforce: 

Union negotiations.  Corporate and labor relations.   Worker training.  Layoffs.  Worker 
preparation.   Jobs and job creation.   Worker benefits.   Retirees. 

 
8.  Race Relations: 

Racism.  Civil Rights.  Discrimination.  Equal access.  Racial profiling.  Neighborhood 
segregation.   
 

9.  Regional Revitalization:   
Taxes, infrastructure, support for business start-ups and company attraction.   Sports 
facilities.   Affordable housing.  Commercial development.   Attracting people downtown.  
Economic climate.   

 
10. Transportation/Logistics:  

Road construction.  Traffic.  Airport development.  Light rail.  Mass transit.  New 
technologies for cars. 
 
 

 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 

Made in Michigan 
Airs Wednesdays at 9:52am, 2:52pm, 8:52pm and Saturday at 4:52am, 9:52am 
4:53pm. One minute in length.  Marie Osborne profiles companies who make products 
people can buy while trying to emphasize the jobs and business success each company 
has.  (See topics attached) 
 
Difference Maker in the Community 
Airing the last Monday of each month, WWJ profiles someone in the community who 
has made a difference to benefit others.  These people have inspired positive change 
and made an impact in the community. Feature airs at 6:40am, 8:40am, 10:40am, 
12:40pm and 3:40pm.  (See topics attached) 
 
CBS Detroit Job Desk 
Airs Saturdays and Sundays at 8:40am, 10:40am, 2:40pm, 6:40pm, and 10:40pm. One 
minute in length.  Detroit Job Desk is a weekly (Saturday/Sunday) feature focusing on 
local hiring, job openings, career events, and other information for job seekers and 
employers. (See topics attached) 
 
What’s Hot Around Town 
Airs Thursday and Friday 10:23am, 2:23pm, 4:53pm, 7:53pm, 10:43pm, Saturday at 
8:23am, 10:23am, 12:23pm, and 3:23pm. One minute in length. Roberta Jasina 
highlights a fun or unique event taking place in Southeast Michigan, with a special focus 
on Arts and Cultural Organizations.  
 
Making the Grade 
Airs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:53am, 2:53pm, 8:53pm and Sunday at 9:52am, 
1:52pm, 4:52pm, and 10:21pm.  One minute in length.  Greg Bowman highlights 
innovations, achievements and interesting stories from the classroom, featuring 
students, teachers and administrators. (See topics attached)  
 
Automotive Insight 
Airs Monday-Friday at 5:53am, 6:53am, 7:53am, and 11:53am. One minute in length.  
John McElroy provides two unique insights daily into the business of making cars, and 
designing the cars of the future. 
 
Car Chronicles 
Airs Monday-Friday 12:53pm, 3:53pm, 5:53pm, and 6:53pm.  One minute in length.  Jeff 
Gilbert highlights people and lesser-known stories from the automotive business, as 
well as critiquing new products as they come out from the manufacturers. (See topics 
attached)  
 
 
 
 
 



The Feldman Report 
Airs Monday-Friday 6:23am, 8:53am, 3:23pm, 6:23pm, and 9:53pm. Each report runs 
one minute.  Murray Feldman provides insights for small business, discusses the 
general business climate, and highlights business leaders. He also provides advice for 
consumers. 
 
Staying in Touch 
Airs Saturday at 6:23am, 9:43am, 11:23am, 12:53pm, and 9:53pm.  Each report runs 
one minute.  Ron Dewey highlights special events going on in the Southeast Michigan 
region. (See topics attached)   
 
Caregivers Resource Guide 
Airs Monday and Fridays at 9:52am, 2:52pm and 8:51pm.  One minute in length.  Pat 
Sweeting reports on issues about preparing or answering the need of a parent facing a 
health concern, undergoing changes in their economic situation, or who are dealing with 
a prolonged illness or death. (See topics attached) 

 

 
 



News Stories Addressing Community Issues  
 
 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
7/9/12 
1:32pm 
Florence Walton 
Police Chief Pushes for Virtual Precincts 
Detroit’s Police Chief Ralph Godbee is not backing down from his virtual precincts concept.  
Godbee says the department has cut costs and put more police officers on patrol by having 
trained civilians take non-emergency crime reports.  
 
7/11/12 
1:06pm 
Ron Dewey 
Man Impersonating Police Officer 
Berkley police are on the lookout for a man impersonating a police officer and approaching two 
young girls near the community center.  Police say the man also inappropriately touched one of 
the girls and then took off.  He was wearing a uniform and had a badge.  
 
7/12/12 
7:04am 
Ron Dewey 
Murder on Detroit’s Eastside 
A night on the town quickly turned to terror for one family who witnessed a carjacking and 
murder.  It happened at a Coney Island.  Police say one person was shot and killed and police 
were looking for the victim’s Range Rover which was stolen.  
 
7/15/12 
2:11pm 
Newsroom 
Drunk Driving Crashes Decline 
State Police say a 2011 Michigan drunk driving audit shows declines in alcohol and drug related 
crashes.  Lynn Sutfin with the Michigan office of Highway Safety Planning says a combination of 
factors led to the decline.  Prior to 2011 drug and alcohol related fatalities increased nearly 30-
percent over the past five years.   
 
7/16/12 
1:33pm 
Newsroom 
Nationwide Manhunt for Murder Suspect 
Police are searching for a suspect in the shooting deaths of two sisters in Blissfield, in southeast 
Michigan.  The suspect is believed to be one of the women’s ex-boyfriend.  Police found the 
women at a home after responding to a 911 call.  Police are looking for 38-year old Thomas 
Fritz.  
 



8/17/12 
11:04am 
Pat Sweeting 
Longer Shifts for Detroit Cops 
A Wayne County judge has issued a temporary restraining order preventing Detroit Police Chief 
Ralph Godbee from implementing 12-hour shifts for officers.  Union leaders say this is a 
frustrating time for police officers.  The longer shifts are expected to save the city money in the 
long run.  
 
8/20/12 
2:06pm 
Florence Walton 
Fire Departments Merge 
Two Wayne County cities are heeding Governor Snyder’s call for more teamwork in making 
sure citizens get the services they need.  The Wayne and Westland Fire Departments 
announced the merger today with Lt. Governor Brian Calley in attendance.  
 
8/22/12 
6:13am 
Newsroom 
Drunk Driving Crackdown Begins 
There’s a statewide crackdown on drunk driving that begins in 26 counties and runs through 
Labor Day.  This year the focus is on ―professional‖ drunk drivers, mostly young men who 
believe they drive better drunk than sober.  
 
9/5/12 
1:04pm 
Jayne Bower 
Key Motion Denied in Murder Trial 
A significant ruling today in the case of a 22 year old Troy man... accused of killing his father 
and dumping his body in a cornfield.  The court tells us that...Patrick Mikes Junior has been 
denied his request to bring in independent doctors for a psychological exam. The judge's office 
says No request made by the defense for such an evaluation. 
 
9/6/12 
7:33pm 
Paul Snider 
New Judge in Inkster 
Governor Snyder has appointed Wayne County assistant prosecutor Sabrina Johnson to fill the 
seat left vacant on Inkster's district court when Judge Sylvia James was removed by the state 
Supreme Court for misconduct. Johnson will serve through the end of the year and will have to 
seek election November sixth. Her opponent: Sylvia James, who won the August primary. 
 
9/7/12 
2:07pm 
Newsroom 
Police Arrest Suspect in Bar Shooting 
Harper Woods police have arrested a man for shooting and injuring someone outside a local 
bar. The shooting happened early Tuesday outside Charlie's Woods Saloon on Kelly Road, 
north of Moross. Police say bullets hit several buildings during the shoot out... but no one else 
was hurt. The county prosecutor will decide whether to file charges against the man on Monday. 
 
 
 



9/10/12 
5:04am 
Ron Dewey 
Police Officer Shot and Killed 
A West Bloomfield Township police officer is shot and killed while investigating a ―shots fired‖ 
complaint at a home.  The suspect held police at bay for more than 20 hours before he was 
found dead in his bedroom.   
 
9/12/12 
10:07pm 
Gary Lundy 
Prosecutor Fined For Comments 
Macomb County Prosecutor Eric Smith has been reprimanded and ordered to pay $750 for his 
comments about a murder suspect in 2007. Smith didn't challenge the complaint against him by 
the Attorney Grievance Commission.  The commission says Smith failed to treat Stephen Grant 
with "courtesy and respect" when he publicly referred to him as a "sociopath." Grant had just 
been captured in northern Michigan and was suspected of killing his wife and cutting her body 
into pieces. He's serving a minimum prison sentence of 50 years for second-degree murder. 
 
9/20/12 
10:04am 
Beth Fisher/Vickie Thomas 
Stabbing At Auto Plant 
One person was stabbed to death after a dispute with another worker at the Jefferson North 
plant.  Chrysler officials say this was an isolated incident and it would consider putting metal 
detectors at the entrance to the plant.  The suspect was found dead in his car on Belle Isle.   

 
 
EDUCATION ISSUES 
 
7/10/12 
4:04pm 
Stephanie Davis 
EMU President Reprimanded 
Eastern Michigan University’s president is reprimanded for her drunken behavior and warned to 
get control of things or face termination.  Susan Martin was told via letter that she needs to get a 
handle on her drinking in public.  This after an argument in April.   
 
7/12/12 
1:30am 
Paul Snider 
EMU President Seeks Counseling 
Eastern Michigan’s president says she’ll get counseling after receiving a threat of firing following 
an alcohol related outburst.  Martin has denied she has had more than one public incident.  
 



7/16/12 
2:05pm 
Pat Sweeting 
ACLU Files Lawsuit against School District 
The Michigan American Civil Liberties Union has filed a lawsuit on behalf of over 950 Highland 
Park Public Schools students and their parents claiming their kids aren’t getting the tools 
needed to learn to read.  Some say test results are what you would normally see in third-world 
countries.   
 
8/17/12 
6:06am 
Newsroom 
New School District Ready for Launch 
The state of Michigan is preparing to launch its new school district for low performing schools.  
Teachers with the newly-formed Education Achievement Authority are currently undergoing 
special training.  Every student will have their own laptop and will learn at their own pace.  
 
8/20/12 
6:40am 
Matt Roush 
MSU and Wayne State New Partnership 
Michigan State University joins Wayne State to help local small business owners maneuver 
through the red tape that surrounds their professional lives.  The project helps identify legal and 
government barriers to entrepreneurial activity and job creation.  
 
8/20/12 
7:12am 
Rob Sanford 
Faculty Contract Talks 
The labor contract for the Oakland University faculty will be expiring tonight and both sides are 
still at the bargaining table.  The main stumbling block is economics.  Another area university 
without a labor deal is at Wayne State.   
 
8/21/12 
11:34am 
Ron Dewey 
Children Pick Up Backpacks 
Back to School shopping made easier for 900 Detroit area families as Huntington Bank and 
Children’s Hospital provide backpacks to students.  Hospital officials say more families are in 
need of help in buying school supplies.   
 
8/22/12 
12:05pm 
Florence Walton 
A DPS Parade and Safety Fair 
Two weeks before they hit the books, Detroit Public Schools students, parents and teachers hit 
the bricks for a parade along Woodward Avenue.   Just a short time later, Wayne County held 
its annual safety fair for kids.  
 



8/22/12 
3:05pm 
Tim Skubick reports 
Legal Victory for Teachers 
The Michigan State Court of Appeals says a law forcing school employees to pay three percent 
of their salary toward retiree health care is unconstitutional.   
 
8/26/12 
8:11am 
Terri Lee 
DPS Emergency Manager Preps for Start of Classes 
It’s almost back to school for thousands of students and Detroit Public Schools emergency 
manager Roy Roberts is making the rounds to area churches talking about the importance of 
reversing continued enrollment declines within the district.  
 
8/26/12 
9:22am 
Jayne Bower 
Back To College List 
Add three things to your kids back to school list.  Attorney Joe Bonventre from Clark Hill says if 
the unthinkable happens and your child is injured or gets sick on campus parents will need a 
durable power of attorney, a medical authorization form and a designation of patient advocate.  
 
9/3/12 
Various 
Stephanie Davis 
New Evaluations for Teachers 
Michigan teachers are ready to start the new school year -- under a new grading system.  
There's a major effort underway to make sure the process will be fair.  The state legislature 
formed the Michigan Council for Educator Effectiveness to come up with recommendations on 
how best to evaluate teachers. 
 
9/13/12 
Various 
Bob Mundie 
Arts Education Lacking in Schools 
A new study finds over 100-thousand students in Michigan schools don't have any access to 
arts education.  The survey also finds that many teachers don't have the training necessary to 
teach classes in the art.  Mike Latvis, with ArtServe Michigan, says there's plenty of room for 
improvement in Michigan classrooms. 
 
9/17/12 
10:41am 
Greg Bowman 
UM President Headed to Brazil 
University of Michigan scientists and scholars led by President Mary Sue Coleman will travel to 
Brazil later this month to strengthen research and academic collaboration with several leading 
universities and foundations. 
 



9/21/12 
5:05pm 
Beth Fisher 
Students’ Grades Could Be Affected By Attendance 
If you're a Livonia High School student or the parent of one, showing up for class is more 
important than ever. That's because all Livonia High schools may begin to reduce a students' 
grade if they have more than 15 absences.  A student's semester grade may be reduced by a 
factor of a third of a grade on the 16th absence and on each subsequent absence.  Livonia 
Public Schools superintendent, Dr. Randy Liepa (LEE-a-puh), says a committee has been 
studying the attendance policy. 

 
 
ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY 
 
7/10/12 
6:12pm 
Violet Ikonomova 
Findings Released From Oil Spill 
Federal investigators have released their findings into a major Michigan oil spill which polluted 
the Kalamazoo River two years ago.  The National Transportation Safety Board says it comes 
down to neglect.  And it says Enbridge officials were aware of pipeline problems.   
 
7/11/12 
6:22am 
Matt Roush 
Turning Waste into Energy 
A new biofuel production process created by Michigan State University researchers produces 
energy more than 20 times higher than existing methods.  The results showcase a novel way to 
use microbes to produce biofuel and hydrogen all while consuming agricultural wastes.  
 
7/11/12 
8:42am 
Matt Roush 
New Investment for Lightweight Engine 
Bill Gates is among the investors putting money into a new energy efficient engine developed by 
Allen Park-based EcoMotors International. The investment totals 32.5 million dollars.  The funds 
will allow EcoMotors to expand its research and development capability and accelerate the 
creation of gasoline versions of OPOC engine.  OPOC stands for opposing piston, opposing 
cylinder.   
 
7/12/12 
6:22am 
Matt Roush 
New Power Plant for Mid-Michigan 
The parent company of Midland Cogneration Venture Limited Partnership has applied for an air 
permit for the installation of a 640 megawatt natural gas fired power plant to be located in 
Midland.  As many as 500 construction jobs could be created by the project.  MCV says the 
plant is needed to ensure continued electric capacity across Michigan. 
 



7/15/12 
1:06am 
Paul Snider 
DTE Energy to Close Plant 
DTE Energy plans to close its coal fired plant in the Thumb region of Michigan.  The decision 
stems from new federal emission standards that take effect in 2015.  A company spokesman 
says DTE is evaluating its facilities that burn fossil fuels as it decides how to comply with new 
standards.  
 
7/16/22 
5:21am 
Matt Roush 
Consumers Energy Warning 
Consumers Energy is now warning its customers to be aware of a nationwide utility-bill scam 
that has made its way to Michigan.  Under the scam, a customer may be contacted in person, 
through fliers, social media or test messages.  The scammers claim that President Obama will 
pay a person’s utility bill through a new federal program.  
 
8/3/12 
Various 
Tawana Holly 
Power Outage in Western Wayne County 
The power is back on in Westland -- this after a substation problem caused the outage effecting 
about 9-thousand DTE energy customers. The outage caused traffic lights to also malfunction at 
the intersections of Wayne and Ford Roads... and Wayne and Warren, making travel a bit 
challenging this evening.   
 
8/4/12 
6:21am 
Newsroom 
Township Seeks Cleanup of Contaminated Site 
Shelby Township attorneys are requesting Ford Motor Company take several steps immediately 
to clean up contaminated land at a former plant along Mound Road near 23 Mile. Shelby 
Township is asking the automaker to remove tanks, trenches and other potential sources of 
contamination, and dig up and take the soil to a landfill. Meantime, Ford issued a statement 
saying the company is in the process of gathering environmental data to determine what 
actions, if any, need to be taken at the site. 
 
8/16/12 
5:33am 
Paul Snider 
Livingston County Woman Takes On Enbridge 
A local woman takes on energy giant Enbridge and wins at least a temporary victory.  Debora 
Hense who lives in Tyrone Township called sheriff’s deputies to chase Enbridge workers off her 
property after they knocked down about 50 trees as part of a clearing operation for a new 
pipeline.  Hense says she never gave permission. 
 



9/2/12 
6:12am 
Jayne Bower 
November Ballot Proposal Focused on Renewable Energy 
Backers of a November ballot initiative that would require utility companies to switch 25 percent 
of their power sources to RENEWABLE energy... say they are ready for a battle.  Peter Kelly 
from the "American Wind Energy Association" which last week endorsed the proposal.  But 
...the state's utility companies are pushing back...saying that FORCING them to increase 
renewable sources would cost consumers and the environment. 
 
9/5/12 
6:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Environmental Update on Contaminated Canals 
State environmental officials are expected to detail the algae-like muck that built up along the 
Lake St. Clair shoreline last year.  D-E-Q carried out tests after St. Clair Shores residents 
reported a buildup on their seawalls that trapped dead fish and debris.  The Macomb Daily says 
initial tests point to blue-green algae, aided by storm water runoff, wastewater discharge, and 
zebra mussels.  Tonight's six-p-m meeting is at MacRay Harbor in Harrison Township. 
 
9/22/12 
4:33am 
Newsroom 
Fracking Protests Planned For Today 
More than 100 protests against the natural gas drilling process known as fracking are planned 
across the globe today.  The "Global FrackDown" website that's promoting the protests claims 
the process pollutes water and makes people sick. However, there is disagreement among 
scientists about the risks.  The U-S Environmental Protection Agency and many state regulators 
contend that fracking can be done safely -- and say the boom in natural gas production has 
created jobs and lowered prices for industry and consumers. 
 

 
HEALTH/MEDICINE 
 
7/9/12 
2:04pm 
Beth Fisher 
West Nile Virus Makes Early Appearance 
Warm weather has led to an earlier appearance of West Nile Virus in Michigan.  Michigan State 
entomology and microbiology professor Ned Walker say mosquitoes are late-night biters.  
Residents should wear mosquito repellant if outside late at night.   
 
7/10/12 
3:10pm 
Zahra Huber 
UM Comes Out with Skin Check App 
The University of Michigan Health System has come out with a Skin Check which guides people 
through a skin self exam, step-by-step, by taking pictures of your body and monitoring any new 
moles or skin lesions.  The app is available on iPhones.   
 



7/11/12 
3:05pm 
Greg Bowman 
Congressman Opposes Health Care Reform 
The U.S. House is expected to vote today on another attempt to repeal President Obama’s 
health care reform law.  Michigan Republican Mike Rogers says opponents should still keep up 
the fight against ―Obamacare.‖  If repealed, Rogers says some of the popular provisions of the 
current plan could be restored.  
 
7/12/12 
3:35pm 
Pat Sweeting 
Free Health Care Screenings Available 
St. John Providence Hospital in Southfield is looking for more women to participate in its free 
health screening in two days.  The event is directed at women aged 40 to 64 who are uninsured 
and have been denied Medicaid and meet certain income guidelines. 
 
7/16/12 
1:33pm 
Tim Skubick 
Lawmakers Consider Health Care Exchanges 
Some state lawmakers are not taking a stand on the so-called health care exchanges, being set 
up as part of the health care reform law.   
 
7/27/12 
3:07pm 
Jon Hewett 
Medical Technician May Have Infected Patients 
A dozen hospitals in seven states, including Michigan, are scrambling to identify people who 
may have been infected with hepatitis C by a traveling medical technician who once worked at 
Oakwood Annapolis Hospital in Wayne.  33-year old David Kwiatkowski was charged with 
causing a Hepatitis outbreak.  
 
7/27/12 
6:43am 
Matt Roush 
Researchers Focus on Abnormal Heart Rhythms. 
University of Michigan medical researchers are trying to develop safer ways to stabilize 
abnormal heart rhythms and prevent damage to healthy cardiac cells.  The study suggests 
targeting one specific type of cardiac cell with ablation treatment could help patients avoid 
complications and get closer to an arrhythmia-free life without having to undergo repeat hospital 
visits.  
 
8/12/12 
8:34am 
Mike Campbell 
Michigan 3-Day Begins 
1,100 walkers have set out from Troy on a 60-mile trek to raise awareness and money for 
breast cancer.  The walkers, some who are cancer survivors themselves, walk 20 miles each 
day.   
 
 
 
 



8/16/12 
11:32am 
Newsroom 
First Death from West Nile Virus Reported 
An older Washtenaw County woman has died from West Nile Virus, the first such death in 
Michigan this year.  The victim, said to be between 75 and 85 years old, was hospitalized earlier 
this month.  The Department of Community Health says there are some things you can do to 
lower your chances of getting the disease.  
 
8/18/12 
10:34am 
Newsroom 
Michigan Affected by Salmonella Outbreak 
Health officials in Indiana and Kentucky say they’re looking for the source of an outbreak of 
salmonella that has killed two and sickened at least 141 people nationwide, including six in 
Michigan.  The source may be cantaloupe.  
 
8/19/12 
7:33am 
Chrystal Knight 
Health Officials Urge Protection from West Nile Virus 
In the wake of Michigan’s first death from the West Nile Virus, authorities are urging people to 
take steps so humans and horses don’t get mosquito bites.  A local entomologist and pest 
control specialist had a few reminders including wearing long sleeves shirts.   
 
8/22/12 
5:34pm 
Rob Mason 
Exercise Top Concern for Adults 
Adults across the United States rate not getting enough exercise as the top health concern for 
children, according to a new University of Michigan C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital poll.  39% 
rated not enough exercise at the top of the list.  Childhood obesity was second followed by 
smoking and tobacco use.  
 
8/26/12 
9:22am 
Jayne Bower 
Back To College List 
Add three things to your kids back to school list.  Attorney Joe Bonventre from Clark Hill says if 
the unthinkable happens and your child is injured or gets sick on campus parents will need a 
durable power of attorney, a medical authorization form and a designation of patient advocate.   
 
9/1/12 
6:33am 
Beth Fisher 
Warning about Virus during Holiday Weekend 
People celebrating Labor Day weekend outdoors in Michigan could be setting themselves up as 
the main course for feasting mosquitoes including the species known to carry the West Nile 
virus. The virus has led to five deaths this year. State health officials are encouraging people to 
apply insect repellents that contain the active ingredient DEET when outside and they say 
people should wear long sleeves and long pants especially at dawn and dusk when mosquitoes 
are most active. 
 
 



9/3/12 
7:34am 
Scott Ryan 
New Childhood Obesity Study 
A new childhood obesity study from researchers at the NYU School of Medicine claims that 
"metabolic syndrome" is associated with cognitive and brain impairments in adolescents.    
Metabolic syndrome occurs when a patient suffers from three or more of five defined health 
issues associated with obesity.  Dr. Antonio Convit was the study's Lead Investigator.  He says 
kids with metabolic syndrome are at a disadvantage when it comes to schoolwork 
 
9/4/12 
5:35pm 
Rob Mason 
Bike Journey Looks to Inspire People 
He used to weigh 420 pounds... now 130 pounds lighter, Jerry Smith from Holt, Michigan has 
embarked on an 8500 mile nationwide bike journey to inspire people to get fit and healthy.  
Smith wants to visit the 25 "fattest cities" according to Men's Fitness Magazine. His special 
interest is to motivate young people. 
 
9/12/12 
10:12pm 
Jon Hewett 
New Push to Eliminate Tobacco Use 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services wants college campuses nationwide to 
take steps to eliminate tobacco use.  Howard Koh, Assistant U.S. Secretary for Health, is 
expected at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor on Wednesday to discuss the Tobacco-
Free College Campus Initiative.  The Michigan campus adopted a ban on smoking outdoors in 
2011. 
 
9/12/12 
6:14pm 
Jon Hewett 
New Tool for People Going Out To Eat 
There's a new tool available to state residents interested in the inspection results of some 19-
thousand retail food establishments across Michigan.  The new online system is called "MiSafe" 
(MY-safe), that's "M-I", as in Michigan, "S-A-F-E".  A new, updated food law will also go into 
effect in the state come October 1st. 

 
LEADERSHIP/POLITICS/ELECTIONS 
 
7/10/12 
10:05am 
Tim Skubick 
Special Election in 11th Congressional District. 
There will be a special election in September to fill the seat of Congressman Thad McCotter 
who resigned last week.  Lt. Governor Brian Calley made the announcement today. The election 
will cost taxpayers more than 600-thousand dollars.  The special election is September 5th. 
 



7/11/12 
3:05pm 
Greg Bowman 
Congressman Opposes Health Care Reform 
The U.S. House is expected to vote today on another attempt to repeal President Obama’s 
health care reform law.  Michigan Republican Mike Rogers says opponents should still keep up 
the fight against ―Obamacare.‖  If repealed, Rogers says some of the popular provisions of the 
current plan could be restored.  
 
7/12/12 
7:12am 
Tim Skubick 
A Tax Question for the November Ballot 
A coalition is forming to fight a ballot proposal that would make it tougher for state lawmakers to 
raise taxes in the future.  The proposal calls for a two-thirds majority in order for a tax increase 
to take place.  It will be one of six questions on the statewide November ballot.  
 
7/16/12 
1:33pm 
Tim Skubick 
Lawmakers Consider Health Care Exchanges 
Some state lawmakers are not taking a stand on the so-called health care exchanges, being set 
up as part of the health care reform law.   
 
7/16/12 
4:12pm 
Newsroom 
Candidate Wants More Federal Money 
A former state representative running for Congress wants to take advantage of federal dollars to 
help local senior citizens.  14th Congressional District candidate Mary Waters is calling for 30 
senior citizen centers to help deal with the growing demand.  
 
8/11/12 
9:32am 
Mike Campbell 
Lawmakers React To Romney’s VP Choice 
Congresswoman Candice Miller and Congressman Sander Levin talk about Mitt Romney’s 
choice of Paul Ryan as his vice presidential running mate.  Miller likes the choice.  Levin sees 
some issues.   
 
8/19/12 
2:31pm 
Marie Osborne 
Vice President in Detroit 
Chants of 4 more years from supporters of Vice President Joe Biden who was at Detroit 
Renaissance High.  In his second campaign stop in Detroit in less than a month, Biden touted 
the accomplishments of the Obama administration. 
 
8/20/12 
6:33am 
Tim Skubick 
Lawmakers Not in Session 
One state lawmaker is fighting back against criticism over the legislatures abbreviated summer 
session.  Lawmakers are working for only 22 days for the rest of the year.   



 
8/20/12 
4:33pm 
Marie Osborne 
Ethics Board Meets for First Time 
Wayne County’s new ethics board met for the first time.  It was created in the wake of 
controversial severance packages for several employees.  The chairman said anyone wanting 
to make a complaint must do so in writing.  
 
8/22/12 
1:05am 
Paul Snider 
No Move to Macomb County 
A proposal to allow Grosse Pointe Shores to move from Wayne to Macomb County won’t be on 
the local ballot in November.  City Council failed to pass a resolution proposed by the mayor 
pro-tem to switch the community’s county affiliation.  
 
8/30/12 
10pm 
Newsroom 
Mitt Romney’s Acceptance Speech 
Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney outlines his plans for the future during his 
acceptance speech at the Republican National Convention.  Live coverage on WWJ.  
 
9/2/12 
8:12am 
Jayne Bower 
Mayor Wants More Consolidation 
The Mayor of Lansing says more cities in Michigan need to explore the idea of consolidating 
services.  Virg Bernero made the comments during "Michigan Matters" on CBS 62.  He gave 
kudos to the mayor of Westland who recently consolidated that city's fire department with that of 
nearby Wayne. 
 
9/5/12 
Various times 
Ron Dewey/Newsroom 
Special Election for Congressional Seat 
This is the day for a special election to fill the Congressional seat vacated by Thad McCotter 
who resigned.  The top Republican and Democrat will move on to another special election in 
November.   
 
9/6/12 
10pm 
Newsroom 
President Obama’s Acceptance Speech 
President Barack Obama delivers his speech to those attending the Democratic National 
Convention.  Live coverage on WWJ. 
 



9/7/12 
5:32pm 
Violet Ikonomova 
Financial Emergency in Allen Park 
Governor Rick Snyder could soon appoint an Emergency Manager to head up the city of Allen 
Park. Snyder informed the city of Allen Park today that a Financial Emergency exists in there.  
But Allen Park Mayor William Matakas says he plans to do all he can to keep an Emergency 
Manager from running the town-- and will request a hearing with the Governor within the next 10 
days. 
 

 
HOMELAND SECURITY ISSUES 
 
7/3/12 
6:32am 
Terri Lee 
Emergency Sirens Sounded 
If you heard sirens going off this morning ... it was not because of a tornado warning.  The 
Department of Homeland Security in Oakland County says their policy now is to sound the 
sirens when winds are in excess of 70 miles an hour.  They're also telling WWJ Newsradio 950 
that there are no reports of damage at this time. 
 
7/4/12 
12:12pm 
Paul Snider 
Homeland Security Grants Awarded 
Michigan senators Debbie Stabenow and Carl Levin announce federal Homeland Security 
grants to enable Auburn Hills, Farmington Hills, Highland Township and Lincoln Park to bolster 
their fire departments. The money, through the so-called "SAFER" program, is earmarked for 
the hiring, training and retention of firefighters. Lincoln Park is getting 600 thousand dollars, 
Farmington Hills 517 thousand, with Highland Township in line for 429 thousand dollars and 
Auburn Hills awarded a grant of 184 thousand. 
 
7/12/12 
5:05pm 
Zahra Huber 
Threat Closes Tunnel 
The all clear has been given after the Detroit-Windsor tunnel was shutdown and evacuated for 
several hours because of a bomb threat.  Police say they worked with a bomb squad, as well as 
Detroit police and their K-9 units to look for any explosives in the mile-long tunnel.   
 
7/13/12 
3:04pm 
Beth Fisher 
Bomb Threat at the Tunnel  
Police in Canada say they’re looking at video from a coffee shop for any clues to the man who 
called in a bomb threat at the Detroit/Windsor tunnel.  The threat shut down the tunnel for about 
four hours.  Nothing was found.  
 



8/2/12 
7:32pm 
Newsroom 
Chemical Plant Inspections Lacking 
After 9-11, America realized that more than 4-thousand chemical plants across the country were 
sitting ducks for a terrorist attack.  Five years ago, the Department of Homeland Security started 
a program to secure those facilities.  But a half-a-billion dollars later, most of the plants haven't 
even been inspected. 
 
8/8/12 
5:06pm 
Jon Hewett 
Report Issued On Bomb At Federal Building 
A new report criticizes the handling of an explosive device found outside a Detroit federal 
building and kept inside for three weeks before authorities were alerted. The report by the U.S. 
Homeland Security Department also faults the training, hiring practices and oversight of security 
guards at the McNamara Federal Building. That's where a tool bag with explosive components 
was left on Feb. 26, of last year, and not identified until March 18.  The report says three guards 
were fired, a fourth resigned and five others were suspended for their involvement. 
 
8/11/12 
11:52am 
Greg Bowman 
Prepping for a Disaster 
Dozens of Detroit teenagers took part in a mock disaster exercise at Eastern Market. The teens 
are part of an organization called the "Youth Connection" and worked throughout the summer 
learning first aid and communication skills. Donna Northern is with the Detroit Department of 
Homeland Security.   She says everyone should be prepared for a disaster. 
 
8/21/12 
2:04pm 
Mike Campbell 
Homeland Security Agents Raid Businesses 
A pair of raids by Homeland Security at two outlets of ACE Wholesale, Inc. One of the 
storefronts is on Telegraph Road south of Ecorse Road in Taylor.  ACE shares a duplex with a 
Mattress World storefront, managed by Jim Zupke. Mattress World manager Zupke says he 
didn't notice any unusual recent activity at the neighboring ACE Wholesale store in Taylor. 
While a man in a landscape truck put plywood over the broken-out front window on the store, 
Homeland Security agents and dogs worked the back of the store -- including a "dock" area 
where a rented box-truck sat half-loaded or emptied. A separate team of Homeland Security 
agents and local police, meantime, reportedly raided a second ACE Wholesale store on Big 
Beaver near Livernois in Troy. Homeland Security officials on scene in Taylor declined comment 
on the raid(s) or what led to them. 
 
9/2/12 
6:33am 
Terri Lee 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement Boss Resigns 
A senior Obama political appointee has turned his her resignation.  Suzanne Barr ...  a chief of 
staff at the Immigration and Customs Enforcement ... resigned yesterday [Sat] after being 
accused of inappropriate sexual behavior by several ICE employees.  Barr says the allegations 
are unfounded but she was stepping down to end distractions within the agency.  ICE is a 
division of the Homeland Security Department.  And New York Congressman Peter King ... who 
chairs the Homeland Security Committee ... says his committee will continue to review the case. 



 
9/9/12 
4:34pm 
Zahra Huber 
Zombie Attack Preps May Help With Other Disasters 
The Homeland Security Department doesn't actually believe there's a threat of the flesh hungry- 
walking dead....but they say if you're prepared for a zombie attack, the same preparations will 
help during a real disaster, such as a hurricane, pandemic, or terrorist attack. Among the 
government's recommendations is having an emergency evacuation plan and a change of 
clothes, plus keeping on hand fresh water, extra medications and emergency flashlights.  The 
CDC last year first launched a zombie apocalypse social media campaign for the same 
purposes. 
 
9/12/12 
10:32pm 
Gary Lundy 
Young Illegal Immigrants to Get Work Permit 
The Obama administration has approved the first group of young illegal immigrants who will be 
able to avoid deportation for up to two years and get a work permit. The approval process is 
months ahead of schedule.  The Homeland Security Department has approved a small group of 
immigrants three weeks after the government started accepting applications for the deferred 
deportation program. According to an internal document obtained by The Associated Press, 
Citizenship and Immigration Services had estimated it could take months before applications 
were approved. 
 
9/21/12 
11:32pm 
Newsroom 
Investigation: Secret Service Didn’t Compromise Safety of President 
A Department of Homeland Security investigation found that 13 employees of the U-S Secret 
Service were entangled in a prostitution scandal in Colombia earlier this year -- but their actions 
did not compromise the safety of the president. 
 

 
LABOR/WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 
7/9/12 
3:05pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Black Unemployment Falls 
A new report says black unemployment is falling in metro Detroit.  The Economic Policy Institute 
says the jobless rate in the Detroit area last year was just over 18 percent.  That’s down from 
the 25 percent a year earlier. 
 
7/10/12 
1:07pm 
Florence Walton 
Judge Rules in Favor of Police Cuts 
Detroit Mayor Dave Bing can impose cuts in police wages not that a judge has ruled in favor of 
the state Treasurer and Mayor.  The city’s police force is working without a contract.  City 
Council President Pro-tem Gary Brown says the city is moving forward.    
 



7/10/12 
2:06pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Protesters Support Bring Jobs Home Act 
Protesters have a message today in southwest Detroit- stop shipping jobs overseas.  Several 
labor union members gathered for a rally in support of the ―Bring Jobs Home‖ act.  
 
7/12/12 
6:22am 
Matt Roush 
New Power Plant for Mid-Michigan 
The parent company of Midland Cogneration Venture Limited Partnership has applied for an air 
permit for the installation of a 640 megawatt natural gas fired power plant to be located in 
Midland.  As many as 500 construction jobs could be created by the project.  MCV says the 
plant is needed to ensure continued electric capacity across Michigan. 
 
7/13/12 
5:30pm 
Stephanie Davis 
Detroit Police Face Pay Cuts 
Detroit’s police officers are in line for a ten percent pay cut just approved as part of a plan to get 
the city’s finances back on track.  Chief Ralph Godbee says he understands the frustration, and 
the pay cuts will affect all city unionized workers.  
 
7/16/12 
7:12am 
Scott Ryan 
Casino Holds Job Fair 
Firekeepers Casino in Battle Creek is hiring 300 people at a job fair.  The new hires will work in 
the casino’s new hotel and event center that will open this fall.   

 
8/17/12 
11:04am 
Pat Sweeting 
Longer Shifts for Detroit Cops 
A Wayne County judge has issued a temporary restraining order preventing Detroit Police Chief 
Ralph Godbee from implementing 12-hour shifts for officers.  Union leaders say this is a 
frustrating time for police officers.  The longer shifts are expected to save the city money in the 
long run.  
 
8/20/12 
7:12am 
Rob Sanford 
Faculty Contract Talks 
The labor contract for the Oakland University faculty will be expiring tonight and both sides are 
still at the bargaining table.  The main stumbling block is economics.  Another area university 
without a labor deal is at Wayne State. 
 



8/21/12 
10:12am 
Matt Roush 
Worker Training Focuses on IT 
Automation Alley will use a five million dollar federal worker training grant to give one-thousand 
Michiganders the IT skills for jobs now open at Hewlett-Packard, Lakeside Software and other 
tech firms.  About 300 people will go through the training at HP.  
 
8/22/12 
11:33am 
Jeff Gilbert 
New Auto Supply Plant to Create 500 Jobs 
A brand new auto supplier facility is opening in Detroit. Detroit Manufacturing Systems on the 
city’s west side is expected to bring 500 assembly jobs to the city through a long-term contract 
with Ford Motor Company. Detroit Manufacturing Systems is a joint venture between the Rush 
Group and French supplier Faurecia SA. 
 
8/22/12 
4:06pm 
Tim Skubick 
Deadline Nears For Collective Bargaining Issue 
A deadline is approaching on the collective bargaining issue.  Supporters want the constitutional 
amendment to appear on the November general election ballot.   
 
8/23/12 
5:11am 
Matt Roush 
Local Businesses Receive Incentives 
The Michigan Strategic Fund has approved more job-creating incentives for local businesses.  
Among them was a 35-million dollar expansion of Ogihara America Corporation, an auto 
supplier that will create 78 new jobs.     
 
9/1/12 
12:06pm 
Jeff Gilbert 
CAW Contract Talks Underway 
The head of the Canadian Auto Workers says they're nowhere close to a deal with Detroit's 
automakers on cutting labor costs.  But, C-A-W president Ken Lewenza says talks are 
continuing today in Toronto.  Chrysler, General Motors, and Ford want C-A-W labor costs to 
match their U-A-W counterparts.  The union says they should share in the successful 
turnaround of the auto industry--and is leaning toward lump sum payments in lieu of annual 
wage hikes.  The C-A-W contracts expire September 17th. 
 
9/3/12 
9:04am 
Ron Dewey 
Labor Day 2012 
Union members from the shop floor to the classroom are marching on the streets of Detroit for 
the annual Labor Day Parade.  Dave Figurski walked away from his circulation job at the Detroit 
News in the aftermath of the 1995 newspaper strike, went back to school to be a teacher...now 
at a Warren elementary school, the cutbacks in education have taken him from one labor 
dispute to another.. 
 
 



9/21/12 
6:06pm 
Jeff Gilbert 
CAW Talks Focus On Chrysler 
The President of the Canadian Auto Workers Union is expressing confidence that they can get a 
contract with Chrysler by early next week. With Ford and GM deals in hand, CAW President 
Ken Lawenza says they were able to make all of the issues clear to Chrysler 
 
9/26/12 
5:05am 
Scott Ryan 
CAW Likes New Deal 
Local leaders of the Canadian Auto Workers are in favor of the proposed contract between 
General Motors and the C-A-W.  Local union leaders were 99 percent in favor of the four-year 
pact.  Rank-and-file members are expected to vote today and tomorrow.  C-A-W-Ford workers 
already ratified their contract, while talks between the union and Chrysler are ongoing in 
Toronto.  A deal isn't expected with Chrysler until at least the end of the week. 

 

 
RACE RELATIONS 
 
7/11/12 
9:33am 
Newsroom 
Mitt Romney Speaks at NAACP Convention 
Republican presidential hopeful Mitt Romney speaks to the N-double-A-C-P today, making a 
pitch for African American votes at that group's annual meeting in Houston. Romney will focus 
on the economy, something that's been the crux of his campaign so far, and he's hopeful it will 
resonate with a voting block that has so-far overwhelmingly supported President Obama. 
 
7/12/12 
Various 
Newsroom 
Vice President Biden Speaks To NAACP Members 
Vice President Joe Biden spoke to an NAACP convention in Houston today -- the same group 
that booed Republican hopeful Mitt Romney yesterday for saying he would get rid of what he 
called "Obamacare."  Biden drew cheers as he credited Obama for championing the landmark 
health care law. President Barack Obama appeared in a pre-taped video message -- asking 
NAACP members to keep "standing with him" as he seeks re-election. 
 
7/12/12 
3:11pm 
Jayne Bower 
Public Hearings to Focus on Civil Rights for Gay Community 
Are Michigan's civil rights policies adequate to protect the gay community?  The state's civil 
rights department is trying to find out...through a series of public hearings across the state.  
Regina Calcagno from the department says they hope to hear first-person accounts this evening 
in Ann Arbor 
 
 
 
 
 



7/20/12 
5:11pm 
Kathryn Larson 
Racial Profiling Possible In Arrest 
Was a Detroit Lion a victim of racial profiling?  That's what a District Judge in Montecello, 
Arkansas is trying to figure out after Defensive Tackle Corey Williams was arrested last year on 
a drunk-driving charge. Williams returned to an Arkansas courtroom Wednesday and his 
attorney filed a motion to suppress the charge.  Williams allegedly crossed the center line and 
blew a .10 when he was pulled over by a state trooper last year. 
 
8/2/12 
7:33pm 
Jon Hewett 
NAACP Pushes For Ballot Proposal 
The Detroit Branch of the NAACP is asking federal officials to force the state to place a petition 
on the November ballot that would repeal Michigan's emergency manager law.  The NAACP, 
activists and religious leaders also filed an emergency motion with the Michigan Supreme Court 
today. 
 
8/17/12 
1:34pm 
Brian Larsen 
Swim Club Settles Discrimination Case 
A settlement has been reached in the case of a Philadelphia-area swim club -- accused of 
discriminating against dozens of black and Hispanic children. The kids will share proceeds from 
the sale of the club -- which filed for bankruptcy. 
 
8/23/12 
12:12pm 
Brian Larsen 
Politician Hunger Strike for Equality 
Detroit Council President Charles Pugh began a 24-hour hunger strike at Affirmations in 
Ferndale. He says the goal is to bring attention to discrimination against those in the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender community. The "Michigan Hungry 4 Equality" campaign will 
continue until the November 6th General Election with a different person refusing to eat for a 
day. 
 
8/29/12 
5:32am 
Ron Dewey 
MSU Police Investigate Possible Hate Crime 
A suspect has been identified in the attack of a Michigan State University student from Oakland 
County.  But, police are wondering if a hate crime actually took place.  While the local Anti 
Defamation League calls it one of the worst discrimination cases they've seen, police say is still 
trying to fill in the blanks, tracking down what they call unsubstantiated statements surrounding 
the attack against Zachary Tennen of Franklin. He says he was knocked unconscious after two 
people asked if he was Jewish. 
 



9/7/12 
3:12pm 
Jon Hewett 
Police Chief Files Discrimination Lawsuit 
The Former Police Chief of Holly plans to sue the city... because she says she was put on leave 
as retaliation for filing sexual harassment and gender discrimination claims against city officials.  
Elena Danishevskaya was given a vote of no-confidence from her officers after filing the claims, 
and put on paid leave. 
 
9/8/12 
6:42am 
Mike Campbell 
Job Seeker Boot Camp Deals With Discrimination 
Getting a job is tough these days. But not so tough that anyone should have to put up with 
discrimination or even sexual harassment.  During a recent job-seekers boot camp, Daron 
Calhoun, with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission in Detroit, says it's important all 
want-to-be employees know their rights. Calhoun says a fictional fast-food restaurant crew chief 
who insists a female employee date him because he got her the job is just one example. 
 

9/8/12 
5:11pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Housing Discrimination Lawsuit Finalized 
Local and state officials are expected to join real estate and banking executives in detailing a 
plan to build 104 houses in Hamtramck as part of a racial discrimination lawsuit.  The $50 
million project will be announced Monday.  A federal judge ruled in a 1968 class action lawsuit 
that officials in the Detroit enclave knew blacks would more likely lose homes than whites when 
three neighborhoods were cleared in the 1950s and 1960s to make way for a freeway and new 
houses.  About 74 percent of the residents who lost homes were black. 

 

 
REGIONAL REVITALIZATION 
 
7/11/12 
8:42am 
Matt Roush 
New Investment for Lightweight Engine 
Bill Gates is among the investors putting money into a new energy efficient engine developed by 
Allen Park-based EcoMotors International.  The investment totals 32.5 million dollars.  The 
funds will allow EcoMotors to expand its research and development capability and accelerate 
the creation of gasoline versions of OPOC engine.  OPOC stands for opposing piston, opposing 
cylinder.   
 
7/12/12 
6:22am 
Matt Roush 
New Power Plant for Mid-Michigan 
The parent company of Midland Cogneration Venture Limited Partnership has applied for an air 
permit for the installation of a 640 megawatt natural gas fired power plant to be located in 
Midland.  As many as 500 construction jobs could be created by the project.  MCV says the 
plant is needed to ensure continued electric capacity across Michigan. 
 
 



7/12/12 
1:06pm 
Florence Walton 
Quicken Loans Seeks Tax Break 
Quicken Loans wants a tax break.  The company is applying for a nearly 14-million dollar 
personal property tax exemption for the Dime Building in downtown Detroit.  Quicken has been 
buying buildings in hopes of rebuilding the Woodward Corridor.   
 
7/13/12 
3:07pm 
Florence Walton 
Patent Office Opens in Detroit 
Detroit becomes the first city in the country to have its own U.S. patent satellite office.  
University of Michigan president Mary Sue Coleman says having the satellite office in Michigan 
will shorten the process of moving inventions to the market place.  Hundreds of news jobs are 
expected to be created.   
 
7/16/12 
2:12pm 
Zahra Huber 
Preparations Underway for Neighborhoods Day 
Organizations who want to take part in next month’s Neighborhoods Day have to sign up 
quickly.  The event focuses on reconnecting families, people and their neighborhoods.  ARISE 
Detroit Executive Director Luther Keith says this is the 6th annual event and it grows every year.  
 
7/27/12 
5:51am 
Matt Roush 
D-Hive Double Size of Entrepreneur Class 
The newly launched D-hive is doubling the size of its business and project planning class for 
entrepreneurs called Build.  D Hive is a downtown hub for resources to live, work, engage or 
start a business in Detroit.   
 
8/21/12 
3:11pm 
Pat Sweeting 
Detroit Focuses on Rebuilding Neighborhoods 
The City of Detroit continues to focus on rebuilding historic neighborhoods like Boston-Edison 
where seven of thirteen renovated homes are for sale.  The properties are owned by the Detroit 
Land Bank Authority which has a select group of contractors to do the work.  
 
8/22/12 
11:05am 
Vickie Thomas 
Detroit Looks to Save Recreation Department 
Detroit Mayor Dave Bing has unveiled his strategy for saving and funding the city’s Recreation 
Department.  The mayor wants the private sector to play a major role.  
 



8/22/12 
11:33am 
Jeff Gilbert 
New Auto Supply Plant to Open in Detroit 
A brand new auto supplier facility is opening in Detroit. Detroit Manufacturing Systems on the 
city’s west side is expected to bring 500 assembly jobs to the city through a long-term contract 
with Ford Motor Company. Detroit Manufacturing Systems is a joint venture between the Rush 
Group and French supplier Faurecia SA. 
 
8/23/12 
5:11am 
Matt Roush 
Local Businesses Receive Incentives 
The Michigan Strategic Fund has approved more job-creating incentives for local businesses.  
Among them was a 35-million dollar expansion of Ogihara America Corporation, an auto 
supplier that will create 78 new jobs.     
 
9/14/12 
3:07pm 
Tim Skubick 
Governor Plans Trip to China 
Governor Rick Snyder says he hopes to return from a weeklong China trip with both new and 
renewed business and trade relationships. The governor says the trip from Tuesday through 
September 27th with other officials aims to boost trade, tourism and investment between the 
countries. It includes stops in Shanghai. 
 
9/15/12 
6:11am 
Greg Bowman 
Oakland County Execs Head to China 
State and local officials hope a trip to China will boost trade, tourism, and investment between 
the two countries, and bring more jobs and investment back to Michigan. Oakland County 
Deputy Executive Matthew Gibb says he'll be meeting with auto companies, government 
officials and the banking industry to encourage more Chinese investment in Michigan and 
Oakland County. 
 
9/19/12 
10:21am 
Matt Roush 
State Approves Incentives for Businesses 
The Michigan Economic Development Corporation has approved expansion incentives for five 
more companies. The projects are expected to generate up to $59.6 million in investments and 
add 387 new jobs in Michigan. Included is a niche automotive engineering company in Troy, a 
plastics company in Canton Township, an advanced materials company in Midland, a food 
processor in Imlay City and Fennville, and an auto parts maker in mid-Michigan's Homer. 

 
 
 



TRANSPORTATION/LOGISTICS 

 
7/8/12 
8:14am 
Rob Sanford 
Warning about Bikers 
Warm weather and the lagging economy have led to more bicycle riding in Michigan. Police 
agencies and others are concerned about how safe it is to ride bikes on local streets. One rider 
says it's not just vehicles that are to blame in some accidents... The experts say of all traffic 
accidents involving bicycles....77% result in injury or death. 
 
7/11/12 
1:04pm 
Jeff Gilbert 
Safety Advocates Call For Recall 
Safety advocates are asking the government to look into ordering a new recall of some Ford 
SUV’s.  The Center for Auto Safety claims repairs made during an earlier recall could have 
damaged the cruise control cables in 470,000 Ford Escapes from the 02-04 model years.   
 
7/15/12 
8:11pm 
Gary Lundy 
SUV Recall 
Ford Motor Co. is recalling more than 10,000 redesigned 2013 Escape SUVs to fix carpet 
padding that could get in the way of braking. Owners will be notified from Ford on when to take 
the vehicle to the dealer for repairs. 
 
7/16/12 
10:04am 
Jeff Gilbert 
Ford Recall 
A carpet issue is causing Ford to order a recall of its brand new Escape SUV.  The location of 
the carpet padding could allow a driver to hit the brake pedal on the side increasing the 
possibility of a crash.  
 
7/23/12 
3:33pm 
Jon Hewett 
Federal Funds for New Buses, Transit Facilities 
Michigan will get about $47 million in federal funds to replace old buses and improve transit 
facilities across the state.  The Suburban Mobility Authority for Regional Transportation will get 
$30 million to replace buses in the Detroit area. On-board security cameras also will be installed 
on buses and a GPS vehicle location system added. 
 
8/18/12 
4:06pm 
Scott Ryan 
GM, Isuzu Recall 
General Motors and Isuzu are recalling more than 250-thousand SUVs because window and 
door lock switches can cause fires. The Chevrolet Trailblazer, GMC Envoy, Buick Rainier, Isuzu 
Ascender and Saab nine-seven-X SUVs from the 2006 and 2007 model years are affected.  The 
SUVs were sold in 20 states where salt is used to clear snowy roads.  G-M says fluid can get 
inside the driver's door, shorting out a circuit board. 



 
8/21/12 
12:42pm 
Jeff Gilbert 
U.M and Government Car Test Experiment 
The U.S. government and the University of Michigan are hoping that a real-world test of cars 
that can talk to each other will eventually make roads safer. The school and the U.S. 
Transportation Department kicked off a year-long experiment that will involve about 28-hundred 
vehicles driven by real people on the streets of Ann Arbor. 
 
8/22/12 
6:07am 
Jeff Gilbert 
New Highway Safety Experiment 
A year-long experiment in highway safety is getting underway today in Ann Arbor.  Three 
thousand cars will be connected with sensors that let them communicate with each other and 
the infrastructure.  
 
8/22/12 
9:23am 
Matt Roush 
New App Help Car Drivers 
A locally made smartphone app promises to make driving and wrecking your car easier than 
ever.  Spork LLC developed LeaseCrunch which helps drivers keep track of their leased 
vehicle’s mileage in order to prevent overcharges.   
 
9/11/12 
10:05am 
Rob Sanford 
Detroit Bus System Improvements 
Detroit city buses--are bustling with people. A little more than half a year ago....a private 
company started to manage the department after all kinds of problems. The Detroit Financial 
Advisory Board heard a report yesterday that the situation is improving. A spokesman for a 
transportation consulting firm said since privatization...driver salaries and overtime dropped by 
$1.3 million between January and May, while ridership was up. One of the key moves was to 
schedule more busses for a third of all customers who ride the Woodward, Gratiot, Grand River 
and Dexter routes. It's meant a bus will run every 15 minutes between 6am to 6pm. 
 
9/17/12 
4:52pm 
Jon Hewett 
Major Road Won’t Re-open as Scheduled 
A traffic alert for Macomb County drivers.  Van Dyke Avenue will not re-open tomorrow morning 
as expected. The Michigan Department of Transportation says Consumer's Energy has 
encountered some issues with a new gas main going in under Van Dyke near I-696 so the road 
won't reopen until Thursday.  Drivers can use Mound Road as an alternate. 
 
9/20/12 
6:06am 
Jeff Gilbert 
Driverless Car Forum Preview 
WWJ's Auto Experts Jeff Gilbert discusses the future of self driving vehicles and where the 
technology is heading.  



 
9/26/12 
10:33am 
Scott Ryan 
Traffic Deaths Increase in US 
2012 has been a deadly year for drivers across the U-S.  The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration says there were more than 16-thousand traffic deaths in the U-S in the first half 
of 2012--up nine percent from the same period last year.  That's the biggest increase since the 
government began collecting detailed crash data in 1975. 
 
9/29/12 
8:23pm 
Chrystal Knight 
Changes Coming For Detroit Buses 
More changes are expected to start today along Detroit public bus routes. The addition of a 
midnight bus along the Dexter route from the Rosa Parks Transit Center in downtown Detroit. 
Changes during the week include an additional 30-minute wait between buses from 7-9 p.m. 
along the Michigan route -- but the time between buses on Greenfield will drop from 30 minutes 
to 23 minutes. Transportation officials say the changes are based on transit demands and are 
designed to make travel times more efficient. 

 

WWJ Community Outreach Events 
 
August 17th  
WWJ Newsradio 950's John McElroy and Jeff Gilbert moderated a panel of experts who  
discussed the stories behind the muscle cars of yesterday and the inside story of today’s most 
exciting performers such as the 2013 Chrysler SRT Viper and the 2013 427 Corvette 
Convertible!  The panel of experts included:  Jamal Hameedi - SVT Chief Nameplate Engineer, 
Ford Dave Leon - Global Vehicle Line Executive, General Motors Erich Heuschele, Vehicle 
Integration Responsible – 2013 SRT Viper, Chrysler Group LLC 
 
September 20th 
Driverless Car Forum 
WWJ's Auto Experts Jeff Gilbert and John McElroy will host a panel of experts who will discuss 
the future of self driving vehicles. Find out where the cutting edge of technology is heading, who 
are the buyers and are they willing to pay for the luxury.  Panelists Include: Dr. Nady Boules, 
Director of General Motors' Electrical & Controls Integration Lab, General Motors, Christian 
Schumacher, Director Engineering Systems and Technology, NAFTA for Continental, and Kirk 
Steudle, Director, Michigan Department of Transportation 
 
 
September 27th 
WWJ Tech editor Matt Roush hosted a WWJ business breakfast titled ―Cloud Computing: 
Sunshine or Rain for Your Business‖ Cloud computing. Everybody’s talking about it. But what is 
it? How can it help your business? Is the cloud safe? What should you look for in a cloud 
computing provider? What economic opportunity does cloud computing mean for Michigan? 
Join WWJ Newsradio 950 Technology Editor Matt Roush as he moderates a panel to discuss 
Cloud Computing: Sunshine or Rain for Your Business.  The Panel included Eric Mowry, 
Director of Technology, Secure-24 Inc., Southfield and David J. White, Regional Director-
Southeast Michigan Windstream. 

 
 



WWJ Regularly Scheduled Features 
 

Made in Michigan 
 
JULY 4 & 6:   
PAN GRILL IT.  Pre-Seasoned grill insert for any type of pan.  Developed by a former nurse. 
Scott Lewis and his dad to help people grill indoors. 
  
JULY 11 & 14:  
PERRIGRO COMPANY. Founded nearly 100 years ago the company today is the largest 
producer of tablets in the world.  Last year it produced 54 Billion tablets.  Former CEO Mike 
Jandernoa 
  
JULY 25 & 28:  
FOUNDERS BREWREY. Founded in 1997 by Dave Engbers and a partner.  The pair was 
college friends who loved making beer at home. Today it's one of the fastest growing breweries 
in the country.  
  
AUGUST 1 & 3:   
BELLE TIRE:  Founded in 1922 in Detroit today it's owned by the Barns family.  
  
AUGUST 8 & 11:   
MARS ADVERTISING.  Founded 40 years ago by former model Marilyn Barnett.  Now headed 
by her son Ken.  It's the largest retail oriented ad agency in the country. 
  
AUGUST 15 & 18:  
BELLE FORK LIFT. Founded by Dwayne Bell in 1972.  A company that services all types of fork 
lifts.  Bell worked two jobs after founding his company in order to make ends meet for his family. 
  
AUGUST 22 & 25:   
DEARBORN SAUSAGE.  Founded by Victor Caush in 1946 in Dearborn. Today Todd Meyer 
runs the company which provides sausage products to markets in Michigan. 
  
AUGUST 30 & SEPTEMBER 1:   
GRAND TRAVERSE PIE COMPANY.  Founded in 1996 by Mike and Denise Busley the married 
county did not know how to make pies until after they came up with the concept for the store.  
  
SEPTEMBER 5 & 9:  
 SHIELDS PIZZA.  Founded in 1946 in Detroit at the Davison and Shields Street.  The deep 
dish pizza is a closely guarded secret.  Now have 4 locations.  
  
SEPTEMBER 12 & 15:  
MAGIC MOMENT APP. Founded by 23 year old Trever George and his partners one year ago. 
Magic Moment is the only app that allows you to take a photo with your phone, re-produce it on 
a product, then sell that product on line. 
  
SEPTEMBER 18 & 21:   
CHIVE' TALKIN’ Founded one year ago.  Daphne Zarger says the company ships fresh, organic 
herbs nationwide. 
  
 
 
SEPTEMBER 26 & 29:  



GROCERS DAUGHTER.  Founded 10 years ago by Mimi Wheeler in Empire Michigan.  The 
chocolates have garnered national critical acclaim.   

 

 
Difference Maker in the Community 

 
7/30/12 
July's Difference Maker is former social worker Renee Fluker who founded the Midnight Golf 
Program 11 years ago. She said disadvantaged kids needed to learn more than basketball and 
football; the golf course, after all, is where a lot of business gets done in today’s world. The 
students in the golf program meet twice a week for 30 weeks at Marygrove College 
 
8/31/12 
August's Difference Maker is Chris Ruzzin of Southfield who was born with a disability which he 
was able to overcome, but nine years ago he was in a car accident which left him in a wheel 
chair.  Ruzzin met one of his biggest challenges at a curb. ―I was traveling in my wheelchair, 
and I traveled over near the intersection of 12 Mile and Greenfield, and I notice on the east side 
of Greenfield that the corners did not have any curb cut ramps,‖ he said.  Ruzzin fought for three 
years to get the curbs cut so they’d be accessible to everyone. This year he succeeded. 
 
9/24/12 
September’s Difference Maker is the Assistance League of Southeast Michigan.  Every fall 
when school gets back in session, the Assistance League of Southeast Michigan clothes about 
1,800 children in the tri-county area through Operation School Bell.  And they’ve done it every 
year since 1995 — helping more than 17,000 children overall. Members go to the schools 
during Operation School Bell, set up a store and one by one the children selected by the 
school’s social workers choose a new winter coat, hat, gloves — and a week’s worth of clothes 
including underwear, socks, shoes, jeans, school uniforms, and a hygiene kit, all packed in a 
new duffel bag. 

 
 
CBS Job Desk 
 
July 14, 2012 
The Henry Ford posts 3 jobs. Burroughs has 5 openings.  Chase Plastics is hiring. And Career 
Focus Consulting Services is also looking for people. 
  
July 15, 2012 
Know your strengths, but always be open-minded about new opportunities. When trying to make 
yourself stand out to potential employers, maximizing on your unique strengths is 
crucial...Whether it’s leadership roles, writing, networking, or whatever. But branch out. New 
opportunities are what you make of them. 
  
July 21, 2012 
As people move away from traditional paper resumes in favor of online profiles and 
communications, make sure you know how to effectively use the Internet and technology in your 
job search! 
  
July 22, 2012 
It's always a good idea to practice answering common interview questions...but take that a step 
further. RECORD YOURSELF, and really give it a critical listen. 
  



July 28, 2012 
Gentex is posting 9 engineering positions this week. Solid Cage, a Michigan based boutique 
software development and consulting services provider, posts 7 jobs. International Bancard 
posted 4 new jobs, Quicken loans is still beefing up staff...posted around 40 openings. 
  
July 29, 2012 
It can be pretty overwhelming if you're re-entering the workforce after being away for a while...a 
challenging economy, new technology, social media. But career coach and trainer Kelly Olin 
says just because you have been out of the workplace don’t mean you have to start from the 
bottom. 
  
August 4, 2012 
Merrimac & Associates posted 12 jobs, including positions for a Product Manager, a Design 
Engineer, a Senior Quality Control Engineer and a Welding Engineer. iRule LLC posted 3 jobs 
for a Software Development Engineer, a Lead Technical Trainer and a position in Software 
Sales. 
  
August 5, 2012 
As many companies prepare to fill summer jobs and internships, do your homework before 
hitting the career fairs. Research the companies attending the event. Know where you want to 
spend your time. Have specific questions to ask them 
  
August 11, 2012 
Some people think it won’t be long before online profiles and video resumes will be the norm.  
Hired My Way.com says the cool thing about a video resume is that it never stops working for 
you. But remember...brief is better. 
  
August 12, 2012 
Boutique software maker solid cage is looking for people, posting 10 openings this week.  
Quicken loans posts 39 openings. Network security provider Nuspire is also looking for 
candidates to fill 7 positions. 
  
August 18, 2012 
While your credentials may get you in the door, the way you carry yourself greatly impacts the 
employer’s perception of you. Your body language is key, and communicates how confident, 
comfortable, and personable you are. 
 
August 19. 2012 
In almost any career or industry, having a blog can both help you find a job and keep you 
moving forward in your career. You can make connections, show off your skills, and stand out to 
employers. 
  
August 25, 2012 
Allstate posts 17 openings this week.  12 positions at Sun Communities. Nextek Power Systems 
needs a Vice President of Sales. When you create your job desk profile, you can apply for jobs, 
refer friends and put some money in your pocket. 
 
August 26, 2012 
Make sure you're good with networking etiquette basics, and it will be one less thing you have to 
worry about when making connections. 
  
 
 
September 1, 2012 

https://webmail.cbs.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=tn_GZSXjmUGSi1zQf54b_vktCK1ndc8IesRvb3jy5bH_zAzZLAqRjWkY1gwEca0UpOvR7xInypE.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwebmail.cbs.com%2fowa%2fWay.com


Some people think it won’t be long before online profiles and video resumes will be the norm.  
Hired My Way.com says the cool thing about a video resume is that it never stops working for 
you. But remember...brief is better. 
  
September 2, 2012 
It can be pretty overwhelming if you're re-entering the workforce after being away for a while...a 
challenging economy, new technology, social media. But career coach and trainer Kelly Olin 
says just because you have been out of the workplace don’t mean you have to start from the 
bottom. 
  
September 8, 2012  
Every time you apply to a job, tailor your resume/cover letter specifically to the job, the industry, 
and the company. Keep your skills fresh by taking online or community college courses if you 
have been out of practice for a while. 
  
September 9, 2012 
If tech jobs are on your radar....Among the new postings this week, also offering hiring and 
referral bonus....Midcoast Studio is hiring a CGI Artist. The Henry Ford needs a web developer.  
3CSI is interviewing for a Social Media Client Relationship Manager.    
  
September 15, 2012 
Facebook will soon be switching over to the new timeline page layout. Love it or hate it...timeline 
may end up being a valuable online resume. Once you're switched over, Facebook will give you 
a week to modify before its public. 
  
September 16, 2012 
It's always a good idea to practice answering common interview questions...but take that a step 
further. RECORD YOURSELF, and really give it a critical listen. 
  
September 22, 2012 
On the board this week...13 positions at Southfield-based Teledata Technology Solutions. 
Quicken Loans continues to expand its workforce with 23 openings. Nexteer automotive is 
looking to fill 15 openings. 
  
September 23, 2012 
At the Detroit Job Desk, I’m Bill Stevens, WWJ Newsradio 950. Writing samples, project 
examples, and an online presence are key parts of a portfolio.  Communication in the business 
world is important, so save copies of your best writing examples, from coursework, proposals 
and other assignments. 
  
September 29, 2012 
Manufacturers are desperately seeking skilled factory workers.  
many of the jobs---thought of previously as low paying back-breakers...are higher-tech, higher 
salaried. 
  
September 30, 2012 
Here's a great tip from Hiredmyway.com:  When meeting someone new, use the person's name 
a couple of times during conversation. This will help you remember them, and they’ll be more 
inclined to remember you and your attention to detail. 
  

 
 
Making The Grade 
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July 3:   
Perfection for an Oakland County High School student:  Avondale High School student Suzanne 
Widowek just finished her sophomore year.  She earned a perfect score of 36 on the ACT 
college entrance and placement exam.  She says she took the practice test twice before and felt 
pretty confident about how she did, and thought a 36 score was possible.  She would like to 
attend Harvard or Yale and would like to become an author someday. 
 
July 5:  
Stepping up the fight against bullying:  Michigan Education Association President Steven Cook 
says students should not be bullied in silence.  Tell someone what’s going on.  Cook says 
students, teachers and school districts need to be more proactive against bullying.  He says if 
you look back at a number of suicides and other tragic events, many of them can be tied back to 
bullying. 
 
July 10:  
Detroit College Promise:  140 Detroit Public Schools students are being honored with college 
scholarship awards from the Detroit College Promise.  Dr. Nat Pernick is Founder and Director 
of the program.  Pernick says for every dollar they gave to students, they managed to obtain 
nearly 30 dollars in other financial aid for the students.  Last year, they gave out about 50 
thousand dollars, and managed to leverage about 1.5 million dollars in grants, not loans. So the 
students won’t have to pay back the money. 
 
July 12:  
Detroit Public Schools students getting on the job experience in the construction industry.  DPS 
Bond Construction Manager Carol Weaver says this gets the students off the streets, get them 
work experience, and for many, it’s their first job.  32 students will be working for 9 weeks this 
summer at school construction sites.  Jalen Jones from City High School says he learned a lot, 
like how they put turf down for the football field and other aspects of the construction industry. 
Kenya Gouch attended CMA High School and is now a student at Columbia University.   She 
says they learned about masonry, plumbing and carpentry.  But they also learned about time 
management and other work skills. 
 
July 17:  
 The Race is on.  The University of Michigan is one of 18 schools competing in the 2012 Solar 
Car Challenge.  Jason Fite is a senior from Novi, managing in Atmospheric Science.  He’s the 
manager of the U-M Quantum Race Car Team.  He says the weather obviously plays a big role 
in solar car racing. He says his goal is to determine what is the optimum speed for the car to 
make sure they get to the finish line first, without running out of energy.  He says a lot of the 
technology in this car will be on everyday cars of the future.  
 
July 19:  
Bringing more technology to the classroom:  Utica Schools Superintendent Dr. Christine Johns 
says the district is bringing more technology into the classroom, not to replace teachers, but to 
enhance the work teachers do.  She says teachers will always be the most important element in 
the classroom. Students are already using Facebook, Smartphones and Twitter to communicate 
with each other.   Johns travelled to Washington, D.C. to meet with other educators on the best 
way to use this technology to learn. 
 
 
 
 
July 24:  



A local teacher is bringing books to kids on his specially-equipped bike.   Field Elementary 
School teacher Pete Pazouli in the Plymouth-Canton District wants to make sure kids are 
reading over the summer.  He is delivering books to the kids twice a week using his bike cab.  
He says he’s sort of like the Good Humor Man with books.   And he says kids can’t wait for him 
to come back so they trade in their old book for a new one. 
 
July 26:  
Summer jobs for kids in Detroit.  Shawna Hayward of Detroit City Connect, which created the 
Grow Detroit Young Talent Community Campaign.  She says there are still some summer jobs 
available for Detroit Young People. She says in the last year, they have had more than 20 
thousand young people apply for jobs, with only about one thousand available.  The campaign 
calls for local businesses to donate money or hire young people directly. 
 
July 31:   
Something new to help teachers in Michigan and across the country.  It’s a web-based resource 
for teachers called ―Share My Lesson.‖  American Federation of Teachers President Randi 
Weingarten says it’s a digital filing cabinet, which made the announcement about the program in 
at the union’s national convention in Detroit.   She says the program allows educators to share 
ideas about how to make sure students are learning and meeting state and national standards. 
 
August 7:  
Keeping kids reading over the summer months.  Melissa Labadie is coach of Camp Literacy in 
the Utica Schools.  She says the students do reading, writing and other activities related to an 
outdoor theme.  She says the camp is hosting 178 kids from Kindergarten through sixth grade, 
including one child from the Netherlands staying with a local family.   Labadie says data shows 
students who attend the camp do make substantial progress in reading levels. 
 
August 9:  
Getting ready for the new school year in one Oakland County district.  Madison School 
Superintendent Randy Speck says reading will be the top priority when students return to school 
in September.  He says they will also be doing more individualized learning with students in 
math and other subjects.  And Speck says they are reaching out to more families in and out of 
the district to attend Madison Schools. 
 
August 14:  
Making sure kids are ready to go back to school.  Nick Papadas of the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Southeast Michigan says the goal of the group’s ―Be Ready‖ program is to put emphasis on 
tenth grade, when 62 per cent of dropouts occur.   He says the group is collecting school 
supplies and making sure kids have backpacks so they are ready to begin the new school year.  
 
August 16:  
Calling on Detroit Public School alumni to give back to their old school district.  DPS Alumni 
Specialist Erica Sanders says they want the alums to get more involved in the district, so kids 
can see that they can become successful and have rewarding careers after they graduate.  
They are asking the alums to register for programs to support students in music, arts, and other 
programs. They are reaching out to as many alumni as they can in media and other professions 
to get them assistance.  
 



August 21:   
You can be a Tiger for Kids. Detroit Cornerstone Schools is hosting its 7th annual Be a Tiger For 
Kids at Comerica Park.  Ernestine Sanders is President and CEO of Cornerstone.  She says 
each person who purchases a ticket for 50 dollars; it goes directly to scholarships for students 
who attend Cornerstone.  The tickets allow each person to attend the game, and the Rock and 
Roar tailgate party before the game.  The event allows more students to attend Cornerstone in 
Detroit, where more than 95 per cent of students graduate in a city with the worst graduation 
rate in the country. 
 
August 23   
Getting students ready to attend college:  Oakland University’s Assistant Director of 
Undergraduate Admissions Dawn Slowik says families should start talking to their kids about 
college even before they start high school.  She says families need to have a discussion to help 
students prepare for the move to high school. And they need to discuss if the students and the 
families are ready financially, emotionally, and academically for the start of college.   Slawnik 
says OU has a program called ―Are You Ready for College,‖ to give them a first-hand taste of 
what college life is like. 
 
August 28:   
Keeping kids safe online as they head back to school.  Emily A. Hay of SayHay Social Media is 
one of the Co-Creators of a new social media guide called ―Saving Face,‖ for parents of tweens.   
Hay says the guide helps kids and families understand how to use Facebook, Twitter, 
Smartphones, and other sites responsibly.  And they stress that once something is sent or 
texted out there, it can’t ever be taken back.  Hay says what young people can come back to 
haunt them later when they apply for college or a job. 
 
August 30:   
Starting a new chapter in life for students who are just starting college.  University of Detroit-
Mercy President Antoine Garibaldi says he tells students should spend a lot of time getting to 
know their fellow students because they will become their lifelong friends.  He says it’s also a 
great opportunity for young people to grow academically, emotionally and spiritually over their 
next four years.  He says only 15 per cent of students at U-D Mercy now live on campus.  He’d 
like to see that number grow in the future.  
 
September 4:  
Planning for your child’s future college expenses:  How soon do you need to start saving for 
your child’s college costs?  Merrill Lynch Financial Advisor Aubrey Lee Jr. at the company’s 
Novi office says the sooner, the better.  How much do we need to save?  Lee says set aside a 
little money in your 401K, it doesn’t have to be a lot.  Set aside a little money in your college 
savings plan; it doesn’t have to be a lot. And then think about on an annual basis increasing the 
amount of money you put to both goals. Lee says you should consult with a CPA or financial 
planner to consider the tax aspects and other implications of whatever college savings plans 
you choose. 
 
September 6:  
This Eastern Michigan University student proves it’s never too late to learn.  50-year-old Valerie 
Eby says you should never stop learning. She is currently a sophomore at EMU, and has 
returned to pursue a degree, even though she and her husband have ten children, some of 
whom are older than her own kids.  Her biggest challenge after being out of school for 30 years:  
Mastering technology and learning how to use computers.  She hopes to eventually obtain a 
Master’s degree so she can teach on the college level. 
 



September 11:  
A new WAY to make sure kids is learning. Shannon Smith is Director of Charter Schools for the 
WAY Program, which provides students 14-19 with a laptop computer and access to a lab so 
they can learn on their own pace and on their own schedule.  Smith says they wrap projects 
around student’s interests and needs and students earn credits toward graduation and meeting 
state standards. WAY has just opened a new charter school in Southwest Detroit. 
 
September 13:  
More high school students in Detroit are learning online.  Jamie Fitzpatrick is President and 
CEO of Michigan Virtual University, which is providing online courses for 600 Detroit students 
who attend schools operated by the state Educational Achievement Authority. Smith says last 
year, one in five college students took an online course. But unfortunately, many students, 
especially in urban areas, have been among the least provided for in terms of access to online 
learning opportunities.  He says students and teachers both give a thumbs-up to online learning.  
 
September 18:   
A Troy teenager is on an exclusive list of America’s best and brightest high school students.  
Ioana Grosu is a senior at International Academy High School.  She’s just been named a 2012 
Davidson Fellow and awarded a ten thousand dollar scholarship.  She’s being honored for her 
philosophy project called ―Consciousness and the mind: The Hard Problem.‖  She says 
analyzed how one person’s experiences differ from another. What causes those differences and 
how they develop?  She says philosophy is important because it deals with the problems 
everyone has wondered about . 
 
September 20:  
How do you help your child when they get homesick after going away to college?  Dr. Edward 
Walton is Director of Pediatric Emergency Medicine at William Beaumont Hospital.  He says 
seven per cent of college students suffer from homesickness so badly they can’t enjoy the 
experience, and are at higher risk of dropping out.  He says everybody feels a little homesick at 
times, so it makes sense for the colleges to talk about it, and dorm reps and counselors to help 
students deal with it.  
 
September 25:  
A Plymouth-Canton Middle School band is getting a standing ovation from the National 
Foundation of Music Education.  Mark Whitlock is Band Director for the Discovery Bands.   He 
says the band was named the highest-achieving group from the State of Michigan and named 
Michigan state winners of the contest by the Music Foundation.   He says band students learn 
more than just how to play their instruments.  They also learn dedication, teamwork, and 
leadership.  And Whitlock says the so-called band geeks become the leaders of the future. 
 
September 27:  
A brand new one-stop support shop is opening in the Detroit Public Schools, for parents of 
students with special needs.  DPS Spokesman Steve Wasko says the new center will provide 
vocational, psychological, resources to health care and housing, employability, and other 
services, all under one roof for the first time.  It will be located at the Drew Resource Center in 
Wyoming.  Wasko says parents should not have to go on a scavenger hunt for services for their 
kids.  



Car Chronicles 

 
July 2, 2012:   
We look at the Great Race, talking with Jonathan Klinger, one of the participants. 
 
July 3, 2012:    
David Zuby of the Highway Data Loss Institute takes a look at the active safety systems that 
work, and those that don’t. 
 
July 4, 2012:  
 We look at projections of second half car sales, and talk with Curt McNeil of General Motors 
and analysts Jesse Toprak of Truecar.com, and Jessica Caldwell of Edmunds.com. 
 
July 5, 2012:  
JD Power Vice President David Sergeant talks about why some vehicles sell well, but don’t 
perform well on quality surveys. 
 
July 6, 2012:   
We test drive the Nissan Altima. 
 
July 9, 2012:   
Why is the Chinese government trying to cool off sales?  We talk with analyst Jim Hall from 
2953 Analytics. 
 
July 10, 2012:  
Delphi retiree Chuck Cunningham talks with us about attempts to get their pensions restored.   
 
July 11, 2012:   
Why are car companies using NFL players for endorsements?  We talk with University of Detroit 
Mercy Marketing professor Mike Bernacchi.  
 
July 12, 2012:   
Karl Brauer of Totalcarscore.com tells us about the best sports cars of the year. 
 
July 13, 2012:   
We test drive the updated Ford Flex. 
 
July 16, 2012:   
We talk with Ford marketing exec Scott Kelly about their new program ―Random Acts of Fusion,‖ 
which is being used to introduce the all new mid`-size car to the public. 
 
July 17. 2012:   
We preview the Concours d’ Elegance, and speak with director Brian Joseph. 
 
July 18, 2012: 
 We talk with Honda Manufacturing VP Rick Shostek about their plans to export vehicles from 
the U.S. to other countries. 
 
July 19, 2012:   
Hyundai North America CEO John Krafcik talks with us about the Elantra Coupe and GT. 
 
July 20, 2012:   
We test drive the Mitsubishi I. 



 
July 23, 2012:   
We preview upcoming earnings announcements with Michelle Krebs of Edmunds.com. 
 
July 24, 2012:  
Dave Leone of Chevrolet talks about the future of performance cars. 
 
July 25, 2012:   
Ford gets ready to launch the C-Max Hybrid.  We talk with marketing director Amy Muchesni. 
 
July 26, 2012:   
We speak with Katherine Hasseof Lockheed- about the next generation Humvee. 
 
July 27, 2012:   
We test drive the Lexus GS. 
 
July 30, 2012:   
Jamal Hameedi, chief engineer of Ford’s SVT performance division talks with us about 
―horsepower wars. 
 
July 31, 2012:   
GM’s learned a lot about the habits of Chevy Volt owners. We talk with GM Consumer Affairs 
director James Bell. 
 
August 1, 2012:   
Chrysler’s Ralph Kisiel talks with us about their sales growth this year. 
 
August 2, 2012:   
We talk with Ford North America Manufacturing VP Jim Tetrault about plans for a new 
transmission that will be built at Van Dyke plant in Sterling Heights. 
 
August 3, 2012:   
Acura RDX Test Drive. 
 
August 6, 2012:  
From the Management Briefing Seminars in Traverse City, we talk with Ford Global 
Manufacturing VP John Fleming about plans to standardize processes around the world. 
 
August 7, 2012:  
From the Management Briefing Seminars in Traverse City, looking for what young buyers want.  
We hear from Analyst Jeff Schuster of LMC Automotive. 
 
August 8, 2012:  
From the Management Briefing Seminars in Traverse City, Toyota North America CEO Jim 
Lentz talks about weak luxury car sales. 
 
August 9, 2012:  
From the Management Briefing Seminars in Traverse City, Faurecia North America President 
Mike Heneka talks about their growth in North America. 
August 10, 2012:  We test drive the Scion IQ. 
 
August 13, 2012:   
Getting your classic cruiser in shape.   We talk with Bob Milligan of DST Industries, which has 
moved into the classic car restoration business. 



 
August 14, 2012:  
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety CEO Adrian Lund talks about new crash tests that show 
some cars are acceptable to a certain kind of collision. 
 
August 15, 2012:   
We talk with some Woodward Dream Cruise participants about their classic cars. 
 
August 16, 2012:   
Eric Heuschle, who heads the Dodge Viper team, talks about future classic cars. 
 
August 17, 2012:   
We test drive Ford’s Boss Mustang. 
 
August 20, 2012:    
Analyst Tom Libby of RL Polk says as people keep their cars longer, they tend to be less loyal 
when they purchase new ones. 
 
August 21, 2012:   
A new experiment in vehicle to vehicle communications launches in Ann Arbor.  We hear from 
Peter Sweatman, who heads the University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute. 
 
August 22, 2012:   
Detroit Manufacturing launches its new assembly line in the city of Detroit.  We hear from 
Governor Rick Snyder and other dignitaries like UAW VP Jimmy Settles about how important 
this is. 
 
August 23, 2012:  
Nissan emphasizes on road comfort with new Pathfinder.   We hear from product planner Rich 
Miller. 
 
August 24, 2012:   
We test drive the Mercedes SL. 
 
August 27, 2012:   
It’s looking good for August car sales.   We hear from analyst Michelle Krebs of Edmunds.com. 
 
August 28, 2012:  
GM engineer Jim Federico talks to us about new microcar, the Chevy Spark. 
 
August 29, 2012:   
Chrysler CEO Sergio Marchionne says there’s too much of an emphasis on electric vehicles. 
 
August 30, 2012:  
UAW President Bob King says their big goal going forward is organizing. 
 
August 31, 2012:   
We test drive the Cadillac XTS. 
 
September 3, 2012:   
We talk with Pat McGinnes, in charge of new business for Tweddle, which has moved from a 
printer of owner’s manuals to a software developer.   
 
 



September 4, 2012:   
We look at where car sales are going with GM sales mgr. Kurt McNeil and Chrysler’s Ralph 
Kisiel. 
 
September 5, 2012:   
Kia sales VP Tom Loveless talks about their growth. 
 
September 6, 2012:   
Ford unveils a lineup of new vehicles for Europe.   We hear from product development chief Raj 
Nyer and CEO Alan Mulally. 
 
September 7, 2012:  
We test drive the Ford Focus EV 
 
September 11, 2012:  
Honda marketing chief Mike Accivitti talks about the all new Accord. 
 
September 12, 2012:  
We look at reports that Fords President of the Americas Mark Fields is about to become Chief 
Operating Officer.  We talk to Bill Visnic of Edmunds.com. 
 
September 13, 2012:  
Should the American auto industry admit defeat on electric cars?  We run that by Edmunds.com 
analyst Michelle Krebs who was in the movie ―Revenge of the Electric Car.‖ 
 
September 14, 2012:  
We test drive the Infiniti JX. 
 
September 17, 2012:  
Nady Boules of the GM team that’s working on autonomous driving technologies talks with us 
about self driving cars. 
 
September 18, 2012:  
Ford launches the all new Fusion.  We hear from product development chief Raj Nyer. 
 
September 19, 2012:  
GM Quality chief Alicia Davis-Boler talk about plans to improve customer service. 
 
September 20. 2012:  
Michigan Department of Transportation director Kirk Steudle talks about ways the government is 
getting prepared for self driving cars. 
 
September 21, 2012:  
We test drive the Chevy Corvette. 
 
September 24, 2012:  
Toyota has new hybrid plans.   We analyze them with Aaron Bragman of IHS Automotive. 
 
September 25, 2012:   
We talk about Jeff Schuster of LMC Automotive about anticipated fourth quarter car sales. 
 
September 26, 2012:   
Raj Nyer, Ford product development VP, talks about the fuel saving potential of start-stop 
technology. 



September 27, 2012:   
Ram unveils a new heavy duty pickup.  We hear from Ram CEO Fred Diaz. 
 
September 28, 2012:   
We test drive the all new Ford Escape.  

 
 
Staying in Touch 
 
7/7/12 
Officials of the southwest Detroit Business association discuss their latest efforts to make the 
community better.  
  
7/14/12 
Eastern Market's Tuesday’s marketing director talks about the benefits of extending market 
operations on Tuesday. 
  
7/21/12 
Keeping films that are made in Michigan....Juanita Anderson is a faculty member of the 
Michigan Creative Film Alliance that includes top film students from the University of Michigan, 
Michigan State and Wayne State Universities. They're starting their first-ever fundraising 
campaign to fund their third production titled "Downriver" a comedy about a teenager forced 
from his posh suburban lifestyle into a middle class setting after the death of his father. 
Anderson says the campaign through kickstart dot com lets individuals and businesses show 
their support for upcoming Michigan filmmakers. 
  
7/28/12 
Cruise for a Cause...Sharon Common of Detroit Central City Community Health ready to set sail 
August 9th aboard the yacht Ovation on the Detroit River. This will be their 4th annual fundraiser 
to fund Detroit Central City's mental health and outreach programs. 
  
8/4/12 
DTE energy vice-president Vincent Dow talks about the many facets of power outages. 
  
8/11/12 
Becky Wilson with Life Remodeled, a non-profit group behind the project where a house has 
been built from the ground up in six days for a needy family. With all volunteer workers and 
trades people, donating materials and time. Group president Chris Lambert says they take a 
more holistic approach...The goal of Life Remodeled is to build at least six new homes this 
year...each in six days. 
  
8/18/12 
A growing problem...Laura Gruzwalski is a staff ecologist with the Wild Ones North Oakland 
chapter talking about Phragmites are those tall weeds you see growing in wetlands, along the 
lakeshore, even roadways...and they are wreaking havoc on the great lakes ecological system. 
  
8/25/12 
Making Back to school a little easier with backpacks...DMC Children’s Hospital and Huntington 
Bank this week giving 9-HUNDRED backpacks full of school supplies to 900 students and their 
families... Director of Ambulatory Services Bob MacKenzie says they are seeing a greater need 
in the four years they've been part of this program. 
  
 



9/1/12 
Saying no to sex and yes to their future...Tricia Hamzik is program director of the SWIFT 
program at the YMCA, which goes beyond the traditional abstinence until marriage approach. 
The SWIFT program is utilized by participating schools as part of their health program, using 
self-esteem as a major component.  
  
9/8/12 
Growing more than fruits and vegetables...Emily Eisle is the director of the HAVEN garden 
project, a partnership with the HAVEN domestic violence shelter in Pontiac and the Michigan 
Young Farmer Coalition...with resident volunteers they have grown over 8-THOUSAND pounds 
of food for the shelter...A project that also involves children of residents. 
  
9/15/12 
Bringing back more than Boblo memories....Richard Anderson is president of the S.S. Columbia 
project, in the process of restoring one of the two Boblo boats that were a fixture on the Detroit 
River not that long ago in the summertime memories of Detroiters. The fourth Annual 
fundraising cruise will set sail on the Detroit River September 23rd from Wyandotte, to help 
further the efforts to make the Columbia seaworthy.  
  
9/22/12 
The fight against sexual assault and domestic violence, one step at a time. Suzanne Coates of 
Turning Point of Macomb County, sponsor of the Tara Grant memorial 5-K Walk and Run 
September 29th in Mount Clemens...the fifth year since her murder, one of the area's most 
notorious crimes...Proceeds from the event help Turning Point continue their programs aiding 
victims of domestic violence and sexual assault, and efforts to raise awareness. 
  
9/29/12 
Fight Like a man...Dr. Micheal Lutz of the Michigan Urology Institute preparing for the 2nd 
annual Men's Health Event, this year being held at ford Field after outgrowing their inaugural 
site when nearly a thousand men showed up to be screened for potential health issues 
 

 
Caregiver Resource Guide 
 
July 2, 2012  
Sister Mary Ellen Howard of the Cabrini Clinic in Corktown thinks that while the Affordable Care 
Act will help many people, there will still be about 20 million Americans who'll still have to rely on 
clinics like Cabrini because they don't qualify for Medicare or Medicaid and have very little 
income. More reforms, she believes, are needed.   
  
July 9, 2012 
If you are sexually active, when was your last HIV screening?  Eric "Skip" McClatchey, of the 
Wayne State University Physician’s Group Infectious Disease Clinic says 25% of people with 
HIV don't know they're infected. So, the sooner you're tested and diagnosed, the sooner 
treatment can begin.    
       
July 16, 2012 
The Gift of Life saves a suburban woman's sight. Forty-something mother of two Cassandra 
Perry says a complaint by her daughter of vision problems prompted her to have hers and her 
children's vision tested. Perry had also been losing her vision & learned she suffered from 
Fuchs Corneal Dystrophy. Through the Gift of Life, she received the transplants that saved her 
from going blind. 
  



July 23, 2012 
Want to set yours or a child's creative side free? Do what Toledo, Ohio artist Christopher 
Brautigan does -- use found objects. Brautigan brought an exhibit of his found object robots to 
this year's Ann Arbor Art Fair. Brautigan says you don't have to spend a lot of money. Look 
around in the attic, basement or garage for items like old cans, flatware and sportswear ... then 
let their imaginations take over. You'll be surprised how the items are transformed. Parents can 
have fun with it, too. 
  
July 30, 2012 
Benefits of regular physical exercise: How much exercise you should do depends on your 
overall health. But, specialists advise getting a thorough check-up and then begin with regular 
walks; building from there. If walking isn't possible -- there are chair exercises that'll get your 
heart pumping at a higher rate. Blood pressure, blood sugar levels and brain function also 
benefit. 
  
August 3, 2012 
Ignoring your blood pressure could be a deadly mistake. Sister Victoria Indyk, a Nursing 
instructor at Madonna University, says we should monitor our blood pressure regularly. 
According to Sr. Victoria, one of most difficult things for people with hypertension to do is remain 
on their medication once they begin to feel better. The mistake people make is not realizing it's 
the medication that's actually controlling the disease; a disease known as the silent killer.  
  
August 6, 2012 
This week offers parents and caregivers the perfect opportunity to teach children a valuable 
civics lesson: let them accompany you to the polls when you vote in the Primary election. Help 
them understand what political candidates are saying when they ask for our votes and let your 
children see the voting process up close by taking them to your polling place and watch you 
vote.  
  
August 10,  
Why babies benefit from breast-feeding. Kendra Rogers, a mother of three, is breastfeeding her 
9 month old. She says there were never any second thoughts about doing so. Breast-feeding 
benefits babies in many ways. It offers anti-body protection to your developing infant, helps 
develop a bond between mother and child and -- as in her babies’ case -- helped him grow from 
his seven pound birth weight to the 25 pound baby boy he is today. Local health departments 
and a group like LaLeche League can provide information to parents on breast-feeding. 
  
August 17, 2012 
Postpartum blues and dad: Expectant and new dads -- if you're feeling kind of' down and can't 
understand why you're depressed ... researchers shows it may be pre-natal or post-partum 
depression. About 10 percent of men experienced pre-natal and post-partum depression in a 
study reported in the Journal of the American Medical Association. The problem is reported to 
have been higher in the 3-to-6 month postpartum period. It's recommended that new fathers 
being involved in pre-and-post delivery counseling sessions since post-partum depression can 
impact a child's development.  
  
August 20, 2012 
Many children are at risk for alcoholism, but do parents and caregivers know the warning signs?  
The National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism joined forces with the American 
Academy of Pediatrics to develop a screening tool designed to help reveal the adolescent or 
teenager who is already drinking or at risk for developing the habit by associating with others 
youths who drink.  
  
 



August 24, 2012 
Fire safety drills should be a routine part of family life. Have you developed a plan for escaping 
in the event a fire breaks out in your home?  Draw-up a map of the escape route, practice with 
family members and post your escape plane where family members can see it. Make certain 
smoke detectors are working and have fresh batteries installed.  If your home has a second 
floor, place chain ladders near windows. Check with your Local fire department for more tips. 
  
August 27, 2012 
Does your daily diet include enough fluids? According to the Mayo Clinic the old 8/8-ounce 
glasses-of-water-each-day recommendation persists today. It's easy to remember. But, the 
Institute of Medicine has reportedly determined that men only need about 13 cups [or three 
liters] of fluid each day. The recommendation for women: just over two liters [9 cups]. Water is 
best for flushing toxins from vital organs and to keep the body hydrated, but other fluids also 
help. Low-sugar or sugar-free drinks are advised. 
  
August 31, 2012 
Is your workplace psychologically healthy?  The American Psychological Association web report 
"Creating a Psychologically Healthy Workplace" reminds us that a healthy workplace fosters 
health and well-being while enhancing organizational performance and productivity."  Managers 
can aid that goal with a focus on areas such as Employee Involvement, Work-Life balance, 
Employee Growth and Development, Health and Safety and Employee Recognition.  Lost 
productivity costs employers $300-billion per year. 
 
September 3, 2012 
Walking and balance. One can improve the other. The Harvard Medical School report reminds 
us that poor balance can result in injuries like hip fractures and "serious complications that 
threaten independence." But, we're told, walking can provide the physical exercise needed to 
strengthen muscles and ward-off falls. If you need to use a walker or cane to assist you -- do it. 
But, try to walk at least 150 minutes each week. 
  
September 7, 2012 
Local Senior’s voice concerns about legal issues. During the Detroit NAACP Freedom Institute's 
Senior Law Day event, local Attorney John Johnson fielded questions about the legal rights of 
seniors who are now caring for their grandchildren. Signing property over to their children or 
allowing them power of attorney over bank accounts was another   topic of discussion. Johnson 
advises that while most of these arrangements work well, there are cases where an elderly adult 
is taken advantage of and their financial accounts are drained dry.  
  
September 10, 2012 
Improving the heart patient's chances for survival:  With its Cardio Team One in place, Detroit 
Receiving Hospital has a specially-trained team of doctors and support staff on duty 24-7. Team 
members rotate shifts. In one case, a heart patient was prepped and ready for surgery within 14 
minutes of arrival in the DRH emergency department; a process that generally takes at least 
half-an-hour. 
  
September 14,    
Exercising your way to healthier bones: As we age, our bones can become brittle unless we 
take steps to keep them strong. Exercise is a way to prevent bone weakness from a disease like 
osteoporosis which a Harvard Medical School report warns can cause a bone to break while 
doing something as simple as bending over to tie a shoelace. Free weights, weight machines or 
resistance bands can help "build muscle mass and strength" which can be lost at a rate of 1 
percent a year after age 40 if you're sedentary and maintain a healthy diet.  
  
 



September 17, 2012 
Reporting child abuse is as easy as picking-up a telephone and calling your local police 
department or the Michigan Child Abuse Reporting hotline at 1-800-942-4357. Child abuse 
comes in different forms: failure to provide adequate food, clothing, shelter or medical care. It 
may also occur if a child is placed into a risky situation and an adult does nothing to prevent it. 
Nearly half of all children -- reports the Child Abuse Prevention Association -- will become 
victims of abuse. 
  
September 28, 2012 
At what age are children ready to appreciate fine art?  Sharon Madison of the Friends of African 
and African American Art recalls how a friend's 3-year old daughter -- after being exposed to the 
work of a well-known African American Artist -- recognized one of his works displayed on a 
billboard announcing an exhibit of his work at the Detroit Institute of Arts. So, she believes that 
fine-art isn't just for grown-ups who should help children understand that artistic creativity comes 
in many forms. 
   


