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News coverage this quarter focused on the Capobianco murder trial with testimony from witnesses presented by the prosecution.  
Capobianco is accused of murdering his pregnant ex girlfriend, Charli Scott, in February of 2014 and setting her vehicle on fire.  
Also this quarter, a historic 100-year-flood affected the Iao Valley area of Central Maui, resulting in a presidential disaster 
declaration.  Recovery efforts continue.  Two major storms came dangerously close to the Hawaiian Islands in August/September as 
we continue to monitor systems during the Hurricane season, which continues through the end of November.  

THIS INCLUDES A SELECTION OF THE TOP STORIES COVERED BY PACIFIC RADIO GROUP ON THE GIVEN DAYS.  

 

9/30/16 Haʻikū Man Sentenced to 
8.5 Years for Defrauding 
Indian Community 

54-year-old Bart Wayne Volen, who is a resident of San Diego, California and Haʻikū, 
Maui, was sentenced to eight and a half years in jail for defrauding the United Auburn 
Indian Community located north of Sacramento, conspiring to launder money and 
filing a false tax return. 

9/30/16 152 Untested Sex Assault 
Kits in Maui County 

Attorney General Doug Chin announced today that the Maui, Kauaʻi, and Hawaiʻi 
county police departments successfully inventoried their untested sexual assault 
evidence collection kits and that the state of Hawaiʻi had received a $2 million grant to 
assist with testing these kits. 

9/29/16 Maui County Buys 267 
Acres, Including Easement 
to “Jaws” 

The land, also referred to as the Haʻikū Sugar East Subdivision, consists of four lots 
and includes a heiau and the access easement to the "Jaws" lookout. 

9/29/16 Final Investigation Report 
on Mariner Casualty Near 
Maui 

The man was killed while his vessel was under tow by the US Coast Guard, during a 
search and rescue response on Nov. 5, 2015, about 26-miles south of Maui. 

9/28/16 Sea Link Files Request to 
Stop Molokaʻi to Maui Ferry 
Service 

Sea Link of Hawaiʻi, the ferry between Maui and Molokaʻi, offers fares of $62.04 for a 
one way ticket.  The company faces competitive air fares as low as $36. 

9/27/16 Capobianco Trial: OB/GYN 
Reviews Sonogram Images 
of Fetus 

A Maui Obstetrician-Gynecologist who treated Carly "Charli" Scott during her 
pregnancy testified as an expert witness in the field of medicine on Tuesday in the 
ongoing murder trial of Steven Capobianco. 

9/27/16 Capobianco Trial: Haʻikū 
Man Helps Police Find 
Missing Doors to 4Runner 

A Haʻikū, Maui man who helped police find the missing doors to Charli Scott's burned 
vehicle testified on Tuesday in the ongoing murder trial of Steven Capobianco. 

9/27/16 Capobianco Trial: Hand 
Injuries Detailed, Warrant 
Executed for Hair Samples 

Police answered questions about the chemical processing of Steven Capobianco's 
vehicle for the presence of blood, and the execution of a search warrant to collect hair 
samples from the defendant as part of their homicide investigation. 

9/26/16 Capobianco Trial: Forensic 
Entomologist Estimates 
Time of Death 

Prosecuting Rivera asked if the inactivity would be consistent with "wrapping a dead 
body in a blanket and taping the ends of the blanket with masking tape or other 
material."  Dr. Goff responded saying, "That would be a possibility." 

9/23/16 Quarantine Order Issued 
on Maui for Little Fire Ant 
Infestation 

Although the landowner at the Haiku property has been cooperative, state officials say 
the tenant has refused to cooperate for many months which "forced the state to take 
legal action." 

9/23/16 Maui Region Names Dr. 
Barry Shitamoto as Interim 
CEO 

The Hawai’i Health Systems Corporation – Maui Region announced today that its 
Board of Directors have selected Dr. Barry Shitamoto as Interim Chief Executive 
Officer effective Nov. 1, 2016. 

9/22/16 Governor Seeks 
Presidential Disaster 
Declaration for ʻĪao Flood 

Initial assessments put the Iao flood damage estimate at $15 million. About 20 families 
were directly impacted by the storm.  The county and National Guard continue are 
working to clear an estimated 9,000 truckloads of debris. 



Damage 

9/22/16 Agreement Reached in 
Protection of Olowalu 
Shoreline 

Maui Tomorrow Foundation has agreed to drop a lawsuit filed against HDOT to stop 
the Honoapiʻilani Highway shoreline improvements project at Olowalu. 

9/21/16 Governor to Tour ʻĪao 
Valley Flood Damage, 
Community Meeting Set 

Due to growing concerns about future ʻĪao Valley flood events, the County of Maui is 
holding a community meeting for all affected residents. 

9/21/16 Capobianco Trial: Mana 
Foods Manager Verifies 
Time Card 

Patricia Gagne, general manager at Mana Foods in Pāʻia testified on Monday, 
verifying Capobianco's pay stub records for the week of Charli Scott's disappearance. 

9/21/16 Capobianco Trial: 
Numerous Holes, Reddish 
Stains on Clothing 

An Evidence Specialist conducted presumptive testing on various pieces of clothing 
recovered from Nuaailua Bay in the search for Charli Scott to determine if the items 
should be forwarded to a DNA laboratory. 

9/19/16 Capobianco Trial: Injury 
Consistent with Use of 
Serrated Edge Knife 

A forensic pathologist said a scrape and incision injuries on a right jawbone fragment 
that was found during the search for Carly "Charli" Scott, was consistent with the use 
of a serrated edge knife and likely was inflicted by "someone attacking her with a 
sharp object" or someone using a knife to "essentially de-flesh the bone." 

9/17/16 Woman Caught in 
Propellers of Boat at 
Pailolo Challenge 

A woman in her sixties from Kurtistown, Hawaiʻi, was critically injured during the 
Pailolo Challenge outrigger canoe race from Maui to Molokaʻi on Saturday morning, 
after reportedly being caught in the propellers of an escort boat. 

9/16/16 2 Former Maui Residents 
Sentenced for Charges in 
$26M Ponzi Scheme 

George Lindell, 68, and Holly Hoaeae, 41, both formerly of Maui, were sentenced to 
210 months and 120 months imprisonment, respectively, for charges related to the 
operation of a Ponzi scheme in which 166 individuals were induced to invest over $26 
million dollars. 

9/16/16 ʻĪao Valley State Monument 
Closed Indefinitely 

ʻĪao Valley State Monument on Maui, will remain closed indefinitely due to extensive 
damage from heavy rain and flooding that occurred on the night of Sept. 13 and early 
morning on Sept. 14, 2016. 

9/16/16 Lo to Resign from Maui 
Hospital, Next Job to Lead 
Hale Makua 

Hawaiʻi Health Systems Corporation Maui Region CEO, Wesley Lo announced today 
that he will resign effective at the close of business on Oct. 31, 2016. 

9/16/16 Mālama ʻĪao: Riverside 
Residents Seek Help to 
Protect Life, Property 

A Mālama ʻĪao You Caring Crowdfunding account has been established. About 40 
riverside residents of ʻĪao Valley gathered for an emergency neighborhood meeting on 
Thursday evening expressing an urgency to protect their lives and property from any 
additional rains and flooding. 

9/15/16 STORM UPDATES: Maui 
Under Flood Watch, Traffic 
Advisories 

Streams are already high from recent rain and grounds are saturated. Thus most of 
this rainfall will lead to runoff and dangerously high water levels in streams. 

9/14/16 Mayor Signs Emergency 
Proclamation; Boil Water 
Advisory Remains 

Mayor Alan Arakawa signed an emergency proclamation today following torrential 
flooding through ʻĪao Valley that knocked out a waterline, flooded several homes with 
mud and debris and destroyed a significant portion of the County’s Kepaniwai Park 
parking lot area. 

9/14/16 Multiple Swift Water 
Rescues During Maui 
Floods 

Emergency personnel responded to multiple incidents of flash flooding and swift water 
rescues in Wailuku, Olowalu, and Ukumehame on Sept. 13, 2016. 

9/14/16 Flash Flood Wipes Out 
Land, Trees at ʻĪao Valley 

More than 60 feet of land was washed away from some portions along the river that 
runs through ʻĪao Valley as a flash flood washed boulders and trees down the 
waterway to properties below on Tuesday night, Sept. 13, 2016. 

9/13/16 Rain Totals: Puʻu Kukui 
Gets 9 Inches Over 12 
Hours 

Rain totals for the 12 hour period ending at 10 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2016, 
included more than 9 inches at Puʻu Kukui, 6 inches at Hāna Airport, and 3 inches at 
both West Wailuaiki and Haʻikū. 

9/13/16 Multiple Road Closures in 
Effect Due to Severe 
Weather 

We have multiple road closures in effect.  As of 8:25 p.m., the Honoapiilani Highway 
was impassible in both directions due to a landslide on the Kihei side of the Pali 
tunnel.  There are also multiple road conditions affecting the Hana Highway, including 
advisories at Honomanu.  Several portions of the Haiku area near the Pauwela 
reservoir are also impacted by inclement weather and flooding. 



9/13/16 Multiple Brown Water 
Advisories Issued for Maui 

A Brown Water Advisory is being issued for Hanakaʻōʻō Beach, Honokahua Bay, 
Honolua Bay, and Baldwin Beach Park on Maui, due to heavy rains. 

9/13/16 Hāna Highway Traffic: 
Landslides, Debris, 
Flooding 

Maui police advise motorists that the Hāna Highway (360) is affected by the adverse 
weather in several locations. 

9/13/16 Maui Police Issue 1,297 
Traffic Citations During 
Drive Sober Campaign 

Maui police issued 1,297 traffic citations during the 18-day Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
over campaign that began on Aug. 19, and concluded on Sept. 5, 2016. 

9/13/16 Capobianco Trial: FBI 
Agent Begins Cell Phone 
Analysis 

FBI Special Agent Michael Easter offered expert testimony as a national asset based 
on qualifications as a certified trainer in Cellular Site Analysis. 

9/12/16 Maui Flash Flood Watch 
Continues, 11 Evacuated 
from ʻĪao 

A "very moist and unstable air mass" and and "upper level trough" will interact, 
resulting in unsettled weather with the potential for flooding... 

9/11/16 Jurors Questioned, Video 
Evidence Review, Special 
Agent Due to Testify 

The court took time on Friday to question jurors after an anonymous letter was 
received by the prosecution alleging deliberations occurred outside of court. 

9/11/16 Orlene Expected to Near 
Hurricane Status on 
Monday 

Orlene is forecast to slow in forward speed through the early part of next week as it 
takes a turn toward the NNW, and makes its way toward the Central Pacific. 

9/8/16 Detective Testifies in 
Capobianco Trial: “It 
Smelled Like Decomposing 
Humans” 

A Maui Police Detective offered testimony describing a police sweep of Nuaailua 
where he discovered a jawbone fragment, body piercing and fingernails.   

9/8/16 Capobianco Trial: 
Recovered Jawbone is a 
“Match” to Charli Scott 

Pointing out at least 10 consistencies, a Maui orthodontist confirmed that a jawbone 
found at Nuaʻailua during the search for Charli Scott, belonged to the missing woman. 

9/7/16 Capobianco Trial: Police 
Recount Discovery of Bra, 
Jawbone at Nuaʻailua 

Capobianco Murder Trial: Police then came across a jawbone, clumps of hair and a 
bra that had investigators shift their focus to a more refined search. 

9/5/16 Capobianco Trial: 
Surveillance of 4Runner, 
Zip Ties, Stained Jeans 
Recovered 

Surveillance video of a 4Runner headed up Baldwin Avenue in Pāʻia, was one of the 
items presented as evidence in the ongoing murder trial of Steven Capobianco. 

9/2/16 Governor Signs 
Supplemental Emergency 
Proclamation Ahead of 
Hurricane Lester 

The original proclamation, signed on Aug. 30, authorizes the expenditure of state 
monies for quick and efficient relief of disaster-related damages, losses and suffering 
resulting from the storm. 

9/1/16 Public Urged to Take Final 
Precautions in Advance of 
Hurricane Lester 

The Maui County Civil Defense Agency today announced that with the onset of 
impacts of Hurricane Lester expected Friday night, the public is urged to plan 
accordingly and to take final precautions. 

9/1/16 Maui Closures Due to 
Lester 

Below is a list of closures associated with Hurricane Lester for Maui County.  The list 
is updated regularly to reflect the most current updates and information.  Please check 
back frequently for the latest. 

8/31/16 BREAKING: Maui Hospital 
Phased Closures 
Announced 

After facing what they called a "dismal outlook" of the hospitals’ operations without a 
public-private partnership, the Hawai‘i Health Systems - Maui Region’s Board of 
Directors decided in an afternoon meeting today, to enact phased closures of beds 
and potential hospital services. 

8/31/16 Maui Officials Urge Public 
to Stay Alert as Madeline 
Advances 

Officials are not anticipating opening any shelters, but shelter teams are on standby 
should the need to open shelters arise. Expeditions’ Lānaʻi Ferry has canceled the 
6:45 a.m. boat from Lahaina and the 8 a.m. boat from Lānaʻi 



8/31/16 Detective Finds Muddy Cell 
Phone Case in 
Capobianco’s 4Runner 

Detective Finds Muddy Cell Phone Case in Capobianco's 4Runner 

8/31/16 MADELINE UPDATES: 
Storm Warning Cancelled 

Check here for forecast updates on Madeline throughout the day specific to Maui 
County. 

8/39/16 Capobianco Trail: Cadaver 
Dogs Alert Searchers to 
Wooded Area 

Capobianco Trial: The cadaver dogs were used in two searches, the first of which was 
conducted on Feb. 20, 2014, 11 days after Charli Scott had gone missing. 

8/29/16 Maui Hospital Deal Pushed 
to 2017: Negotiations Hit 
Another Impasse 

Kaiser Permanente has stated that it will not be able to transition to take over 
operations of the Maui Region until July 1, 2017. 

8/29/16 Hurricane Watch Issued as 
Madeline Approaches 
Hawaiʻi 

The National Weather Service in Honolulu has issued a Hurricane Watch for Hawai‘i 
Island for Hurricane Madeline, which is approaching the state from the east. 

8/29/16 Witness: “Frightened” After 
Seeing Capobianco in 
Hāna 

When asked her certainty that the person she saw was Capobianco, Taylor said, 
"Sure enough that I am here in court that I'm saying that I saw him in Hāna in a car 
that I did not recognize." 

8/26/16 VIDEO: Emaciated 
Humpback Whale Makes 
Premature Appearance, 
Tailed by Tiger Shark 

In an untimely appearance, a humpback whale was spotted in Maui waters off the 
coast of Lahaina on Thursday afternoon, Aug. 25, 2016, ahead of the traditional whale 
season in Hawaiian waters. 

8/26/16 Capobianco Murder Trial: 
Defendant Seen In Hāna 
the Night of Scott’s 
Disappearance 

A former co-worker of Steven Capobianco testified on Wednesday that she saw the 
defendant driving a different 4Runner in Hāna the night Charli Scott went missing. 

8/25/16 Papahānaumokuākea 
Quadruples in Size: 
Becomes Largest 
Protected Area in the World 

Today’s action creates the largest protected area in the world, and expands the size of 
the original Papahānaumokuākea monument more than four fold. 

8/24/16 Capobianco Trial: 
Witness Says He Never 
Gave Defendant a Ride to 
Work 
 

Knight testified that he helped Capobianco find parts for his vehicle, but never drove 
him to work, as the defendant had claimed in a previous police interview. 

8/23/16 Made in Maui County 
Festival Announces 2016 
Vendors 

Maui County will hold its largest products show, the 3rd annual Made in Maui County 
Festival, at the Maui Arts & Cultural Center in Kahului on Nov. 4 & 5, 2016. 

8/20/16 Unscheduled Cane Fire 
Burns 300 Acres, Flare 
Up from Friday’s Pūlehu 
Rd Fire 

This afternoon’s fire in the Pūlehu area is believed to be a flare up of the unscheduled 
sugar cane fire that began late yesterday afternoon. 

8/17/16 Twin Cleared of Murder 
Charge on Maui, Arrested 
in New York for DWI 

A woman who was cleared of a murder charge on Maui, was arrested in New York on 
Monday for aggravated DWI after almost striking a police vehicle, police said. 

8/17/16 Capobianco Murder Trial: 
4Runner Sighted in Hāna 

A tropical flower farmer from Hāna, Maui testified that she saw a light metallic colored 
4Runner traveling on the Hana Highway the night that Capobianco said his vehicle 
stalled at Keʻanae. 

8/13/16 Maui Primary Election 
Results 2016 – FINAL 
PRINTOUT 

Maui Primary Election Results 2016 - FINAL PRINTOUT 

8.11.16 Testimony on Suicide 
Threat Allowed in 
Capobianco Murder Trial 

Testimony will be allowed relating to a witness account about a suicide threat by 
Steven Capobianco, who is standing trial for the murder of his pregnant ex-girlfriend 
Carly “Charli” Scott. 

8.10.16 Maui Finishes Runner-Up 
in Pony League World 
Series 

The Maui Pony League team ended their World Series journey as runner-up, second 
only to Chinese Taipei, with a final title game score of 12-2. 

8.7.16 Capobianco’s Ex- Kupstas agreed that in terms of her initial interaction with Capobianco that she 



Girlfriend Asked “Did 
You Do This?” 

believed it was "love at first sight," but that today, she doesn't believe "any 
impressions of him" and testified on Friday that she believes he is a "liar." 

8.6.16` TV Reporter Testifies at 
Capobianco Murder Trial 

Mileka Lincoln had interviewed the defendant within days of the disappearance and 
said there were "quite a few" details that she learned from that initial phone call. 

8.5.16 Central Maui Little 
League Intermediate All 
Stars Advance to US 
Championship 

Central Maui Little League Intermediate (13U) All-Star team advances to the US 
Championship after defeating host District 57, Davenport, CA in a 10-0 victory 
Thursday night. 

8.4.16 Complaint: Seeks to 
Revoke Enforcement 
Authority on Pesticide 
Use 

Earthjustice today, asked the US EPA to revoke the Hawai‘i Department of 
Agriculture’s authority to investigate and enforce pesticide use violations. 

8.3.16 Ex-Girlfriend: 
Capobianco ‘Hated Kids’ 

Taylor Farner, Capobianco's ex-girlfriend testified that she dated the defendant for a 
two-to-three month period in 2013, prior to Charli Scott’s disappearance. 

7.30.16 Former Maui Man Held 
Hostage in Colorado 
Standoff 

Blake Kekoa Ramelb, 21, who was born and raised on Maui, tells his harrowing tale of 
how he was held hostage  during a stop on Colorado's Independence Pass. 

7.29.16 Capobianco Murder Trial: 
Man Who Found Charli’s 
Dog Testifies 

Young said he noticed the dog run out from under a vendor table every time a truck 
would pull up, and then run back.  "I felt like he was lost," he said. 

7.28.16 Rep. Ing Apologetic 
About Arrest, Missed 
Court Date 

Representative Kaniela Ing of Maui, was apologetic for missing a court date and being 
served a subsequent bench warrant for failure to appear in court for a vehicle 
insurance violation. 

7.27.16 Maui Man Charged in Kea 
Street Murder, Victim 
Identified 

On Tuesday, July 26, 2016 at about 8:12 p.m., Bronsen Rodrigues was arrested and 
charged for the offense of Murder in the Second Degree. He is currently being held on 
NO BAIL status. 

7.26.16 “Charli’s” Mom Testifies: 
Capobianco’s “Tone was 
Out of Context” 

During testimony, Kimberlyn Scott described the events leading up to Charli's 
disappearance, her daughter's relationship with the defendant, as well as the tension 
that loomed as she questioned Capobianco about the last time her daughter was seen 
alive. 

7.25.16 One Man Dead in Maui 
Shooting, Murder 
Investigation Launched 

Maui police are investigating a shooting incident reported early Monday morning at a 
home on Kea Street in Kahului. 

7.23.16 11-Year-Old Boy Swept 
into Wailuku River 
Rescued, Unharmed 

Crews got the call at 3:23 p.m. and responded to a young boy that was reported to be 
stranded on an island in the Wailuku River (ʻĪao Stream), near Sack-n-Save in 
Paukūkalo. 

7.22.16 Tropical Storm Darby: 
MAUI WARNING 
CANCELLED 

TROPICAL STORM WARNING CANCELLED FOR MAUI COUNTY AS OF 5 P.M.  All 
emergency shelters are closed as of this time. 

7.21.16 Now OPEN: 3rd 
Landslide in 5 Days 
Forces Closure of Hana 
Hwy, Again 

The Hāna Highway (360) is now OPEN in both directions as of 11:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, July 21, 2016. 

7.21.16 Now OPEN: Landslide 
Forces Closure of Hāna 
Highway in Kailua 

The Hāna Highway is now OPEN following the completion of debris removal from a 
landslide reported earlier this morning in Kailua between Mile 6 and 7. 

7.20.16 Capobianco Murder Trial 
Day 13: Lost Hope, “I 
Believed She Was Dead” 

"With rotted flesh, yes, I believed with her clothes and empty rolls of masking tape, I 
believed she was dead, but I'm not a scientist or anything like that," said Wirth. 

7.18.16 Kīhei Woman Survives 60 
Foot Fall at ʻĪao Valley 

It took about 16 personnel from fire, police, and conservation officers to pull the 
woman back up the cliff to Iao Valley Road. 

7.17.16 Capobianco Murder Trial 
Day 11: Numerous Items 
Found at Crime Scene 

Wais said she tried to grab the blanket, but backed up when she saw it was "covered 
in maggots."  Wais is testifying in the murder trial of Steven Capobianco. 

7.14.16 Capobianco Murder Trial 
Day 10: ‘Ping’ App Points 
to “Paraquats” 

Charli Scott's sister Phaedra testified that she, her mother and Charli were part of a 
‘family group’ on the Life360 app which allows confirmed members to “see where they 
are at all times.” 

7.13.16 Capobianco Murder Trial 
Day 9: Charli Scott’s 
Sister Testifies 

When asked if there were any words of affection Steven Capobianco used in relation 
to Charli Scott, Wais responded with a one-word answer, "None." 

7.13.16 Olowalu Brush Fire 
Continues to Steam From 
Deep Underground 

Areas near the Ukumehame Stream have been difficult to fully extinguish due to the 
abundance of large tree growth.  The Olowalu brush fire from Friday... 

7.12.16 Capobianco Murder Trial 
Day 8: Cross 
Examination Continues 

The Capobianco murder trial entered it's eighth day on Monday with lead detective 
Wendell Loo still being cross-examined by the defense team. 

7.12.16 Hurricane Blas Remnants 
to Bring Wet Conditions 
Soon 

Trade winds will continue to blow over the Hawaiian islands for the next several days. 
An area of moisture near the Big Island will bring a slight increase... 



 

7.9.16 Capobianco Murder Trial: 
Day 7 Cut Short 

Day seven of the Steven Capobianco murder trial was recessed after a few hours 
yesterday due to a "discovery issue." 

7.8.16 Capobianco Murder Trial: 
Lead Detective Cross-
Examined 

The defense team questions Sgt. Wendell Loo's credibility regarding the case on day 
six of the Capobianco murder trial. 

7.5.16 Capobianco Murder Trial: 
Details of Final Moments 
with Charli 

Steven Capobianco recalls final moments with Charli Scott before she went missing 
back in February 2014. 

7.5.16 Day Four: Mā‘alaea Fire 
80% Contained 

On day four, July 5, 2016, of the Mā‘alaea brush fire, fire crews have made some 
progress and are calling the 4,700 acre fire about 80% contained. 

7.2.16 Capobianco Murder Trial: 
Graphic Photos Detailed 

The Maui murder trial for Steven Capobianco entered a fourth day on Friday with 
continued testimony from lead detective Wendell Loo, who described hair clumps, 
bone fragments and clothing allegedly belonging to the Charli Scott. 

7.1.16 Unscheduled Cane Fire 
Burns 40 Acres 

Paia firefighters arrived at 3:16 p.m. and found a 2 acre fire burning in the center of a 
sugar cane field on the Paia side of Holomua Road. 


