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Weather 

● Cold, snowy start to the year. The region was hit by several snow events, including 
blizzards and ground blizzards.  

● The biggest storm systems came at the end of winter, with two large storms within days 
of the other, each delivering more than a half-foot of snow (more than a foot in some 
places) 

● There was a 62 day stretch between January and March when the temperature did not 
get above the freezing mark of 32 degrees.  

● City, state, and counties spent hundreds of hours in overtime trying to keep roads clear 
between storms.  

● Business and schools shut down during cold snaps and blizzards. 
● February 2019 was the snowiest February in Grand Forks history. 

Total Stories: 30 
Total Time: 60 minutes 
 
Spring Flooding 

● Heavy snowfalls in the second half of winter created flooding concerns for both river 
flooding and overland flooding. 

● Local communities established sandbagging sites for volunteers to come fill bags ahead 
of the flood. 

● WDAY did a partial live newscast from Fargo’s sandbag central, where the city had a 
goal of filling one million sandbags.  

● Minnesota Governor Tim Walz visited Moorhead to see flood preparations firsthand.  
● Local cities, including Fargo, Moorhead, West Fargo and Grand Forks declare flood 

emergencies. 
● The National Weather Service predicted crests up to 41 feet, later lowering predictions to 

35 feet. 
Total Stories: 20 
Total Time: 40 minutes 
 
NDSU Athletics 

● NDSU men’s basketball wins the Summit League Championship, qualifying the team for 
the NCAA tournament. 

● NDSU men’s basketball team wins its first game of the NCAA tournament (play-in game) 
and faces #1 ranked Duke. 

● NDSU fires women’s basketball coach Marin Walseth. 
● NDSU football team is invited and travels to the White House as guests of President 

Trump, after winning their seventh FCS championship in eight years.  
Total Stories: 10 
Total Time: 20 minutes 



 
Moorhead’s Turkey Trouble 

● The city of Moorhead is having trouble with a flock of wild turkeys. 
● The city reached an agreement with the state of South Dakota to relocate about 75 birds 

to a rural section of that state. 
● South Dakota pulls out of the commitment after saying that the birds are too “urban.” 
● Moorhead city council and police department continue to explore options for the birds.  

Total Stories: 5 
Total Time: 8 minutes 
 
Bonanzaville Vandal 

● Bonanzaville, a pioneer museum in West Fargo, reports a vandalism that occurred 
sometime in late December or early January. Outdoor faucets were left on, flooding a 
portion of the grounds. 

● Machinery is brought in to break up the ice caused by the waters to prevent major 
flooding from impacting historic buildings. 

● Bonanzaville launches a fundraising campaign to raise money to help pay extremely 
high water bills, that resulted from the faucets being left on.  

● The sheriff’s department determines in an investigation that the damage wasn’t caused 
by vandals but a human error (someone accidentally leaving the water on). 

Total Stories: 5 
Totale time: 8 Minutes 
 
Medical Marijuana Dispensary 

● Two years after voters approved the use of medical marijuana in North Dakota, the first 
dispensary opens in Fargo. 

● Our crews get a tour of the new dispensary before it opened. 
● Crews were at the dispensary when it opened and the first customers were able to 

purchase products.  
Total Stories: 4 
Total Time: 6 minutes  
 
 


