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Arts/Culture:

This is Morning Edition - I'm Eric Hodge.
IBMA's World of Bluegrass is back in session in Raleigh.  The 
annual event is one of many that was canceled or altered last 
year due to the pandemic.  This year's event is in-person and 
open to performers and fans who can prove vaccination against 
COVID-19.
Participants bring millions of dollars to the city in one of the 
biggest events of the year.  Plus, Raleigh and the IBMA have 
just extended the agreement to keep the event in the Triangle 
for another three years.  
David Brower is the Executive Director of Pinecone - the 
Piedmont Council of Traditional Music which hosts the IBMA's and 
he joins me now.
FEATURE, ME, 09/30/2021

Crime/Law Enforcement

The Benevolence Farm Legal Fund is based out of Graham. It was 
established to address the legal justice iniquities the women 
face by helping providing them financial relief for legal fees 
or fines. 
Kristen Powers is the executive director. She says just because 
someone has a conviction, doesn't mean they should not have a 
second chance in life.
FEATURE, ATC, 07/20/2021

He recently launched nonprofit Benevolence Farm Legal Fund is 
hoping to raise enough money to help formerly incarcerated women 
with their legal fees and fines.
The nonprofit was created to address the legal justice 
iniquities many of these women face upon release from prison 
throughout rural areas of the state.
Kristen Powers is its executive director. She says there's a lot 
of financial barriers women face when they re-enter society.
FEATURE, ME, 07/21/2021



Early in the pandemic state prisons were a hotbed for COVID-19, 
but have largely avoided new outbreaks. Reporter Kelly Kenoyer 
has more from W-H-Q-R. 
Nearly 1 in 4 incarcerated people tested in the North Carolina 
system since the start of the pandemic tested positive at one 
point or another. But the vaccines changed everything for the 
prison population: out of 28,000 imprisoned people, just 0.1% of 
them have COVID. And those in charge credit the vaccine with 
that change. 
John Bull, a spokesman for the North Carolina Department of 
Public Safety, said 64% of prisoners and half of all employees 
are now vaccinated. 
“As a result of that, we saw our positive rates just fall 
through the floor. It's really been remarkable.” 
Even with the new Delta variant causing a jump in COVID cases 
across the state, the prison population is only having 20-40 
cases a day, compared to hundreds and hundreds a day earlier in 
the pandemic. 
Bull said the cases that do come into prisons typically are a 
result of staff who contracted it in the outside world, or from 
new arrivals bringing COVID in from local jails.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/09/2021

Thousands of North Carolina students are returning to classrooms 
this week. Liz Schlemmer reports from a bus stop in Durham, 
where today is the first day of school for most students.
First grader Annmarie Brown waits for the school bus in her 
first day of school outfit: a dress, cardigan and color-
coordinated mask.
Her first day of kindergarten was on her computer, but today, 
she got to board the bus.
Emily Brown is glad her daughter will get an in-person classroom 
experience like last spring.
When she was able to go last year, it made a big difference in 
her enjoyment of school, but we're still scared. I think that 
you know, you just don't know what could happen. 
As school gets underway, the question on many minds is how many 
students may have to quarantine due to COVID-19 exposures and 
miss the in-person classes that are now the norm.
Liz Schlemmer North Carolina Public Radio WUNC
FEATURE, ATC, 08/24/2021

Akinleye [ah-kin-lay-eh] says N-C-C-U is a safe campus, but 
campus leaders can’t control what happens on the campus borders.
The shooting happened during a home football game against 
Winston-Salem State.



Police identified the deceased as Shamori Brown, 21, and Tavis 
Rhodes, 18, both of Durham.
FEATURE, ME, 09/15/2021

Economy:

Today [TUESDAY] marks 12 years since the federal minimum wage 
was last raised. To mark the occasion, fast food and retail 
workers in Durham, Greensboro, Fayetteville and other cities 
across the state demonstrated in favor of raising the minimum 
wage to $15 dollars an hour.
Nah’Shon Blount [NAY-shawn BLUNT]is 21-years-old and works at 
the Biscuitville on Roxboro Street. Blount says he lives with 
his family, and helps pay the bills -- that’s why he’s on strike 
today for higher pay.
FEATURE, ATC, 07/20/2021

Many North Carolinians are returning to work in-person, or will 
soon.  And predictions about what that means for all the pets 
that have been able to stay beside their humans every moment of 
the day will be put to the test.
Brian Hare is a professor at Duke University and founded its 
Canine Cognition Center.  Hare says he's most worried about dogs 
adopted or born while owners have been working from home.
FEATURE, ATC, 07/21/2021 

Some companies in the Triangle already have staff back in 
person, while others are taking their time, and more 
precautions, with the rise of the delta variant of the 
Coronavirus.  Cole del Charco reports.
One of the largest employers in the Triangle, Duke University 
and Health, is requiring employees to be vaccinated, and to wear 
masks inside its facilities. 
Analytics company SAS is requiring workers to be vaccinated to 
return to the office once its Cary headquarters reopens next 
month.  
Employees of state cabinet agencies working in person have to be 
vaccinated too, or wear a mask and get tested weekly starting IN 
SEPTEMBER [next month].
Major software company Red Hat is taking things a little more 
slowly with rising outbreaks.  The company is telling employees 
to keep working remotely through the start of 20-22.  Red 
Hatters who do go to the office in person as of this week have 
to be vaccinated, and wear a mask.
Cole del Charco, North Carolina Public Radio, WUNC.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/10/2021



The pandemic has put the childcare industry in crisis. 
Enrollment has fallen, some centers have closed, and families 
seeking daycare struggle to pay the high costs. Leaders at the 
Rocky Mount Area Chamber of Commerce are keenly aware of the 
need. 
Business leaders in this small, industrial city say the lack of 
affordable childcare is keeping manufacturers from hiring the 
workers they need. Liz Schlemmer reports.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/19/2021

Education:

When a college athlete is recruited from out-of-state on full 
scholarship, their tuition is often paid for with fundraising by 
athletic booster clubs.
While the student-athlete isn't paying their own tuition, the 
university still receives the full amount. 
And at some UNC System schools, the price tag for out-of-state 
tuition is about three times the cost of in-state.
Two years ago, legislators filed a bill to offer those out-of-
state athletes the lower tuition cost. According to a fiscal 
analysis on that bill, it would cost universities like N-C State 
and UNC Chapel Hill a loss of 2 to 5 million dollars in tuition 
-- while saving booster clubs that same amount.  
Now the measure is in the Senate's budget proposal, which could 
make its way into the final state budget.
Liz Schlemmer North Carolina Public Radio
FEATURE, ME, 07/05/2021

Investigative journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones won't be joining 
the faculty at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
after a protracted fight over tenure.  Hannah-Jones spoke with 
Gayle King of C-B-S News This Morning and said it was a 
difficult decision not to take the job at her alma mater.  
Previous Knight Chair appointees had been granted tenure at U-N-
C's Journalism School. But the board of trustees did not act on 
a recommendation for Hannah-Jones for months. 
FEATURE, ATC, 07/06/2021

An online tutoring program started by high school students in 
Cary last summer has expanded during remote learning.  Cole del 
Charco reports.
As students learned online, many  seeking volunteer 
opportunities couldn't find any.  That's part of the reason Sai 
Maradugu [PSY Mar-a-doo-goo], a rising senior in Cary, started 
the group Fy-By, which sets up small groups of middle and high 
school students with other students for free tutoring. 



Another reason, Maradugu says, is the cost of tutoring for 
subject courses... and college entrance exams.
FEATURE, ME, 07/08/2021

U.S. Education Secretary Miguel Cardona was in Charlotte 
yesterday talking about the need to get students back to in-
person classes. 
But the former Connecticut education commissioner says he does 
not think it was a mistake to keep students home for a large 
part of the last school year.
FEATURE, ME, 07/13/2021

The U-N-C Chapel Hill Board of Trustees has new leadership. As 
Dave DeWitt reports, a new chair takes over as the faculty has 
passed a resolution of support for Chancellor Kevin Guskiewicz.
FEATURE, ATC, 07/14/2021

The Faculty Council at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill has passed a resolution in support of Chancellor 
Kevin Guskiewicz. It comes as the Chair of the Faculty Council, 
Mimi Chapman, says she was contacted by someone over the weekend 
who had been in a meeting where names were being solicited for 
interim chancellor.
Chapman organized an emergency – and sometimes contentious – 
meeting of the Faculty Council yesterday [WEDNESDAY], which 
passed the resolution.
FEATURE, ME, 07/15/2021

Governor Roy Cooper says he wants all public school students to 
attend in-person classes this coming year. His administration 
released a tool kit for schools to follow to prevent the spread 
of Covid-19. Jason deBruyn reports.
FEATURE, ATC, 07/21/2021

Wake County Public Health will bring the COVID-19 vaccine directly to 
residents' homes through a new program. Naomi Prioleau has more.
This new partnership with Southeastern Healthcare of NC and El Centro 
Hispano will expand access to the vaccine.
Teams have already been going home to home to educate residents about the 
vaccine for weeks. Now clinical personnel from WakeMed Physician Practices 
will join in and be on standby to give free shots to residents who want 
one.
Health officials will use tract data from the U.S. Census to find low 
vaccination areas in Wake County. Then they'll be able to meet with 
residents to educate them on the vaccine and answer any questions.



Roughly 70 percent of Wake County's population has received one dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine, but officials say there are areas in the community where 
vaccination rates are in the 30 percent range.
Residents who are home bound or have limited mobility can request an at-
home vaccination appointment.
Naomi Prioleau. North Carolina Public Radio. WUNC.
FEATURE, ATC, 07/23/2021

Guilford County Schools is offering a big signing bonus to help 
fill teacher vacancies at some of its lowest performing schools. 
W-F-D-D’s Keri Brown reports. 
The district says newly hired teachers can receive a 20,000 
dollar bonus if they meet certain criteria. They must show two 
consecutive years of highly effective student growth data. 
Educators must also commit to teach for at least three years in 
one of the district’s 25 lowest-performing schools. GCS offered 
a similar teacher recruitment bonus during the pandemic and 
district leaders say it was effective. Recruitment is taking 
place at the national level and the district also plans to 
target surrounding areas where teacher pay is lower. Alison 
Yates, is director of staffing for the district. (18 Sec. sot” 
We would love to consider their credentials and get them started 
with us as soon as we can because we want all of our students to 
have a teacher on the first day of school and we are starting 
school earlier this year, so time is of the essence and we look 
forward to filling these positions with the best teachers that 
we can.”) As of Wednesday, there were approximately 120 teacher 
vacancies in Guilford County Schools. The district says it will 
use federal COVID relief funding to pay for the teacher signing 
bonuses. I’m Keri Brown reporting. 
FEATURE, ATC, 07/23/2021

Republican state senators want to replace the North Carolina 
High School Athletic Association with a new commission appointed 
by the Governor and the General Assembly.
This comes after a legislative investigation found the 
association has as much as six times the wealth of athletic 
associations in comparable states. Lawmakers say the association 
hasn't cooperated or been transparent about its surplus. 
Membership fees paid by public schools finance the athletic 
association. 
Its commissioner Que [like Q] Tucker told W-R-A-L's High School 
O-T she's concerned a new commission would politicize high 
school sports.
FEATURE, ME, 07/23/2021



The state's largest school district is having trouble recruiting 
enough teaching assistants for the upcoming school year.  Wake 
County schools needs almost 300 more instructional assistants 
for the upcoming school year.
The board approved a bonus of 12-hundred dollars for people who 
sign up between July and late November.  It'll be paid in two 
installments of 600 dollars, the first coming immediately and 
the second in the fall of 20-22.
Some board members, like Jim Martin, don't think it goes far 
enough. He says neighboring counties pay $15-dollars an hour for 
the same job that Wake starts at just under $12-dollars an hour.
FEATURE, ME, 07/26/2021

Governor Roy Cooper today [THURSDAY] voiced the frustration of 
many in the state who've been vaccinated as COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations are again increasing at alarming rates. 
"The evidence is stark and clear, that if you don't get 
vaccinated, not only are you going to cause problems for 
yourself, you're going to cause problems for other people." 
FEATURE, ATC, 07/29/2021

This evening the school boards for the Wake County and Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro districts will decide whether to require students 
and staff to wear masks when classes start. Liz Schlemmer 
reports.
The North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services has 
released guidance saying all schools *should* require universal 
masking indoors, but are not obligated to.
That decision was left to individual school boards.
Board meeting presentations posted online show administrators at 
both Wake County and Chapel Hill Carrboro City Schools are 
recommending a masking requirement.
Masking reduces the risk of spreading COVID-19... and the risk 
of students missing class because they have to quarantine.
State health guidelines say that among unvaccinated individuals, 
if either is unmasked during an exposure at school, both will 
have to quarantine for ten days.  
Liz Schlemmer North Carolina Public Radio WUNC
FEATURE, ATC, 08/03/2021

This is Morning Edition. Schools across the state scramble every 
summer to hire in time for the first day of classes. After some 
teachers and staff left during the pandemic due to burnout or 
for better opportunities, others are wondering if schools will 
be short-handed this fall. Liz Schlemmer reports.
FEATURE, ME, 08/05/2021



The state board of education will vote today to approve an 
updated scoring system for exams students took statewide this 
past spring. Liz Schlemmer reports.
A group of 86 educators got together last month to set the 
scoring system for students' end-of-grade reading exams in 
grades 3 through 8. 
They were asked to set score ranges to show how well students 
understand state standards for their grade level. Students who 
are not meeting expectations for their grade as measured by 
their exam are considered "not proficient."
The state board of education got a peek yesterday at how much 
students have fallen behind during the pandemic. Under the 
proposed scoring system, more than half of students in every 
grade would be considered "not proficient" in reading.
The state board of education is planning to have a deeper 
conversation on learning loss when it receives a full report at 
a later meeting.
Liz Schlemmer North Carolina Public Radio WUNC]
FEATURE, ME, 08/05/2021

Students and staff at Mount Tabor High School in Winston-Salem 
are grieving the loss of a student who died after being shot by 
another student on campus. 
The school remains closed and counseling services are being 
provided at an off-site location.
Students gathered at a nearby parking lot to support each other 
as they tried to make sense of what happened on Wednesday.
FEATURE, ATC, 09/02/2021

Warren County Schools is one of several districts across the 
state that's had to turn to remote learning temporarily for some 
schools starting this week.  Vaughan Elementary and Warren 
County High School made the switch due to staffing shortages.  
Spokeswoman Heather Lawing, says the schools were already short 
staffed, but having too many people in quarantine from the 
spread of COVID-19 in the community pushed them over the edge.
FEATURE, ATC, 09/02/2021

Environment:

State environmental officials are proposing new limits on E. 
coli in recreational waterways in about 20 western North 
Carolina counties. But as Celeste Gracia explains, clean water 
advocates say these standards should apply statewide.



The proposed rule would limit the amount of E. coli allowed in 
waters where people swim in specific Western counties. 
Currently, state rules limit the amount of fecal bacteria 
allowed in recreational waterways. E. coli is a type of fecal 
bacteria.
To help push for a statewide standard, Haw Riverkeeper Emily 
Sutton is asking the public to send North Carolina Riverkeepers 
pictures of their favorite natural swimming spot.
"It's really important that the state sees how much North 
Carolinians are using their waterways for public recreation, for 
primary recreation."
In a report, state officials cited a lack of resources for why 
it's not possible to have a statewide E. coli standard.
Celeste Gracia, North Carolina Public Radio, WUNC.
FEATURE, ME, 07/02/2021

The immigrant population in the Raleigh area is growing faster 
than in all but one of the country's 100 largest metros. Naomi 
Prioleau has more.
San Jose is in the number one spot for the share who are new 
arrivals. But Raleigh is close behind.  Nearly 20,000 immigrants 
moved to the Raleigh metro in 20-19. 
Across the U.S., immigrants are contributing to housing wealth 
and gaining voting power. 
According to an analysis by the research and advocacy group New 
American Economy, more than 39-thousand immigrants are 
homeowners in Raleigh.  
And as for voting, more than 68-thousand immigrants in the area 
are eligible to vote, which is enough to shake up local 
elections. 
The metro now has more than 176-thousand immigrant residents. 
That's nearly 13 percent of the overall population. 
Naomi Prioleau. North Carolina Public Radio. WUNC.
FEATURE, ME, 07/05/2021

Black birders want stronger representation in wildlife careers. 
A North Carolina researcher is encouraging young people of color 
to consider joining the field. Adithi [uh DEE thee] Ramakrishnan 
[RAM ah krishnin] has more:
Murry Burgess is a graduate research assistant at North Carolina 
State University. She’s writing a book titled “Sparrow Learns 
Birds” about a 5-year old Black girl who explores the feathered 
friends in her neighborhood. Burgess wants to show young Black 
girls there’s a place for them in wildlife research. “Growing 
up, I would watch all these TV shows and documentaries about 
animals, but I would never see anybody who looks like me doing 
those things. And so I want future generations of scientists to 



have somebody to look up to and see like, ‘Oh, a Black woman is 
doing this thing, maybe I can do this thing as well.” In 
addition to studying barn swallow chicks at NC State, Burgess 
posts regularly on social media about birding and has hosted 
environmental workshops with groups of all ages. Adithi 
Ramakrishnan. North Carolina Public Radio. WUNC
FEATURE, ATC, 07/26/2021

Boats and cargo ships in the waters of North Carolina and other 
southern states are exceeding speed limits in areas designed to 
protect critically endangered North Atlantic right whales.  
Almost 40 percent of vessels in the ports of Morehead City and 
Beaufort went faster than the mandatory 10 knots per hour limit 
in 2019 and 2020, according to a new report from non-profit 
Oceana. Speeding vessels can hit right whales and injure or kill 
them. 
Field representative Paulita Bennett Martin says boaters need to 
follow the rules to protect the whales.
FEATURE, ATP, 07/26/2021

Rebates for rooftop solar panels continue to gain popularity 
among Duke Energy's North Carolina customers, even as the size 
of the rebates declines.  David Boraks has more from W-F-A-E. 
FEATURE, ATC, 07/27/2021

Speeding boats and cargo ships in the waters of North Carolina 
are threatening the safety of critically endangered North 
Atlantic right whales. That's according to a report from Oceana, 
an organization that advocates for wildlife.
Designated areas along the coast require boaters to follow a 
speed limit of 10 knots per hour. Over the past few years, about 
87 percent of vessels traveling from Wilmington to Brunswick, 
Georgia exceeded that speed limit.
Paulita Bennett Martin is with Oceana. She explains there's 
exemptions for which vessels have to follow the federally 
mandated speed limit. She argues those should be updated. 
FEATURE, ME, 07/27/2021

This is Morning Edition.
Headlines devoted to the very real challenges and devastating 
impacts of climate change spur some to act. They also have a 
very real and debilitating impact on the mental health of many. 
It has different names - climate anxiety, eco anxiety or even 
climate grief. WFAE climate reporter David Boraks has more.
FEATURE, ME, 08/19/2021



A new study shows waters in eastern North Carolina after 
Hurricane Florence were contaminated by fecal bacteria from both 
human and animal waste. 
Researchers from North Carolina State University collected 
surface water samples at 40 sites a week after Florence made 
landfall in September 2018, and again a month after landfall. 
Lead researcher and N-C State professor Angela Harris says the 
results showed communities were facing a double burden of risk. 
FEATURE, ATC, 08/26/2021

This is Morning Edition. 
Every three years, the state department of environmental quality 
reviews and updates water quality standards across North 
Carolina. For this year’s triennial review, state officials are 
recommending that 19 counties in western North Carolina adopt E. 
coli testing standards for recreational waterways. 
But officials are stopping short of recommending that standard 
statewide despite federal recommendations and extensive 
criticism. WUNC’s environment reporter Celeste Gracia has this 
story. 
FEATURE, ME, 08/31/2021

It's 6:43. Good morning.  I'm Eric Hodge.  This is news from 
North Carolina Public Radio WUNC.
FEATURE, ME, 09/29/2021

Greensboro/Triad:
Former Greensboro Council member Michelle Kennedy has been hired 
to lead the city’s Neighborhood Development Department. As 
WFDD’s Paul Garber reports, the city has begun the search for 
her replacement on the council.
FEATURE, ME, 08/20/2021

Health:

New research from scientists at the University of North Carolina 
shows promise for a vaccine that aims to stop multiple 
coronaviruses at once.  A vaccine tested on aged mice appears to 
protect against COVID-19, and multiple viruses within the same 
subgroup.
FEATURE, ME, 07/01/2021

Local vaccine research shows it may be possible to create a 
vaccine that prevents COVID-19, AND other coronaviruses that 
could cause future pandemics.  Cole del Charco reports.



The research published in the journal Science shows the vaccine 
protected mice against SARS CO-V-2...  The virus that spreads 
COVID-19, and other coronaviruses known to jump from animals to 
humans.
David Martinez coauthored the study at U-N-C Chapel Hill's 
Gillings School of Global Public Health.
MARTINEZ 2: "It does so by essentially teaching the immune 
system to not just recognize a single virus, but also to 
recognize multiple viruses that are, again, close cousins of the 
COVID-19 virus." 
Martinez says the fact that variants of SARS CoV-2, and some 
cousins are so closely related makes it easier to create a 
vaccine that stops them all, compared to vaccines for influenza 
which varies more widely. 
Cole del Charco, North Carolina public Radio, WUNC.]
FEATURE, ATC, 07/02/2021

Most North Carolinians who definitely want a COVID-19 shot have 
by now received one. But barriers remain for some. Jason deBruyn 
reports on a program in Orange County working to increase 
access.
The mobile vaccine team drives a minivan around the county, 
delivering vaccines to people who have difficulty getting out of 
their home. That includes 64-year-old Esther Hester who has 
wanted a shot, but has not been able to get to a vaccination 
site. She repeated her gratitude to the team over and over.
"But I truly truly appreciate this right here. And I wish it 
could get out to a lot of people, but it's a blessing that you 
guys can do this."
The mobile vaccine team are emergency services personnel working 
in partnership with the county health department. While in 
people's homes, they take the opportunity to check for working 
fire alarms and other safety hazards too.
Jason deBruyn, North Carolina Public Radio, WUNC.]
FEATURE, ATC, 07/06/2021

The American Red Cross is experiencing a severe blood shortage 
and is in need of all blood types.
One thousand blood donations per day are needed across the 
country for life saving transfusions and other medical 
treatments.
Barry Porter is the regional director for the Red Cross with 
eastern North Carolina. He says the pandemic reduced donations 
and there's a need for more blood as pandemic restrictions are 
lifted. 
FEATURE, ATC, 07/12/2021



People who are unvaccinated account for nearly all of the people 
who are getting sick with COVID-19, according to the state 
health department.
Bladen County is the only county in the state with a critical 
outbreak of COVID-19.  Bladen Health Director Terri Duncan says 
the cases are all among younger people, most of whom are 
unvaccinated.
FEATURE, ME, 07/13/2021

The American Red Cross is facing a severe blood shortage across 
the country, including in North Carolina.
Officials say the shortage is a result of a combination of fewer 
donors and higher demands due to the pandemic. About one 
thousand blood donations per day are needed nationwide.
Barry Porter is the regional director for the Red Cross with 
eastern North Carolina. He says they need blood based on blood 
types and not based on other factors like race or sexual 
orientation.
FEATURE, ME, 07/13/2021

More than 1-thousand new cases of COVID-19 were reported Friday, 
about twice as many as the most cases reported on a single day 
in June.  Cole del Charco reports the surge comes as many in the 
state are still unvaccinated.
Public health officials continue to emphasize that the new cases 
are almost completely among unvaccinated people... And that 
these cases, hospitalizations and deaths could be stopped with 
available vaccines.
FEATURE, ME, 07/19/2021

Hospitals across the state have seen a rising number of COVID-19 
patients. At more than 600 statewide, hospitalizations have gone 
up by almost a third in the past 10 days. Rusty Jacobs reports.
Hospitalizations at Mission Health System in western North 
Carolina have tripled over the past week. The Duke University 
Medical System has 43 cases, with 14 patients in the ICU. Duke 
Regional Hospital Chief Medical Officer Adia Ross sees a variety 
of factors behind the spike: including looser public health 
restrictions and the spread of the Delta variant, which carries 
a heavier viral load than other strains.
FEATURE, ATC,07/20/2021

COVID-19 cases are rising again in North Carolina, part of a 
national trend as health experts say the highly contagious Delta 
variant is taking a toll.  Cole del Charco reports 
hospitalizations in the state are rising, too.



At the end of June, hospitalizations had dipped below 400 for 
the first time since April of 20-20.  For months, the number of 
people in the hospital with COVID-19 was declining, with 
occasional temporary rises.
FEATURE, ME, 07/20/2021

Rising hospitalizations for COVID-19 across the state have 
health care officials concerned about flagging vaccination 
rates. Rusty Jacobs reports.
Duke Regional Hospital had zero COVID cases earlier this summer 
but has seen a bump over the past couple of weeks. Statewide 
hospitalizations have risen by almost a third in the past 10 
days to more than 600. 
FEATURE, ME, 07/21/2021

COVID-19 cases are rising among North Carolinians, including 
children.  Cole del Charco reports that so far, that has not 
meant more children are being hospitalized with the virus.
20 North Carolinians 17 and under have been hospitalized with 
COVID-19 since the start of July.  That's down from 38 in June, 
and 68 in May.  
During the last two weeks, children made up about one fifth of 
new cases, but only about two percent of hospitalizations.
FEATURE, ATC, 07/22/2021

Following similar announcements by major health systems in North 
Carolina... by October, all workers and volunteers at state-
operated heath care facilities must be fully vaccinated. Jason 
deBruyn reports.
Staff may receive a medical or religious exemption, but must 
receive approval by September 30. 
The state manages 14 healthcare facilities that treat adults and 
children with mental illness, developmental disabilities, 
substance use disorders and neuro-medical needs. 
Staff in these facilities already have reached a 75 percent 
vaccination rate, including a 90 percent rate at three. But, 
citing the responsibility to protect patients and residents, 
including many who cannot receive care in other settings, the 
state will require those rates go even higher.
Because these are congregate living facilities, if a virus were 
to come in, it could spread quickly.
Jason deBruyn, North Carolina Public Radio, WUNC.
FEATURE, ATC, 07/28/2021



Hospitals nationwide must now post detailed information about 
the true costs of procedures. But not all area hospitals are 
complying. Jason deBruyn reports.
Even where prices can be found, making comparisons across 
hospitals and insurance networks is nearly impossible. 
Duke Health lists only price ranges. The WakeMed online portal 
runs slowly, and does not allow prices to be downloaded.
FEATURE, ME, 08/04/2021

The state has added another 34-hundred new COVID-19 cases. In 
today's update, more than 12 percent of tests are positive. 
Governor Roy Cooper noted today [WEDNESDAY] that's well above 
the state's 5 percent target, and the highest rate since the 
winter surge. 
At a briefing this afternoon, Cooper continued to push residents 
to get vaccinated.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/04/2021

Tyson Foods is requiring all of its U.S. employees to get 
vaccinated for COVID-19. As W-F-D-D’s April Laissle [LEZ-lee] 
reports, the directive applies to the company’s chicken 
processing plant in Wilkesboro, where vaccination rates have 
been low so far. 
According to Tyson Foods, just 35% of employees at the 
Wilkesboro plant have been vaccinated. That’s despite the 
company offering multiple onsite vaccination clinics since 
February. 
The virus hit the plant hard last year, with hundreds of 
employees getting infected. Other outbreaks led to Tyson plant 
shutdowns in states including Iowa, Indiana and Nebraska. 
The new mandate requires office workers to get vaccinated before 
October 1. Other team members have until November 1. Exceptions 
may be granted for employees with certain medical issues or 
religious objections. The company says frontline team members 
who get their shots will receive a $200 bonus. 
About 3,000 people are employed at the company’s Wilkesboro 
plant.
I'm April Laissle.
FEATURE, ME, 08/04/2021

12-point-2 percent of COVID tests across the state are coming 
back positive. That's well above the 5 percent target.  
Cooper maintained that vaccinations are the state's primary 
focus. 
Last week the governor announced employees of agencies under his 
administration would have to verify their vaccination status. 
FEATURE, ME, 08/05/2021



Early in the pandemic state prisons were a hotbed for COVID-19, 
but have largely avoided new outbreaks. Reporter Kelly Kenoyer 
has more from W-H-Q-R. 
Nearly 1 in 4 incarcerated people tested in the North Carolina 
system since the start of the pandemic tested positive at one 
point or another. But the vaccines changed everything for the 
prison population: out of 28,000 imprisoned people, just 0.1% of 
them have COVID. And those in charge credit the vaccine with 
that change. 
John Bull, a spokesman for the North Carolina Department of 
Public Safety, said 64% of prisoners and half of all employees 
are now vaccinated. 
“As a result of that, we saw our positive rates just fall 
through the floor. It's really been remarkable.” 
Even with the new Delta variant causing a jump in COVID cases 
across the state, the prison population is only having 20-40 
cases a day, compared to hundreds and hundreds a day earlier in 
the pandemic. 
Bull said the cases that do come into prisons typically are a 
result of staff who contracted it in the outside world, or from 
new arrivals bringing COVID in from local jails.] 
Kelly Kenoyer reporting.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/06/2021 

The city and county of Durham have again declared a state of 
emergency because of COVID-19. Officials are urging people to 
get vaccinated and requiring face coverings indoors in public 
places. The mask mandate goes into effect at 5 p.m. today 
[MONDAY].  
Mayor Steve Schewel says the situation in Durham has quickly 
become more perilous with the delta variant raging. Only a month 
ago he says the Duke Health System was had fewer than five COVID 
patients, and now they're caring for more than 50. 
"It's just a fact of life with the Delta variant and with the 
increasing infection rate in our community, the increasing 
number of people in the hospital and in the ICU, that we that we 
have to go back to masking."
Schewel says many businesses already have signs up instructing 
customers to mask up before going inside. 
The updated C-D-C map shows all of the Triangle -- and almost 
all of the state -- as having high COVID-19 transmission. 
FEATURE, ATC, 08/06/2021

This is Morning Edition. I’m Amy Jeffries. 
The C-D-C says everyone in schools should be wearing a mask to 
guard against the spread of COVID-19 -- especially with the 



highly contagious delta variant circulating and the unknowns it 
brings.  Since a statewide mask mandate expired, local school 
boards are making their own decisions about the rules for their 
students and staff when classes start up again. 
WUNC’s education reporter Liz Schlemmer is here with me…
INTERVIEW, ME, 08/06/2021

More than 51 percent of North Carolina residents are now at 
least partially vaccinated against COVID-19.  Cole del Charco 
reports that some vaccination sites offering cash cards ran out 
last week, but are being resupplied. 
The state initially offered 25-dollar cash cards, to offset the 
cost of going to get a first shot.  
Hattie Gawande [gah-WAND-ee] is a senior policy advisor with the 
state Department of Health and Human Services.  She says advice 
from President Biden in late July prompted them to raise the 
incentive to $100-dollars for the rest of this month. 
GAWANDE: "I think that was also a recognition that the stakes 
are higher and so the value of getting vaccinated is a lot 
higher when we really want to cut off pathways for the Delta 
variant to spread."
Gawande is glad the number of people getting vaccinated went up 
steadily in July. 
Cole del Charco, North Carolina Public Radio, WUNC.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/09/2021

A recent study set out to tally the costs of excessive drinking 
in Orange County, home to the college town of Chapel Hill. 
Elinor Landess [LAND-iss] is director of the Chapel Hill Campus 
and Community Coalition, which led the study.
We found that excessive drinking costs Orange County at least 
111-point-7 million dollars in 2017 alone. And I say at least 
because we used pretty conservative methods to estimate those 
costs.
Researchers counted expenses from emergency room visits, 
hospitalizations, treatment for alcoholism, crimes, car crashes 
and deaths.
They found that tax dollars paid for about 45 percent of those 
costs. That represents a slightly larger share than the cost to 
the drinker. 
The coalition is working on public health measures to train 
bartenders not to over-serve drinks and to notify landlords if 
their tenants have multiple citations for parties.
FEATURE, ME, 08/12/2021



Advocates rallied outside the statehouse yesterday [Wednesday] 
to demand the General Assembly invest in public education. Liz 
Schlemmer reports they want lawmakers to follow a court ruling 
in the landmark Leandro case.  
Twenty-seven years ago, five poorly funded school districts sued 
the state ... and a judge ruled that every child in North 
Carolina has a constitutional right to a -quote- sound, basic 
education.
In June, the judge overseeing this on-going case ordered the 
state to follow a plan to spend 5-point-6 billion dollars to 
improve K-12 public schools. 
Letha Muhammad is the mother of a 1
FEATURE, ME, 08//2021

A hospital in the Charlotte area is dealing with a large 
outbreak of COVID-19 among its employees. But the Mecklenburg 
County health director says none of those employees have been 
hospitalized themselves. Claire Donnelly of W-F-A-E has more. 
North Carolina health officials say 50 employees at Atrium 
Health Pineville have tested positive for COVID-19. The state 
says 35 of the employees were vaccinated. 
In a video statement, Atrium’s Dr. Katie Passaretti says 
vaccinated people contracting COVID-19 does not mean the 
vaccines don’t work. 
PASSARETTI: “The vaccine still, one, protects individuals.
You’re less likely to get a mild infection if you’ve been 
vaccinated, and what it continues to be exquisitely good at is 
preventing COVID related hospitalization and death.” 
The state says nine patients associated with the Atrium Health 
Pineville outbreak also tested positive. Neither Atrium nor the 
state has provided details about the severity of the patient 
cases. 
I’m Claire Donnelly.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/13/2021

Before the Covid-19 pandemic, opioid-related overdose deaths had 
started to decline in North Carolina. But in 20-20, those 
numbers reversed, and the state recorded more overdose deaths 
than any year on record, dating back to at least 2000. State 
health leaders say interventions implemented four years ago are 
working, but more needs to be done to meet the need. Jason 
deBruyn reports.
FEATURE, ME, 08/16/2021



The rapid surge in COVID-19 cases has taken many by surprise 
given the availability of vaccines. Liz Schlemmer reports one 
local researcher expected this surge, and expects others to 
come.
Julie Swann is a systems engineering professor at N-C State 
University. She's been running computer models on the COVID-19 
pandemic to predict future trends. 
She wasn't surprised by the latest surge in cases, even with 
nearly 60 percent of adults in the state vaccinated. 
It does take a while to really build up the immunity in the 
population. Eventually, I believe that everyone will either be 
touched by the disease or will be vaccinated.
Swann points out that the 19-18 influenza pandemic lasted up to 
three years in many locations.  
She says the biggest factors for slowing viral spread are 
vaccinations, masking and limiting gathering. Depending on those 
factors, she says this surge could be even worse than last 
winter's.
Liz Schlemmer North Carolina Public Radio WUNC
FEATURE, ME, 08/16/2021

The city of Charlotte will pay 250-dollars to each city employee 
who gets vaccinated against COVID-19 by the end of next month 
[September 30th]. City manager Marcus Jones unveiled the vaccine 
reward program at last night’s [MON] city council meeting. But 
Jones says the city won’t yet require all of its roughly 8-
thousand employees to get vaccinated.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/24/2021

This is All Things Considered, I'm Dave DeWitt.
Leaders from the Triangle's three major hospital systems today 
came together to sound the alarm that their capacity has filled. 
This is driven largely by a surge in unvaccinated patients with 
Covid-19. As of yesterday, there were more than 35-hundred 
Covid-19 hospitalizations across the state. That's the most 
since January, and a nearly 10-fold increase in just the past 
month and a half.
INTERVIEW, ATC, 08/25/2021

HOST INTRO: Triangle hospital leaders say they are dangerously 
close to exceeding available capacity. In some area hospitals, 
Covid-19 hospitalizations have now surpassed the heights from 
January. The new surge is threatening to cause burnout in many 
of the nurses charged with providing care. Jason deBruyn 
reports:
FEATURE, ME, 08/26/2021



Military:

At Fort Hood, Texas, the Army is trying to grow a new generation 
of leaders who are more open and compassionate. After Vanessa 
Guillen was killed on the base last year by a fellow soldier, 
her family said their daughter was afraid to report to her 
superiors that she was being sexually harassed.
Carson Frame reports for WUNC's American Homefront Project.
FEATURE, ATC, 10/6/2021

Marines in the main fighting force at Camp LeJeune were offering 
time off as an incentive to get a COVID vaccine. But the 
vaccination rate is still lagging. Jay Price reports.
PRICE: Only about 45 percent of the nearly 50,000 troops in the 
2nd Marine Expeditionary Force have gotten a shot. That’s well 
under the rate for the entire Marine Corps, 58 percent.
Two MEF, as it's called, just ended several weeks of a program 
awarding 4-day weekends to units that hit a target average. That 
appeared to help some, with the rates climbing about 1 percent 
per week, says Capt. Andrew Wood, a Marine Corps spokesman.
WOOD: “It's hard to parse out, you know, the causality behind 
it, but it did go up at those rates while that incentive period 
was in effect.”
PRICE: Covid vaccinations are voluntary in the military, but 
senior officers have already said they’re likely to become 
mandatory when vaccines gain full FDA approval.
Jay Price, North Carolina Public Radio, WUNC
FEATURE, ATC, 07/06/2021

More than three-million military service members who served 
overseas since the 1990’s were exposed to toxic smoke from burn 
pits. Some are now sick with respiratory illnesses and other 
diseases, and they're fighting for health and disability 
benefits from the VA.
Desiree D'Iorio (Dee OREO) reports for WUNC's American Homefront 
Project.
Retired Army sergeant Rigoberto Rosario remembers black smoke 
that hung so thick in the air he couldn’t always tell if it was 
day or night.
FEATURE, ME, 07/06/21

More than three-million military service members who served 
overseas since the 1990’s were exposed to toxic smoke from burn 
pits. Some are now sick with respiratory illnesses and other 
diseases, and they're fighting for health and disability 
benefits from the VA.



Desiree D'Iorio (Dee OREO) reports for WUNC's American Homefront 
Project.
FEATURE, ME, 07/07/2021

U-N-C Chapel Hill has received a $12.5 million dollar gift to 
start a clinical treatment program for veterans and first 
responders with traumatic brain injuries.
Jay Price reports.
PRICE: The new program,called THRIVE — Transforming Health and 
Resilience in Veterans — builds on the university’s expertise in 
concussion and head injuries from sports. It will offer access 
to treatment at sites across the state.
FEATURE, ME, 07/19/2021

The State Health Department yesterday [THURSDAY] reported the 
most COVID-19 cases in a single day since the end of May.  There 
were 1800 cases, more than three-and-a-half times as many cases 
in a day as were reported at the end of June.
Meanwhile, children account for less than one fifth of new 
COVID-19 cases in North Carolina.  Cole del Charco reports 
children have only made up about two percent of 
hospitalizations.
FEATURE, ATC, 07/23/2021

Wake County has been issuing marriage licenses online during the 
pandemic, but will have to stop after the governor's COVID-19 
emergency measures expire this week.
The county's Register of Deeds Tammy Brunner [BROONER] says the 
remote services save couples a trip downtown if they live across 
the county, or farther...

A hospital in Lumberton is again asking the public to visit 
other clinics for non-emergency medical conditions. 
UNC Health Southeastern is at maximum capacity because of a 
surge in COVID-19 patients and people with other health 
conditions. The hospital previously hit max capacity in January. 
Vice president Lori Dove says people with health emergencies 
should still get immediate care. 
FEATURE, ME, 07/29/2021

NOTE, latest state data here: 
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard
On Wednesday, North Carolina recorded more than 26-hundred new 
cases of COVID-19, the highest single-day tally since late 
February.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention now recommends 
mask wearing indoors -- even for vaccinated people -- in areas 

https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboar
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard


it considers to have high or substantial risk of community 
spread. In North Carolina, that's all but 14 counties. 
Experts like Duke Health doctor Cameron Wolfe agree with the C-
D-C advice about returning to masking.
FEATURE, ME ,  07/29/2021

[updated at 2:57 with news of mask requirement in Raleigh city 
buildings] 
While the remaining provisions of a statewide mandate are 
expiring, Wake County is reinstating a mask requirement for 
indoor county facilities. 
It will apply to all employees and members of the public -- 
whether they're vaccinated against COVID-19 or not. More than 70 
percent of Wake County adults are fully vaccinated. 
Doctor Nicole Mushonga [muh-SHONG-guh] is with the County Health 
Department. 
FEATURE, ATC, 07/30/2021

With the U.S. ending its involvement in the Afghanistan war, an 
infantry battalion known as "Dark Horse" will go down as having 
the highest percentage of casualties of any Marine unit. 
More than 200 members of the San Diego-based battalion were 
killed or wounded.
As Steve Walsh reports for WUNC's American Homefront Project, 
survivors are still trying to reconcile their legacy.
FEATURE, ME,08/03/2021

State Attorney General Josh Stein spoke to a U.S. Senate panel 
yesterday [TUESDAY]. He delivered testimony about marketing 
practices tobacco and electronic cigarette companies have used 
to get children into vaping and convince people who are already 
smokers that their products are safe.
Stein made North Carolina the first state to win a settlement 
with Juul.  There's now an effort by dozens of other states to 
investigate the e-cig company following a significant rise in 
tobacco use among teenagers.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/04/2021

The V-A spends more than 13 billion dollars a year on 
educational benefits for veterans, and the agency has a new way 
to help ensure those who use the money to enroll in college 
succeed there.
It's partnering with a non-profit group called the Warrior-
Scholar Project that runs “academic boot camps.”
Jay Price reports for WUNC's American Homefront Project.
FEATURE, ME, 08/17/2021



More than 400-thousand veterans and their families have been 
laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery. But the historic 
cemetery is running out of space. The Army - which oversees 
Arlington - wants to tighten the rules so only the most 
decorated veterans could be buried there.
As Desiree Diorio reports for WUNC's American Homefront Project, 
that's a controversial idea.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/30/2021

[WESUN FEATURE FOR SEPT. 5, 2021]
The last of the 13 US service members to die after the suicide 
bombing in Kabul last week was Staff Sgt. Ryan C. Knauss 
<<“KuhNAUSS”>>, a 23-year-old special operations soldier from 
Tennessee who was based at Fort Bragg.  
His widow, Alena <<eh-LEEN-ah>”>>, talked with Jay Price of 
WUNC's American Homefront Project. 
FEATURE, ATC, 09/03/2021

Members of the military from North Carolina are still among 
those supporting the last stages of refugee evacuations from 
Afghanistan.  As Will Michaels reports, they were deployed 
shortly before the deadline for American troops to leave the 
country... and are now working from nearby military bases.
FEATURE, ATC, 09/06/2021

Politics/Government:

"If we don't have an E. coli standard, then we don't have access 
to reliable data to know whether or not water bodies that we're 
swimming in are meeting water quality standards."
In a report, state officials say it's not feasible to have a 
statewide E. coli standard in part because of a lack of 
resources to enforce the rule.  Currently, North Carolina limits 
the amount of fecal bacteria allowed in recreational waterways 
across the state. E. coli is a type of fecal bacteria.  A public 
hearing on the proposed standards is scheduled for later this 
month.

East Carolina University is clearing some student debt from 
summer and fall of 20-20.  Roughly 960-thousand dollars will be 
cleared for about 625 students.  Earlier this week, Saint 
Augustine's University announced it would clear student's debt 
due to COVID-19.  Shaw University did the same using federal 
pandemic relief funds.
This is North Carolina Public Radio, WUNC.
FEATURE, ATC, 07/01/2021



Governor Roy Cooper has signed this year's state farm bill after 
environmental organizations urged him to veto it.
The measure includes a provision to streamline permits for farms 
to convert hog waste into natural gas.
Environmental advocates say the bill limits input from low-
income communities of color most affected by that pollution. 
They also argue the law removes tax incentives to use cleaner 
technology for managing hog waste.
FEATURE, ATC,07/02/2021

It's 8:43. Good morning. I'm Eric Hodge. This is news from North 
Carolina Public Radio WUNC.
FEATURE, ME, 07/02/2021

Raleigh's city council is deciding what to fund with federal 
pandemic relief money from the American Rescue Plan. Naomi 
Prioleau has more.
The council is spending $2-point-3 million dollars on a few 
things: A downtown economic study, a downtown ice rink, two new 
city positions to help with grant reporting.  And one million 
dollars is going to support non-profit agencies. 
But a big chunk in this initial phase is going to improvements 
to City Plaza. 
Mary Vigue is with budget management services for Raleigh. 
"These investments will promote safe physical distancing, by 
allowing more events and outdoor public space." 
Raleigh is getting more than $73 million dollars in direct 
relief that has to be spent by December 2026. 
The money has to be used to help small businesses, non-profits 
and households, and industries like hospitality and tourism that 
were hard hit by the pandemic. 
Naomi Prioleau. North Carolina Public Radio. WUNC.
FEATURE, ME, 07/07/2021

Next year’s election for North Carolina’s open U.S. Senate seat 
is expected to be one of the most contested in the nation. 
Democrats Cheri Beasley and Jeff Jackson released their 
fundraising totals for the second quarter this week, trying to 
build momentum ahead of the March primary. WFAE’s Steve Harrison 
has this report.
FEATURE, ATC, 07/07/2021



Raleigh's city council is deciding what to fund with federal 
pandemic relief money from the American Rescue Plan. Naomi 
Prioleau has more.
The council is spending $2-point-3 million dollars on a few 
things: A downtown economic study, a downtown ice rink, two new 
city positions to help with grant reporting.  And one million 
dollars is going to support non-profit agencies. 
But a big chunk in this initial phase is going to improvements 
to City Plaza. 
Mary Vigue is with budget management services for Raleigh. 
FEATURE, ME, 07/07/2021

Advocates for R-D-U International Airport are predicting a $2-
billion-dollar shortfall for necessary growth by 20-40. Cole del 
Charco reports they also have ideas for closing the gap.
Big improvements are needed at R-D-U -- like re-locating the 
primary runway, adding additional gates at both terminals and 
building new taxiways. 
So says the Regional Transportation Alliance, a business group 
that says the airport is essential to the region's growth and 
success.  It says expected federal and state funding won't be 
enough. 
FEATURE, ATC, 07/12/2021

State health officials are concerned about rising COVID-19 cases 
in a number of counties with low percentages of vaccinated 
people.  Cole del Charco reports.
The two worst outbreaks are in counties in eastern North 
Carolina.
Bladen county is the worst, and also had critical spread of the 
virus last month.  Only 34 percent of people in Bladen are fully 
vaccinated, below the state's overall 43 percent.
Last week, State health Secretary Mandy Cohen released a 
statement urging all North Carolinians to get vaccinated as case 
numbers started to climb.
FEATURE, ME, 07/12/2021

The North Carolina Environmental Management Commission has voted 
[TUES AM] to begin rulemaking that would set limits on carbon 
emissions from energy plants to address climate change. W-F-A-
E's David Boraks reports. 
FEATURE, ATC, 07/13/2021

Raleigh has sold more than an acre of property downtown to the 
city's first community land trust in an effort to create more 
affordable housing.  The property valued at more than a million 
dollars was sold to Raleigh Area Land Trust for one dollar.  In 



return, the non-profit must maintain the property as a long-term 
site for affordable housing.
Rhett Fussell [RETT FUSS-ull] is the organization's interim 
director.  He says it will sell the homes at affordable prices 
while the non-profit keeps the land around them.
FEATURE, ATC, 07/13/2021

The city of Raleigh has sold more than an acre of land downtown 
for just one dollar as part of an affordable housing program.  
The non-profit Raleigh Area Land Trust plans to build and sell 
17 units on the property while keeping ownership of the land 
around them.  As part of an agreement with the city, the 
organization has to maintain affordable housing on the land into 
the future.
Rhett Fussell [RETT FUSS-ull] is the non-profit's interim 
director.  He says the model gives low- to middle-income people 
a shot at home-ownership.
FEATURE, ME, 07/14/2021

A group of conservative Republicans at the North Carolina 
General Assembly wants access to voting machines to address what 
they call public concerns over election integrity, even if such 
concerns are baseless. Rusty Jacobs reports.
FEATURE, ATC, 07/14/2021

HOST INTRO:
North Carolina’s hospitality industry is facing significant 
worker shortages. And it’s prompting some businesses to find 
creative ways to attract and maintain staff. Laura Pellicer 
reports. 
FEATURE, ME, 07/15/2021

A bill moving through the state Senate would replace the North 
Carolina High School Athletic Association with a new commission. 
Liz Schlemmer reports.
Earlier this year, state lawmakers led a formal investigation 
into the High School Athletic Association that revealed it has 
41 million dollars in assets.
Republican lawmakers say that raises a red flag. Athletic 
associations in comparable states have a fraction of that 
wealth, which the association raises by charging public schools 
membership fees.
Senator Todd Johnson says the association hasn't been 
transparent about its finances [and that some high school 
athletic directors have raised concerns].



He supports a bill to create a new commission appointed by the 
governor and the General Assembly to take over the role of 
overseeing high school sports.
Critics say that would politicize student sports. Supporters say 
if the association is dissolved, its funds could be returned to 
schools. 
Liz Schlemmer North Carolina Public Radio WUNC]
FEATURE, ATC, 07/22/2021

President Biden's decision to end U.S. involvement in 
Afghanistan has raised questions about the wisdom of leaving — 
and the wisdom of having stayed so long. But veterans who served 
in Afghanistan say that the situation on the ground is hard to 
understand if you haven’t been there.
Anne Kniggendorf (kin-IG-en-dorf) reports for WUNC's American 
Homefront Project.
FEATURE, ME, 08/02/2021

Many eviction proceedings are resuming today [MONDAY] after the 
federal moratorium expired.  Tenant advocates say they’re 
preparing for an eviction wave to start almost immediately. From 
W-F-A-E, Nick de la Canal has more. 
FEATURE, ME, 08/03/2021

Biotechnology giant Amgen is coming to the Triangle.  
The California-based company makes drugs to treat serious 
illnesses like cancer and heart disease. 
Governor Roy Cooper made the announcement today [TUESDAY] in 
Holly Springs about Amgen's plans for a new manufacturing plant. 
FEATURE, ATC, 08/03/2021

State lawmakers met today [THUR] to discuss the start of the 
redistricting process - and public comment could figure 
prominently in the drawing of new political boundaries. Rusty 
Jacobs reports.
Republican Representative, and Joint Redistricting Committee 
Chair, Destin Hall says delayed census data should arrive in the 
next couple of weeks, in time for lawmakers to complete new 
congressional and legislative district maps ahead of the 
December candidate filing period for the 2022 mid-terms. The 
committee will meet next week to discuss the criteria for 
drawing the maps. Hall says he favors the process used in 2019 
when lawmakers had to redraw maps that had been found to be 
gerrymandered by Republicans with unconstitutional excessive 
partisan bias.
"It was the most transparent process of redistricting in this 
state's long history."



Hall says he hopes the process includes public hearings across 
the state.
Rusty Jacobs, North Carolina Public Radio, WUNC.]
FEATURE, ATC, 08/05/2021

Millions of dollars in aid is available for tenants struggling 
with rent or utility bills because of the pandemic. Governor Roy 
Cooper is urging renters to apply for it through the state's 
"HOPE Program". Landlords can now make referrals. 
Isaac Sturgill [stir-JILL] with Legal Aid of North Carolina says 
many tenants still don't know about the program. Much of the 
application process is online, which has also been a barrier. 
But Sturgill says the new C-D-C moratorium on evictions offers 
some relief. 
FEATURE, ME, 08/05/2021

The state House of Representatives is getting closer to issuing 
its two-year budget plan. 
The GOP-led Senate has already passed its version of the 
biennial budget -- their proposal would phase out a corporate 
income tax in North Carolina. The House plan would lower 
corporate and personal income taxes but would NOT go as far as 
the Senate. 
Still, Democratic member Wesley Harris warned the House Finance 
Committee today [MONDAY] that even the reduction proposed by 
House budget writers could pose a fiscal danger in the event of 
a recession.
"And I worry about our ability to weather that, with us giving 
away, with us cutting these taxes."
The Finance Committee approved the plan along party lines. Next 
up is the House Appropriations Committee, followed by full 
House, which has a Republican-majority.
Then the House plan must be reconciled with the Senate's version 
before going to Democratic Governor Roy Cooper.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/06/2021

A joint redistricting committee in the North Carolina General 
Assembly yesterday [MONDAY] laid out proposed criteria for 
redrawing the state's political boundaries.
With 20-20 census data due to arrive later this week, the GOP-
led General Assembly must soon redraw maps for North Carolina's 
congressional and state legislative districts. The proposed 
criteria include creating districts with equal population that 
seek to avoid splitting up municipalities. Also, Republican 
Senator Paul Newton said map makers would NOT use racial data or 
rely on past election outcomes.



"Partisan considerations and election results data shall not be 
used in the drawing of districts.”
Lawmakers did not use partisan data in 20-19 when they had to 
draw new maps to replace ones declared by a state court to be 
unlawfully gerrymandered with extreme partisan bias. After 
public comment today [TUESDAY], the committee will vote Thursday 
on adopting the criteria.
FEATURE, ME, 08/10/2021

TO LISTEN TO THE FULL WEEK IN STATE POLITICS CONVERSATION WITH 
AISHA AND CLARK DOWNLOAD AND LISTEN TO THE W-U-N-C POLITICS 
PODCAST WHEREVER YOU GET YOUR PODCASTS.
INTERVIEW, ATC, 08/13/2021

Raleigh city councilmembers will hear the first draft tomorrow 
of a proposed ordinance looking to ban exotic or wild animals as 
household pets. Naomi Prioleau has more.
Council member David Knight asked for the city attorney’s office 
to prepare a proposed ordinance last month, just after a 
venomous zebra cobra snake was on the loose in Raleigh.
That event revealed the lack of any city laws that address the 
ownership of exotic animals.
This proposed ordinance would ban someone from having animals 
like alligators, ducks, squirrels, deer, lions, monkeys and 
tigers.
The ordinance also would make it illegal to feed them as well, 
except for bird feeders that are at least five feet off the 
ground.
And if it's approved, anyone who owns those animals would have 
to get them out of the city within 90 days.
Naomi Prioleau. North Carolina Public Radio. WUNC.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/16/2021

Some Raleigh city council members are criticizing a proposed 
ordinance that would prohibit owning or feeding exotic or wild 
animals in the city.
Councilman David Knight introduced the ordinance after a 
venomous zebra cobra was on the loose for seven months in north 
Raleigh. 
But the proposal language defines a wild animal as a non-
domesticated animal, which council members like Nicole Stewart 
disagrees with.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/18/2021



A state court panel's ruling today [MONDAY] could amount to the 
largest expansion of voting rights in North Carolina since the 
Civil Rights era. That's according to a lead attorney 
representing formerly incarcerated people with felony 
convictions. Rusty Jacobs reports.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/23/2021

Governor Roy Cooper toured damage from last week's tropical 
storm Fred in Candler today [Wednesday]. Cooper said his office 
is working as fast as it can to submit a request for federal 
assistance. It can't come too soon for Alexis Giese [GEEZ-uh], 
owner of Mountain Power Performance. The business lost hundreds 
of thousands of dollars’ worth of tools and other equipment used 
to work on diesel engines and trucks.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/25/2021

in: This is Morning Edition. I'm Will Michaels
out: Carolina Public Press reporter Jordan Wilkie, speaking with 
Jeff Tiberii. To hear more, find and download this week's WUNC 
Politics Podcast...
FEATURE, ME, 08/26/2021

Remnants of Tropical Depression Ida are moving through Tennessee 
toward southeastern West Virginia.
Kathleen Carroll is a meteorologist with the National Weather 
Service.  Carroll says the threat for North Carolina is in the 
west, recently hammered by another tropical storm and heavy 
flooding.
FEATURE, ATC, 09/01/2021

Race/Diversity:

Black students and staff at U-N-C Chapel Hill presented their 
joint demands yesterday for a more equitable campus. Liz 
Schlemmer reports.
The demands come in the wake of the university's long-delayed 
decision to offer tenure to Black journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones 
-- which she turned down. 
Members of the U-N-C Black community emphasize that her tenure 
controversy is part of a larger pattern of inequity. 
Yesterday student leaders outlined priorities they want the 
university to meet this year -- they include the hiring of more 
Black counselors, alerts when white supremacists are on campus,
FEATURE, ME, 07/07/2021



Attorneys for the family of Andrew Brown, Junior, say they will 
subpoena body camera footage from his death in a new lawsuit.  
Pasquotank County Sheriff's deputies shot and killed Brown in 
April outside his home in Elizabeth City.  Authorities claimed 
they were attempting to serve search and arrest warrants.  In 
body camera footage that has not been released publicly, 
sheriff's deputies are seen firing at Brown as he's attempting 
to drive away from them.  The lawsuit filed Wednesday seeks more 
than 30-million dollars in damages.  Brown family attorney 
Bakari Sellers says the lawsuit gives him the opportunity to 
subpoena the body camera footage and question authorities about 
the shooting.
FEATURE, ME, 07/15/2021

The Faculty Council at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill has passed a resolution in support of Chancellor 
Kevin Guskiewicz. It comes as the Chair of the Faculty Council, 
Mimi Chapman, says she was contacted by someone over the weekend 
who had been in a meeting where names were being solicited for 
interim chancellor.
Chapman organized an emergency – and sometimes contentious – 
meeting of the Faculty Council yesterday [WEDNESDAY], which 
passed the resolution.
FEATURE, ME, 07/15/2021

Greensboro's new task force to address the needs of the 
transgender community will hold its first meeting this week.  
Naomi Prioleau has more.
The City Council announced the task force in December 20-20. It 
will be made up of people who are transgender or gender non-
binary.
During Wednesday's online meeting, the public will be able to 
meet its members, learn about its vision and give feedback on 
how to improve the lives of transgender people in Greensboro.
FEATURE, ME,07/19/2021

The Defense Department estimates 20-thousand sexual assaults 
happen in the military each year. But only about one-percent end 
in convictions. 
President Biden and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin have endorsed 
major changes in how those cases are handled. But reforms likely 
will take years.
Carson Frame reports for WUNC's American Homefront Project.
FEATURE, ME, 07/20/2021



About 60 percent of North Carolina residents are non-Hispanic 
White, according to Census figures released today [THURSDAY]. 
That means the state got more racially diverse in the past 
decade. Jason deBruyn reports.
The U-S as a whole has gotten more racially diverse as well. On 
the Census diversity index, -- which indicates the likelihood 
two randomly picked residents would be of different races or 
ethnicities -- North Carolina ranks number 19. That's the same 
spot it held 10 years ago. The biggest increase was in the 
Latino population, and those who identify as two or more races.
Robeson is the most racially diverse county in the state, 
followed by Hoke and Durham. Counties in the mountains tend to 
be less racially diverse than those along the I-95 corridor. 
Madison County has the lowest diversity index ranking in the 
state.
Jason deBruyn, North Carolina Public Radio, WUNC]
Feature, ATC, 08/12/2021

Sports:

Two American teams have earned medals in new relays at the 
Olympics featuring teams of men and women.  And North 
Carolinians were on both.
In the mixed triathlon, Katie Zaferes [zuh-FEAR-ess] completed 
her shortened triathlon before passing off to her teammates.  
Zaferes lives in Cary, and also won bronze in the individual 
women's triathlon.  After she finished the first leg of the 
relay, she was followed by two American men before her fourth 
teammate completed the swim-bike-run sprint.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/03/2021

A project is underway to preserve Black history in Greensboro. 
As WFDD’s Keri Brown reports, it includes nominating a portion 
of the Benbow [ben-BOH] Park neighborhood for the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
The area is known for many examples of Mid-Century Modern houses 
and churches designed and built by Black professionals - and it 
was home to leaders and participants of the Civil Rights 
Movement. Greensboro’s Planning Department was recently awarded 
a $40,000 federal grant to move forward with the nomination 
process. Mike Cowhig is a senior planner with the city. 9 sec. 
“Part of the project will be doing oral history interviews with 
long-time residents of the neighborhood."
The city expects to hold community meetings in the fall to 
explain the project and help identify more people willing to 
share their stories. 



I’m Keri Brown reporting.]
FEATURE, ATC, 08/10/2021

The Carolina Panthers lost to the Indianapolis Colts 21 to 18 in 
their first preseason game yesterday. Coach Matt Ruhl [rule] 
says backup quarterback Will Grier [like ear] and the team will 
figure out things as the season moves forward.
RUHL: You know, I thought he was clean, at the end of the day we 
didn't turn the ball over until that last play, but, you know, 
we laid two balls on the ground, two guys caught balls and got 
the ball punched out, we had a ton of penalties -- so things 
that are not winning football that have to get corrected."]
The Panthers next pre-season game is on Saturday against the 
Baltimore Ravens
FEATURE, ATC, 08/16/2021

HOST INTRO: This is Morning Edition. I'm Eric Hodge
Two separate shooting incidents at North Carolina high schools 
in recent days have left many unanswered questions. On this 
week’s Politics Podcast Jeff Tiberii speaks with two reporters 
about the shootings, and what happens next.
[HOST TAG]: You can hear an expanded version of this 
conversation on the WUNC Politics Podcast. 
INTERVIEW, ATC, 09/08/2021

Weather:

Tropical Storm Elsa made landfall today in Florida. It's 
continuing its way up to the Carolinas. 
Governor Roy Cooper urged residents in eastern and central North 
Carolina to prepare for possible flooding starting this evening.
Nick Pietro [pee-tro] is with the National Weather Service in 
Raleigh. He says rain is his biggest concern with this storm.
FEATURE, ATC, 07/07/21

This Shark Week, the University of North Carolina’s Institute of 
Marine Sciences is marking a milestone. The institute’s shark 
research program is celebrating its 50th year of data 
collection.
Joel Fodrie [FAH-dree] is a professor at the institute. He says 
there’s a wide range of shark species that visit the North 
Carolina coast —- some more frequently than others.
"There’s over 50 species of sharks that venture into North 
Carolina waters, and there’s probably over 20 that are somewhat 
common. You wouldn’t be surprised at all to catch one of these 
20 species."



The Institute keeps track of which species turn up in North 
Carolina every year. They can use the data to map out who’s 
eating who under the sea, and find out which shark species may 
be on the decline.
FEATURE, ME, 2021

The annual tally of high heat days has jumped over the past four 
decades in cities across the state.
Scientists with the nonprofit Climate Central found Charlotte 
had 19 more high heat days last year than in 1979. Raleigh and 
Greenville had 15, Wilmington 12 and Greensboro 10. 
And scientists say the heat is climate-change related and a 
public health issue. 
Environmental health researcher Jaime Madrigano [JAY-mee MAH-
dri-gah-no]at the Rand Corporation says this is leading to more 
hospitalizations.
FEATURE,  ATC, 07/23/2021

As tropical storm Henri [awn-REE] moves up the east coast in the 
Atlantic Ocean, it's projected to cause some waves that move 
inland.  Dave Loewenthal [LOW-enn-thal] with the National 
Weather Service says the coast may see moderate rip currents 
today [THURSDAY], and the storm will likely cause intense rip 
currents tomorrow.
LOWENTHAL: "There's a good chance lifeguards may not be letting 
people in the water tomorrow, that would be flying what's called 
red flags -- maybe only knee deep or something like that."]
Loewenthal says the swells may increase three to five 
feet.Possible dangerous rip currents could occur Friday and 
Saturday, especially within two hours of low tide.  He says 
people should be careful if they choose to go in the water at 
all.  On Wednesday, two people were caught in a rip current and 
died off Oak Island.  Oak Island Water Rescue officials say the 
victims were visitors from out of town who weren't aware of the 
increased rip current risk.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/19/2021

HOST INTRO:
Extreme temperatures will become more frequent and more severe 
as climate change worsens. But these temperatures are not 
experienced the same way, even within the same city. 
Low income communities of color in urban areas are more likely 
to experience extreme heat because of historically unequal 
policies and investment around development and zoning.



A new, national effort hopes to identify and eventually address 
these "urban heat islands." WUNC Environment reporter Celeste 
Gracia reports.
FEATURE, ME, 08/13/2021

Remnants of Tropical Depression Ida are moving through Tennessee 
toward southeastern West Virginia.
Kathleen Carroll is a meteorologist with the National Weather 
Service.  Carroll says the threat for North Carolina is in the 
west, recently hammered by another tropical storm and heavy 
flooding.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/31/2021

Other:

State environmental officials are warning that a chemical 
released from a Greensboro wastewater treatment plant may impact 
water intakes downstream in the next few days. 
Greensboro reported a discharge of 1,4 dioxane into South 
Buffalo Creek, which is a tributary of the Haw River.  
Officials with the Department of Environmental Quality said 
levels of the chemical in the Pittsboro drinking water source 
downstream may exceed the E-P-A’s health advisory level.  
Additional sampling is underway at the raw water intake there. 
FEATURE, ATC, 07/02/2021

The North Carolina Zoo in Asheboro is expecting a shipment of 
experimental COVID-19 vaccines designed for animals this month. 
The zoo hasn’t reported any COVID cases among its animals, but 
other zoos elsewhere in the country have. 
J-B Minter is the director of animal health at the North 
Carolina zoo. He says primates will be the first in line for the 
shots, and more animals will follow once they receive a second 
shipment.
FEATURE, ATC, 07/12/2021

A Triangle based group that fosters dogs, "Perfectly Imperfect 
Pups," says it's seeing, "astronomically high," returns of dogs 
that were adopted during the pandemic.
Recently, Duke University evolutionary anthropologist and 
founder of the Canine Cognition Center shared tips for preparing 
dogs for your return to in-person work.
Brian Hare said one of his dogs used to have severe separation 
anxiety, but by taking small steps, he was able to help it.



HARE: "This is something that's a big deal for a dog, if you 
have been around home most of the time and now you're going to 
go back and be gone 40, 50 hours a week."
One big piece of advice -- don't make it a big deal when you 
leave for work, or when you get home. That way your dog keeps a 
more even demeanor, and doesn't feel the need to act out. 
Another piece of advice- incrementally increase the time you're 
away from your dog before you leave for hours at a time.
Hare said dogs have evolved to be attentive to humans and bond 
with them socially.  That's part of why they can get anxious 
when you leave.
FEATURE, ME, 07/22/2021

INTRO: For WUNC’s 20-21 Youth Reporting Institute, students were 
asked a simple question...what’s your story? 
Ellie Stevens, from Apex, North Carolina, answered by taking an 
introspective look on her family background and cultural 
origins.
TAG: To hear more stories from WUNC's Youth Reporters, go to w-
u-n-c-dot-org.
FEATURE, ME, 09/07/2021

Science/Technology:

An experiment that just wrapped up on the International Space 
Station could help N-C State researchers understand whether it 
would be possible to grow plants on celestial bodies where 
humans might one day live -- like Mars or the moon.
P-H-D student researcher Eric Land says that's not the only use 
for seeing how plants grow in micro-gravity...
FEATURE, ME, 07/14/2021

Durham based biotechnology company Humacyte [HUGH-ma-site, huma 
like human] became a publicly traded company today. The move 
raised nearly two-hundred-fifty million dollars. Jason deBruyn 
reports.
The company is developing a way to engineer human blood vessels. 
If it achieves F-D-A approval, it could be a medical 
breakthrough that saves limbs from amputation, and improves 
hemodialysis treatments.
It would also mean a big win for the Research Triangle biotech 
community. Humacyte has built a research and manufacturing hub 
in Durham, and chief executive doctor Laura Niklason has said 
she wants to grow the company from a local headquarters. 



Humacyte also announced it added Kathleen Sebelius to its board 
of directors. She was the Health Secretary during much of the 
Obama Administration.
Jason deBruyn, North Carolina Public Radio, WUNC.
FEATURE, ATC, 08/27/2021

Residents in Haywood County in western North Carolina are 
holding their breath that remnants of Hurricane Ida don’t add to 
their misery this week. For some, the trauma of the floods two 
weeks ago is still front and center. Blue Ridge Public Radio’s 
Cory Vaillancourt has more…
FEATURE, ATC, 08/30/2021


