
 

KGO-TV 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

 

QUARTERLY LISTING OF COMMUNITY PROBLEMS 
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REGULARLY SCHEDULED PROGRAMMING 

 

 

 

During the third quarter of 2000, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled local 

newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative average of over 100 

hours per month:  

   

   Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday  11:30AM-12:00PM 

   Monday  4:30-5:00/5:30-6:00PM 

   Tuesday-Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

   Mon./Tue.-Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday   6:00-6:30PM 

   Sunday  7:00-8:00AM 

   Sunday  9:00-10:30/9:00-10:00AM 

   Sunday  6:00-6:30PM 

 



During the third quarter of 2000, KGO-TV also aired the following regularly 

scheduled locally produced programs that addressed the problems and needs of the 

San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

SUNDAY ON 7: Half-hour public affairs program produced by KGO-TV Public Affairs, 

consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 

community.  This program was hosted by KGO-TV news anchors Dan Ashley and Jessica 

Aguirre.  It aired on Sundays from 10:30-11:00am. 

 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE: In its fifth year, Michael Finney headed this local consumer 

affairs unit.  These on air segments involved consumer alerts and product recalls during 

the local 5pm newscasts, and consumer investigations or resolutions during the 6pm 

newscasts.  The unit was staffed by volunteers who received letters and telephone calls 

via a special hotline from viewers seeking help with a variety of consumer problems.  On 

the average, each month, the unit received over 1000 letters, over 400 e-mails, and 

approximately 2000 phone calls. 

 



LOCAL SPECIALS 

 

During the third quarter of 2000, KGO-TV aired the following locally produced 

special programs that addressed the problems and needs of the San Francisco-San 

Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

FREEDOM FROM HUNGER SUMMER FOOD DRIVE: This bi-annual food drive 

originated from seven locations around the Bay Area, and collected 657,513 pounds of 

food, and $65,362 in cash for local food banks.  This event aired on Thursday, July 6, 

2000, and included local :60 second and two minute cut-ins at various times throughout 

the day from 5:30AM through 5:00PM.  Full coverage was provided inside local news 

programs at 5:00-7:00AM, 11:30AM, 5:00PM and 6:00PM. 

 

PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE: This program, in a series of specials under the generic 

title of Profiles of Excellence, highlighted the accomplishments of five outstanding 

members of the Bay Area’s Asian American Community.  This program aired on Sunday, 

July 16, 2000 from 5:00-5:30pm, and on Sunday, July 30, 2000 from 10:30-11:00am. 

 

EDUCATION 2000: BUILDING BRIGHT MINDS: This special examined the secrets 

to unlocking a child’s natural curiosity for knowledge, and explored ways to motivate young 

minds to be excited about learning.  It also looked at the most important ways a parent or 

caregiver could influence a child’s early development, and direct them toward a meaningful 

education.  This program aired on Sunday, September 24, 2000 from 5:00-5:30pm. 

 

PORTOLA VALLEY EQUESTRIAN CLASSIC: This special provided exclusive 

coverage of the “Portola Valley Equestrian Classic” from the Portola Valley Training 

Center in Menlo Park, Ca.  This equestrian show featured over 300 powerful horses, and 

world class riders as they competed in hunter / jumper events.  This program aired on 

Sunday, July 16, 2000 from 3:00-4:00pm. 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

  

During the third quarter of 2000, KGO-TV aired a total of 2461 public service 

announcements that aired throughout the broadcast day in various time periods, and 

involved many different topics.  Some of these PSA sponsors included- California 

Department of Health Services, Bay Area Black Media Coalition, Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter Day Saints, Coordinated Campaign For Learning Disabilities, American Heart 

Association, Arthur Ashe Institute of Urban Health, Guide Dogs to the Blind, National 

Diabetes Education Program, Volunteers of America, U.S. Department of Transportation, 

Paralyzed Veterans of America, Job Corps, Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic, 

National Arbor Day Foundation, American Academy of Dermatology, and Disney 

Learning Partnership. 

 

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report,     KGO-

TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed and described 

in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 

 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds to these 

surveys.  Through these efforts we’ve determined that the following issues are important 

to the community:   

    Housing Issues 

    Transportation / Traffic Issues 

    Youth Issues 

    Income Inequality 

    Education Issues 

    Special News Reports 

     

    

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described on the 

following pages. 



PROGRAMS ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS 

AND NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

HOUSING ISSUES 

 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: July 16, 2000 (10:30 - 11:00AM) 

Length: 7:01 

Subject: 

This segment discussed how low-income people and the non-profit agencies that served 

them were being forced out of Oakland due to high rents and potential profits.  One of the 

mayor’s goals was to attract new businesses and 10,000 new residents to the city.  But as 

the leases of non-profit organizations expired, they were forced to pay higher rates or face 

eviction.  Most of these groups had fixed funding, and could not afford higher rents.  

Scenes from a protest in front of Mayor Jerry Brown’s Residence were shown. 

 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: July 16, 2000 (10:30 - 11:00AM) 

Length: 9:48 

Subject:  

In this segment, an attorney who was part of “Just Cause Oakland”, discussed the “just 

cause eviction law” that would limit rent increases, and make it more difficult for 

landlords to evict tenants.  The proposed law would give special protection to the elderly, 

disabled, catastrophically ill, and ensure that landlords could only evict with good reason 

such as rent default or property damage.  This studio discussion was prefaced by a news 

report that spoke with people representing both the tenants and landlord sides of the issue. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 3, 2000 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:48 

Subject:   

This report showed how companies were trying to help the Silicon Valley housing crisis 

by donating money to a housing trust fund.  The fund, which was expected to grow to 20 

million dollars, was created to help public service employees rent or buy a home.  The 

fund director commented that companies were realizing that they had a responsibility to 

help make Santa Clara County a livable place.  A building owned by Catholic Charities 

and renovated into affordable housing units was profiled. 



(Housing Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: July 22, 2000 (6:00 - 6:30PM) 

Length: 1:31 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a San Francisco School Board plan to create housing for teachers on 

school land.  The idea was opposed by Sunset District residents who said it would wipe 

out over one third of the playground at Parkside School.  The school board said it wanted 

to develop 500 units on school land over five years to attract and retain teachers who 

couldn’t afford to live in San Francisco.  School officials were hoping to bypass the local 

zoning approval process, but the city attorney ruled that it didn’t apply to housing. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: July 25, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:  

This report covered a march on Cisco Systems by the Community Homeless Alliance 

Ministry.  Cisco Systems had contributed one million dollars to an affordable housing 

fund in Silicon Valley.  The homeless marchers said that was not enough and they 

brought their plea to Cisco’s doorstep.  They wanted Cisco to add to the housing fund and 

take the lead in promoting corporate giving.  Cisco agreed that corporate America had a 

moral obligation to become involved in social issues.   

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: August 3, 2000 (6:00 - 6:30AM) 

Length: :36 

Subject:   

This report announced a new survey that found rents had risen faster, and that the vacancy 

rate had fallen even further in the preceding three months.  Rents for vacant apartments in 

larger buildings shot up 19% in San Mateo County, 18% in Santa Clara County, 14% in 

Alameda, and 13% in San Francisco.  The average rents for a one- bedroom apartment 

were $1,900 in San Francisco, and about $1,400 in San Jose. 



(Housing Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: July 10, 2000 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:39 

Subject:   

This report followed a controversy over a proposal to build new, low cost rental housing 

in Palo Alto.  The housing would be made available to workers at the cancer center of 

Stanford University.  A number of medical buildings would have to be torn down to make 

room for the housing.  This caused quit a concern for hundreds of doctors and dentists 

who said it would be very difficult with high rents on the peninsula to find replacement 

medical offices.  The city planning commission was going to take a closer look at the 

idea. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)    

Date/Time: July 27, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:   

This report discussed an Antioch emergency ordinance that required homebuilders to 

provide two jobs for every home constructed.  These full time jobs would have to pay at 

least $12 per hour, and were expected to be permanent.  City officials said it was another 

effort to curb growth and reduce traffic congestion by putting jobs closer to homes.  An 

Antioch businessman and resident felt that the approach did not have much merit.  The 

HomeBuilders Association of No. Cal. declared the ordinance illegal, and said it might be 

challenged in court.  The council also limited the number of new homes that could be 

built. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)    

Date/Time: August 9, 2000 (5:00 - 5:30AM) 

  August 9, 2000 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: :29, :29 

Subject:   

This report discussed how housing advocates in East Palo Alto urged the city to use $3 

million in redevelopment funds to build low-income housing.  They wanted a new law 

that required one-in-five new apartments to be set aside for low-income residents. 



(Housing Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 5, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  July 9, 2000 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 2:24, 2:56 

Subject:  

This report examined a new San Francisco storage facility just for the possessions of 

homeless people.  The facility was created so homeless people would not have to use 

shopping carts to store their possessions.  This meant that stores could get their carts 

back, homeless people would be less reluctant to leave their belongings and perhaps seek 

work or social services.  The “Storage Depot” enabled homeless people; especially those 

who moved from different locations, to safely house their possessions.  Former homeless 

people worked as staff as a job training opportunity.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 27, 2000 (6:00 - 6:30PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report covered a march in San Jose to call attention to the need of affordable 

housing.  Homeless advocates marched in honor of the memory of a man who dedicated 

his life to helping the poor and homeless.  It was reported that 20,000 people in Santa 

Clara County were homeless in the prior year with 30,000 more at risk.  Marchers planted 

a tree at a local park to keep the memory and mission of the man alive.



TRANSPORTATION / TRAFFIC ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 3, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:  

This report covered a proposal to bring ferry service from San Francisco to Redwood 

City.  The plans called for high-speed catamaran service once per hour, and every two 

hours between Redwood City and Alameda. Two ferry companies believed that service to 

Redwood City was feasible, but voters would have to approve a ½ cent sales tax to 

finance the plan.  Analysts said it could translate to 1,000 people leaving their vehicles.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 6, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:  

This report followed Governor Davis’ trip to San Francisco to sign two bills to improve 

transportation in the Bay Area.  The bills, designed to ease commutes, and expand 

transportation options in the state, contained $725 million to expand BART to San Jose.  

90% of the budget for the Bay Area focused on rail and public transit.  $140 million was 

set aside for a Muni subway to Chinatown from 3
rd

 Street.  The measures also contained 

money to widen the congested Highway 680-Sunol Grade and 101 south of San Jose. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 13, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:  

This report originated from the Golden Gate Bridge on the first day that an automated toll 

system began operation.  The electronic “Fast Track System” enabled drivers to go 

through the toll plaza without stopping.  It was expected to be in place on the Bay Bridge 

and all Bay Area bridges by 2001. 

 



(Transportation / Traffic cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: July 18, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:35 

Subject:  

This report looked at a proposal to install mini-bullet trains between San Jose and 

downtown San Francisco.  If implemented, the project was expected to be finished by 

2003, ahead of the BART extension into San Jose that was a decade away from 

completion.  Backers of the plan expected the commute to San Francisco to be reduced 

from 95 to 45 minutes.  Approximately 28,000 people rode CalTrain to the city each day.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: July 19, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:  

This report reviewed a regional transportation plan for the peninsula that would link 

buses, shuttles, trains and BART.  Improvements to roads and freeways were also part of 

the $800 million plan that was to be completed by 2010.  Many San Mateo County 

commuters welcomed the plan; and county supervisors said relief could only be achieved 

through public transit. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: July 19, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  July 19, 2000 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:35, :23 

Subject:  

These reports discussed a study that projected that the number of Contra Costa 

commuters on Interstates 580 and 680 would double in ten years.  The need for affordable 

housing took people further away from work.  The study offered solutions that included a 

fourth bore in the Caldecott Tunnel, a BART extension to Antioch, and encouraged 

people to work more from home.   



(Transportation / Traffic cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: August 1, 2000 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:47 

Subject:  

This report covered a public hearing in Palo Alto regarding a plan to pay for the BART 

extension to the South Bay.  The plan called for a ½ cent sales tax extension until 2026 to 

raise 3.8 billion dollars with half of it going to BART.  County supervisors had only one 

week from this point to put the measure on the November ballot for voter approval.  

Critics argued that was not enough time, and also said the plan was not well thought out- 

that San Jose would get too big a piece of the distribution at the expense of northern 

Santa Clara County.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: August 2, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  August 6, 2000 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 1:40, 1:41 

Subject:  

This report discussed the issues surrounding the impending vote to extend a ½ cent sales 

tax to fund the BART extension to Santa Clara County.  The manager at a Silicon Valley 

company shared issues about his thirty-mile commute.  San Jose Mayor Ron Gonzalez 

was counting on public support to get BART to Santa Clara County, but there was 

opposition.  Both sides aired their case at a special meeting of the Valley Transit 

Authority, and the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: August 9, 2000 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:42 

Subject:  

This report looked at a last-minute proposal by a Santa Clara County supervisor to extend 

congestion relief to areas beyond the South Bay.  He proposed the addition of one billion 

dollars to a proposed tax that was expected to raise four billion dollars.  His proposal was 

expected to encounter stiff opposition from fellow supervisors who wanted more time to 

think about financing transportation projects.  People interviewed said they wanted 

BART service extended to San Jose, and they were willing to pay for it.   



YOUTH ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 20, 2000 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:55 

Subject: 

This report discussed how children were feeling pressured to dress provocatively, and 

where the latest fashion trends were going.  A youth expert suggested that parents who 

noticed their kids dressing too provocatively should speak with their children and set 

boundaries.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 17, 2000 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject: 

This report showed how an internet startup company in San Francisco financed a summer 

camp for girls from Hunters Point.  In an effort to make a positive difference in the lives 

of some young people in San Francisco, this company wanted to set an example in the 

business community.  The youngsters were part of a year round enrichment program 

based in their housing project. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 11, 2000 (11:30AM - 12:00PM) 

Length: 1:05 

Subject: 

This report reviewed several important things for parents to consider when choosing after 

school care for their children.  Childcare experts said parents should check for some of 

the basics by visiting a center in person.  One of the markers of good childcare listed was 

to make sure kids were interacting with each other and their caregiver as well.  They 

suggested that parents make sure a daycare center is clean, neat, with open space, and has 

an emergency safety plan.  Parents should also observe how children are disciplined, and 

to make sure the ratio of children per caregiver is no more than 12 to 15.   



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 21, 2000 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:  

This report looked at how an Oakland based organization volunteered to attend “rave 

parties” and provide on-the-spot testing of drugs before users take them.  In the prior 

month, a “rave” at the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds got out of control with seven 

people going to the hospital.  Many drug users were unknowingly buying dangerous 

substitutes that could kill.  A woman who fought to have a rave club shut down near her 

business was critical of the testing service.  The Vallejo Police said the testing service 

might be well intended, but sent a mixed message. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 23, 2000 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:49 

Subject: 

This report discussed how the state attorney general was under community pressure to 

launch an investigation into the tobacco industry.  A university study alleged that tobacco 

companies were making up for not advertising on billboards by advertising more heavily 

in convenience stores.  It found a significant increase in both exterior and interior ads 

with in-store promotions increasing +20%, and “gift with purchase” promotions rising 

+124%. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 3, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  July 17, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:25, 4:25 

Subject: 

This report profiled the Hanna Boys Center of Sonoma County during its 50
th

 

anniversary.  This unique program’s remarkable history of turning troubled teenagers 

around was responsible for rescuing hundreds of boys over the years.  Boys from all over 

California arrive at Hanna several grades behind in school, with a history of difficult 

behavior.  The center’s classrooms provide individual attention with no more than 10 

boys in each class.  In addition to school, they provide structure, discipline, and a caring 

atmosphere.  Boys must agree to stay for one year, but about one quarter don’t make it. 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: July 12, 2000 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:  

This report looked into the closure of a Marin County day care center due to 

redevelopment.  The building that housed the center was being remodeled as office space. 

Sixty children were facing displacement if their preschool couldn’t find a place to 

relocate.  This occurred at a time when two nearby centers closed, and the demand for day 

care was high, especially for facilities that accepted children.  The building’s new 

landlord was a philanthropic association that built a research center on aging. 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: July 4, 2000 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:00 

Subject:  

This report profiled a job-training program for teenagers from low-income San Francisco 

neighborhoods.  Three students from this unique program discussed their concessions 

jobs at Pac Bell Park.  These at-risk teens said the experience helped them to prepare for 

their future. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: July 12, 2000 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:  

This report discussed an event that was expected to generate one million dollars for south 

bay organizations that prepared students for high tech careers.  The fundraiser was put 

together by a San Jose high tech trade association that wanted to develop a local computer 

workforce.  But a study showed that the majority of Silicon Valley students didn’t have 

the needed skills for high tech jobs.  A “cybercamp” for students seeking computer jobs 

was provided free as outreach to communities where public schools didn’t always offer 

courses. 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local)  

Date/Time: September 10, 2000 (10:30 – 11:00AM) 

Length: 30:00 

Subject:  

The subject of this special program was “parents in schools.”  Segment one featured the 

Director of San Francisco’s Parents for Public Schools.  She discussed how busy parents 

were faced with the dilemma of how they would find time to get involved with their 

children’s schools.  Segment two featured the co-presidents of the Benicia High School 

PTA.  They discussed how several parents worked and had busy schedules, but still 

volunteered their time or gave their support whenever they could to the schools.  Segment 

three featured the director and a volunteer from the Palo Alto Retired and Senior 

Volunteer Program.  “RSVP” successfully matched senior volunteer tutors with young 

students who were struggling with their reading skills. 

 

EDUCATION 2000: BUILDING BRIGHT MINDS: This special examined the secrets to 

unlocking a child’s natural curiosity for knowledge, and explored ways to motivate young 

minds to be excited about learning.  It also looked at the most important ways a parent or 

caregiver could influence a child’s early development, and direct them toward a meaningful 

education.  This program aired on Sunday, September 24, 2000 from 5:00-5:30pm. 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS  

During the 3rd Quarter of 2000, there were over 600 public service announcements that 

aired in various day-parts which addressed issues related to youth.  Sponsors of these 

PSA’s included- America’s Promise, Boy Scouts of America, Boys Town National 

Hotline, Boys Hope Girls Hope, Center for Juvenile & Criminal Justice, ChildReach, 

Children Now, Children of Shelters, Connect for Kids, DARE, Easter Seals, Juvenile 

Diabetes Foundation International, March of Dimes, Muscular Dystrophy Association, 

National Center for Missing & Exploited Children, Partnership for a Drug-Free 

California/America, and Youth for Understanding. 



INCOME INEQUALITY 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 21, 2000 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject: 

This report showed how high tech in Santa Clara County had created a wide pay gap 

between engineers and everyone else.  The average pay for employees at a computer 

programming or software company was nearly $124,000.  But the average pay for a 

Silicon Valley hotel worker was only $20,000, with restaurant & bar workers barely over 

$14,000.  This meant that a home in Los Gatos with an asking price of $925,000 was out 

of reach to most people.   

 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: July 16, 2000 (10:30 - 11:00AM) 

Length: 6:38 

Subject: 

This segment provided an update on how the “working poor” were doing in Silicon 

Valley.  The largest provider of shelters and services for homeless people in Santa Clara 

County was profiled.  One of the most difficult jobs of this shelter was to break the 

stereotype that homeless people had no jobs and no incentive to work.  40% of those 

living in shelters or transitional housing worked full time.  Some of the shelter’s clients 

earned $40,000 a year, what would be considered middle class, but in Silicon Valley, that 

was not enough to pay rent, eat and afford childcare. 

 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: July 16, 2000 (10:30 - 11:00AM) 

Length: 7:01 

Subject: 

This segment discussed how low-income people and the non-profit agencies that served 

them were being forced out of Oakland because of high rents and potential profits.  One 

of the mayor’s goals was to attract new businesses and 10,000 new residents to the city.  

But as the leases of non-profit organizations expired, they were forced to pay higher rates 

or face eviction.  Most of these groups had fixed funding, and could not afford higher 

rents.  Scenes from a protest in front of Mayor Jerry Brown’s Residence were shown. 



(Income Inequality cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 5, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  July 9, 2000 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 2:24, 2:56 

Subject:  

This report examined a new San Francisco storage facility just for the possessions of 

homeless people.  The facility was created so homeless people would not have to use 

shopping carts to store their possessions.  This meant that stores could get their carts 

back, homeless people would be less reluctant to leave their belongings and perhaps seek 

work or social services.  The “Storage Depot” enabled homeless people, especially those 

who moved from different locations, to safely house their possessions.  Former homeless 

people worked as staff as a job training opportunity.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 7, 2000 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:  

This report covered a state bill that would expand the Cal Grant Program making billions 

of dollars available to struggling college students.  The grants were especially welcome in 

the Bay Area where the high cost of living put higher education out of the financial reach 

of many.  Grants of up to $10,000 a year would be made available to all eligible students 

rather than the previously “less than 20% of eligible students.”  The bill was waiting on 

the governor’s desk for a signature. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 5, 2000 (5:00 - 6:00AM) 

Length: 3:13 

Subject: 

This report discussed the fact that most of the people asking for emergency food 

assistance were the working poor and their children.  This report showed specific 

examples of innovative approaches to using the donated food in San Francisco: A kids 

cafe in a low-income neighborhood was staffed by children with help from adults.  They 

prepared a nutritious evening meal for 100 children.  The Salvation Army created a 

program to feed low-income immigrant children who would be at risk for hunger during 

summer vacation.  Despite a strong economy, food banks were struggling to meet the 

demand. 



(Income Inequality cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 3, 2000 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

  August 6, 2000 (9:00 - 10:30AM) 

Length: 1:30, 1:28 

Subject:   

This report covered a community group that was part of a nationwide campaign against 

predatory lenders as they targeted an investment firm.  Predatory lenders were defined as 

those who made loans to people who could not afford them, charged unnecessary fees, 

and in the worst case scenario committed outright fraud.  A woman who refinanced her 

home to pay off credit cards discussed how she owed thousands more than she paid for 

the house, and how her payments seemed to be going to interest alone.  The investment 

firm said they were aware of the group’s concern, and agreed one month earlier to meet 

with them to discuss the firm’s policies. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 27, 2000 (6:00 - 6:30PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report covered a march in San Jose to call attention to the need of affordable 

housing.  Homeless advocates marched in honor of the memory of a man who dedicated 

his life to helping the poor and homeless.  It was reported that 20,000 people in Santa 

Clara County were homeless in the prior year with 30,000 more at risk.  Marchers planted 

a tree at a local park to keep the memory and mission of the man alive.



EDUCATION ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 6, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  July 9, 2000 (9:00-10:30AM) 

Length: 3:00, 3:00 

Subject: 

This report reviewed an experimental educational technique called “unschooling.”  A 

growing number of parents had undertaken this relaxed approach to learning full time.  

The theory was if parents helped their children pursue things that interested them, they 

would learn everything they needed to know naturally.  Children participating in the 

technique were profiled.  An advocate of the program discussed his feelings.  Critics said 

that “unschooled” kids could miss important windows of opportunity for learning certain 

skills. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 1, 2000 (11:30AM - 12:00PM) 

Length: 1:09 

Subject: 

This report covered the first day on the job for San Francisco’s new Superintendent of 

Schools.  She started her first day meeting with journalists.  The school board had high 

hopes that she could turn things around in San Francisco, a district with severe financial 

problems, increasingly segregated schools, and dwindling attendance rates.  The 

superintendent planned to give schools resources, then holding them responsible for 

results. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 24, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:00 

Subject:  

This report looked at a plan to create more charter schools in California, one of the most 

regulated school systems in the nation.  A charter school was so successful in San Carlos, 

six of the district’s seven public schools converted to charters.  The state superintendent 

wanted to bring that same flexibility to the rest of the state.  He was planning to quit his 

job as superintendent to preside over what he hoped would be a revolution in public 

education.



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 14, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:  

This report reviewed the reaction to the results of the standardized test scores for the 

Oakland School District.  Compared with the previous year, scores on average stayed the 

same or dropped at most grade levels. Oakland’s scores were well below the national 

average.  The results of test scores could have financial implications for school districts, 

and chronically low-performing schools were subject to takeover by the state.  The new 

district superintendent hoped that the changes he was making would mean improvement. 

People at two schools that experienced improved scores discussed their situations.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 7, 2000 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:24 

Subject:  

This report discussed corporal punishment in schools, and how the American Academy of 

Pediatrics advocated an all-out ban on spanking at home and school.  The academy 

acknowledged that physical force might be necessary at time to protect other students or 

staff from harm.  A study suggested that spanking could lead to violent, anti-social 

behavior such as cheating and being disobedient in school.  A psychologist who worked 

for years to abolish corporal punishment shared his thoughts. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 6, 2000 (9:00 - 10:30AM) 

Length: 1:49 

Subject:  

This report covered a City of Oakland proclamation event for Orallee Brown, a realtor 

who adopted a class of first graders 13 years before, promising one day to send everyone 

in the class to college.  With Brown’s help, 19 of those first graders were enrolled in 

college.  She was nationally recognized for her commitment, and honored by the U.S. 

Department of Education. Oakland Mayor Jerry Brown praised her, called her a hero, and 

said she was an example of how powerful one individual could be. 



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: July 22, 2000 (6:00 - 6:30PM) 

Length: 1:31 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a San Francisco School Board plan to create housing for teachers on 

school land.  The idea was opposed by Sunset District residents who said it would wipe 

out over one third of the playground at Parkside School.  The school board said it wanted 

to develop 500 units on school land over five years to attract and retain teachers who 

couldn’t afford to live in San Francisco.  School officials were hoping to bypass the local 

zoning approval process, but the city attorney ruled that it didn’t apply to housing. 

 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local)  

Date/Time: September 10, 2000 (10:30 – 11:00AM) 

Length: 30:00 

Subject:  

The subject of this special program was “parents in schools.”  Segment one featured the 

Director of San Francisco’s Parents for Public Schools.  She discussed how busy parents 

were faced with the dilemma of how they would find time to get involved with their 

children’s schools.  Segment two featured the co-presidents of the Benicia High School 

PTA.  They discussed how several parents worked and had busy schedules, but still 

volunteered their time or gave their support whenever they could to the schools.  Segment 

three featured the director and a volunteer from the Palo Alto Retired and Senior 

Volunteer Program.  “RSVP” successfully matched senior volunteer tutors with young 

students who were struggling with their reading skills. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: July 11, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a San Mateo County plan that was to solve a critical shortage of 

teachers and high tech workers.  The president of Canada College wanted to offer four- 

year degrees in technology and teaching.  People were looking for a university level 

education to be competitive in the booming biotechnology and multimedia fields.  The 

college believed that the plan would remove many barriers to higher education faced by 

students of modest means. 



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ZOO MANIA 2000: This special took viewers on a safari at the San Francisco Zoo that 

featured information and a look at the most unusual animals.  This included the rare white 

alligator, leg-less lizard, hissing beetles and evolution’s master of disguise, the walking 

stick.  A veterinary dentist discussed his technique for working with different animals.  

Another segment featured “a day in the life of the zoo”, from the early morning arrival of 

the horticulture staff who supplied exotic foods, to the last employee who locked the 

facility.  This program aired on Saturday, September 29, 2000 from 7:00-7:30pm, and on 

Sunday, August 6, 2000 from 5:00-5:30pm. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 16, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 7:00 

Subject:  

This report reviewed the “Abrazos and Books” scholarship program formed by ABC/7 

reporter Rigo Chacon in 1990.  Abrazos means hugs in Spanish, and translated, this 

international program helped provide “education with love and support.”  To date, 140 

outstanding Santa Clara County students had received scholarships; many had a difficult 

life.  Prior scholarship recipients and success stories were profiled to show how they were 

giving back to the community.     

 

 



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

 

ABC 7 News provided several, in-depth news reports that examined a variety of issues 

important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  The following are examples of 

these in-depth reports:  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 26, 2000 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 4:29 

Subject: 

This report reviewed details surrounding a San Francisco house explosion in 1998.  

Police blamed the blast on storage and manufacturing of illegal explosives.  The main 

suspect, who lived in the building, was blown through two walls into the building next 

door.  He denied producing fireworks in the building.  His attorney said that the gas 

company knew that the building’s gas appliances had malfunctioned as many as five 

times in the months preceding the blast.  Gas company officials said their investigation 

turned up no leaks or calls for service from the address.  The suspect was facing at least 

ten lawsuits, but he was also suing the gas company. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 16, 2000 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 7:00 

Subject:  

This report reviewed the “Abrazos and Books” scholarship program formed by ABC/7 

reporter Rigo Chacon in 1990.  Abrazos means hugs in Spanish, and translated, this 

international program helped provide “education with love and support.”  To date, 140 

outstanding Santa Clara County students had received scholarships; many had a difficult 

life.  Prior scholarship recipients and success stories were profiled to show how they were 

giving back to the community.     



(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 7, 2000 (5:00 - 6:00AM) 

Length: 3:02 

Subject:  

This report looked at the huge merchandising operation of San Francisco’s legendary rock 

band The Grateful Dead.  The archivist of the band’s huge music library discussed how 

audio and videotapes were preserved for the high product demand.  Surviving bandmates 

discussed their plans to form a new band and carry on their music five years after the 

death of founding member Jerry Garcia. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 12, 2000 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:29 

Subject: 

This report explained a new procedure that allowed couples with infertility problems to 

conceive their own genetic children.  Infertility was often thought of as a woman’s 

problem, but one-third of a time it was strictly male related.  The new procedure, 

“Testicular Sperm Extraction”, was developed by a fertility specialist to help men with a 

low sperm count.  A couple who could not conceive discussed how the procedure helped 

them get pregnant. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 3, 2000 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:46 

Subject:  

This report profiled a woman who was in need of a kidney transplant, and how she 

thought she might have to wait years for a compatible donor.  She decided that if a 

compatible donor could not be found she would stop dialysis, even if it threatened her 

life. One by one, relatives were disqualified because of medical problems or age, and 

almost as an afterthought, doctors did a blood test on her husband of 28 years and found a 

match.  Doctors said a match with a non-blood relative like a spouse was extremely rare.



(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 27, 2000 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:27 

Subject:  

This report reviewed plans to build a spectacular fountain and water display on Lake 

Merrit in Oakland.  A retired bank executive thought of the idea that would be similar in 

design to the fountains at the Bellagio Hotel in Las Vegas.  The southern California firm 

responsible for the Bellagio fountains had begun designing, free of charge for Lake 

Merrit.  Fountain advocates said that the fountains might cost five million dollars, but 

would be funded with private donations. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: July 24, 2000 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:04 

Subject:  

This report took a look at how U.C. Davis Researchers were trying to learn more about 

the genetic makeup of canines.  At the time, more than 50% of all American dog breeds 

were from registered breeds.  Over the years, as dogs were bred for specific 

characteristics, the gene pool shrunk, and purebreds developed genetic tendencies for 

debilitating diseases.  Researchers were trying to assemble a D-N-A database in an effort 

to screen for undesirable tendencies.  They believed that when dogs with undesirable 

genetic traits could be identified, breeders could then make informed breeding decisions. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: July 16, 2000 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:55 

Subject:  

This report examined the reasons behind the layoff of hundreds of dot-com employees in 

the Bay Area.  On April 24, 2000, the technology rich NASDAQ plummeted and closed 

down –160 points, and caused investor confidence in dot-coms to fall.  By the end of 

June, dot-com companies had laid-off nearly 5,000 employees, and 14 websites 

disappeared.  Dozens of sites were left without funds to move forward since venture 

capital cash wasn’t flowing.  It appeared that the layoffs were more of an adjustment than 

a collapse in the dot-com industry.  Experts said that investors were looking to invest in 

things that would make the internet easier to use, and less at the development of sites. 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 13, 2000 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:05 

Subject:  

This report went into the commissary of a leading Silicon Valley dot-com company and 

compared its menu to that of other office cafeterias.  The food at this high tech company 

was highly refined.  Commissary chefs discussed the menu along with employees who ate 

there. 


