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1/4/2020

A formal sentencing hearing took place Friday morning for the defendant convicted last month in the 
2017 murder of Tecumseh Police Officer Justin Terney. The jury recommended the death penalty as 
punishment; District Judge John G. Canavan agreed. At 9 a.m. at the Pottawatomie County courthouse, 
Canavan wasted no time handing down judgment against 38-year-old Byron James Shepard of 
Okemah.

1/10/2020

Pottawatomie County Sheriff Mike Booth said, due to a recent incident involving alleged child abuse, 
on Jan. 8 a felony warrant was issued against 33-year-old Shawnee resident Michelle Fields. When the 
warrants team went out to apprehend Fields Thursday, Booth said she barricaded herself in the attic of 
her residence on Darrow Street. Within half an hour the ordeal was over and the warrants team was 
not forced to follow through with the use of gas, as Fields’ roommate was able to help talk her out of 
her hideout.

1/14/2020

Oklahoma Attorney General Mike Hunter on Monday brought a lawsuit against three distributors of 
opioids after winning a lawsuit against one drug manufacturer and reaching pretrial settlements in 
other cases. Hunter filed the lawsuit in Cleveland County District Court against Cardinal Health Inc., 
McKesson Corp. and AmerisourceBergen Corp. The lawsuit said the defendants “distributed what can 
only be called a major oversupply of opioids into Oklahoma.”

1/22/2020

State Senator Jason Smalley announced Tuesday he would resign office effective Jan. 31. “It has been 
an honor to serve the people of Lincoln, Pottawatomie, and Seminole counties, and I will always 
treasure the trust that the citizens of Oklahoma have placed in me,” said the Stroud Republican. 
Smalley said he would be named Senior Account Manager for the Motorola Solutions Corp., in charge 
of its Oklahoma operation. Smalley passed the most significant teacher pay raise in state history and 
was the recipient of the Distinguished Service Award from Higher Education three times

1/29/2020

The Shawnee Police Department is hosting their annual banquet Friday, Jan. 31 from 6 to 8 p.m. in the 
Event Center at the Grand Casino. According to Cpl. Vivian Lozano, tickets for the event are $35 and 
Kelly Ogle will be the guest emcee all evening. Shawnee Police Chief Mason Wilson said he is looking 
forward to the banquet and having Kelly Ogle host the event.



2/4/2020

On Monday, Shawnee City Commissioners approved a resolution to implement a $1,500 permit fee 
annually for medical marijuana establishments. City Manager Chance Allison said costs associated with 
the required yearly compliance form from OMMA (Oklahoma Medical Marijuana Authority) have been 
high. Planning Director Rebecca Blaine recommended an annual fee of $1,500 to cover staff and legal 
time across all classifications of medical marijuana-related businesses.

2/12/2020

Two McLoud Public School bond issues totaling $5.7 million were rejected by voters Tuesday, Feb. 11. 
According to Superintendent Steve Stanley, Oklahoma requires bond issues to receive a 60 percent 
supermajority to pass and both were shy of that mark. Polls show 59.3 percent voted yes on 
Proposition 1, which Stanley said was for $2,915,000; 58.87 percent voted yes on Proposition 2 which 
Stanley said was for $2,810,000.

2/21/2020

Lincoln County Sheriff Charlie Dougherty has joined a few other Oklahoma sheriffs by signing a formal 
declaration of intent establishing Lincoln County as a Second Amendment Sanctuary county. In the 
declaration signed Feb. 19, Dougherty declares his intent to oppose “any and all infringements on the 
rights and liberties of law-abiding citizens to keep and bear arms using such legal means as may be 
expedient, including, without limitation, court action.” Several states and counties nationwide have 
made similar resolutions and Logan County took the first action recently here in Oklahoma. As a 
Second Amendment sanctuary, resolutions are intended to impede the enforcement of certain gun 
control measures that would violate the Second Amendment.

2/29/2020

Students from all over the area will soon gather for the 2020 Pottawatomie County Junior Livestock 
Show at the Expo Center in Shawnee. Events begin Tuesday, March 3, with the sheep and goat shows, 
followed by the beef show on Wednesday and swine show Thursday morning. The annual Premium 
Sale/Auction and other events will be held Friday, March 6. According to Suzanne Gilbert, there will be 
around 600-700 animals that will be shown by about 450-500 students ages nine to 18 from all over 
the county.

3/3/2020

Polls are open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. today for the Presidential Preferential Primary. Lines are possible at 
peak voting times. Wait times will likely be shortest at mid-morning and mid-afternoon. Anyone in line 
to vote at 7 p.m. will be allowed to cast a ballot. Anyone who needs to look up their polling place, 
verify their registration information, or view a sample ballot can do so online. The Online Voter Tool 
can be accessed on the Oklahoma State Election Board’s website: www.elections. ok.gov.



3/11/2020

A Pottawatomie County jury on Tuesday convicted a man of felony first-degree manslaughter in 
connection with a 2018 crash at Harrison and Federal Streets that claimed the life of a Shawnee 
woman. 25-year-old Christian Key stood trial in Pottawatomie County District Court and was accused of 
causing the death of his passenger, 47-year-old Tanya Wolfe of Shawnee, on Saturday, April 13, 
2018. Key was accused of recklessly driving a 2004 Toyota Corolla when he drove across the center line 
near Harrison and Federal Streets and into oncoming traffic. His vehicle struck a 2000 Dodge Ram 
pickup head-on, with that collision resulting in Wolfe’s death.

3/14/2020

Oklahoma Baptist University has moved to online learning for a minimum of two weeks in response to 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. The University goes on Spring Break from March 16-20 and will 
then deliver all courses online from March 23-April 3, with a decision coming by March 27 on whether 
to extend that period of time. OBU President Dr. Heath Thomas said OBU is replacing all in-person 
classes with online instruction for a minimum of two weeks following Spring Break (March 23-April 3). 
A decision regarding whether to continue with online instruction will be made no later than March 27.

3/20/2020

The Citizen Potawatomi Nation on Thursday announced it is temporarily closing gaming operations at 
the FireLake Casino and Grand Casino Hotel and Resort amid COVID-19 concerns. The casinos were set 
to close at 11:59 p.m. on March 19 and will remain closed through April 1. And while there are 
currently no coronavirus cases in Pottawatomie County, the casinos will have limited staff at each 
property to do cleaning, security and also will have surveillance personnel on site as required per law. 
CPN reports it will pay casino personnel during this closure. FireLake Discount Foods in Shawnee as 
well as the stores in Tecumseh and McLoud remain open with updated hours of operation.

3/31/2020

Shawnee Public Schools (SPS) will continue to deliver meals to Shawnee students 18 and under every 
Monday and Thursday in the mornings and in the afternoons. According to a statement released March 
26 by Superintendent Dr. April Grace said SPS will now deliver three breakfast meals on the morning 
bus route and three lunch meals on the afternoon route. Grace also said beginning Thursday, April 2 
SPS will deliver two breakfast meals in the morning and two lunch meals in the afternoon.


