
4th Quarter 2015 Issues
October 6, 2015 

Avedis Foundation grant to Shawnee Middle School

During Tuesday’s Shawnee Board of Education meeting, Michelle Briggs, Avedis Foundation 
President and CEO, announced that Shawnee Public Schools’ Middle School Project is the 
recipient of a $1.5 million grant. Briggs said, to date, this is the largest grant given by the 
foundation –– double the amount of any single grant previously doled out. 

October 29, 2015 

Texting Ban becomes Law

On Sunday, Oklahoma will officially become the 46th state to ban texting while driving, a law 
that legislators say is as an effort to make Oklahoma roadways safer by reducing the number of 
distracted drivers. House Bill 1965, authored by Rep. Terry O’Donnell, makes texting while 
driving a primary offense, which means an officer can pull a person over without witnessing any 
other violations, and imposes a maximum $100 fine for violation of the law. The law exempts 
drivers who are using their phone to communicate with emergency responders while driving.

November 5, 2015

Avedis Foundation grant to Tecumseh

The City of Tecumseh is the recipient of a $192,500 grant from the Avedis Foundation for a 
Splash Pad to be located at Slick Humphrey Park. The Splash Pad will be an addition to the 
existing park facilities which includes ADA playground equipment, ADA restrooms, 
multipurpose trail, skate park, tennis courts, softball fields, picnic areas and basketball court. The 
3,850 sq. ft. splash pad area will include 19 ground spray features and 9 above ground features. It 
will also include shade structures, picnic tables and park benches. The Rotary Club of Tecumseh 
assisted with fundraising efforts. 

Dec 11, 2015

Avedis Foundation grant to Project Safe

The Avedis Foundation has awarded a $450,000 grant to Project Safe. During the last 30 years, 
the delivery and types of services offered by Project Safe has seen changes, but its mission has 
always been to support those impacted by domestic and sexual violence and stalking through 
services focused on safety, self-sufficiency and empowerment.



4th Quarter 2015 Issues - Continued
December 15, 2015 

Wettest Year On Record

An Oklahoma climatologist says 2015 is the state’s wettest year on record, beating a rainfall 
record set in 1957. The state has seen an average of 48 inches of rain this year, topping the 
previous record of 47.88 inches. More than half of this year’s rainfall came between April and 
July. He said the state received an average of 29.53 inches of rain during that period, making it 
the wettest such period on record. Shawnee saw plenty of that rainfall. The Mesonet reports 
Shawnee’s rainfall at 62.32 inches, compared to 28.41 inches recorded in 2014. Flooding 
impacted many areas of Shawnee and Pottawatomie County this past spring. The impact of those 
rains prompted more than 20 water rescues in this area, along with one death, and left a mess on 
many area roadways that had to be closed for needed repairs. 

December 31, 2015 

Kickapoo construction wraps up

The lengthy construction project –– which has had to extend its complete date multiple times –– 
has been a challenge for local business owners to keep their doors open. Traffic in and out of 
storefronts on the south end of the Kickapoo project started to gain momentum once a large 
section of the street opened up in August. The overall project began in February 2013.


