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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 4th Quarter 2016 
Oct-Dec
KABC-TV 

ABC7 -CORE ISSUES 
4th Quarter 2016 

CORE ISSUES 

ABC7 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the fourth 
quarter of 2016: 

1. Politics

2. Protests

3. Police Shootings

4. Immigration 

5. Economy

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 
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ABC7 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 
4th Quarter 2016 

POLITICS 
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  October 4, 5, 9, 10, 13, 14, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31.  
November 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 14, 16, 21, 22, 28, 30.  December 1, 5, 6, 9, 14.

Total coverage: 8 Hours 31 Minutes 

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on the presidential race to the White House, including coverage of the 
presidential as well as the vice-presidential debates.  Throughout the political season, ABC7 informed its 
viewers on the importance of voter registration, early voting and voter turnout on Election Day.  The 
station also reported on the allegations of misdeeds that plagued both parties throughout the campaign 
season and beyond.  On Election Night, anchors Marc Brown, Michelle Tuzee and David Ono led in-
studio coverage of the election results and reactions.  Reporters Elex Michaelson and Brandi Hitt were in 
New York City to cover the Clinton and Trump campaigns respectively. 

ABC7 featured many political guests to offer their opinion on not only how the two candidates were 
doing in the polls, but were asked on how they were dealing with a wide variety of topics, including 
issues such as immigration, race relations and the diverse population.  Once the results were in, many of 
the political guests were then asked on their thoughts of how the change in the administration would not 
only affect the local and US economies, but the impact of the results on a global scale.  The 3pm 
newscasts featured many of these guests.

In addition to the presidential race, Eyewitness News also focused a good amount of coverage in Los 
Angeles on the U.S. Senate race, where State Attorney General Kamala Harris won the seat held by 
retiring Senator Barbara Boxer.  KABC-TV, along with Pat Brown Institute and The League of Women 
Voters of California Education Fund, sponsored the only California Senatorial debate for the U.S. Senate 
seat where Attorney General Kamala Harris debated Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez at the Campus of 
Cal State Los Angeles. The debate aired on KABC-TV live on Wednesday, Oct. 5, 2016 and the station 
received high levels of visibility through several media outlets and social media platforms. The debate 
was moderated by Anchor Marc Brown. 

PROTESTS
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  November 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16.

Total Coverage: 3 Hours 1 Minute

http://abc7.com/news/kamala-harris-discusses-her-record-race-for-senate-/1462059/
http://abc7.com/news/loretta-sanchez-discusses-democratic-politics-senate-election/1442345/
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Less than twenty-four hours after voters chose Donald Trump to be the next president, violent protests 
erupted and continued for a week after.  ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on the protests that occurred in 
downtown Los Angeles, Hollywood, Orange County, Long Beach and the Inland Empire.  The Los 
Angeles Police Department had to close the 101 freeway and the 10 freeway.  Hundreds of arrests were 
made for interfering with traffic and vandalism.  The third night (11/11/16) saw up to 3,000 people 
march through downtown Los Angeles. The fourth day of protests (11/12/16) had 8,000 strong make 
their way downtown to the Federal Building.  On the other side, Trump supporters gathered at his star on 
the Walk of Fame in support of the newly elected president. 

ABC7 also covered several school protests.  Franklin and Eagle Rock High School staged school 
walkouts in response to the 2016 presidential results.  Montclair High School in the Inland Empire was 
placed on lockdown because of student protests. Hundreds of high school students marched to 
downtown Los Angeles in student protests in response to Trump’s campaign policies.  During the week 
after the election several college campuses including UCLA and CSUSB also had students protesting 
against Trump. 

POLICE SHOOTINGS 
Eyewitness News Air Dates:  October 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 18, 23, 26, 31.
November 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 28   December 1, 11, 12, 13, 16, 24, 26.

Total Coverage: 7 Hours 54 Minutes 

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted a significant amount of airtime covering the numerous Officer Involved 
Shootings that took place in the Los Angeles area:  South Los Angeles, El Cajon, Irvine, Wilmington, 
Echo Park, Torrance, Venice, Santa Ana, Azusa, Pasadena, Compton, Pico Rivera and Riverside.  ABC7 
covered protestors walking through the streets of LA, rallying outside LAPD Headquarters over the 
police shooting and killing of eighteen year old Carnell Snell Jr.  

ABC7 also dedicated a great deal of time covering the shooting of Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department Sergeant Steve Owen, killed in the line of duty when responding to a burglary call in 
Lancaster.  Coverage also included the live broadcast of Sergeant Owen’s Memorial in Lancaster.   

One of the more interesting stories covered involved a man armed with a machete who was shot and 
killed by police in Whittier.  The incident began at about 6 a.m. in the area of Penn Street and Painter 
Avenue when police responded to a report of an armed man walking down the street in a threatening 
manner.  The suspect picked up a stick, threw it and struck one of the two officers who had responded to 
the call.  Police opened fire when the man starting charging at them.  The suspect was transported to a 
hospital, where he later died.

IMMIGRATION
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  November 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 18, 21, 29, 30.  
December 6, 7, 12, 13, 20.   

Total Coverage:  53 Minutes 15 Seconds
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ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on the concerns of undocumented immigrants fearful of what will 
come now that Donald Trump has been elected president. Trump has called for comprehensive reform 
and deportations.  Legal advocates met with Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti to formulate a defense 
plan for people that are protected by DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals), people brought in 
by parents illegally as children and are now living in the US illegally.  DACA protected people are 
nervous because Trump could change their status.  Attorney General and incoming Senator Kamala 
Harris met with immigrant rights advocates. She spoke with community leaders and law enforcement 
about working on immigration issues and talked about her support for DACA.

ABC7 also covered the LAPD’s response to some of those concerns.  LAPD Chief Charlie Beck states 
that police policy will not change once Trump becomes president.  He also said that the LAPD will not 
be working with immigration or homeland security.  The department will hold meetings to discuss racial 
profiling.  The department also assured people that checking immigration status was not the job of the 
police.

ECONOMY
Eyewitness News. Air Dates: November 21, 24, 25, 26, 28.  December 23 and 24.

Total Coverage: 47 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News covered the impact of the holiday season on the local economy.  $655 billion 
dollars was predicted to be spent in stores and online Thanksgiving weekend.  The Citadel Outlets in 
Commerce held a 27-hour long shopping marathon where shoppers were ready to scour for the best 
deals offered.  Shopping coverage also included Black Friday and Cyber Monday, where Amazon’s 
fulfillment center in San Bernardino remained very busy throughout the holiday season.  President-elect 
Donald Trump tweeted “the world was gloomy before I won - there was no hope.  Now the market is up 
nearly 10% and Christmas spending is over a trillion dollars!”


