
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST

There follows a listing of significant issues responded to by station WMKR, Pana, 
Illinois, along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the 
period of April 1, 2018 to June 30, 2018.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The 
order in which these stories appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program
segment

City 
Government 

5-21-18 8:22 am 2 minutes, 5 
Seconds

Barry, City of 
Taylorville 
Demolishing 
Homes to 
Beautify City

City 
Government 

5-1-18 4:22 pm 2 minutes, 30 
seconds

Work 
Completed on 
War Memorial 
at Kitchell Park 
in Pana

City 
Government 

5-14-18 12:22 pm 3 minutes
Taylorville 
AFSCME Union 
Looking to Pursue 
Allegations of 
Racism Against 
Street & Sewer 
Superintendent

City 
Government

5-18-18 10:22 am 2 minutes, 15 
seconds

Pana Could Use 
City Owned 
Sites as Solar 
Farms

City 
Government 

5-29-18 7:22 am 3 minutes Taylorville PD 
Looks to Add 
New K9

County 
Government 

5-16-18 12:22 pm 2 minutes, 20 
seconds

Christian 
County Joins 
Growing List of 
Counties to 
Declare 



Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program
segment

Themselves as 
'Sanctuary 
County' for Gun
Owners

County 
Government 

5-12-18 5:22 pm 2 minutes, 40 
seconds

Shelby County 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency 
Prepared Should
Earthquake 
Occur

County 
Government 

4-18-18 2:22 pm 2 minutes Christian 
County Board 
Approves 
Merging Zoning
Officer and 
Animal Control 
Warden 
Positions

County 
Government 

4-12-18 8:22 am 1 minute, 40 
seconds

Aaron Allen to 
Resign from 
Christian 
County Board

County 
Government 

4-23-18 11:22 am 2 minutes, 10 
seconds

Effingham 
County Board 
Passes 
Resolution 
Making County 
a 'Sanctuary For
Gun Owners'

Economic 
Development 

4-2-18 10:22 am 2 minutes, 20 
seconds

Business 
Prospect 
Already Scoping
One Taylorville 
TIF District as 
Possible Site



Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program
segment

Economic 
Development

4-5-18 4:22 pm 2 minutes, 12 
seconds

New Solar Farm
Could Be 
Coming to 
Taylorville

Economic 
Development 

5-19-18 1:22 pm 1 minute. 35 
seconds 

New 
Subdivision 
Coming to 
Shelbyville

Economic 
Development 

5-11-18 12:22 pm 2 minutes, 5 
seconds

Steak N' Shake 
Appears to No 
Longer Be 
Question of If, 
But When 
Location Comes
to Taylorville

Economic 
Development 

6-1-18 9:22 am 2 minutes, 30 
seconds

Mayor Barry 
Feels Good 
Steak N' Shake 
is Coming to 
Taylorville

Education 4-9-18 11:22 am 2 minutes, 20 
seconds

Manar 
Pleasantly 
Surprised With 
Final Money 
Amounts 
Allotted for 
Downstate 
Schools Thanks 
to School 
Funding Reform

Education 5-15-18 9:22 am 3 minutes, 35 
seconds 

Taylorville 
School Board 
Votes to Petition
to Create New 
Special Ed Coop



Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program
segment

With Pana and 
Nokomis

Education 5-14-18 8:22 am 2 minutes, 40 
seconds

Cowden-Herrick
School District 
Names New 
Superintendent

Education 5-16-18 3:22 pm 1 minute, 25 
seconds

Taylorville 
Freshman Visit 
LLCC and 
CACC

Education 6-14-18 2:22 pm 1 minute, 50 
seconds

Brian Thomas 
Named 
Resource 
Officer for 
Taylorville 
Schools

Healthcare 4-5-18 11:22 am 2 minutes, 40 
seconds

Moweaqua 
Community 
Ambulance 
Service to Close
May 1

Healthcare 6-9-18 9:22 am 1 minute, 25 
second

HSHS Moves 
Physician 
Services

Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program
segment

Healthcare 4-20-18 3:22 pm 2 minutes, 35 
seconds

Taylorville 
Memorial 
Hospital 
Construction 
Project Receives
Approval From 
IL Health 
Services & 



Description of
issue

Program or
segment date

Time aired Duration Description of
program
segment

Facilities 
Review Board

Healthcare 6-5-18 2:22 pm 45 seconds Taylorville to 
Host Blood 
Drive Today

Healthcare 5-19-18 1:22 pm 1 minute, 55 
seconds 

Good Shepherd 
Hospital Looks 
to Help Athletes 
Improve Over 
Summer



5-21                                              6a                                                                            TP

The City of Taylorville continues tearing down blighted properties in the community. 

Mayor Bruce Barry ran on a platform of beautifying the city, and in the past year he has 

gotten to work on fulfilling that goal.

At last week’s Christian County Mayors meeting, Barry discussed how the city has torn 

down 15 homes in the past year with more demolition projects on the horizon. 

MON               Q                                                                         BarryBuildings1    :20

The City of Taylorville fronts most of the costs for the demolitions. Barry says that 

leaves just dumpster fees to the property owner, and is a benefit for the city, residents 

and the property owner.  

MON              W                                                                     BarryBuildings2       :32

Barry says the city has at least four more demolitions ready for the fall, and residents 

interested in having the city demolish a building on a property they own can contact city 

hall for more information on how to begin the process. 



5-1 6a KN

Work has been completed on the War Memorial at Kitchell Park in Pana. Pana Third 

Ward Alderman Jerry Jordan says it was a community effort to remake the city’s tribute 

to those who serve.

Jordan says many groups came together to get the work done on the memorial.

TUES Q JordanWarMemorial1 :28

Jordan describes the work that was done at the War Memorial at Kitchell Park.

TUES W JordanWarMemorial2 :23

Jordan says the effort shows that many people are willing to come together to support a 

needed project in the city of Pana.

TUES E JordanWarMemorial3 :39

There are multiple services held at the War Memorial each year. Jordan says the 

memorial is great to have in the community to honor those who are serving or have 

served.



5-14 6a KN

The Taylorville branch of the AFSCME union is starting the process of gathering 

testimonials after the NAACP accused a city official of racial and homophobic slurs in 

the workplace at last Monday’s city council meeting.

Taylorville AFSCME Employee Representative Ingbert (Ing-Burt) Schmidt says before 

Monday, he had no knowledge of any incidents involving Taylorville Street and Sewer 

Superintendent Dick Wiseman. But union members have came to him with incident 

reports since the accusations from NAACP Springfield chapter president Teresa Haley 

came out.

Schmidt says there had not been any formal complaints or grievances filed by the union 

before, but that the issue had been directly taken to a past Taylorville mayor. Also, a 

representative of the Illinois Department of Human Rights told Regional Radio News in 

an email that no grievances had been filed against Wiseman with their department. 

Schmidt says the union is happy the NAACP has brought these issues to light so they 

can prevent these kinds of issues from happening in the future.

MON T StreetSewer1 :30

Haley says she hopes that positive change can be brought out of these reports.

MON Y StreetSewer2 :38

Schmidt is asking any union member with knowledge of any incidents to come to the 

union so they can effectively pursue further action.



5-15 6a KN

Solar energy continues to grow across the country, and one local community is looking 

at its solar future.

Michelle Knox with Wind Solar USA presented more information on solar energy to the 

mayors present at Monday’s Christian County Mayor’s informal meeting. Pana mayor 

Don Kroski says the city has plenty of land and is near a utility substation, both of which

are big benefits towards building a solar farm in the community.

TUES Q KroskiSun1 :30

Kroski says the sooner Pana can get involved with solar power, the better it will be for 

the community.

TUES W KroskiSun2 :34

Kroski says the city already owns some sites that could be used for solar farms, and he 

does not want his community left behind in upgrading its energy sources. 



5-29                                                 6a                                                                TP

The Taylorville Police Department is looking to begin the process of retiring a cherished
police officer. 

Taylorville PD Chief of Police Brian Hile says that the force is beginning to think about 
a replacement for K9 unit Echo. Echo is getting older, and while the police department 
plan on keeping her on in a PR role, the time has come for a new k9 unit to be added to 
the department and trained so that when Echo does retire, there will not be a lapse in 
coverage. 

TUES                        Q                                                                   HileK9#1              :42

Hile says the K9 unit is essential to the success of the Taylorvile PD and the unit makes 
a huge impact in a variety of areas and in many different ways.

TUES                       W                                                                   HileK9#2              :53

A new officer will also join the new dog on the K9 unit so training can begin shortly 

after a dog is picked. Taylorville PD plans to continue to use Echo for demonstrations 

and ceremonial work after her retirement.  



5-16 6a KN

Christian County has joined the growing list of counties to declare themselves as a 

“Sanctuary County” for gun owners in Illinois. The resolution passed unanimously at 

Tuesday night’s county board meeting.

Vicki McMahon is a second district county board member and the chair of the Christian 

County NRA. She says the state of Illinois is infringing on citizens’ constitutional rights.

WED E McMahonGuns1 :35

McMahon says she hopes the growing list of counties passing this type of resolution is 

sending a loud and clear message lawmakers to Springfield.

WED R McMahonGuns2 :21

Also at Tuesday’s meeting, Christian County resident Vince Harris was hired as the 

county’s Animal Control and Zoning Director, and a company was selected to help the 

county build a new, updated website. The board will reconvene on Tuesday, June 19 at 

6:30 p.m. at the Christian County Courthouse.



5-12 6a JB

According to geologists the Midwest is due for a big earthquake every 200 or so years.

Jared Rowcliffe is the Director of Shelby County Emergency Management Agency. He 

says the good news is the state is very away of the earthquake possibility and has been 

training should such a day occur. 

WKND 1 Rowcliffe1 :36

Should an earthquake of that magnitude happen Christian County residents could expect 

some damage but it would be minimal. Rowcliffe says the county is in a perfect spot to 

be a first station for help for the injured.

WKND 2 Rowcliffe2 :25

Rowcliffe appeared as a guest on the NewsTalk WTIM Morning Show live from our 

downtown Shelbyville studios.



4-18 6a KN

The Christian County Board voted to combine the positions of Zoning Officer and 

Animal Control Warden as they advertise the open position. The vote came at Monday’s 

board meeting after they had accepted the retirements of Brett Rahar (Rare?) as Zoning 

Officer and Joelynda Conrad as Animal Control Warden.

Many were in attendance to speak on the measure, and resident Patty Rykhus (Rye-kiss) 

says she was very against the merger.

WED R County417181 :39

There were many reasons for supporting or opposing the measure, but county board 

chair Tim Carlson says it’s a decision that can be reversed if necessary.

WED T County417182 :21

The board voted 10 to 5 to approve the merger. They also approved two percent pay 

raises for the five elected officer holder, while district three board member Aaron Allen 

officially turned in his letter of resignation at Tuesday’s meeting. The board will 

reconvene on Tuesday, May 15 at 6:30 p.m. at the Christian County Courthouse.



4-12 6a KN

Christian County Board member Aaron Allen is resigning from his position on the 

board. The third district board member will be turning in his resignation letter at 

Tuesday’s county board meeting.

Allen says he just got a promotion at his job, and the new position has created a conflict 

of interest with his county board seat.

THURS T AllenResign1 :24

Allen says he is most proud of the budget work he has helped with in his term in office. 

He says they have sizably cut the county’s budget deficit.

THURS Y AllenResign2 :15

Allen had hoped to know if he would get this promotion before having to file the 

paperwork to be on the ballot in November, but the timing did not pan out that way. He 

thanks his constiuents for their support during his time on county board, and he plans on 

still being involved in the community through other means.



4-23 6a KN

The Effingham County Board has passed a resolution declaring the county as a 

“sanuctuary for gun owners”. Although the resolution may not have much legal 

standing, county board member David Campbell says it is more about standing up to the 

state of Illinois that he says is infringing on residents’ unalienable rights.

Campbell says it’s time action was taken to send a message to higher levels of 

government.

MON R CampbellGuns1 :32

Campbell says many other Illinois counties have inquired about Effingham County’s 

resolution since it was passed.

MON T CampbellGuns2 :35

Campbell says the county’s resolution was modeled after Iroquois County’s resolution 

that has already been approved as well.



4-2 6a KN

Taylorville city leaders are progressing on work to establish two TIF districts in the 

community. Christian County Economic Development Corporation Executive Director 

Mary Renner says she is already working with a company that could bring an operation 

to one of the two sites.

Renner told the Christian County Board at their last meeting that there is a company 

possibly looking to bring a power plant to Taylorville’s second TIF district.

MON Q RennerTIFs1 :39

Renner says it is the first TIF district in Taylorville, however, that is closer to 

completion.

MON W RennerTIFs2 :25

Renner says with Route 29’s completion among other economic factors in play, 

Christian County has plenty of economic promise in the next few years.



4-5 6a KN

A new solar farm could be setting up shop in Taylorville. City leaders have been 

working on an ordinance for how to handle solar farms in the community, and now a 

business is looking at bringing a solar farm to Taylorville.

Fourth Ward Alderman Earl Walters has been working on the ordinance from its start at 

committee. He says it’s very early in the process, but this new solar farm could be built 

on the northwest side of the city.

THURS Y WaltersSolarFarm1 :14

Walters says solar power is an up-and-coming energy industry in Illinois.

THURS U WaltersSolarFarm2 :17

Walters says the ordinance Taylorville is looking to put into place models Christian 

County’s ordinance recently enacted. He says although it is modeled after the county’s 

ordinance, there are still differences between the two.



5-19                                                    WKND                                                 JB

Shelbyville residents may be seeing some new places to live in the near future.

Martha Firnhaber is with Shelbyville City Council. She says the city has a new 

subdivision in the works. 

WKND 1 Firnhaber1 :35

Firnhaber says communication among all parties involved is crucial and they need to 

stay on the same page.

WKND 2 Firnhaber2 :25

Firnharber appeared as a guest on the Newstalk WTIM Morning Show live from our 

downtown Shelbyville studios.



5-11 6a KN

It appears it is no longer a question of if Steak N’ Shake will build a new restaurant in 

Taylorville. The questions are now where will it be located and when will construction 

begin.

Some Taylorville city officials recently had a meeting with the investors looking at 

bringing a Steak N’ Shake to the community, and the final details are being worked out.

Taylorville mayor Bruce Barry says the recently implemented TIF district is what could 

bring Steak N’ Shake to town.

FRI T BarrySnS1 :27

Barry says the developers want to start construction as soon as possible.

FRI Y BarrySnS2 :23

Barry says other investors are also looking into the TIF district on the northwest side of 

the city, but Steak N’ Shake is the closest project to starting construction.



6-1 6a JB

By the end of the year Taylorville residents are hoping to see a Steak N’ Shake in the 
new TIF District.

Mayor Barry has been a key player in possibly bringing the restaurant to Taylorvile. As 

of right now Barry says he is about 97% sure it will go through. 

FRI 1 Barry1 :38

Barry says one reason for the hold up is the fact that Steak N’ Shake has never really 

gone into a smaller community not next to an interstate.

FRI 2 Barry2 :33

Barry appeared as a guest on the NewsTalk WTIM Morning Show. 



4-9 6a KN

State Senator Andy Manar is pleasantly surprised with how big of an impact the new 

school funding reform bill is having on downstate schools in year one of its 

implementation. The final new state money numbers each local school district will 

receive was announced by the Illinois State Board of Education on Thursday.

Manar says the estimates for how much money downstate schools would receive tended 

to be lower, which is good for area school districts.

MON T ManarNew$1 :14

One mandate in the law requires this year’s state funding level to each school district to 

be the baseline of funds each district will receive next year as well. Manar says two area 

education leaders reiterated to him the importance of financial stability for school 

districts.

MON Y ManarNew$2 :35

Manar says the funding formula may be set, but lawmakers must continue to protect the 

formula going forward.

MON U ManarNew$3 :32

For the final amount of new dollars each Christian County school district will receive, 

check out this story at Taylorville Daily News dot com.



5-15 6a KN

The Taylorville School Board took the first step to creating a special education 

cooperative with the Nokomis and Pana School Districts. The board voted to pass a 

resolution for withdrawal from the Mid-State Special Education Joint Agreement at 

Monday night’s meeting.

Taylorville Schools Superintendent Dr. Gregg Fuerstenau told the board that leaving the 

cooperative will make attracting and retaining special education teachers easier for the 

district.

TUES E DrFSpEd1 :36

Fuerstenau says at the end of the day, he believes there’s no question leaving the Mid-

State cooperative is the best decision for Taylorville kids.

TUES R DrFSpEd2 :39

After the Pana and Nokomis boards pass the same resolution, the next step would be to 

take the proposal to the Regional Office of Education board, who would grant or deny 

permission to take the proposal to the state board of education.

Also at Monday’s meeting, the board voted to move Stonington third graders to 

Memorial for the coming school year, along with approving a project to replace a boiler 

at Taylorville High School.



5-14 6a KN

The Cowden-Herrick School District has a new superintendent in place for next school 

year. Junior and Senior High Principal Seth Schuler (Shoe-ler) has been hired to replace 

Darrell Gordon, who turned in his resignation letter earlier this month.

Schuler says he has roots in the Cowden-Herrick School District, and this is the only 

place he can imagine himself living and working.

MON U SchulerNewGig1 :39

Schuler says his biggest goal is to continue providing the best education to kids in the 

district with the resources available.

MON I SchulerNewGig2 :33

Schuler will officially assume the superintendent’s position on July 1.



5-16                                                     6a                                                        TP

The Taylorville High School freshman class got a peek into their futures last Wednesday 

when they toured Lincoln Land Community College and the Capital Area Career Center.

Taylorville High School Assistant Principal Eric Bruder (BREW-der) says the school’s 

administration felt the trip was important to help show freshman the importance of 

thinking about their life after high school sooner rather than later.

WED                                     Q                 BruderLincolnLand1                        :27

Bruder attended the trip alongside the freshman class. He says the students 

overwhelming viewed the experience as positive, and feels the school might even 

expand the trip in the future to allow students to have more time to explore both 

campuses. 

WED                                 W                           BruderLincolnLand2                     :38

The school continues to expand its course offerings through classes at Lincoln Land and 

the Capital Area Career Center. 



Taylorville schools are taking the necessary steps to make sure that their students are 
safe and come to school to learn instead of looking over their shoulders.

Superintendent of Taylorville Schools Dr. Gregg Firstenau says it is unfortunate what is 

happening to schools across the nation and he wants to take precautionary measures to 

make sure it does not happen in his schools.

THU 3 Firstenau1 :34

Firstenau says at the administrative meeting they will discuss protocol. Firstenau hopes 

that students will fell free to speak directly to the Resource Officer if they see something

wrong.

THU 4 Firstenau2 :28

Firstenau appeared as a guest on the NewsTalk WTIM Morning Show.



4-5 6a KN

Moweaqua Community Ambulance Service is closing its doors on May 1st. The service 

is closing because it does not have enough volunteers.

In a previous interview with Regional Radio News, the service’s EMT Coordinator 

Brookie Spa says they’ve had to rely on paid EMTs to provide their service in recent 

years, and that has eaten at the service’s funds.

THURS E MCASClosing1 :27

Moweaqua mayor Boomer Neece says this is not only a loss for the community, but also

for the rural surrounding area.

THURS R MCASClosing2 :25

Neece says the Moweaqua Fire Department has been preparing for if the service were to 

close, and they will assume EMT duties until an ambulance can come in and transport 

those in need.

THURS T MCASClosing3 :16

Neece says the fire department also relies on volunteers. He says although we live in 

busy times, residents cannot forget to volunteer if they can so the community can 

continue to have vital services that need the help.



6-9                                                      6a                                                                         TP

HSHS Good Shepherd Hospital in Shelbyville is putting patients first with a change in 
out patient care.

The hospital will be moving its physician services to the ground floor of the hospital, 
allowing easier access for patients, Marketing Coordinator Glenda Plunkett says.

WKND     W                                                                                         PlunkettDoor1 :25

The move affects almost all major departments and is a positive change the hospital has 
been hoping to make for a long time says Plunkett.

WKND    E                                                                                        PlunkettDoor2     :25

The only service which will not be relocating is EMG, with Rana Mahmood, M.D. That 

office will still be located on the third floor.



4-20 6a KN

The Illinois Health Services and Facilities Review Board has given Taylorville 

Memorial Hospital the go-ahead to move forward with its 60-million dollar expansion 

project. The approval came on Wednesday, and hospital CEO Kim Bourne says it is an 

exciting time as the final hurdles continue to clear before the groundbreaking.

Bourne says the approval means now they can take their plans to the Illinois Department

of Public Health for final approval.

FRI Q BourneApproval1 :21

Bourne says some preliminary work on the project has been going on.

FRI W BourneApproval2 :22

So far, Bourne says the project is progressing nicely towards that anticipated final 

completion date in 2021, but there’s still plenty work to be done.

FRI E BourneApproval3 :19

Bourne says the first phase, which is the bigger phase of the project, will likely be 

completed in 2020. The hospital’s five story building will be torn down once that phase 

is complete to make room for the final phase of construction.



6-5                                                    6a                                                                    TP

The Taylorville community is looking to help those in need Today

Taylorville is hosting a blood drive Today, June 5th, from 4 to 7 pm at Fellowship Hall at 
1500 West Franklin in Taylorville. 

The blood drive is run by the Central Illinois Blood Center, which is the exclusive blood 
provider to both Taylorville Memorial and Pana Community Hospitals. In addition blood
donated on Tuesday will help residents in Illinois, Iowa, Missouri and Wisconsin. 

Donating blood takes about 45 minutes to an hour, and those with diabetes or controlled 
high blood pressure may be accepted as donors. You must be of 17 years of age or older 
to donate. 

A photo ID is required to donate blood at the Fellowship Hall location in Taylorville and
the blood drive runs from 4 to 7 Today.

For more information, you can call the CICBC at 1-800-747-5401.



5-19                                                    WKND                                                 TP

HSHS Good Shepherd Hospital in Shelbyville is hosting its sixth annual Sports 
Enhancement summer program for High school and junior high athletes.

Glenda Plunkett blankety blank at Good Shepherd explains how the program measures 
and improves athlete’s performance. 

WKND                     Q                                              GoodShepherdSports1     :38

Plunkett believes that all athletes, regardless of skill level, age or sport will see 
improvement by working on their skills over the summer in the program.

WKND                     W                                                GoodShepherdSports2      :23

 The program begins on June 4th and runs twice a week through July 27th, at Good 
Shepherd Hospital’s rehab department in Shelbyville. The deadline to register is June 1st,
and for more information, visit our website, Taylorville Daily News dot com. 


	Taylorville AFSCME Union Looking to Pursue Allegations of Racism Against Street & Sewer Superintendent

